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Who to Invite  
 

Target Specific Parish Constituencies 
 

 GoodNewsPeople is designed to create a parish-wide impact and unleash new energy within the 
parish as it lives out the call of the New Evangelization. To achieve the desired effect of critical 
mass, the program is designed for multiple small groups (ideally ten groups of ten participants) 
within a parish. 

Regarding the challenge in signing up multiple groups of participants, we certainly hear you! 
However, when groups are convened by targeting specific parish constituencies, it becomes much 
easier to recruit. Parishes who have tried this have had great success! 

GoodNewsPeople is for anyone who wants to devote time for prayer, reflection, and learning within 
a supportive community. If your parish has small Christian communities, the program is a great way 
to engage them. Parishes find that when they gather a group around a similar interest, it's 
surprisingly easy to recruit and encourage participation. Consider forming groups from some of the 
following constituencies within your parish: 

 Intergenerational groups 
 New Parishioners  
 Young Adults 
 Newly Married 
 Parents with Young Children 
 Working Professionals 
 Empty Nesters 
 RCIA participants of the current year or past year 
 Actively Retired 
 Widows and Widowers. 
 Parish Committees 
 Knights of Columbus members 
 Altar & Rosary society members 
 Lectors and Commentators 
 Etc. 

Identify key groups that may not always be engaged actively in parish life and watch what 
happens when new communities of connection are created! 
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How to Invite  
 

Establish a Prayer Committee or ask existing parish ministries to pray for the needs of the parish 
and for the success and mission of GoodNewsPeople. 
 

Personal Invitations 
 
We have found (and national statistics confirm) that the best form of publicity is word of mouth. 
People get involved because of the involvement of people they know. Direct, personal invitations 
are particularly effective. The recommendations of influential people from the parish community 
can help spread the word with significant impact.  

One of the most important parts of this process starts with a recommendation from your pastor 
or parish leaders. Their personal endorsement and encouragement can make a real difference.  
Promotion by the pastor should begin from the pulpit at least three weeks prior to the start of 
registration. This will guarantee increased attendance and make all your other efforts (posters, flyers, 
written announcements, etc.) much more effective. Prepare a short message for the pastor or leaders 
to read at all the masses (see suggestions below). Keep the parish updated on the sign-up progress 
and repeat and reinforce the invitation.  

 

Each One Reach One 

Encourage those who sign up early or attend an information meeting to invite at least one or two 
friends to join them. 

Begin by identifying three or four people in each of the categories on page 2.  Ask them to invite 
one friend each to join them. 
 

Written Invitations 

Personal printed invitations are extremely successful. Divide up lists of potential participants and see 
what is possible in extending personal invitations. (Professionally-designed pre-printed invitations 
are available.) 
 

Parish Invitations 
  

Bulletin Announcements   

Place a bulletin announcement in the bulletin for at least three weeks prior to the Sign-up 
Sundays. Be sure to take note of deadlines for submitting bulletin announcements. Also encourage 
the pastor to draw attention to the announcement during the masses before and during the Sign-up 
Sundays (sample bulletin announcements on pages 7). 

A bulletin insert is undoubtedly your most valuable promotional tool. Be sure to provide the parish 
contact person’s information in the bulletin itself. These should be placed in the church bulletins 
several Sundays prior to the official Sign-up Sunday. 

See the JustFaith website for a customizable Word document. 
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Special Mailings   

Special mailings two weeks prior to the start of registration are extremely effective. Consider sending 
a special letter signed by the pastor (along with a copy of the bulletin insert and/or the information 
sheet) to a targeted mailing list. Committee members or facilitators could send additional letters or 
invitations to encourage participation. The letter may be an invitation to attend an information 
session, to sign up and participate in the program, or both (sample letter from the pastor on page 8). 
 

 Posters 

 Posters can be extremely effective when displayed in strategic areas throughout the church space. 
Post them at least three to four weeks prior to the start of the sign-up season. Display posters in 
areas of maximum public visibility. (Professionally-designed set of three posters are available.) 
 

 Parish Website or Blog 

 Your parish website or blog is a wonderful place to publicize this opportunity. Be sure to include the 
GoodNewsPeople program information on your special events section and calendar. 

 

E-mail Blast  

If the parish has an electronic mailing list, use that list to send the invitations. Many parishes 
communicate regularly with parishioners via email newsletters. Be sure to include a program 
invitation, if such a tool exists in your parish.  See online tools like Constant Contact or Mail Chimp. 
 

 Social Media  

 Create an event on your parish Facebook page and invite everyone on the friends list. You can also 
make an event on your own Facebook account if your parish does not have one or you do not have 
access to it. Invite younger members within the parish to “Tweet” about the program and continue 
to generate a buzz. Reach out to young adults in your parish. Set your own “hash tag” for the parish.  
Be sure to publicize its existence. 

 

E-vites  

Send an electronic invitation or “E-vite” to targeted list of parishioners or individuals. Many free 
websites exist. For example, see  www.new.evite.com . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.new.evite.com/
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Promotional Tools 

Homily Helps  

One way the pastor can encourage participation in GoodNewsPeople is by using his homily to 
connect the week’s gospel message to the invitations offered by the program. Below are some 
prompts and suggestions, organized by theme, to help integrate the message of GoodNewsPeople 
into the homily.  
 
General wording: 

 Learning new ways to understand our faith through the lens of discipleship, giving our very 
lives as followers of Christ, and living out the covenant of love written on the human heart is 
a lifelong journey. Our parish is launching an exciting program, GoodNewsPeople, to 
explore this journey! It asks the question, “What does it truly mean to follow Christ in the 
21st Century? 

 Many of us wonder how to put into action our deep faith, our hope for a better world, and 
our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Thankfully, this personal journey does not 
have to be made alone! GoodNewsPeople helps to deepen our faith lives by creating small 
communities that try new ways of living the gospel together. 

 I invite you to consider participating in the GoodNewsPeople program! Gather a group of 
your friends, or those you would like to join you on this journey, and sign up in the back of 
church. Please watch the bulletin for more information or contact __________________. 

 
Discipleship connections: 

 Jesus leads by example and expects us to pick up on his clues to follow him. 
 By exploring the teachings and example of Jesus, we become steeped in the values, attitudes, 

and perspectives of Jesus that orient us and provide solid footing. 
 All of us are called to take time to explore the demands of discipleship in a more in-depth 

manner. 
 “As both John Paul II and Benedict XVI have said, today’s world stands in great need of 

witnesses, not so much of teachers but rather of witnesses. It’s not so much about speaking, 
but rather speaking with our whole lives: living consistently, the very consistency of our 
lives! This consistency means living Christianity as an encounter with Jesus that brings me to 
others,…”  – Pope Francis 

 
Personal mission and spiritual growth: 

 Where are we being called to greater humility? Who is welcomed around our tables? How 
can we extend hospitality to those who are outcasts today? What might change in our lives if 
we take steps forward on our journey of discipleship? 

 We are called to place Christ at the center of life. Our attachments can keep us busy and 
distracted from this call. What attachments prevent us from drawing closer to God? 

 Jesus identifies the proper ordering of priorities in the lives of his disciples. What must we 
do to make good decisions in the face of complex moral situations? 

 "Faith is no refuge for the fainthearted, but something which enhances our lives."  
– Pope Francis, Lumen Fidei 
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Community connections: 
 We need communities of prayer and reflection to help support us on this journey. 
 Jesus didn’t try to do his powerful work alone – he gathered a group of companions, twelve 

disciples. The Apostles were sent out in pairs to share the good news. Who supports you on 
your path? 

 Jesus invites us to expand our awareness in our day-to-day lives to encompass all our sisters 
and brothers, those in our local and global communities. 

 "I want things messy and stirred up in the congregations. I want you to take to the streets. I 
want the church to take to the streets." – Pope Francis  

 
New Evangelization connections 

 The New Evangelization concerns the Church’s ability to live as a real community – as a 
Living Body, not simply a human establishment. GoodNewsPeople is a parish-wide 
community-building program to foster deeper relationships and greater knowledge of our 
faith. 

 The New Evangelization calls all believers to be alert to the signs of the times, renew our 
faith, and share the gospel with others. GoodNewsPeople participants discern together how 
they are being called to read the signs of the times, put their faith in action, and share it with 
others. 

 The work of the New Evangelization consists in presenting the beauty and newness of 
encounter with Christ to our (often distracted and confused) hearts and minds. 
GoodNewsPeople invites all participants to examine their own relationship with Christ and 
renew that connection through prayer, reflection, and action. 

 If evangelization is to be true to itself, it cannot take place apart from education; it is directly 
related to it. One of the main goals of GoodNewsPeople is education to foster adult faith 
formation. The program draws on scripture, the Catechism, and Church teaching to open 
hearts and minds. 

 

Sample Intercessions 

 May we be nourished by the celebration of this Eucharist to become true disciples who bring 
hope and light to others… We pray to the Lord… 

 May we continue to grow in our understanding and exercise of discipleship to be the Body 
of Christ and make God’s reign visible in the daily activities of our lives… We pray to the 
Lord… 

 Through our prayer and witness, may we be signs of Christ’s love in the world… We pray to 
the Lord… 

 May our eyes be opened and our hearts renewed as we take the gospel message into our 
hearts out into the world around us… We pray to the Lord… 

 As we strive to make God’s reign visible in the love and kindness we extend to others, may 
God’s grace sustain us in the challenges and difficulties that can hold us back… We pray to 
the Lord… 

 Mindful of our call to discipleship, teach us to walk in your way, caring for those who live in 
poverty, those who are hungry and seeking out the lost and forsaken… We pray to the 
Lord… 
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Sample Parish Bulletin Announcements 
 
Sample One: 

GoodNewsPeople is a dynamic parish-wide program designed to broaden our awareness of our 
Catholic faith and the call to be disciples in the world today. It is a hope-filled and enriching process 
to deepen our faith, strengthen the bonds of community, and live out the gospel call to be good 
news people. 

Participants meet in small groups for two seasons of seven 2-hour sessions, plus an Immersion 
Experience and Post-Immersion follow-up. The program features: 

 Engagement with Sacred Scripture through lectio divina 

 The cultivation of virtue through a weekly virtue focus and spiritual practice  

 Good News Stories of everyday people who are living their faith in hope-filled ways, as well 
as commentary from theologians and Church leaders 

 Inspirational readings and reflections for deeper engagement with the weekly themes during 
the week 

 

Sample Two: 

We are excited to tell you about a new program offering this year! GoodNewsPeople is an engaging 
parish-wide opportunity to grow in your faith, meet new people, and build communities of faith, 
hope, and love in action.  

Conducted in small groups, it is a hope-filled and enriching process that invites you to new ways of 
understanding your faith, yourself, and the needs of the world around you.   

Through GoodNewsPeople, you will become more familiar with the biblical witness of Jesus 
and the call to discipleship through prayer, reflection, and action.  

You will meet in a small group of your choice at a day and time to accommodate your needs. Sign-
up Sundays take place _______________(dates).  Please contact: _____________ to register. 

 

Sample Three:  

GoodNewsPeople is a dynamic parish-wide program consisting of fourteen 2-hour sessions (two 
seasons of seven sessions), an Immersion Experience, and Post-Immersion follow-up. This small 
group, community-building process includes prayer, reflection on Sacred Scripture, inspiring stories 
of “good news people,” focus on a virtue of the week, and woven through it all, opportunities for 
sharing in dialogue. 

Through prayer, reflection, and action you will engage in a process designed to assist you in 
becoming more familiar with the biblical witness of Jesus and the call to discipleship. Sign up now – 
and invite a friend to join you! 
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Sample Letter of Invitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
Dear [First Name], 
 
I want to personally invite you to join our parish’s newest program, GoodNewsPeople. This is an 
opportunity to deepen relationships within our parish and to explore the call to discipleship beyond 
the walls of our church. Your participation will enrich the community of [Parish name]. I invite 
you to consider joining this transformative small-group process.   
 
All GoodNewsPeople small groups meet for fourteen sessions: two seasons of seven 2-hour 
sessions, as well as an Immersion Experience and Post-Immersion follow-up. Each of the fourteen 
regular sessions includes prayer, reflection on Sacred Scripture, inspiring stories of “good news 
people,” focus on a virtue of the week, and woven through it all, opportunities for sharing in 
dialogue. Additionally, all participants within the parish will meet together for the Kick-off and 
Closing Celebration. 
 
Please listen to the announcements about GoodNewsPeople this weekend, confirm your interest at 
one of the tables in the gathering area after Mass, and plan to join us on [Date, Time, Place] for a 
brief informational meeting. Come to learn more about the program, ask questions, and choose the 
time and place convenient to you for your group. We look forward to seeing you on [Date, Time, 
Place]. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
[Name] 
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