
 

 

Weekly Resource  

June 15, 2020: Reckoning with History Part 2 
  

Dear friends, 

  

In the wake of so many racial injustices, we are grateful to see many of you across the 

country demanding change. We stand with you in solidarity and seek to support you 

through our programs, weekly resources, community, and prayers.  

 

This week’s resource is built on a speech delivered by Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III on May 17, 

2020. We hope it will help you to ask important questions that will guide your action.  

 

 

A logistical note: You will want to email out the video of Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III ahead of 

time so that group members can view it before you meet. Click here to access A Special 

Message from Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III. 

 

  

A little background if you are new to our resources: we’re sending them every week 

during the pandemic because we humans are built for community. You can use it to stay 

connected with your current and past JFM small groups or with your family and friends. Or 

you can use it as an individual resource for personal prayer and learning.  

  

In the meantime, now is also the perfect time to start one of our regular programs, 

perhaps one on racism. We’re offering tips and tools for facilitating all of our current 

programs through videoconferencing, including tutorials on how to use Zoom.  The call to 

seek justice is just as important now as ever! 

  

Last but not least, generosity is, at its core, a benefit to everyone. When you donate 

today, your gift helps us sustain individuals committed to making the world better. Click 

here to help out.  Also, please feel free to forward this resource to friends and family! 

  

Stay well, 

The JustFaith Ministries Staff 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_dNzYifsow
https://justfaith.org/programs/
https://justfaith.org/get-involved/donate/
https://justfaith.org/get-involved/donate/
https://justfaith.org/get-involved/donate/
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Welcome and Opening Meditation (5 minutes) 
 

When everyone has dialed in, begin your time together with these or similar words: 

  

Welcome, everyone. It’s good to be with all of you. Our theme for today is 

“reckoning with racial injustice.” I hope that today’s session will help us process 

what is happening in our country right now, so that we can have a better sense of 

how God might be calling us to respond. Before we begin, let us pause for a 

moment to silently honor God’s presence among us.  

 

Pause for 30 seconds before beginning the opening prayer.  

 

Let us join together in prayer: 

We confess to you once again that we have not loved you with our whole hearts nor 

with all our minds. Neither have we loved our neighbors as much as we love ourselves 

and those who look like us. 

Rather, we have divided ourselves based on false distinctions of skin color and 

systematized those differences to permit lighter hued peoples to exploit those with a 

darker hue. This is sin. We know that with your forgiveness comes the responsibility to 

forego privileges based on lies, theft, cruelty, murder, and slavery. 

Give to those who benefit from systemic sin the strength and resolve to make 

atonement, to rectify injustice, and to walk humbly alongside you. 

Release the privileged from the imprisonment of false stereotypes. Grant them vision 

to see their sisters and brothers as your children and not as “others.” 

Give to those who benefit from white privilege the courage to renounce their 

entitlement and to accept that God’s justice requires not only societal change but 

alternations in the lives of each person. 

Make us instruments of truth and transformation. It is to you we turn for renewal. It is 

to you we turn for restoration. Lead us to the hour when we will end racism and heal 

the nation. 

http://www.justfaith.org/
http://www.justfaith.org/
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May you, O God, our God, bless the houses of worship of our land that they work 

together to build the beloved community.  Amen 

 

“Prayer of Confession” written by Jim Winkler is taken from United Against Racism, ©New 

York: Friendship Press, 2018, p. 39. The prayer was reposted by the National Council of 

Churches. 

 

Check-In Time (10 minutes or so) 
 

Ask these open-ended questions. If you are by yourself, journal about them. 

 

How are you responding spiritually, emotionally, and practically to situations of 

racial injustice happening in our nation?  

 

What support do you need from this community or your community during this 

difficult time? 

 

 

 

Reflection (30 minutes) 
 

Send out the video for group members to view ahead of time. 

 

 

Discussion Questions (pick the ones that seem the most interesting and relevant):  

 

● What are your initial reactions to the video? Ask the participants to share one or two 

moments from the videos that stood out to them (or journal your thoughts). 

 

● In the video, Rev. Doctor Otis Moss III says, “This nation has a fundamental flaw in its 

soul. This nation has a spiritual defect that only a revolution and revival can heal. A 

moral revival. A spiritual revolution. Where lives matter, repentance takes place, 

systems are destroyed by light that banishes the darkness.” 

○ What does it look like for you to personally repent for the racial injustice that 

exists in our country? What does it look like to collectively repent? 

○ What is your role in this moral revival and spiritual revolution? 

 

● In the video, Rev. Doctor Otis Moss III says, “Do not ask the question, ‘Where is God?’ I 

challenge you to hear the question God is asking of us today, ‘Where are you?’”  

○ How are you answering God’s call? 

 

http://www.justfaith.org/
http://www.justfaith.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_dNzYifsow
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● In the video, Rev. Doctor Otis Moss III says, “Do not demand that your spiritual leader 

speak out alone, but give them the power to speak. Tell them that you will stand with 

them. That we will speak together. I, as a lay leader — a congregant — I will protect 

you from the slings and arrows, that those who are cynical and those who have a 

painful and broken spirit will throw at you.” 

○ Have you encouraged your spiritual leader to speak out against racial injustice? 

○ What can you do to support the leaders in your faith community as they 

navigate speaking out against injustice? 

 

 

● If you participated in last week’s reflection, you were asked, “Do you have any action 

steps to which you would like to commit aloud, so that the group can help hold you 

accountable and support you through our prayers?” 

○ Have you made any progress on your action step? 

○ Do you feel that you need any support from the rest of the group to move 

forward with your action step? What is it? 

 

 

 

NOTES ABOUT SPECIAL RESOURCES OUT RIGHT NOW ON THIS SUBJECT: 

● Watch Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III’s sermon, The Cross and the Lynching Tree: A Requiem, 

for Ahmaud Abery. 

● Consider signing the petition for George Floyd: #JusticeforFloyd 

● Watch Dr. Lewis Brogdon’s presentation “We Won't Take It Any Longer: Understanding 

the 2020 Black Protest Movement.” You can find a link to the presentation on your 

JustFaith Network page and the JustFaith Ministries YouTube channel. 

● Last but not least, do a deep dive into racism in the U.S. by taking one of our three 

eight-session programs on racial justice. Even if you already know a lot about this 

subject, I guarantee that your perspective will be shifted, and that you will emerge 

from the program better equipped to work for meaningful change.  

 

 

 

Closing Meditation (10 minutes) 
 

 

Invite the group into a moment of silence. 

 

Pause for 2 minutes before beginning the opening prayer.  

 

And now, may the Lord torment you. May the Lord keep before you the faces of the 

hungry, the lonely, the rejected and the despised. May the Lord afflict you with pain 

http://www.justfaith.org/
http://www.justfaith.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6985UG0Z3k&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6985UG0Z3k&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6985UG0Z3k&t=12s
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/justiceforfloyd-demand-the-police-officers-who-killed-george-floyd-are-fired
https://justfaith.org/programs/
https://justfaith.org/programs/


 

Copyright 2020-2021 by JustFaith Ministries • www.justfaith.org • 502-429-0865 

JustFaith Network • Membership Resource • June 15, 2020 • Page 5 

 

for the hurt, the wounded, the oppressed, the abused, the victims of violence. May 

God grace you with agony, a burning thirst for justice and righteousness. 

 

May the Lord give you courage and strength and compassion to make ours a better world, 

to make your community a better community, to make your church a better church. 

May you do your best to make it so; and after you have done your best, may the Lord 

grant you peace. 

 

Bishop Woodie White, retired Bishop of The United Methodist Church. 

 

 

Then, in these words, invite any participants who have a prayer, a concern, or a request to 
briefly share it: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for the world. 

We hold one another as we carry the concerns of our neighbors.  

If you feel moved, please share your prayer aloud. 

Leader: We pray also for the members of the JustFaith community across the country. 
Unite us through the power of your Holy Spirit, that together we might 
participate with you in the building of your Kingdom, in order to create a more 
just and peaceful world. Amen.  

 

 

http://www.justfaith.org/
http://www.justfaith.org/

