
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Faith Encounters 
The Ecological Crisis  

Participant Packet 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margare0Ht Swedish      JustFaith Ministries 
Center for New Creation     P.O. Box 221348 
P.O. Box  070495      Louisville, KY  40252 
Milwaukee WI 53207      www.justfaith.org 
www.ecologicalhope.org     mary@justfaith.org 
margaret@ecologicalhope.org 
 
 
  



 
JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 

JustFaith Ministries receives over half of its funding in the form of charitable contributions from program 
graduates and works in partnership with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief 

Services, Bread for the World, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and Pax Christi USA. 

1
 

 
 
 
 
 
This document is intended as a resource for leaders planning a JustMatters 
module.  Please read this document in its entirety. All materials are 
copyrighted and JustFaith is trademarked, however, this document may 
be copied and forwarded in its entirety without permission.  

 
 
 

JustFaith Ministries works in cooperation with the partner organizations listed on this 
page and receives over half of its funding in the form of charitable contributions from 

program graduates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
        

       
Catholic Campaign                    
For Human Development  
    

 
 



 

 
JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 

JustFaith Ministries receives over half of its funding in the form of charitable contributions from program 
graduates and works in partnership with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief 

Services, Bread for the World, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and Pax Christi USA. 
 

 

2
 

Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis 

 
Reading Assignments and Preparatory Activity 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE:  
The Table of Contents indicates where there are reading assignments from various books, 
pamphlets and online sources.  For the purpose of this module, JustFaith Ministries has created a 
special page where participants can just click and read (or print) the online readings for each of 
the sessions.  The online readings can be accessed at: 
http://justfaith.org/programs/resources/jm_faithencounters-readings.html. Participants are 
encouraged to “Bookmark” this link for easy access.   
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                     Note from the Author 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 It was a privilege to be invited by JustFaith Ministries to create a module around 
my book, Living Beyond the ‘End of the World:’ A Spirituality of Hope.  Writing the 
book over the course of two years was an extraordinary and difficult journey, digging 
deep into the realities of our ecological crisis, into the research and the narratives that 
reveal a rather grim prognosis for the Earth community of which we are a part. 
 
 Over and over again I reminded myself that, despite everything, no matter how 
stark the news, our faith challenges us to continue to give reason for hope.  I believe we 
were created for a different story than that of ecological destruction, that the meaning of 
the human is not to create conditions for the tragic end of a species that made the mistake 
of destroying its own habitat, its own home.  We are only now beginning to realize the 
damage that has been done; it is time now to begin the healing. 
 
 Our faith traditions, our gospel narratives, have so much to offer on this journey.  
That’s where my book ends – with those narratives, broken open once more to address 
the crises of a new age, a new moment in history.  They resonate as never before. 
 
 So first of all, I thank you for participating in this JustMatters program.  I thank 
you for your earnest effort in wrestling with some difficult input.  Most of all, I thank you 
for taking this time, for making this commitment to challenge and enrich your faith.  We 
have a great project ahead of us, a new mission for the human, no less than reinventing 
how we live on this beautiful planet so that vibrant life is ensured for all who come after 
us. 
 
In peace, 
Margaret Swedish 
 
Spirituality and Ecological Hope 
A Project of the Center for New Creation 
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Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis   
 
Welcome to the JustMatters module on faith and ecology.  You are embarking on a 
difficult and vital journey.  Our planet is in great distress, a combination of many factors 
that can best be summed up as the sheer scale of the human project, especially with the 
stresses of population growth, demand on resources, and depletion of natural 
environments, driven by industrialization and technology.  Every day, if we pay attention, 
we experience the many ways the ecology of our communities is changing and even 
breaking down – toxins in our air, waters, and food, extinction rates unseen since the end 
of the dinosaur age, changes in weather patterns, diseases impacting our forests, the rise 
in human diseases like cancer, asthma, and diabetes, invasive species, and more. 
 
While a great deal of attention is focused on the threat of climate change due to global 
warming, one of the byproducts of the industrial age, this is only one aspect of the larger 
crisis: we are already living beyond the biocapacity of the planet and cannot continue on 
as we are. 
 
Faith encounters this challenge.  It asks very big questions about our priorities, our moral 
values, what we owe the world now and the future generations that come after us, and 
indeed who God is in the midst of this and what God intended for this Creation.  The 
Second Vatican Council of the Catholic Church challenged Christians to bring their faith 
into the ‘modern’ world.  It is here, in our own streets of Nazareth, that we are charged to 
witness our faith.  In order to do that, it is crucial that we bring our Gospel values, the 
narratives of our faith traditions, to the forefront of our reflections on the state of the 
Earth. At the same time, it is also vital that we allow the crisis to inform our faith, to help 
us break open these narratives in a new context so that we might learn from them and see 
what they have to teach us about how to live faithfully in this moment in time. 
 
Fortunately, we are not hanging all alone out on a limb as we do this. Catholic social 
teaching has a rich reflection on the ecological challenge going back to Pope Paul VI.  It 
continues to evolve, and, indeed, to become more urgent, as the world fails to rise to the 
challenge while the drivers of the ecological crisis accelerate and spread their impacts 
more widely – ever more destructive extraction, consumption and waste as the engines of 
the global economy. 
 
As the crisis deepens, we are becoming more acutely aware that a world is ending.  What 
created the crisis is a set of ideas and values about human economies, about our approach 
to the gifts of this creation, and the meaning of the human within it.  Something 
fundamental must be changed if we are to find a way to ‘live beyond the end of this 
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world’ with a rich and vibrant Earth community – its biosphere and atmosphere – still 
intact, still able to support life, including human life, for the generations to come after us. 
The Module 
This module was designed as a community learning process built around the book, Living 
Beyond the ‘End of the World,’ A Spirituality of Hope, by Margaret Swedish (Orbis 
Books 2008).  The intention of the book was to set out as clearly as possible several of 
the main trends that are driving us deeper into a planetary crisis.  The material is 
challenging, difficult, and likely to raise many troubling questions, fears, emotions, and 
undoubtedly lively debate and discussion.  This is good!  This is necessary! 
 
By the end of the process, our hope is that participants have:  

1. the beginnings of an essential framework by which to understand some of the 
critical issues of our day;  

2. a deepened faith reflection to help guide them as they address those issues;  
3. a sense of empowerment within the context of community and a commitment to 

take action.   
 
Hard as these issues may be, and seemingly overwhelming, there is a way through, and 
our faith can help guide us.  Indeed, we believe this work can begin to create a path for a 
renewal of the mission of the human in ways that can give more meaning to our lives 
than we have ever known. 
 
The goal of all JustFaith Ministries JustMatters modules is dialogue, not debate.  
You are here to learn, share your experiences, listen to one another, deepen your 
understanding of one another and the topic, and identify action opportunities.  
 
To help with this process, participants will be expected to keep a small journal.  You are 
encouraged to do some quiet reflection after each session; and, at times, you will be given 
specific topics or questions to reflect on in your journal.  The journals are private 
reflections, and participants will share only what they want to from their journals.   
 
Finally, all JustFaith Ministries programs are designed with the hope that each group that 
registers for a program will both take some action steps following the program and 
consider staying together for ongoing formation, transformation and collective action.  As 
you go through this Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis program, you are encouraged 
to keep a running list of questions, ideas and resources that surface for you individually 
and bring the list to the final session.  This will help you participate in the discussion of 
possible next steps during the final session.  In addition, you will be given a document, 
Engaging the World Together, to help you discern your own, personal next steps as well 
help the group discern some next steps. 
 
Note:  Please bring your Participant Packet to each of the sessions. 
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Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis  

Reading Assignments by Session 

Remember, the online readings can be accessed at: 
http://justfaith.org/programs/resources/jm_faithencounters-readings.html.   
Participants are encouraged to “Bookmark” this link for easy access.   
 

SESSION ONE 

1.  Group Guidelines, in this document, pages 9-10 

 

SESSION TWO 

1.  Living Beyond the End of the World, Introduction and Chapter 1 

2.   “A Hospitable Earth for Future Generations”, Paul VI’s Stockholm Address, in this 
 document, pages 14-16  

 

SESSION THREE 

1.  Living Beyond the End of the World, Chapters 2-3 

2.   “At Home in the Web of Life,” Bishops of Appalachia.  ONLINE LINK 

 

SESSION FOUR 

1.  Living Beyond the End of the World, Chapter 4 

2.  “What’s Your Consumption Factor?” by Jared Diamond, Op-Ed from New York 
 Times, ONLINE LINK 
3.  “An Invitation to Reflection and Action on the Environment in Light of Catholic 
 Social Teaching”, Excerpt from Renewing the Earth, Pastoral Statement from the 
 United States Catholic Conference, November 14, 1991, in this document,  
 pages 25-27  
 

SESSION FIVE 

1.  Living Beyond the End of the World, Chapter 5 

2.  “Climate Change Seen as Threat to U.S. Security”, by John M. Broder, New York 
 Times, ONLINE LINK 

3.  Excerpt from “Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace”, in this document, pages 33-34    

4.  Excerpt from “On Social Concerns”, in this document, pages 35-47  
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SESSION SIX 

1.  Living Beyond the End of the World, Chapter 6 

2.  “Consumption and Population”, excerpt from Renewing the Earth, in this document, 
 page 51  

 

SESSION SEVEN 

1.  Living Beyond the End of the World, Chapters 7-8 

2.  “If You Want To Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation,” World Day of Peace message, 
 January 1, 2010, ONLINE LINK 

 

SESSION EIGHT 

1.  Living Beyond the End of the World, Chapter 9 

2.  Scripture passage, John 6:1-14 (a spirituality of scarcity) 

3.  “Action Options” and the websites listed, in this document, pages 56-58 

4.  Engaging the World Together, 
http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/engaging_the_world_together.pdf 

5.  Review Thomas Berry statement (the handout from Session Seven) 
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   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis  
  

 
SESSION ONE 

  
Theme: We place ourselves within the natural world around us as we encounter the 
ecological crisis that threatens the web of life. 
 

 

Note to  Participants         
  

There are no reading assignments other than the Group Guidelines below for Session 
One.  The prayers for each session are included in this Participant Packet so everyone can 
participate in prayer during the sessions; therefore, please bring your Packets to each 
session.  

  
Opening Prayer   
 
Opening Prayer 
 
L: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.  (Ps. 24:1) 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.  
 
L: For it was God that founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.  
(Ps. 24:2). 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: Woe to you who join house to house, who connect field to field, till no room remains 
and you are left to dwell alone in the midst of the land. (Is. 5:8) 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: I set before you life and prosperity, death and doom… If you keep my commands 
…God will bless you in the land you are entering…if however you turn away your hearts 
and will not listen, but are led astray and serve other gods, I tell you now you will 
certainly perish… (Dt. 30:15, 16b-17) 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
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L: Choose life then, that your descendents may live… (Dt. 30:19b) 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
L: Woe to you who are rich now, those who have their fill; but blessed are the poor who 
shall inherit the earth. (adapted from Lk. 6:24, 25, 20) 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: How manifold your works, in wisdom you have created them all – the earth is full of 
your creatures.  Send forth your spirit and renew the face of the earth. (adapted from Ps. 
104: 24, 30) 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
Leader: What is clear from our scripture and tradition is that the Earth is gift, and we a 
part of it.  It belongs not to us but to the one who created it.  We do not own it and are not 
allowed to do with it what we want to serve our own pleasures and desires; rather we are 
to ensure that it remains gift, abundant life and prosperity, for the generations that come 
after us.  And so we say: 
 
R: Send forth your spirit through us that we may serve the work of creation, helping 
to renew the face of our precious, damaged earth.  For wisdom, humility and 
courage in this task, we pray.   Amen. 

 
Group Guidelines 
Please read the following guidelines carefully and bring them with you to the session.  It 
is important for each participant to individually consider which of these guidelines will 
be easiest and which will be most difficult for you to abide by. 

 
Group Guidelines 

 
God has created each of us uniquely, and I recognize that everyone comes to this 
experience with very different backgrounds, experiences and views.  I commit to 
honoring differences, knowing they add to the richness of the group’s experience. 
 
God frequently speaks through the unfamiliar and different.  I will listen intently in order 
to fully understand different points of view, realizing these other views will help with my 
own evolving journey. 
 
Listening is an act of love and care.  I will always listen respectfully and constructively 
(i.e., no side conversations, no interruptions). 
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How I treat another person is much more important than my opinions and perspectives.  I 
recognize that we are looking for truthful insights within potentially different views.  I 
will respectfully seek clarification of other perspectives to add to my understanding.  If 
I choose to disagree with a perspective that is different from mine, I will do this 
respectfully and lovingly. 
 
Because God made us, all persons are of equal importance and value, and all voices are 
important.  I commit to assuring that everyone has an opportunity to speak, and I will 
encourage others to speak before I speak again. 
 
God has given each of us gifts that are given in the hope and expectation that these gifts 
will be shared.  I will participate fully and share in the responsibility for the group’s 
process and experience 
 
Trust and respect must be offered as the terms of being together in this journey of faith.  I 
will honor that everything that is shared within this group is to stay within this 
group. 

 
Closing Prayer   
 
A Reading from the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales, from their 1996 
statement, The Common Good and the Catholic Church's Social Teaching  
(http://www.osjspm.org/majordoc_statement_of_note_common_good.aspx): 
 
 The Church recognises that care for the environment is part of care for the 
 common good - the environment is one of the "common goods" which are the 
 shared responsibility of the human race. We have to reject some of the easy 
 assumptions of an earlier stage of industrialisation, such as that the human race, 
 because God had given it dominion over the world, had an unlimited freedom to 
 despoil the natural environment for its own purposes. Those who feel moved to a 
 loving care for the internal balances of nature are responding to a deep religious 
 instinct implanted within them by God. Their intuition tells them that the human 
 race takes its place on this planet as a gift and privilege, and needs to cultivate 
 what the new Catechism of the Catholic Church calls a "religious respect for the 
 integrity of creation" (paragraph 2415).  
 
Let us pray. 
 
And God said of this creation that it is good.  God made the world as goodness, rich and 
overflowing, abundance for all in a shared community of life. 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.   
 
We pray in sorrow for the human condition.  We pray in mourning for the damage we 
have done.  We commit to becoming healers within the broken fabric of life. 
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R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.   
 
We pray in hope that we represent here in this community the spirit of creation at work in 
the world.  We pray that we might respond to this “deep religious instinct implanted 
within [us] by God.” 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.   
 
We go in peace, to rest, to reflect, to ponder how we want to live in this world, and what 
kind of world we want to pass on to our children, and their children’s children, on to the 
next generation, and the next. 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.   
 
Let the community say:  Amen. 
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   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis 
 
 

SESSION TWO:  The Human on the Planet: the Katrina Metaphor 
 

Theme: Humans have engineered and reshaped the Earth through industrialization, 
altering some of the planet’s basic ecosystems, often with disastrous results.  We contrast 
this with the gift of Creation and examine what this says about our attitude toward it. 
  

 

Note to  Participants         
 

Everyone is encouraged to take some time to journal their reflections as they read the 
assignments for this session.  In addition, participants are to bring to this session some 
photos of children, grandchildren, and/or other little ones they care about, along with 
photos of some of their favorite natural or scenic places.   

 
Session Two Notes and Readings 

 
Opening Prayer  
 
L: And God said, “See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth and every 
tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food; and to all the animals of the land, all 
the birds of the air, and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground, I give all the 
green plants for food.”  And so it happened.  God looked at everything God had made 
and found it to be very good.  Evening came, and morning came…  Thus the heavens and 
the earth and all their array were completed… So God blessed the seventh day and made 
it holy, because God rested from all the work God had done in creation.  (Gn. 1:29-2:3) 
 
R:  Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 

Song chosen by facilitator. 

L: A reading from Pope John Paul II’s 1990 World Day of Peace message, “Peace with 
God the Creator, Peace with All Creation:” 

…the increasing devastation of the world of nature is apparent to all. It results from 
the behaviour of people who show a callous disregard for the hidden, yet 
perceivable requirements of the order and harmony which govern nature itself . 
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People are asking anxiously if it is still possible to remedy the damage which has 
been done. Clearly, an adequate solution cannot be found merely in a better 
management or a more rational use of the earth's resources, as important as these 
may be. Rather, we must go to the source of the problem and face in its entirety that 
profound moral crisis of which the destruction of the environment is only one 
troubling aspect. 

Certain elements of today's ecological crisis reveal its moral character. First among 
these is the indiscriminate application of advances in science and technology. Many 
recent discoveries have brought undeniable benefits to humanity. Indeed, they 
demonstrate the nobility of the human vocation to participate responsibly in God's 
creative action in the world. Unfortunately, it is now clear that the application of 
these discoveries in the fields of industry and agriculture have produced harmful 
long-term effects. This has led to the painful realization that we cannot interfere in 
one area of the ecosystem without paying due attention both to the consequences of 
such interference in other areas and to the well-being of future generations. 
[emphases in original] 

Let us pray: 
 
L: What have you done to my vineyard? (reference Is. 5) 
R: What have you done to my vineyard? 
 
L: The earth is utterly laid waste, utterly stripped…; the earth mourns and fades, the 
world languishes and fades, both heaven and earth languish.  (Is. 24:3-4) 
 
R: What have you done to my vineyard? 
 
L: The earth is polluted because of its inhabitants, who have transgressed laws, violated 
statutes, broken the ancient covenant. (Is. 24:5) 
 
R: What have you done to my vineyard? 
 
L: Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants pay for their guilt… The wine 
mourns, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted groan.  (Is. 24:7) 
 
R: What have you done to my vineyard? 
 
L: Thus it is within the land, and among the peoples. (Is. 24:12) 
 
R: What have you done to my vineyard? 
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Reading 

A Hospitable Earth for Future Generations 
Message to the Stockholm Conference on Human Environment 

Pope Paul VI - June 1, 1972 

 

    ON THE OCCASION of the opening of the United Nations Conference on 
Environment, which you have prepared zealously and competently, we would like to tell 
you and all the participants of the interest with which we follow this great enterprise.  
The care of preserving and improving the natural environment, like the noble ambition of 
stimulating a first gesture of world cooperation in favor of this good necessary for 
everyone, meets needs that are deeply felt among the men of our times. 

    Today, indeed, there is a growing awareness that man and his environment are more 
inseparable than ever.  The environment essentially conditions man's life and 
development, while man, in his turn, perfects and ennobles his environment through his 
presence, work, and contemplation.  But human creativeness will yield true and lasting 
fruit only to the extent to which man respects the laws that govern the vital impulse and 
nature's capacity for regeneration.  Both are united, therefore, and share a common 
temporal future.  So man is warned of the necessity of replacing the advance, often blind 
and turbulent, of material progress left to its dynamism alone, with respect for the 
biosphere in an overall vision of his domain, which has become "one Earth", to quote the 
fine motto of the Conference. 

    The cancellation of distance by the progress of communication; the establishment of 
closer and closer bonds between the peoples through economic development; the growing 
subservience of the forces of nature to science and technology; the multiplication of 
human relations beyond the barriers of nationalities and races are so many factors of 
interdependence for better or for worse, for the hope of safety or the risk of disaster.  An 
abuse, a deterioration in one part of the world has repercussions in other places and can 
spoil the quality of other people's lives, often unbeknown to themselves and through no 
fault of their own.  Man now knows with absolute certainty that scientific and technical 
progress, despite its promising aspects for the advancement of all peoples, bears within it, 
like every human work, a heavy charge of ambivalence, for good and for evil. 

    In the first place intelligence can apply its discoveries as means of destruction, as in the 
case of atomic, chemical, and bacteriological arms and so many other instruments of war, 
great and small, for which moral conscience can feel only horror.  But how can we ignore 
the imbalances caused in the biosphere by the disorderly exploitation of the physical 
reserves of the planet, even for the purpose of producing something useful, such as the 
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wasting of natural resources that cannot be renewed; pollution of the earth, water, the air 
and space, with the resulting attacks on vegetable and animal life?  All that contributes to 
the impoverishment and deterioration of man's environment to the extent, it is said, of 
threatening his own survival.  Finally, our generation must energetically accept the 
challenge of going beyond partial and immediate aims to prepare a hospitable earth for 
future generations. 

    Interdependency must now be met by joint responsibility; common destiny by 
solidarity.  This will not be done by resorting to facile solutions.  Just as the demographic 
problem is not solved by unduly limiting access to life, so the problem of the 
environment cannot be tackled with technical measures alone.  The latter are 
indispensable, it is true, and your Assembly will have to study them and propose means 
to put the situation right.  It is only too clear, for example, that industry being one of the 
main causes of pollution, its is absolutely necessary for those in charge of it to perfect 
their methods and find the means, as far as possible without harming production, to 
reduce, if not eliminate completely the causes of pollution.  In this task of purification it 
is clear, too, that chemical research workers will play an important role, and that great 
hope is placed in their professional capacities. 

    But all technical measures would remain ineffectual if they were not accompanied by 
awareness of the necessity of a radical change of mentality.  All are called to clear-
sightedness and courage.  Will our civilization, tempted to increase its marvelous 
achievements by despotic domination of the human environment, discover in time the 
way to control its material growth, to use the earth's food with wise moderation, and to 
cultivate real poverty of spirit in order to carry out urgent and indispensable 
reconversions?  We would like to think so, for the very excesses of progress lead men, 
and, significantly, the young particularly, to recognize that their power over nature must 
be exercised in accordance with ethical demands.  The saturation caused in some people 
by a life that is too easy and the growing awareness in a large number of the solidarity 
that links mankind, thus contribute to restoring the respectful attitude on which man's 
relationship with his environment is essentially based.  How can we fail to recall here the 
imperishable example of St. Francis of Assisi and to mention the great Christian 
contemplative Orders, which offer the testimony of an inner harmony achieved in the 
framework of trusting communion with the rhythms and laws of nature? 

    "Everything created by God is good," the Apostle St. Paul writes (1 Tim 4:4), echoing 
the text of Genesis that relates God's satisfaction with each of his works.  To rule creation 
means for the human race not to destroy it but to perfect it; to transform the world not 
into a chaos no longer fit for habitation, but into a beautiful abode where everything is 
respected.  So no one can take possession in an absolute and selfish way of the 
environment, which is not a "res nullius" -- something not belonging to anyone -- but the 
"res omnium" -- the patrimony of mankind, so that those in possession of it -- men in 
private or public life -- must use it in a way that redounds to the real advantage of 
everyone.  Man is certainly the first and truest treasure of the earth. 
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    For this reason the care of offering everyone the possibility of access to a fair share in 
the resources, existing or potential, of our planet must weigh particularly on the 
conscience of men of goodwill.  Development, that is, the complete growth of man, 
presents itself as the subject, the keystone of your deliberations, in which you will pursue 
not only ecological equilibrium but also a just equilibrium of prosperity between the 
centers of the industrialized world and their immense periphery.  Want, it has rightly been 
said, is the worst of pollutions.  Is it utopian to hope that the young nations, who are 
constructing, at the cost of great efforts, a better future for their peoples, seeking to 
assimilate the positive acquisitions of technical civilization, but rejecting its excesses and 
deviations, should become the pioneers in the building of a new world, for which the 
Stockholm Conference is called to give the starting signal?  It would be all the more 
unfair to refuse them the means to do so, in that they have often had to pay a heavy, 
undeserved contribution to the degradation and impoverishment of the common 
biological patrimony.  Thus, instead of seeing in the struggle for a better environment the 
reaction of fear of the rich, they would see in it, to the benefit of everyone, an affirmation 
of faith and hope in the destiny of the human family gathered round a common project. 

    It is with these sentiments that we pray to the Almighty to grant to all the participants, 
together with the abundance of his Blessings, the light of Wisdom and the spirit of 
brotherly Love for the complete success of their work. 

 

Closing Prayer   
 
L: Yahweh’s is the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.  And so, let 
us pray: 
 
Let us bring to our prayer table the concerns of our hearts this day.  We invite any who 
wish to read the one or two sentences that they wrote during their meditation and to place 
them on the table.  After each, we shall respond with our responsorial verse.  This will be 
our closing litany.  To each prayer, respond: Yahweh’s is the earth and its fullness; the 
world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: Creator God, be with us as we ponder these things, as we pray for our children, as we 
pray for our world.  May we become each day a more healing presence on this damaged 
earth, respecting the intricacies of the fabric of life in which we dwell.  May we learn to 
treasure this garden given to all for the fullness of life.  This we ask in the name of Jesus 
the healer.  Amen. 
 
Session to conclude with a song.



 

 
JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 

JustFaith Ministries receives over half of its funding in the form of charitable contributions from program 
graduates and works in partnership with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief 

Services, Bread for the World, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and Pax Christi USA. 
 

 

17
 

   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis  
  

 
SESSION THREE: The Meaning of Fossil Fuels 

 
Theme:  Industrialization has been fueled by the exploitation of coal, oil, and natural gas 
at the cost of great environmental devastation.  The previous era of cheap sources of 
energy is now coming to a rapid end.  We examine here our carbon footprint, the damage 
caused by our use of fossil fuels, and how Catholic social teaching reflects on the crisis. 
   

 

Note to  Participants         
 
Participants are to bring to this session a copy of their last energy bills.  And, if decided at 
the previous session, participants are to calculate their carbon footprint as homework in 
advance of this session; otherwise this calculation will be done during this session.  The 
graphs included below will be discussed during the session. 
 
The session may also include a guest speaker who will address the issue of fossil fuels. 

 
Session Three Notes  

 
Welcome and Opening Prayer  
 
L: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L (or a designated reader): A reading from At Home in the Web of Life, by the Catholic 
Bishops of Appalachia: 
 

“We do not see this conflict between a culture of death and a culture of 
life as simply an Appalachian crisis. Rather we see the Appalachia crisis as a 
window into a larger crisis which now threatens the entire society, including 
the middle class, and indeed the full ecosystem across the entire planet. 

The conflict between a culture of death and a culture of life is a 
profoundly moral crisis. Pope John Paul II warned us of "… a moral and 
spiritual poverty caused by over-development." The Pope declared that "… a 
sense of religion as well as human values are in danger of being overwhelmed 
by a wave of consumerism." 
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Further, this same struggle of all society between a culture of death and 
a culture of life is also played out at the intimate level in personal 
relationships. Here the culture of death invades our very souls through 
addictions and co-dependencies, often leading to abuse and violence, 
especially against women and children. 

But the culture of life, rooted in the power of the Spirit of Jesus who 
"was raised from the dead . . . (so) we too might live in newness of life," 
[Romans 7:4] also touches our very souls and leads us to new life where 
despairing persons can begin recovery, wounded relationships can be healed, 
families can be strengthened, whole communities can be renewed, and the 
web of life can again flourish.” 

 
 
L: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  God looked at everything God had made and pronounced it to be very good. 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: It is you, Yahweh, you are the only one; you made the heavens, the highest heavens 
and all their host, the earth and all that is upon it, the seas and all that is in them.  To all 
of them you give life, and the heavenly hosts bow down before you. [Nehemiah 9:6] 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: Break forth, you mountains, into song, you forest with all your trees… [Is 45: 23b] 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: For thus says Yahweh, the Creator of the heavens who is God, the designer and maker 
of the earth who established it, not creating it to be a waste, but designing it to be lived 
in: I am Yahweh and no other. [Is. 45:18] 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: The psalmist exults, “Let all the rivers clap their hands and the mountains shout for joy 
at the presence of Yahweh…” [Ps. 98:8-9]  Who then are we to silence these voices of 
praise? 
 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: Creator God, we acknowledge the harm done to your creation by the way in which we 
humans have used this planet for our comfort and gain.  You charged us with its care.  
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We ask today for the courage to see the damage, to understand our responsibility, and to 
become healers within the broken fabric of life.  This we ask in Jesus’ name.  R: Amen 
 
 
Graphs for Reflection 
 
During Session Three you will have time to discuss content and meaning of the following 
graphs.  Be sure to bring these graphs to the session.  

 

 
NOAA graphs: http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/ 
 
Most scientists consider 350 ppm to be the limit for the planet’s climate to remain 
relatively stable. 
 
 

--------------------------- 
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http://www.globalchange.gov/resources/gallery?func=viewcategory&catid=2 

 
Closing Prayer   
 
L: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
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R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L: A reading from the end of Chapter 3, Living Beyond the End of the World: 
 

…if we do not have an immediate supply problem, that means we must 
choose to change our lives to drastically reduce our oil consumption and our 
carbon footprint, for the sake of the planet. 

 
Will we make such a choice? 
 
[As economist and historian Robert Heilbroner, once wrote]:   
 
“Suppose we…knew with a high degree of certainty that humankind could 

not survive a thousand years unless we gave up our wasteful diet of meat, 
abandoned all pleasure driving, cut back on every use of energy that was not 
essential to the maintenance of the bare minimum. Would we care enough for 
posterity to pay the price of its survival?” 

What if we knew that global warming and ecological destruction would 
cause the collapse of human societies and the deaths of billions of people over the 
course of this century unless we did all those things? Would we care enough to pay 
the price by altering our lives? Would we? 

L: What is in your heart?   

L: We bring our fears, questions, challenges to the community.  I invite those who wish 
to bring their concerns to the table and place them on the table.  After each, we 
pronounce: 

For the healing of our broken planet and the human spirit, we pray, God have 
mercy on your people. 

 
L:  We close with a prayer of solidarity with communities suffering the effects of fossil 
fuel extraction and consumption: 

Let us also bring to our table those who suffer because of the destruction of the 
mountains, the rivers and streams, the deserts and farmlands, and our precious 
atmosphere, because of the extraction and burning of fossil fuels.  With the 
Bishops of Appalachia, our sisters and brothers of the mountains, and all living 
beings with whom we share this planet, we pray: 

 
R: The mountains shall yield peace for the people, and the hills justice (Ps. 72:3)   
 
L: May we become servants and ministers of this prophetic pronouncement.   
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R: May we in our lives, our lifestyles, our values, and principles yield peace and 
justice for the entire earth community.  
 
L: The psalmist exults, “Let all the rivers clap their hands and the mountains shout for joy 
at the presence of Yahweh…” [Ps. 98:8-9]   
 
May we help to ensure that the mountains and rivers may always shout their praise 
and exult in the presence of God our Creator. 
 
L: For this we pray.   
 
R: Amen 
 
Session to close with a song. 
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   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis  
  
 
SESSION FOUR:  Living Beyond Our Means.  Must 9 Billion People  

 Be My Neighbor? 
 
Theme:  We human beings are living beyond the means of the Earth to support our 
consumption and waste. We examine the extent to which we are depleting the planet’s 
ecosystems and stealing from future generations.  We calculate our ecological footprint 
and ask the question, “Who is my neighbor, and must I love them as myself?” 

 
 

Note to Participants         
 
This session is designed to be a field trip that includes outdoor activity as well as some 
conversation with a local ecologist and/or a nature expert.  It is important that participants 
come prepared with appropriate clothing and shoes for an outdoor activity. 
 
In addition to the readings, participants are to spend some time with their journals 
reflecting on the conversation with the speaker at the last session. 

 
Session Four Notes and Readings 

 
Welcome and Opening Prayer  
  
L: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  Creator God, we gather this day before your wounded earth and ask for courage to see 
the world, not as you have made it, but as we humans have made it.  You gave us a 
garden for lasting nourishment, beauty, and revelation of your love and presence among 
us, and we have damaged it in ways that threaten all three.  Grant us this day the wisdom 
to learn without fear, to grieve what is lost, and to vow to change course so that the earth 
may heal, regenerate, and continue to bear and nurture rich life for our children and our 
children’s children.  Make us worthy of the gift of Creation.  This we ask in Jesus’ name:  
R:  Amen 
  
L (or participant reader): A reading from Luke 10:25b-29 
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“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus said to him, “What is 
written in the law?”  He said in reply, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.”  He replied to him, “You have answered correctly; do this and you 
will live.” 

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”    

 
Moment of silence. 
 
L: From Sven Burmeister: 
 The ultimate constraint on resource use is the carrying capacity of the globe: per 
capita resource use should not exceed the level the globe can sustain for all the world’s 
people. Today’s per capita resource use in industrial countries is not sustainable for all 
inhabitants of the earth. . . . The planet is capable of carrying only 500 million people 
indefinitely at the level of income and technology in the United States today. If resources 
were used more prudently as in Europe and Japan, the planet might carry one billion 
people indefinitely. Demographers estimate that, if present trends continue, the world’s 
population . . . will stabilize sometime in the twenty-first century at nine to twelve billion 
human beings. 
 
Let us pray:   (take a moment of silence before continuing…) 
 
L:  What could I have done to my vineyard that I have not done? 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  Jesus came “that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (Jn. 10:10) 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  “Amen I say to you, it will be hard for the one who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  Jesus said, “What you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.” 
(Mt. 25:45) 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
Naming our grief -    
 
L: What we read this past week and what we are addressing this week can fill us with 
grief and fear.  Let us name out loud some of the persons, places, other creatures we care 
about that may be lost or are already lost or endangered because of ecological overshoot. 
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L:  We bring all these cares and concerns, those we love, the gifts of creation, all that is 
now in danger because of the human footprint to our collective prayer.  God, open our 
hearts to listen to the voices of the planet and the Spirit that speaks to us in the unfolding 
of Creation.   
R: Amen 
 
Readings 
 
“An Invitation to Reflection and Action on Environment in Light of Catholic Social 
Teaching,” an excerpt from Renewing the Earth, November 14, 1991 
 
Catholic Social Teaching and Environmental Ethics 

The tradition of Catholic social teaching offers a developing and distinctive perspective 
on environmental issues. We believe that the following themes drawn from this tradition 
are integral dimensions of ecological responsibility: 

 a God-centered and sacramental view of the universe, which grounds human 
accountability for the fate of the earth; 

 a consistent respect for human life, which extends to respect for all creation; 

 a worldview affirming the ethical significance of global interdependence and the 
common good; 

 an ethics of solidarity promoting cooperation and a just structure of sharing in the 
world community; 

 an understanding of the universal purpose of created things, which requires 
equitable use of the earth's resources; 

 an option for the poor, which gives passion to the quest for an equitable and 
sustainable world; 

 a conception of authentic development, which offers a direction for progress that 
respects human dignity and the limits of material growth… 

A Sacramental Universe 
The whole universe is God's dwelling. Earth, a very small, uniquely blessed corner of that 
universe, gifted with unique natural blessings, is humanity's home, and humans are never 
so much at home as when God dwells with them. In the beginning, the first man and 
woman walked with God in the cool of the day. Throughout history, people have 
continued to meet the Creator on mountaintops, in vast deserts, and alongside waterfalls 
and gently flowing springs. In storms and earthquakes, they found expressions of divine 
power. In the cycle of the seasons and the courses of the stars, they have discerned signs 
of God's fidelity and wisdom. We still share, though dimly, in that sense of God's 
presence in nature. But as heirs and victims of the industrial revolution, students of 
science and the beneficiaries of technology, urban-dwellers and jet-commuters, 
twentieth-century Americans have also grown estranged from the natural scale and 
rhythms of life on earth. 
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For many people, the environmental movement has reawakened appreciation of the truth 
that, through the created gifts of nature, men and women encounter their Creator. The 
Christian vision of a sacramental universe–a world that discloses the Creator's presence 
by visible and tangible signs–can contribute to making the earth a home for the human 
family once again. Pope John Paul II has called for Christians to respect and protect the 
environment, so that through nature people can "contemplate the mystery of the greatness 
and love of God.” 
Reverence for the Creator present and active in nature, moreover, may serve as ground 
for environmental responsibility. For the very plants and animals, mountains and oceans, 
which in their loveliness and sublimity lift our minds to God, by their fragility and 
perishing likewise cry out, "We have not made ourselves." God brings them into being 
and sustains them in existence. It is to the Creator of the universe, then, that we are 
accountable for what we do or fail to do to preserve and care for the earth and all its 
creatures. For "[t]he LORD'S are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who 
dwell in it" (Ps 24:1). Dwelling in the presence of God, we begin to experience ourselves 
as part of creation, as stewards within it, not separate from it. As faithful stewards, 
fullness of life comes from living responsibly within God's creation. 
 
Stewardship implies that we must both care for creation according to standards that are 
not of our own making and at the same time be resourceful in finding ways to make the 
earth flourish. It is a difficult balance, requiring both a sense of limits and a spirit of 
experimentation. Even as we rejoice in earth's goodness and in the beauty of nature, 
stewardship places upon us responsibility for the well-being of all God's creatures… 
 
The diversity of life manifests God's glory. Every creature shares a bit of the divine 
beauty. Because the divine goodness could not be represented by one creature alone, 
Aquinas tells us, God "produced many and diverse creatures, so that what was wanting to 
one in representation of the divine goodness might be supplied by another . . . hence the 
whole universe together participates in the divine goodness more perfectly, and 
represents it better than any single creature whatever" (Summa Theologica, Prima Pars, 
question 48, ad 2). The wonderful variety of the natural world is, therefore, part of the 
divine plan and, as such, invites our respect. Accordingly, it is appropriate that we treat 
other creatures and the natural world not just as means to human fulfillment but also as 
God's creatures, possessing an independent value, worthy of our respect and care. 
 
By preserving natural environments, by protecting endangered species, by laboring to 
make human environments compatible with local ecology, by employing appropriate 
technology, and by carefully evaluating technological innovations as we adopt them, we 
exhibit respect for creation and reverence for the Creator… 
 
A New Solidarity 
In the Catholic tradition, the universal common good is specified by the duty of 
solidarity, "a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to the common 
good," a willingness "to ‘lose oneself' for the sake of the other[s] instead of exploiting 
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[them]" (Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis [=SRS], no. 38). In the face of "the 
structures of sin," moreover, solidarity requires sacrifices of our own self-interest for the 
good of others and of the earth we share. Solidarity places special obligations upon the 
industrial democracies, including the United States. "The ecological crisis," Pope John 
Paul II has written, "reveals the urgent moral need for a new solidarity, especially in 
relations between the developing nations and those that are highly industrialized" (EC, 
no. 10). Only with equitable and sustainable development can poor nations curb 
continuing environmental degradation and avoid the destructive effects of the kind of 
overdevelopment that has used natural resources irresponsibly… 
Option for the Poor 
The ecological problem is intimately connected to justice for the poor. "The goods of the 
earth, which in the divine plan should be a common patrimony," Pope John Paul II has 
reminded us, "often risk becoming the monopoly of a few who often spoil it and, 
sometimes, destroy it, thereby creating a loss for all humanity" (October 25, 1991 address 
at conference marking the presentation of the Second Edition of the St. Francis "Canticle 
of the Creatures" International Award for the Environment). 
 
The poor of the earth offer a special test of our solidarity. The painful adjustments we 
have to undertake in our own economies for the sake of the environment must not 
diminish our sensitivity to the needs of the poor at home and abroad. The option for the 
poor embedded in the Gospel and the Church's teaching makes us aware that the poor 
suffer most directly from environmental decline and have the least access to relief from 
their suffering. Indigenous peoples die with their forests and grasslands. In Bhopal and 
Chernobyl, it was the urban poor and working people who suffered the most immediate 
and intense contamination. Nature will truly enjoy its second spring only when humanity 
has compassion for its own weakest members… 
 
Consumption in developed nations remains the single greatest source of global 
environmental destruction. A child born in the United States, for example, puts a far 
heavier burden on the world's resources than one born in a poor developing country. By 
one estimate, each American uses twenty-eight times the energy of a person living in a 
developing country. Advanced societies, and our own in particular, have barely begun to 
make efforts at reducing their consumption of resources and the enormous waste and 
pollution that result from it. We in the developed world, therefore, are obligated to 
address our own wasteful and destructive use of resources as a matter of top priority. 

 
Graphs for Reflection 
 
The following three graphs and facts will be used during Session Four.  Be sure to bring 
this material with you to Session Four. 
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United States of America 

 

This graph tracks, in absolute terms, the average per person resource demand (Ecological 
Footprint) and per person resource supply (Biocapacity) in United States of America 
since 1961. Biocapacity varies each year with ecosystem management, agricultural 
practices (such as fertilizer use and irrigation), ecosystem degradation, and weather.  
Source: http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/trends/us/ 
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World map of countries shaded according to their ecological footprint in 2005 (published in 2008 
by the Global Footprint Network). It is measured by the amount of global hectares that are 
affected by humans per capita of the country. Lighter shades denote countries with a lower 
ecological footprint per capita and darker shaded for countries with a higher ecological footprint 
per capita. The total ecological footprint (global hectares affected by humans) is measured as a 
total of six factors: Cropland Footprint, Grazing Footprint, Forest Footprint, Fishing Ground 
Footprint, Carbon Footprint and Built-up Land.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_map_of_countries_by_ecological_footprint.svg 

 
Facts to consider:   
The available productive area of the earth amounts to some 11.2 billion hectares or 1.8 
global hectares per person in 2002, which does not include the area needed to support 
wild animals. The total ecological footprint in 2002 was 13.7 global hectares, or 2.2 
global hectares per person.  The U.S. average is nearly 10 hectares per person.  In Haiti, 
the per capita average is under .6 hectares. 

* The recommended basic water requirement per person per day is 50 litres. But people can get 
by with about 30 litres: 5 litres for food and drink and another 25 for hygiene. 

* Some countries use less than 10 litres per person per day. Gambia uses 4.5, Mali 8, Somalia 8.9, 
and Mozambique 9.3. 

* By contrast the average US citizen uses 500 litres per day, and the British average is 200. 

* In the West, it takes about eight litres to brush our teeth, 10 to 35 litres to flush a lavatory, and 
100 to 200 litres to take a shower. 

* The litres of water needed to produce a kilo of: potatoes is 1,000; maize is 1,400; wheat is 
1,450; chicken is 4,600; beef is 42,500. 
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Source: Ben Russell and Nigel Morris “Armed forces are put on standby to tackle threat of wars over 
water,” The Independent, Feb. 28, 2006, http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/armed-forces-are-put-
on-standby-to-tackle-threat-of-wars-over-water-467974.html 

Closing Prayer 
Invite participants to gather in a circle around the candle, or if outside, around a small 
fire. 
 
L:  Pope Benedict XVI has challenged us with these words: “Our earth speaks to us, and 
we must listen if we want to survive.” [July 24, 2007]  And so let us pray: 
 
L: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  I will sing the song of God’s vineyard. 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done? 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  We are born of this creation which God has pronounced, ‘good.’ 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  My people, what have I done to you, or in what have I offended you?  Answer me. 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
L:  Like a garden of Eden is the land before them and after them a desert waste…  
[Joel 2:3] 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  Yet even now return to me with your whole heart… [Joel 2:12] 
R: Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  A reading from Benedict XVI - Today, we all see that man can destroy the 
foundations of his existence, his earth, hence, that we can no longer simply do what we 
like or what seems useful and promising at the time with this earth of ours, with the 
reality entrusted to us. On the contrary, we must respect the inner laws of creation, of this 
earth, we must learn these laws and obey these laws if we wish to survive. Consequently, 
this obedience to the voice of the earth, of being, is more important for our future 
happiness than the voices of the moment, the desires of the moment. In short, this is a 
first criterion to learn: that being itself, our earth, speaks to us and we must listen if we 
want to survive and to decipher this message of the earth. And if we must be obedient to 
the voice of the earth, this is even truer for the voice of human life. Not only must we 
care for the earth, we must respect the other, others: both the other as an individual 
person, as my neighbour, and others as communities who live in the world and have to 
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live together. And we see that it is only with full respect for this creature of God, this 
image of God which man is, and with respect for our coexistence on this earth, that we 
can develop.  (http://www.catholic.org/featured/headline.php?ID=4697&page=1) 
 
L: Let us pray:     
 

We bring to the light the concerns of our hearts.  Today we are challenged with 
the question, “Who is my neighbor?”  Let us name them and pray for them, and 
for our communities, that we might heed the call of our church to a greater 
solidarity with our world… 

 
After people offer their prayers, leader lights a sage stick or incense from the fire and 
then states: We recall that many native spiritualities use the smoke as a way of 
purification and cleansing.  In scripture, incense is used as a prayer offering and in some 
traditions it is used sacramentally.   
 
Leader may invite participants to incense one another, and to bow to one another as they 
do so.  At the end of the incensing ritual, all say, “God, may our prayer arise as incense 
in your sight, and may the lifting of our hands be like the evening sacrifice.” (Ps. 
140:2) 
 
L:  We ask God today to hear all the prayers of our hearts, and the prayers of the earth.  
In Luke it is written that the scholar of law queried Jesus about what we must do to 
inherit eternal life.  And Jesus asked him, “What is written in the law?  How do you read 
it?” to which the man replied, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself.”   
 
And Jesus said, “You have answered correctly; do this and you shall live.” 
 
R: Amen 
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   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis  
    
 
SESSION FIVE:  Threat of War in a World of Growing Scarcities 
 
Theme: Growing scarcities of water, food, and energy will increase the threat of violent 
conflict, including war.  We examine this problem in light of the gospels and Catholic 
Social Teaching. 

 
 

Note to Participants         
 
This session is designed for the group to have a guest speaker. 

 
 

Session Five Notes and Readings 
 
Opening Prayer  
L:  Jesus said, “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our dwelling with them.  Whoever does not love me does 
not keep my words; yet the word you hear is not mine, but that of the Father who sent 
me.” 
 
“I have told you this while I am with you.  The Advocate, the Holy Spirit that the Father 
will send in my name – he will teach you everything and remind you of all I told you.  
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”  (John 14:23-27) 
 
R: You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.  But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be children of your heavenly Father…  (Matthew 5:43-45a) 
 
Pause   
 
L:  We ask this day for the light of peace in our broken world. 
R:  Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  Amen 
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Readings 
 
A.  An excerpt from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, A Reflection of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the Tenth Anniversary of ‘The 
Challenge of Peace’, November 17, 1993 
 
Justice and the Environment 
The whole human race suffers as a result of environmental blight, and generations yet 
unborn will bear the cost for our failure to act today. But in most countries today, 
including our own, it is the poor and the powerless who most directly bear the burden of 
current environmental carelessness. Their lands and neighborhoods are more likely to be 
polluted or to host toxic waste dumps, their water to be undrinkable, their children to be 
harmed. Too often, the structure of sacrifice involved in environmental remedies seems to 
exact a high price from the poor and from workers. Small farmers, industrial workers, 
lumberjacks, watermen, rubber-tappers, for example, shoulder much of the weight of 
economic adjustment. Caught in a spiral of poverty and environmental degradation, poor 
people suffer acutely from the loss of soil fertility, pollution of rivers and urban streets, 
and the destruction of forest resources. Overcrowding and unequal land distribution often 
force them to overwork the soil, clear the forests, or migrate to marginal land. Their 
efforts to eke out a bare existence adds in its own way to environmental degradation and 
not infrequently to disaster for themselves and others who are equally poor. 
 
Sustainable economic policies, that is, practices that reduce current stresses on natural 
systems and are consistent with sound environmental policy in the long term, must be put 
into effect. At the same time, the world economy must come to include hundreds of 
millions of poor families who live at the edge of survival… 
 
One of the disturbing signs of the times is a reduced priority given and growing 
indifference to the world's poor. From the perspective of faith, the modern world is more 
and more illustrative of the story of the rich man and Lazarus, with an ever-widening gap 
between the world's haves and have-nots.24 "When the West gives the impression of 
abandoning itself to forms of growing and selfish isolation," Pope John Paul II warns, 
"then we are up against not only a betrayal of humanity's legitimate expectations—a 
betrayal that is a harbinger of unforeseeable consequences—but also a real desertion of a 
moral obligation.25  
 
Perhaps the growing awareness of the planet-wide ecological crisis may offer a new 
opportunity to overcome "the temptation to close in upon [ourselves]" and to neglect "the 
responsibilities following from [a] superior position in the community of nations."26 For 
as the leaders of the world recognized at the Earth Summit in 1992, our common future 
on Earth requires a new covenant between North and South, between rich nations and 
poor for sustainable global development. 



 

 
JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 

JustFaith Ministries receives over half of its funding in the form of charitable contributions from program 
graduates and works in partnership with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief 

Services, Bread for the World, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and Pax Christi USA. 
 

 

34
 

 
Sustainable development goes beyond "economic growth," which has been synonymous 
with the concept of development since the early 1960s. Rather, sustainable development 
is concerned with preserving the planet's ecological heritage, addressing the rampant 
poverty in the poorest nations, redirecting development in terms of quality rather than 
quantity in the industrial world, creating environmentally sensitive technologies and 
keeping population growth at sustainable levels through programs of development and 
education that respect cultural, religious and family values. 
 
Such a sustainable future demands heightened commitment by the United States and 
others to Third World development. Authentic development by poorer nations will not 
only help safeguard the Earth's resources for all peoples and reduce pollution and 
environmental degradation, but will also lessen the impact of population growth or 
decline on the environment and the overall development process.  
 
Only major changes in the international economic order will stop the flow of wealth from 
the poor to the rich. Arrangements of trade should ensure that poor countries obtain fair 
prices for their products and access to our markets. Foreign aid should focus more on 
empowering the poor to improve the quality of their lives than in shoring up the 
international economic system or pursuing national interest or competitive advantage. 
The financial system should try to mitigate the human consequences of the massive 
external debt of the developing countries. Both foreign and domestic investment in the 
developing countries should increase in ways that neither create nor perpetuate 
dependency; and environmentally designed technology needs to be shared with Third 
World countries and developed in ways appropriate to newly emerging economies. 
 
Even with these changes, foreign assistance must remain an important component of a 
just international economic order. Development assistance has been a shrinking part of 
U.S. foreign aid in recent years. Compared to other industrialized nations, we continue to 
rank near the bottom in terms of the share of our economy devoted to development 
assistance. Rather than abandon foreign aid at a time of growing isolationist sentiments, 
we need to redirect U.S. foreign assistance toward a more effective effort to help poor 
people improve the quality of their lives. In this effort, "it will be necessary above all," as 
Pope John Paul II has written, "to abandon a mentality in which the poor — as 
individuals and as peoples — are considered a burden, as irksome intruders trying to 
consume what others have produced."27 Rather, we must find new ways to empower the 
world's poor, especially women, to take control of their own lives so as to lead lives of 
dignity, not deprivation and dependency. 
 
24  John Paul II, On Social Concern (Sollicitudo Rei Socialis), papal encyclical (Washington, D.C.: Office for   
      Publishing and Promotion Services, 1987), No. 14-17 
25 & 26  Ibid. No. 23 
27  John Paul II, On the Hundredth Anniversary of Rerum Novarum (Centesimus Annus), papal encyclical    
      (Washington, D.C.: USCC Office for Publishing and Promotion Services, 1991)  no. 28. 
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B.  Excerpts from “On Social Concerns, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis”, Pope John Paul II 
1987  

…if the social question has acquired a worldwide dimension, this is because the demand 
for justice can only be satisfied on that level. To ignore this demand could encourage the 
temptation among the victims of injustice to respond with violence, as happens at the 
origin of many wars. Peoples excluded from the fair distribution of the goods originally 
destined for all could ask themselves: why not respond with violence to those who first 
treat us with violence? 

…how can one justify the fact that huge sums of money, which could and should be used 
for increasing the development of peoples, are instead utilized for the enrichment of 
individuals or groups, or assigned to the increase of stockpiles of weapons, both in 
developed countries and in the developing ones, thereby upsetting the real priorities? This 
is even more serious given the difficulties which often hinder the direct transfer of capital 
set aside for helping needy countries. If "development is the new name for peace," war 
and military preparations are the major enemy of the integral development of peoples. 

In the light of this expression of Pope Paul VI, we are thus invited to re-examine the 
concept of development. This of course is not limited to merely satisfying material 
necessities through an increase of goods, while ignoring the sufferings of the many and 
making the selfishness of individuals and nations the principal motivation. As the Letter 
of St. James pointedly reminds us: "What causes wars, and what causes fighting among 
you?  Is it not your passions that are at war in your members? You desire and do not 
have" (James 4:1-2). 

On the contrary, in a different world, ruled by concern for the common good of all 
humanity, or by concern for the "spiritual and human development of all" instead of by 
the quest for individual profit, peace would be possible as the result of a "more perfect 
justice among people." 

Also this new element of the Encyclical has a permanent and contemporary value, in 
view of the modern attitude which is so sensitive to the close link between respect for 
justice and the establishment of real peace… 

For this reason, I wish to call attention to a number of general indicators, without 
excluding other specific ones. Without going into an analysis of figures and statistics, it is 
sufficient to face squarely the reality of an innumerable multitude of people - children, 
adults and the elderly - in other words, real and unique human persons, who are suffering 
under the intolerable burden of poverty. There are many millions who are deprived of 
hope due to the fact that, in many parts of the world, their situation has noticeably 
worsened. Before these tragedies of total indigence and need, in which so many of our 
brothers and sisters are living, it is the Lord Jesus himself who comes to question us (cf. 
Mt 25:31-46). 
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14. The first negative observation to make is the persistence and often the widening of the 
gap between the areas of the so-called developed North and the developing South. This 
geographical terminology is only indicative, since one cannot ignore the fact that the 
frontiers of wealth and poverty intersect within the societies themselves, whether 
developed or developing. In fact, just as social inequalities down to the level of poverty 
exist in rich countries, so, in parallel fashion, in the less developed countries one often 
sees manifestations of selfishness and a flaunting of wealth which is as disconcerting, as 
it is scandalous. 

The abundance of goods and services available in some parts of the world, particularly in 
the developed North, is matched in the South by an unacceptable delay, and it is precisely 
in this geopolitical area that the major part of the human race lives. 

Looking at all the various sectors - the production and distribution of foodstuffs, hygiene, 
health and housing, availability of drinking water, working conditions (especially for 
women), life expectancy and other economic and social indicators - the general picture is 
a disappointing one, both considered in itself and in relation to the corresponding data of 
the more developed countries. The word "gap" returns spontaneously to mind. 

Perhaps this is not the appropriate word for indicating the true reality, since it could give 
the impression of a stationary phenomenon. This is not the case. The pace of progress in 
the developed and developing countries in recent years has differed, and this serves to 
widen the distances. Thus the developing countries, especially the poorest of them, find 
themselves in a situation of very serious delay… 

23. The statement in the encyclical Populorum Progressio that the resources and 
investments devoted to arms production ought to be used to alleviate the misery of 
impoverished peoples makes more urgent the appeal to overcome the opposition between 
the two blocs. 

Today, the reality is that these resources are used to enable each of the two blocs to 
overtake the other and thus guarantee its own security. Nations which historically, 
economically and politically have the possibility of playing a leadership role are 
prevented by this fundamentally flawed distortion from adequately fulfilling their duty of 
solidarity for the benefit of peoples which aspire to full development. 

It is timely to mention - and it is no exaggeration - that a leadership role among nations 
can only be justified by the possibility and willingness to contribute widely and 
generously to the common good.  

If a nation were to succumb more or less deliberately to the temptation to close in upon 
itself and failed to meet the responsibilities following from its superior position in the 
community of nations, it would fall seriously short of its clear ethical duty. This is readily 
apparent in the circumstances of history, where believers discern the dispositions of 
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Divine Providence, ready to make use of the nations for the realization of its plans, so as 
to render "vain the designs of the peoples" (cf. Ps 33[32]: 10). 

When the West gives the impression of abandoning itself to forms of growing and selfish 
isolation, and the East in its turn seems to ignore for questionable reasons its duty to 
cooperate in the task of alleviating human misery, then we are up against not only a 
betrayal of humanity's legitimate expectations - a betrayal that is a harbinger of 
unforeseeable consequences - but also a real desertion of a moral obligation.  

24. If arms production is a serious disorder in the present world with regard to true 
human needs and the employment of the means capable of satisfying those needs, the 
arms trade is equally to blame. Indeed, with reference to the latter it must be added that 
the moral judgment is even more severe. As we all know, this is a trade without frontiers 
capable of crossing even the barriers of the blocs. It knows how to overcome the division 
between East and West, and above all the one between North and South, to the point - 
and this is more serious - of pushing its way into the different sections which make up the 
southern hemisphere. We are thus confronted with a strange phenomenon: while 
economic aid and development plans meet with the obstacle of insuperable ideological 
barriers, and with tariff and trade barriers, arms of whatever origin circulate with almost 
total freedom all over the world And as the recent document of the Pontifical 
Commission Iustitia et Pax on the international debt points out, everyone knows that in 
certain cases the capital lent by the developed world has been used in the underdeveloped 
world to buy weapons. 

If to all this we add the tremendous and universally acknowledged danger represented by 
atomic weapons stockpiled on an incredible scale, the logical conclusion seems to be this: 
in today's world, including the world of economics, the prevailing picture is one destined 
to lead us more quickly towards death rather than one of concern for true development 
which would lead all towards a "more human" life, as envisaged by the Encyclical 
Populorum Progressio. 

The consequences of this state of affairs are to be seen in the festering of a wound which 
typifies and reveals the imbalances and conflicts of the modern world: the millions of 
refugees whom war, natural calamities, persecution and discrimination of every kind 
have deprived of home, employment, family and homeland. The tragedy of these 
multitudes is reflected in the hopeless faces of men, women and children who can no 
longer find a home in a divided and inhospitable world… 

…in a world divided and beset by every type of conflict, the conviction is growing of a 
radical interdependence and consequently of the need for a solidarity which will take up 
interdependence and transfer it to the moral plane. Today perhaps more than in the past, 
people are realizing that they are linked together by a common destiny, which is to be 
constructed together, if catastrophe for all is to be avoided. From the depth of anguish, 
fear and escapist phenomena like drugs, typical of the contemporary world, the idea is 
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slowly emerging that the good to which we are all called and the happiness to which we 
aspire cannot be obtained without an effort and commitment on the part of all, nobody 
excluded, and the consequent renouncing of personal selfishness…. 

Among today's positive signs we must also mention a greater realization of the limits of 
available resources, and of the need to respect the integrity and the cycles of nature and to 
take them into account when planning for development, rather than sacrificing them to 
certain demagogic ideas about the latter. Today this is called ecological concern… 

28. At the same time, however, the "economic" concept itself, linked to the word 
development, has entered into crisis. In fact there is a better understanding today that the 
mere accumulation of goods and services, even for the benefit of the majority, is not 
enough for the realization of human happiness. Nor, in consequence, does the availability 
of the many real benefits provided in recent times by science and technology, including 
the computer sciences, bring freedom from every form of slavery. On the contrary, the 
experience of recent years shows that unless all the considerable body of resources and 
potential at man's disposal is guided by a moral understanding and by an orientation 
towards the true good of the human race, it easily turns against man to oppress him. 

A disconcerting conclusion about the most recent period should serve to enlighten us: 
side-by-side with the miseries of underdevelopment, themselves unacceptable, we find 
ourselves up against a form of superdevelopment, equally inadmissible, because like the 
former it is contrary to what is good and to true happiness. This super-development, 
which consists in an excessive availability of every kind of material goods for the benefit 
of certain social groups, easily makes people slaves of "possession" and of immediate 
gratification, with no other horizon than the multiplication or continual replacement of 
the things already owned with others still better. This is the so-called civilization of 
"consumption" or " consumerism ," which involves so much "throwing-away" and 
"waste." An object already owned but now superseded by something better is discarded, 
with no thought of its possible lasting value in itself, nor of some other human being who 
is poorer. 

All of us experience firsthand the sad effects of this blind submission to pure 
consumerism: in the first place a crass materialism, and at the same time a radical 
dissatisfaction, because one quickly learns - unless one is shielded from the flood of 
publicity and the ceaseless and tempting offers of products - that the more one possesses 
the more one wants, while deeper aspirations remain unsatisfied and perhaps even stifled. 

The Encyclical of Pope Paul VI pointed out the difference, so often emphasized today, 
between "having" and "being," which had been expressed earlier in precise words by the 
Second Vatican Council. To "have" objects and goods does not in itself perfect the 
human subject, unless it contributes to the maturing and enrichment of that subject's 
"being," that is to say unless it contributes to the realization of the human vocation as 
such. 
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Of course, the difference between "being" and "having," the danger inherent in a mere 
multiplication or replacement of things possessed compared to the value of "being," need 
not turn into a contradiction. One of the greatest injustices in the contemporary world 
consists precisely in this: that the ones who possess much are relatively few and those 
who possess almost nothing are many. It is the injustice of the poor distribution of the 
goods and services originally intended for all. 

This then is the picture: there are some people - the few who possess much - who do not 
really succeed in "being" because, through a reversal of the hierarchy of values, they are 
hindered by the cult of "having"; and there are others - the many who have little or 
nothing - who do not succeed in realizing their basic human vocation because they are 
deprived of essential goods.  

The evil does not consist in "having" as such, but in possessing without regard for the 
quality and the ordered hierarchy of the goods one has. Quality and hierarchy arise from 
the subordination of goods and their availability to man's "being" and his true vocation. 

This shows that although development has a necessary economic dimension, since it must 
supply the greatest possible number of the world's inhabitants with an availability of 
goods essential for them "to be," it is not limited to that dimension. If it is limited to this, 
then it turns against those whom it is meant to benefit… 

29. Development which is not only economic must be measured and oriented according 
to the reality and vocation of man seen in his totality, namely, according to his interior 
dimension. There is no doubt that he needs created goods and the products of industry, 
which is constantly being enriched by scientific and technological progress. And the ever 
greater availability of material goods not only meets needs but also opens new horizons. 
The danger of the misuse of material goods and the appearance of artificial needs should 
in no way hinder the regard we have for the new goods and resources placed at our 
disposal and the use we make of them. On the contrary, we must see them as a gift from 
God and as a response to the human vocation, which is fully realized in Christ. 

However, in trying to achieve true development we must never lose sight of that 
dimension which is in the specific nature of man, who has been created by God in his 
image and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26). It is a bodily and a spiritual nature, symbolized in the 
second creation account by the two elements: the earth, from which God forms man's 
body, and the breath of life which he breathes into man's nostrils (cf. Gen 2:7). 

Thus man comes to have a certain affinity with other creatures: he is called to use them, 
and to be involved with them. As the Genesis account says (cf. Gen 2:15), he is placed in 
the garden with the duty of cultivating and watching over it, being superior to the other 
creatures placed by God under his dominion (cf. Gen 1:25-26). But at the same time man 
must remain subject to the will of God, who imposes limits upon his use and dominion 
over things (cf. Gen 2:16-17), just as he promises his mortality (cf. Gen 2:9; Wis 2:23). 
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Thus man, being the image of God, has a true affinity with him too. On the basis of this 
teaching, development cannot consist only in the use, dominion over and indiscriminate 
possession of created things and the products of human industry, but rather in 
subordinating the possession, dominion and use to man's divine likeness and to his 
vocation to immortality. This is the transcendent reality of the human being, a reality 
which is seen to be shared from the beginning by a couple, a man and a woman (cf. Gen 
1:27), and is therefore fundamentally social. 

30. According to Sacred Scripture therefore, the notion of development is not only "lay" 
or "profane," but it is also seen to be, while having a socio-economic dimension of its 
own, the modern expression of an essential dimension of man's vocation. 

The fact is that man was not created, so to speak, immobile and static. The first portrayal 
of him, as given in the Bible, certainly presents him as a creature and image, defined in 
his deepest reality by the origin and affinity that constitute him. But all this plants within 
the human being - man and woman - the seed and the requirement of a special task to be 
accomplished by each individually and by them as a couple. The task is "to have 
dominion" over the other created beings, "to cultivate the garden." This is to be 
accomplished within the framework of obedience to the divine law and therefore with 
respect for the image received, the image which is the clear foundation of the power of 
dominion recognized as belonging to man as the means to his perfection (cf. Gen 1:26-
30; 2:15-16; Wis 9:2-3).  

When man disobeys God and refuses to submit to his rule, nature rebels against him and 
no longer recognizes him as its "master," for he has tarnished the divine image in 
himself… 

32. The obligation to commit oneself to the development of peoples is not just an 
individual duty, and still less an individualistic one, as if it was possible to achieve this 
development through the isolated efforts of each individual. It is an imperative which 
obliges each and every man and woman, as well as societies and nations. In particular, it 
obliges the Catholic Church and the other Churches and Ecclesial Communities, with 
which we are completely willing to collaborate in this field. In this sense, just as we 
Catholics invite our Christian brethren to share in our initiatives, so too we declare that 
we are ready to collaborate in theirs, and we welcome the invitations presented to us. In 
this pursuit of integral human development we can also do much with the members of 
other religions, as in fact is being done in various places. 

Collaboration in the development of the whole person and of every human being is in fact 
a duty of all towards all, and must be shared by the four parts of the world: East and 
West, North and South; or, as we say today, by the different "worlds." If, on the contrary, 
people try to achieve it in only one part, or in only one world, they do so at the expense of 
the others; and, precisely because the others are ignored, their own development becomes 
exaggerated and misdirected.  
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Peoples or nations too have a right to their own full development, which while including - 
as already said - the economic and social aspects, should also include individual cultural 
identity and openness to the transcendent. Not even the need for development can be used 
as an excuse for imposing on others one's own way of life or own religious belief. 

33. Nor would a type of development which did not respect and promote human rights - 
personal and social, economic and political, including the rights of nations and of peoples 
- be really worthy of man. 

Today, perhaps more than in the past, the intrinsic contradiction of a development limited 
only to its economic element is seen more clearly. Such development easily subjects the 
human person and his deepest needs to the demands of economic planning and selfish 
profit.  

The intrinsic connection between authentic development and respect for human rights 
once again reveals the moral character of development: the true elevation of man, in 
conformity with the natural and historical vocation of each individual, is not attained only 
by exploiting the abundance of goods and services, or by having available perfect 
infrastructures. 

When individuals and communities do not see a rigorous respect for the moral, cultural 
and spiritual requirements, based on the dignity of the person and on the proper identity 
of each community, beginning with the family and religious societies, then all the rest - 
availability of goods, abundance of technical resources applied to daily life, a certain 
level of material well-being - will prove unsatisfying and in the end contemptible. The 
Lord clearly says this in the Gospel, when he calls the attention of all to the true hierarchy 
of values: "For what will it profit a man, if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
life?" (Mt 16:26)… 

In order to be genuine, development must be achieved within the framework of solidarity 
and freedom, without ever sacrificing either of them under whatever pretext. The moral 
character of development and its necessary promotion are emphasized when the most 
rigorous respect is given to all the demands deriving from the order of truth and good 
proper to the human person. Furthermore the Christian who is taught to see that man is 
the image of God, called to share in the truth and the good which is God himself, does not 
understand a commitment to development and its application which excludes regard and 
respect for the unique dignity of this "image." In other words, true development must be 
based on the love of God and neighbor, and must help to promote the relationships 
between individuals and society. This is the "civilization of love" of which Paul VI often 
spoke. 

34. Nor can the moral character of development exclude respect for the beings which 
constitute the natural world, which the ancient Greeks - alluding precisely to the order 
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which distinguishes it - called the "cosmos." Such realities also demand respect, by virtue 
of a threefold consideration which it is useful to reflect upon carefully. 

The first consideration is the appropriateness of acquiring a growing awareness of the 
fact that one cannot use with impunity the different categories of beings, whether living 
or inanimate - animals, plants, the natural elements - simply as one wishes, according to 
one’s own economic needs. On the contrary, one must take into account the nature of 
each being and of its mutual connection in an ordered system, which is precisely the 
cosmos." 

The second consideration is based on the realization - which is perhaps more urgent - that 
natural resources are limited; some are not, as it is said, renewable. Using them as if they 
were inexhaustible, with absolute dominion, seriously endangers their availability not 
only for the present generation but above all for generations to come. 

The third consideration refers directly to the consequences of a certain type of 
development on the quality of life in the industrialized zones. We all know that the direct 
or indirect result of industrialization is, ever more frequently, the pollution of the 
environment, with serious consequences for the health of the population. 

Once again it is evident that development, the planning which governs it, and the way in 
which resources are used must include respect for moral demands. One of the latter 
undoubtedly imposes limits on the use of the natural world. The dominion granted to man 
by the Creator is not an absolute power, nor can one speak of a freedom to "use and 
misuse," or to dispose of things as one pleases. The limitation imposed from the 
beginning by the Creator himself and expressed symbolically by the prohibition not to 
"eat of the fruit of the tree" (cf. Gen 2:16-17) shows clearly enough that, when it comes to 
the natural world, we are subject not only to biological laws but also to moral ones, which 
cannot be violated with impunity. 

A true concept of development cannot ignore the use of the elements of nature, the 
renewability of resources and the consequences of haphazard industrialization - three 
considerations which alert our consciences to the moral dimension of development.63 … 

"Sin" and "structures of sin" are categories which are seldom applied to the situation of 
the contemporary world. However, one cannot easily gain a profound understanding of 
the reality that confronts us unless we give a name to the root of the evils which afflict us. 

One can certainly speak of "selfishness" and of "shortsightedness," of "mistaken political 
calculations" and "imprudent economic decisions." And in each of these evaluations one 
hears an echo of an ethical and moral nature. Man's condition is such that a more 
profound analysis of individuals' actions and omissions cannot be achieved without 
implying, in one way or another, judgments or references of an ethical nature. 



 

 
JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 

JustFaith Ministries receives over half of its funding in the form of charitable contributions from program 
graduates and works in partnership with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief 

Services, Bread for the World, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and Pax Christi USA. 
 

 

43
 

This evaluation is in itself positive, especially if it is completely consistent and if it is 
based on faith in God and on his law, which commands what is good and forbids evil. 

In this consists the difference between sociopolitical analysis and formal reference to 
"sin" and the "structures of sin." According to this latter viewpoint, there enter in the will 
of the Triune God, his plan for humanity, his justice and his mercy. The God who is rich 
in mercy, the Redeemer of man, the Lord and giver of life, requires from people clear cut 
attitudes which express themselves also in actions or omissions toward one's neighbor. 
We have here a reference to the "second tablet" of the Ten Commandments (cf. Ex 20:12-
17; Dt 5:16-21). Not to observe these is to offend God and hurt one's neighbor, and to 
introduce into the world influences and obstacles which go far beyond the actions and 
brief life span of an individual. This also involves interference in the process of the 
development of peoples, the delay or slowness of which must be judged also in this light. 

37. This general analysis, which is religious in nature, can be supplemented by a number 
of particular considerations to demonstrate that among the actions and attitudes opposed 
to the will of God, the good of neighbor and the "structures" created by them, two are 
very typical: on the one hand, the all-consuming desire for profit, and on the other, the 
thirst for power, with the intention of imposing one's will upon others. In order to 
characterize better each of these attitudes, one can add the expression: "at any price." In 
other words, we are faced with the absolutizing of human attitudes with all its possible 
consequences.  

Since these attitudes can exist independently of each other, they can be separated; 
however in today's world both are indissolubly united, with one or the other 
predominating. 

Obviously, not only individuals fall victim to this double attitude of sin; nations and blocs 
can do so too. And this favors even more the introduction of the "structures of sin" of 
which I have spoken. If certain forms of modern "imperialism" were considered in the 
light of these moral criteria, we would see that hidden behind certain decisions, 
apparently inspired only by economics or politics, are real forms of idolatry: of money, 
ideology, class, technology. 

I have wished to introduce this type of analysis above all in order to point out the true 
nature of the evil which faces us with respect to the development of peoples: it is a 
question of a moral evil, the fruit of many sins which lead to "structures of sin." To 
diagnose the evil in this way is to identify precisely, on the level of human conduct, the 
path to be followed in order to overcome it. 

38. This path is long and complex, and what is more it is constantly threatened because of 
the intrinsic frailty of human resolutions and achievements, and because of the mutability 
of very unpredictable and external circumstances. Nevertheless, one must have the 
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courage to set out on this path, and, where some steps have been taken or a part of the 
journey made, the courage to go on to the end. 

In the context of these reflections, the decision to set out or to continue the journey 
involves, above all, a moral value which men and women of faith recognize as a demand 
of God's will, the only true foundation of an absolutely binding ethic. 

One would hope that also men and women without an explicit faith would be convinced 
that the obstacles to integral development are not only economic but rest on more 
profound attitudes which human beings can make into absolute values. Thus one would 
hope that all those who, to some degree or other, are responsible for ensuring a "more 
human life" for their fellow human beings, whether or not they are inspired by a religious 
faith, will become fully aware of the urgent need to change the spiritual attitudes which 
define each individual's relationship with self, with neighbor, with even the remotest 
human communities, and with nature itself; and all of this in view of higher values such 
as the common good or, to quote the felicitous expression of the Encyclical Populorum 
Progressio, the full development "of the whole individual and of all people." 

For Christians, as for all who recognize the precise theological meaning of the word 
"sin," a change of behavior or mentality or mode of existence is called "conversion," to 
use the language of the Bible (cf. Mk 13:3, 5, Is 30:15). This conversion specifically 
entails a relationship to God, to the sin committed, to its consequences and hence to one's 
neighbor, either an individual or a community. It is God, in "whose hands are the hearts 
of the powerful" and the hearts of all, who according his own promise and by the power 
of his Spirit can transform "hearts of stone" into "hearts of flesh" (cf. Ezek 36:26). 

On the path toward the desired conversion, toward the overcoming of the moral obstacles 
to development, it is already possible to point to the positive and moral value of the 
growing awareness of interdependence among individuals and nations. The fact that men 
and women in various parts of the world feel personally affected by the injustices and 
violations of human rights committed in distant countries, countries which perhaps they 
will never visit, is a further sign of a reality transformed into awareness, thus acquiring a 
moral connotation. 

It is above all a question of interdependence, sensed as a system determining 
relationships in the contemporary world, in its economic, cultural, political and religious 
elements, and accepted as a moral category. When interdependence becomes recognized 
in this way, the correlative response as a moral and social attitude, as a "virtue," is 
solidarity. This then is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at the 
misfortunes of so many people, both near and far. On the contrary, it is a firm and 
persevering determination to commit oneself to the common good; that is to say to the 
good of all and of each individual, because we are all really responsible for all. This 
determination is based on the solid conviction that what is hindering full development is 
that desire for profit and that thirst for power already mentioned. These attitudes and 
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"structures of sin" are only conquered - presupposing the help of divine grace - by a 
diametrically opposed attitude: a commitment to the good of one's neighbor with the 
readiness, in the gospel sense, to "lose oneself" for the sake of the other instead of 
exploiting him, and to "serve him" instead of oppressing him for one's own advantage (cf. 
Mt 10:40-42; 20:25; Mk 10:42-45; Lk 22:25-27)… 

Solidarity helps us to see the "other"-whether a person, people or nation-not just as some 
kind of instrument, with a work capacity and physical strength to be exploited at low cost 
and then discarded when no longer useful, but as our "neighbor," a "helper" (cf. Gen 
2:18-20), to be made a sharer, on a par with ourselves, in the banquet of life to which all 
are equally invited by God.  Hence, the importance of reawakening the religious 
awareness of individuals and peoples. Thus the exploitation, oppression and annihilation 
of others are excluded. These facts, in the present division of the world into opposing 
blocs, combine to produce the danger of war and an excessive preoccupation with 
personal security, often to the detriment of the autonomy, freedom of decision, and even 
the territorial integrity of the weaker nations situated within the so-called "areas of 
influence" or "safety belts." 

The "structures of sin" and the sins which they produce are likewise radically opposed to 
peace and development, for development, in the familiar expression of Pope Paul's 
Encyclical, is "the new name for peace." 

In this way, the solidarity which we propose is the path to peace and at the same time to 
development. For world peace is inconceivable unless the world's leaders come to 
recognize that interdependence in itself demands the abandonment of the politics of 
blocs, the sacrifice of all forms of economic, military or political imperialism, and the 
transformation of mutual distrust into collaboration. This is precisely the act proper to 
solidarity among individuals and nations… 

The teaching and spreading of her social doctrine are part of the Church's evangelizing 
mission. And since it is a doctrine aimed at guiding people's behavior, it consequently 
gives rise to a "commitment to justice," according to each individual's role, vocation and 
circumstances.  

The condemnation of evils and injustices is also part of that ministry of evangelization in 
the social field which is an aspect of the Church's prophetic role. But it should be made 
clear that proclamation is always more important than condemnation, and the latter 
cannot ignore the former, which gives it true solidity and the force of higher 
motivation… 

42. Today more than in the past, the Church's social doctrine must be open to an 
international outlook, in line with the Second Vatican Council, the most recent 
Encyclicals, and particularly in line with the Encyclical which we are commemorating. It 
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will not be superfluous therefore to reexamine and further clarify in this light the 
characteristic themes and guidelines dealt with by the Magisterium in recent years.  

Here I would like to indicate one of them: the option or love of preference for the poor. 
This is an option, or a special form of primacy in the exercise of Christian charity, to 
which the whole tradition of the Church bears witness. It affects the life of each Christian 
inasmuch as he or she seeks to imitate the life of Christ, but it applies equally to our 
social responsibilities and hence to our manner of living, and to the logical decisions to 
be made concerning the ownership and use of goods.  

Today, furthermore, given the worldwide dimension which the social question has 
assumed, this love of preference for the poor, and the decisions which it inspires in us, 
cannot but embrace the immense multitudes of the hungry, the needy, the homeless, those 
without medical care and, above all, those without hope of a better future. It is impossible 
not to take account of the existence of these realities. To ignore them would mean 
becoming like the "rich man" who pretended not to know the beggar Lazarus lying at his 
gate (cf. Lk 16:19-31). 

Our daily life as well as our decisions in the political and economic fields must be 
marked by these realities. Likewise the leaders of nations and the heads of international 
bodies, while they are obliged always to keep in mind the true human dimension as a 
priority in their development plans, should not forget to give precedence to the 
phenomenon of growing poverty. Unfortunately, instead of becoming fewer the poor are 
becoming more numerous, not only in less developed countries but-and this seems no less 
scandalous-in the more developed ones too.  

It is necessary to state once more the characteristic principle of Christian social doctrine: 
the goods of this world are originally meant for all. The right to private property is valid 
and necessary, but it does not nullify the value of this principle. Private property, in fact, 
is under a "social mortgage," which means that it has an intrinsically social function, 
based upon and justified precisely by the principle of the universal destination of goods. 
Likewise, in this concern for the poor, one must not overlook that special form of poverty 
which consists in being deprived of fundamental human rights, in particular the right to 
religious freedom and also the right to freedom of economic initiative. 

43. The motivating concern for the poor - who are, in the very meaningful term, "the 
Lord's poor" - must be translated at all levels into concrete actions, until it decisively 
attains a series of necessary reforms. Each local situation will show what reforms are 
most urgent and how they can be achieved. But those demanded by the situation of 
international imbalance, as already described, must not be forgotten. … 

The Church has confidence also in man, though she knows the evil of which he is 
capable. For she well knows that - in spite of the heritage of sin, and the sin which each 
one is capable of committing -  there exist in the human person sufficient qualities and 
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energies, a fundamental "goodness" (cf. Gen 1:31), because he is the image of the 
Creator, placed under the redemptive influence of Christ, who "united himself in some 
fashion with every man," and because the efficacious action of the Holy Spirit "fills the 
earth" (Wis 1:7). 

There is no justification then for despair or pessimism or inertia. Though it be with 
sorrow, it must be said that just as one may sin through selfishness and the desire for 
excessive profit and power, one may also be found wanting with regard to the urgent 
needs of multitudes of human beings submerged in conditions of underdevelopment, 
through fear, indecision and, basically, through cowardice. We are all called, indeed 
obliged, to face the tremendous challenge of the last decade of the second Millennium, 
also because the present dangers threaten everyone: a world economic crisis, a war 
without frontiers, without winners or losers. In the face of such a threat, the distinction 
between rich individuals and countries and poor individuals and countries will have little 
value, except that a greater responsibility rests on those who have more and can do more. 

This is not however the sole motive or even the most important one. At stake is the 
dignity of the human person, whose defense and promotion have been entrusted to us by 
the Creator, and to whom the men and women at every moment of history are strictly and 
responsibly in debt. As many people are already more or less clearly aware, the present 
situation does not seem to correspond to this dignity. Every individual is called upon to 
play his or her part in this peaceful campaign, a campaign to be conducted by peaceful 
means, in order to secure development in peace, in order to safeguard nature itself and the 
world about us. The Church too feels profoundly involved in this enterprise, and she 
hopes for its ultimate success. 

 

Closing Prayer 
   
L: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. 
 
L:  Let us bring our prayers into the light of peace.  Someone now lights incense from the 
candle and then incenses the prayer table bearing the art work and the notes of the past 
five weeks.  As they do so, they say: “May our prayers arise as incense in your sight, 
and may the lifting of our hands be like the evening sacrifice.”  The incense is left in an 
incense burner on the table as the prayer continues. 
 
Participant Reader:  A reading from Caritas in Veritate, ‘Charity in Truth,’ Pope 
Benedict XVI 
 The way humanity treats the environment influences the way it treats itself, and 
vice versa. This invites contemporary society to a serious review of its life-style, which, 
in many parts of the world, is prone to hedonism and consumerism, regardless of their 
harmful consequences. What is needed is an effective shift in mentality which can lead to 
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the adoption of new life-styles “in which the quest for truth, beauty, goodness and 
communion with others for the sake of common growth are the factors which determine 
consumer choices, savings and investments”. Every violation of solidarity and civic 
friendship harms the environment, just as environmental deterioration in turn upsets 
relations in society. Nature, especially in our time, is so integrated into the dynamics of 
society and culture that by now it hardly constitutes an independent variable. 
Desertification and the decline in productivity in some agricultural areas are also the 
result of impoverishment and underdevelopment among their inhabitants. When 
incentives are offered for their economic and cultural development, nature itself is 
protected. Moreover, how many natural resources are squandered by wars! Peace in and 
among peoples would also provide greater protection for nature. The hoarding of 
resources, especially water, can generate serious conflicts among the peoples involved. 
Peaceful agreement about the use of resources can protect nature and, at the same time, 
the well-being of the societies concerned. 

 The Church has a responsibility towards creation and she must assert this 
responsibility in the public sphere. In so doing, she must defend not only earth, water and 
air as gifts of creation that belong to everyone. She must above all protect mankind from 
self-destruction. 

L:  Let us pray: 
We are called to be children of God by being makers of peace in the world.  Let us pray 
for what we need to become God’s children. 
 
L: For courage to see the world as it is and act in the love of God, we pray:   
R: God, make me an instrument of your peace. 
 
L: For what else do we pray? 
 
After the prayers, all hold hands in a circle around the table.   
 
L:  God, your world has been broken by violence and injustice. 
R:  God, have mercy on us. 
 
L:  Creator of all, we have squandered your gifts in the quest for power and wealth. 
R:  God, have mercy on your people. 
 
L:  But you have given us the light of peace, 
R:  To shine in the world through those who are your children. 
 
L:  Loving God, make us your children. 
R:  We hear what God proclaims, for God proclaims peace to all people. (Ps. 85:9) 
 
L:  God, make me an instrument of your peace, 
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R:  Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
 
L:  We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
R:  Amen 
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   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis 
  
 

SESSION SIX:  The End of the American Dream 
 
Theme: The “American Dream” of affluence and ever-increasing standards of living is 
proving to be unsustainable and impossible to continue.  In this session, we examine the 
consumer society and the values that support it. We then reflect on this in the light of 
faith.  We begin to envision a new American Dream. 
 

 

Note to Participants         
 
The focus of this week’s session is likely to surface some strong emotions – fear, 
defensiveness, sadness, even anger.  The process must take place in a non-judgmental 
atmosphere.  The facilitator might ask the group to revisit the Group Guidelines 
established at the beginning of the program.  It must be clear that the rules are those of 
listening without interruption, not responding directly to what someone else says as s/he 
shares his/her struggles, resistances, fears, hopes.  Everyone is to help create a safe group 
dynamic. 

 
Session Six Notes and Readings 

 
Opening Prayer  
 
L: May our prayer arise as incense in your sight, and may the lifting of our hands be as 
the evening sacrifice. 
 
L:  We begin again, rooting ourselves in our firm belief: Yahweh’s are the earth and its 
fullness, the world and those who dwell in it. 
R:  Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth… (Mt. 6:19a) 
R: Woe to you who join house to house and who connect field to field, till no room 
remains, and you are left to dwell alone in the midst of the land. 
 
L:  Jesus said, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God.” 
(Luke 18:24) 
R:  Blessed are those who are poor, for the kingdom of God is theirs. 
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L:  Yet even now return to me with your whole heart… 
R:  For Yahweh’s is the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
L: A reading from the Gospel of Luke (12:16-21) 
 

Jesus told them a parable.  “There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful 
harvest.  He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have space to store my 
harvest?’  And he said, “This is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and 
build larger ones.  There I shall store all my grain and other goods and I shall say to 
myself, “Now as for you, you have so many things stored up for many years, rest, 
eat, drink, be merry!”’  But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your life will be 
demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’  
Thus it will be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich in what 
matters to God.’ 

 
R:  “There is still one thing left for you; sell all that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have a treasure in heaven.  Then, come follow me.” But when he 
heard this he became quite sad, for he was very rich.”  (Lk. 18:22-23) 
 
Pause for a moment of silence. 
 
Prayer may conclude with a song. 

 
Reading 
 
“Consumption and Population”, an excerpt from Renewing the Earth 
In public discussions, two areas are particularly cited as requiring greater care and 
judgment on the part of human beings. The first is consumption of resources. The second 
is growth in world population. Regrettably, advantaged groups often seem more intent on 
curbing Third-World births than on restraining the even more voracious consumerism of 
the developed world. We believe this compounds injustice and increases disrespect for 
the life of the weakest among us. For example, it is not so much population growth, but 
the desperate efforts of debtor countries to pay their foreign debt by exporting products to 
affluent industrial countries that drives poor peasants off their land and up eroding 
hillsides, where in the effort to survive, they also destroy the environment. 
 
Consumption in developed nations remains the single greatest source of global 
environmental destruction. A child born in the United States, for example, puts a far 
heavier burden on the world's resources than one born in a poor developing country. By 
one estimate, each American uses twenty-eight times the energy of a person living in a 
developing country. Advanced societies, and our own in particular, have barely begun to 
make efforts at reducing their consumption of resources and the enormous waste and 
pollution that result from it. We in the developed world, therefore, are obligated to 
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address our own wasteful and destructive use of resources as a matter of top priority. 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer   
 
L:  We close this session by turning our fears, anxieties, and hopes to the Creator whom 
we can trust in all things.  God said of this creation that it is good – that means we, too, 
who are created by God are pronounced good.  Much depends upon us now.  Let us bring 
our prayers and concerns to our table in the form of a litany.  After each prayer, we say: 
R:  We place our trust in you, O God.  Be courage, light and life in us as we face the 
challenges ahead. 
 
On index cards, write in a few words what your strongest feelings and stirrings are from 
this session in the form of a prayer.  Those who wish are invited to bring them to the 
prayer table and say them out loud as they place them on the table, followed by the 
response.  As participants recite their prayer, invite them to light a candle from the light 
of the main candle in the center. 
 
Recite in chorus, Psalm 130: 
 
A. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice! 
B.  Let you ears be attentive to my voice in supplication. 

 
A.  If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, Lord, who can stand? 
B.  But with you is forgiveness, that you may be revered. 
 
A.  I trust in the Lord; my soul trusts in his word. 
B.  My soul waits for the Lord, more than sentinels wait for the dawn. 
 
A.  More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the Lord. 
B.  For with the Lord is kindness and with him is plenteous redemption. 
 
All:  And God will redeem Israel from all their iniquities. 
 
L:  Even now return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping, and 
mourning; 
All:  Rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the Lord, your God. 
 
L:  For gracious and merciful is God, slow to anger, rich in kindness…  
All:  Perhaps God will relent and leave behind a blessing.  (Joel 2:10-14) 
 
L:  And may our lights be light for the world.   
All:  Amen 
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   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis 
  
 
SESSION SEVEN:  Articulating a Spirituality of Ecological Hope 
 
Theme: What are the elements of a spirituality for encountering and living through the 
ecological crisis? 
 

 
Note to Participants         

 
Use the following questions for reflection and journaling as follow up to the last session 
and as preparation for Session Seven. 

 How do we apply the values of a life of faith rooted in the gospels, the prophets 
and Catholic social teaching to the challenge of living as U.S. Americans right 
now in the world?   

 What in our religious tradition has impeded our understanding of the crisis, our 
place in the web of life?  What has helped us?   

 What are the roots within our tradition of a spirituality of ecological hope?   

 
Session Seven Notes 

 
Opening Prayer  

 
L:  What do we bring to the table as we begin this session? Over the past several weeks, 
we have reflected on some very challenging, often painful, realities of our world.  We 
have begun to search within our faith tradition for the inspiration to help us see our 
predicament clearly and to begin envisioning a different path.  Feelings and insights of all 
sorts are stirring within us.  Our prayer will be a litany of phrases that express what is in 
our hearts.  I invite you to express in a phrase or sentence what you are feeling at this 
point.   
 
At the end of the litany, incense the table and ask everyone to echo the following words:  

May our prayer     May our prayer 
arise as incense in your sight,   arise as incense in your sight, 
and may the lifting of our hands   and may the lifting of our hands  
be as the evening sacrifice.   be as the evening sacrifice. 

 
L:  Amen  
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Closing Prayer  
 
L:  Once again, we put our lives, our fears, our uncertainties, our longings, and our hopes 
into the hands of God. 
 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
 
L:  Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
R: Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
 
L:  where there is injury, pardon; 
R:  where there is doubt, faith; 
 
L:  where there is despair, hope; 
R:  where there is darkness, light; 
 
L:  and where there is sadness, joy. 
 
L:  O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
R:  to be understood as to understand; 
 
L:  to be loved as to love. 
R:  For it is in giving that we receive; 
 
L:  it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
R:  and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 
 
L: We go in peace to wrestle with our faith in the context of our world, to seek wisdom in 
the quiet of our hearts rather than the hyperactivity of our culture, to ease our stress by 
taking time to listen, to perceive, to sense, to open to the true wisdom that unfolds in 
God’s loving creation. 
 
L: I invite everyone to stand and share a blessing with one another.  We will pass around 
a small bowl of oil, placing a thumb in the oil and then tracing a cross on the forehead or 
hand of the person next to you.  As we do this, we will say to one another: Go in peace to 
be light and hope for the world.   
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   Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis  
  
 
SESSION EIGHT:    What kind of human beings will we be as we 
go through the crisis? What is the great work of this community? 
 
Theme:  Thomas Berry calls us to the Great Work of our generation.  How might this 
community contribute towards it?  
 

 

Note to Participants         
 

This is the final session of the Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis module.  One of 
the readings for this session is the scripture passage, John 6:1-14, which is the story of the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes …and a spirituality of scarcity.  After reading this 
passage from scripture, spend prayerful time before the session reflecting on this reading 
and the following questions:   

 Does this story open a possible pathway for a spirituality that can take us through 
the crisis?   

 What does it mean to you?   
 How does it make you feel?   
 Does it shed light, instill fear, anxiety, grief, sadness, hope?   
 

Also, spend sometime with your journal, especially as you read the final chapter of the 
book. 
 
Finally, JustFaith Ministries has created a participant evaluation which is very helpful to 
the ongoing development of modules in its JustMatters program.   
 
Doing the evaluations online saves paper and time and allows the JustFaith Ministries 
staff to analyze the responses more effectively.  Also, the online evaluation is easy to 
complete and should not take more than fifteen minutes.  It can be accessed at: 
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e37fp7skghp9nb5g/start 
 
It is important to note that once you start the evaluation you will need to complete the 
whole thing at that time.   
 
Please complete this evaluation within two weeks of finishing the module.  The timely 
return of the evaluations is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 
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Session Eight Notes 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
L:  When it was evening, the disciples approached Jesus and said; “This is a deserted 
place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so that they can go to the villages to buy 
food for themselves.”  Jesus said to them: “There is no need for them to go away; give 
them some food yourselves.”  (Mt. 14:16) 
 
Let us pray: 
 
L:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because God has anointed me to bring glad tidings 
to the poor:  (Lk 4:18) 
R:  Blessed are the poor for they shall inherit the earth. 
 
L:  God has called me to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. (Lk 4:19) 
R:  I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  Who will go for us?”  
“Here I am,” I said; “Send me!”  (Is. 6:8) 
 
Leader or Participant:  Reading of the New Creation: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 
Response:  Whom shall I send?  Here I am, Lord, send me. 
Amen. 
 
Action Options 
 
One of the goals as you come to the end of this module is for the community to be 
motivated to take some action together.  Now that you are at the end of the module, your 
group has developed some leadership skills on the content of the ecological crisis and 
what Catholic social teaching has to say about it.  You also have a gospel reflection to 
shed light on how the faith community is called to respond. In other words, you have now 
become essential resources for your community. 
 
One aspiration may be to bring this new knowledge and inspiration to your church or 
other faith community of which you are a part.  Not everyone will take the time to do an 
8-week module, but through adult education programs, lecture series, reflection days and 
retreats around seasonal moments (e.g., Lent and Advent) you will have opportunity to 
offer programs, speakers, or presentations to your congregations.   Raising awareness 
about our planetary predicament is one of the essential tasks of our time. 
 
You can work with your pastoral and church leaders to develop programs reflecting the 
content of the module for your congregations, inviting speakers if possible, engaging 
Catholic social teaching in the conversation about how to respond to the crisis, and 
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creating a process of discernment about how your church community might become 
models of the new ecologically sustainable way of life.  Share this witness beyond your 
immediate community to the towns and cities where you live through public programs 
and news articles, or with an online presence, creating a blog, etc. 
 
Next Steps  
The “next steps” discussion will also revolve around the Engaging the World Together 
document that should be read before the session.  Also, the final document in the 
Participant Packet is “JustFaith Ministries:  A Multilayered Ministry of Formation.”  It is 
important to consider these documents as we consider where to go from here.  Include the 
following as possibilities: 
 
Pax Christi USA 
http://paxchristiusa.org     
 
Global restoration is one of Pax Christi USA’s 4 priority areas. Pax Christi USA’s work 
on this priority is led by the “Global Restoration Committee,” which has a mission to 
both make our membership aware of issues affecting the environment and to help Pax 
Christi USA model in all its facets a respect for creation. Pax Christi USA emphasizes the 
connection between environmental issues and other issues which we work on, including 
war, poverty, globalization, etc. If you’re interested in exploring with us next steps in 
engaging the ecological crisis, you can contact our Global Restoration committee at 
listening2earth@gmail.com. 
 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) 
www.usccb.org/cchd 

 CCHD provides funding for self-help, community controlled groups organized to  
address issues of poverty.  Consider contacting the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development to learn about groups in your area who are working on economic 
development and environment issues.  Visit: www.usccb.org/cchd or contact 
Donna Grimes (dgrimes@usccb.org). 

 Work with college students to raise awareness and promote environmental justice 
in communities near their campuses. Visit www.campus/org  for ideas. 

 
Other suggestions: 
 
1)  Visit the Earth Charter U.S. website to get ideas for how you can promote this 
document in your local communities.  It is a great educational tool.  Ask your parishes, 
dioceses, interfaith groups, and others to actively endorse this document.  You can find 
these with the ONLINE LINK for the module readings or at the following websites: 

 http://earthcharterus.org/dev/the-charter for EarthCharter, U.S. 
 http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/ for the Earth Charter Initiative,  

international 
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2)  Become active in campaigns that defend the integrity of the earth community, such as 
ending  mountaintop removal coal mining, which many see as one of the most egregious 
and destructive industrial practices ever invented.  This is the work of an activist, and it is 
also the work of solidarity with the communities affected by the mining.  The following 
websites have abundant information and are terrific resources for getting involved in the 
effort to stop mountain top removal. 

 http://www.ilovemountains.org/ is a collaboration of more than a dozen groups 
working to end mountaintop removal coalmining 

 http://www.ccappal.org/ is the site for the Catholic Committee for Appalachia 
 

You might also want to do a little research to find out what fossil fuel production means 
in your local community, its impact on air, soil, and water, how these fuels are mined or 
drilled, where they come from, and what is being done to stop destructive environmental 
practices, or even better, to replace fossil fuels with clean sustainable alternatives. 
 
3)  Join, promote, or get your community involved in alternative food systems that bypass 
industrial agriculture.  Join natural food co-ops and shop at and promote local farmers’ 
markets and community-supported agriculture (CSA).  To learn more about CSA and find a 
farmer near you, go to Local Harvest: http://www.localharvest.org/csa/.   
 
4)  Commit to lowering your ecological footprint by living simply, not only as an 
individual or family, but within and among your faith community.  Promote energy 
efficiency and down-scale living in your homes and parishes. Interfaith Power and Light 
is a movement of religious groups responding to global warming by altering energy 
consumption patterns.  More than 10,000 congregations are already participating.  For 
information, visit http://interfaithpowerandlight.org/. 
 
5)  Advocate for the planet.  Research and work on legislative issues at the national, state 
and local level that protect the environment. 
 
6)  Visit the Spirituality and Ecological Hope website.  Use the search engine as a tool 
for research.  There are thousands of posts on a vast array of issues, including global 
warming, resource depletion, fossil fuels, and ecological or earth spirituality.  Put your 
issue or topic in the search box and find posts with links to hundreds of articles and 
reports that shed light on the ecological crisis.  Get involved in the conversation by 
visiting the following websites:  

 http://www.ecologicalhope.org 
 http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/group.php?gid=49204803758 (Facebook) 

 
Also, read the document, Engage the World Together, which was sent as a separate PDF 
document.  It is a discernment tool designed to help each person determine next steps. 
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Closing Prayer   
L:  Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
R:  Yahweh’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it. 
 
L:  We have engaged a long and challenging reflection on the state of God’s creation, on the 
impact of our human footprint on the web of life, and recovered a sense of our place within 
Creation.  We have begun to articulate a spirituality of ecological hope to be lived within this 
community gathered here and within the world.  We have committed ourselves to the Great Work 
as articulated by Fr. Thomas Berry.  Let us now profess our faith. 
 
Ask one person from each small group to read their group’s statements of belief and place them 
on prayer table. After placing the statements on the prayer table, s/he takes one of the individual 
candles, lights it, and places it on the table.  Others in that small group follow until each 
participant has placed a lit candle on the prayer table.   
 
When each small group has completed this, the facilitator incenses the table and the community.  
Following the incensing, all say:  May our prayer arise as incense in your sight, and may the 
lifting of our hands be as the evening sacrifice.   
 
Ritual of Commitment: Breaking of Bread  
Leader places a loaf of bread on the table and says:  Let us all raise our hands over the bread and 
pronounce a blessing:  “Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who 
were reclining, and as much fish as they wanted… When the people saw the sign he had done, 
they said, ‘This is truly the prophet, the one who is to come into the world.’”  (Jn 6:11, 14) 
 
All Respond:  Creator God, you have called upon us to manifest your presence in the world.  
You have given us the vision of a New Creation, and commissioned us to the Great Work that can 
bring it about.  We know the path ahead is a difficult, even painful one.  We trust your light and 
life to guide us through.  May we embrace this day a spirituality of the loaves and fishes.  Send us 
out into the world to multiply in the midst of scarcity all that your people need to live in dignity, 
while ensuring the abundance you gave to us as your original gift of creation. 
 For our children and their children’s children, for all the creatures and living systems that 
make possible the human venture, and in the hope that lies embedded within all creation, we say: 
Amen.     
 
Bread-sharing and embraces all around.   
 
Close with a song 
 
Genesis 46:2:  "And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, 
Jacob, Jacob.  And he said, Here am I 
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NOTE TO ALL PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS  
 

JustFaith Ministries 
A Multilayered Ministry of Formation 

 
 Congratulations on completing a JustFaith Ministries 
(JFM) JustMatters module.  JFM provides programs that 
transform people and expand their commitment to social 
ministry. Through these life-changing opportunities, members 
of a church can study, explore and experience Christ’s call to 
care for the poor and vulnerable in a lively, challenging, 
multifaceted process in the context of a small faith 
community. 
 Jack Jezreel, M.Div., the founder and Executive 
Director of JustFaith Ministries, introduced the original 
JustFaith program in 1989 while working in a parish in 
Louisville, Kentucky. It was immediately and dramatically 
successful. Since then, over 20,000 people have participated 
in various JustFaith Ministries programs in over 1,200 
churches across the country.  
 JustFaith Ministries, in conjunction with its partners, 
makes available introductory workshops, curriculum, 
resources, a website, and support services. While JustFaith 
Ministries was born from the success of the JustFaith 
program, the organization now includes the following new 
layers of opportunity for faith formation. 
JustFaith focuses on discipleship and the call to be about 

God’s dream of justice and compassion in a world scarred by the domestic and global crisis called 
poverty.  

Engaging Spirituality presents a spiritual deepening process that invites small groups to explore the 
intersection between contemplative presence and social action. 

JusticeWalking (J-Walking) is a process that forms small communities of older teens and adults to 
engage in a spiritual journey and exploration of the radical call of the Gospel. 

College JusticeWalking (J-Walking) is a semester- long “Discipleship Journey” that forms small 
communities of college students as they experiment with living the Gospel message and the social 
implications of our faith. 

JustFaith Ministries is able to offer these programs through the generosity of donors.  
 

JustFaith Ministries also provides an online document, Taking Action Resource Guide 
(http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/takeaction_resourceguide.pdf)  to help participants learn 
more and get involved in this and other issue.   


