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Partner Profiles 

As noted in Phase 1, JustFaith Ministries works in close collaboration with the following four 
organizations. Each of these organizations addresses issues related to poverty and actively supports 
some of the key principles of Catholic social teaching through their work. These brief profiles 
(providing different information at the end of each phase of the JustFaith program) are offered to 
help you understand how these organizations make an option for (and with) the poor and how they 
connect human life and dignity with compassion through their work.  

 

Bread for the World  

On the eve of the new millennium, Pope John Paul II said, “Our world is entering the new 
millennium burdened by the contradictions of an economic, cultural and technological progress 
which offers immense possibilities to a fortunate few, while leaving millions of others not only on 
the margins of progress but in living conditions far below the minimum demanded by human 
dignity. How can it be that even today there are still people dying of hunger? ” (Novo Millennio 
Ineunte, 50) 

Catholic social teaching tells us that food is a basic and fundamental right of all human beings. 
Yet, over 1.5 billion people in poor countries live on less than $1.25 a day and cannot feed 
themselves. Every day, almost 16,000 children die from hunger-related causes. In the United States, 
14.3 percent of households struggle to put food on the table. More than one in five American 
children is at risk of hunger.  

Research bears out that we can end hunger in our lifetime. But everyone, including our federal 
government, must do their part. The U.S. government can have a huge impact around the world if 
our leaders make ending hunger a priority. It is up to us to let them know this is important to us as 
Catholics. Are we compassionate enough to act? Learn more at www.bread.org. 

 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD)  

CCHD lives out the gospel call of Luke 4:18 by helping low-income communities in the U.S. 
address poverty through community organizing and economic development. 

Fr. John Trapp in Florida says, “I always thought as a pastor, I was doing a great job feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, working with the poor and those struggling, but I came to experience 
that I was only doing part of the gospel mandate.”  

He describes how community organizing work through CCHD has been a transformative 
conversion experience for him and his parish. CCHD training helped his parishioners respond to 

http://www.bread.org/
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their baptismal call and become people of mission who are not content with the status quo. On 
housing, school discipline, crime, and drugs, Fr. Trapp says his parishioners “take responsibility, do 
research, raise up issues, and deal with our elected and appointed officials.”  

Catholics Confront Global Poverty is an initiative of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and Catholic Relief Services that calls on Catholics to defend the life and dignity of people 
living in poverty throughout the world, and to urge our nation to act in response to the many faces 
of poverty through advocacy and action. 

At Our Lady of Soledad in Coachella, CA, the youth of the parish participated in a fast and retreat 
at which they learned about their brothers and sisters in Christ who experience poverty around the 
world. The youth wrote prayers about poverty; contributed to a mural in order to educate others; 
visited migrant families to learn about worker injustice; participated in a scavenger hunt about 
global inequality; and engaged in action in solidarity with our brothers and sisters around the world. 

Visit the Catholics Confront Global Poverty website for webinars, action alerts, and ideas to help 
you pray, learn and act to fight poverty. www.confrontglobalpoverty.org 

Learn more at www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/ or 
www.povertyusa.org/.  

 

Catholic Relief Services 

Each day, women around the world spend a total of 200 million hours collecting water. In addition, 
lack of sanitation is the world’s leading cause of infection.  

Working with local communities in the poorest countries of the world, CRS: 

 Brings pumps and wells close to villages so that children can attend school and women have 
more time for other daily priorities; 

 Provides rural communities access to latrines and water faucets for the first time and trains 
families and teachers on the importance of good hygiene and water purification practices; 
and  

 Assists with the building of irrigation systems and reservoirs that store water for the growing 
season and help during recurring, prolonged droughts.  
 

In addition, access to financial institutions is usually limited or nonexistent for the poorest of the 
poor. If there is a bank, most often the minimum savings required to open an account is usually 
high, and the charges to open an account or apply for a loan are often prohibitive for poor 
households. CRS has stepped in and designed Savings and Internal Lending Communities (SILC) to 
help fill that gap. With SILC, the amount of money handled is affordable, easier to manage and is 
within reach of the poor. SILC provides flexible financial solutions to vulnerable groups such as 
women, poor farmers, orphans and youth and does so in a manner that is sustainable. Learn more 
at http://crs.org/. 

 

http://www.justfaith.org/
http://www.confrontglobalpoverty.org/
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/
http://www.povertyusa.org/
http://crs.org/
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Maryknoll  

Because of the pervasive presence of poverty and the lack of work options and resources for so 
many people in the world, Maryknoll missioners recognize that economic development as a vital 
part of their ministry. 

In Zimbabwe, the Maryknoll sisters help people engage in sustainable agriculture and develop self-
reliance. In other parts of Africa, they have initiated a cottage industry where young women 
(orphans whose parents died of AIDS) learn to be self-reliant. The young women make sweaters, 
school uniforms, vestments, cards, necklaces, and other goods and also learn how to apply for small 
loans to set up small businesses to support their families.  

One way Maryknoll addresses economic justice is through the work of the Maryknoll Office for 
Global Concerns, which focuses on globalization and its impact; trade and investment, especially 
multilateral trade agreements and their impact; and the debt crisis, including illegitimate debt, the 
impact of macroeconomic reforms as a condition for debt relief, proposals for debt arbitration, the 
impact of corruption on debt cancellation and possible solutions. 
 

Maryknoll asks … Did You Know? 

 Repeated debt crises in the 1980s and 1990s gave creditors, including the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund, a handle to reshape the economies of over 100 countries. 

 Maryknoll works closely with the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR), 
which uses shareholder resolutions and other forms of pressure to try to bring about positive 
changes in corporate policies. 

 Millions of people work without regular income or benefits. 
 

Learn more at: 
www.maryknoll.org  •   www.maryknollaffiliates.org 

 
www.friendsacrossborders.org  •   www.maryknollogc.org 
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