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Looking Through the Lens of Mercy
by Cory Lockhart,

Program Associate, JustFaith Ministries

The Lord wants us to belong to a Church that knows how to open her arms and welcome everyone, that is not a
house for the few, but a house for everyone, where all can be renewed, transformed, sanctified by his love—the
strongest and the weakest, sinners, the indifferent, those who feel discouraged or lost. —Pope Francis, The Church of Mercy
Jasmin Dean (age 27) of Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Virginia Beach,
Virginia, was looking for a way to become a better version of herself.
As a part of her personal formation, she joined a GoodNewsPeople group,
one of over 100 people in her parish to participate. GoodNewsPeople
invites participants to explore their personal call to discipleship within
small communities of faith.

We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy.
It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace. Our salvation
depends on it.
—Pope Francis, The Face of Mercy

The program’s Immersion Experience focuses on the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy. Jasmin’s group visited Onesimus Ministries, a halfway
house for men transitioning back into society after being incarcerated.
Residents of the house include sex offenders. “We were apprehensive about
going. We chose something uncomfortable to do.”
 ercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us.
M
(ibid)
Men at Onesimus Ministries live in the house for a minimum of six
months, but many stay longer: some may need continuing support; others
graduate from the program to become counselors, managers, or advisors,
helping new residents make the transition from incarceration to community
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life. The mission states that “[inmates] need
to know that they have a place in the body of
Christ, where they are accepted, loved, and
nurtured.”

	
Mercy: the bridge that connects God and
[humanity], opening our hearts to the
hope of being loved forever despite our
sinfulness. (ibid)

	
Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells
in the heart of every person who looks
sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and
sisters on the path of life. (ibid)

As a result of her powerful experience, Jasmin
said, “Now I am looking at people and seeing
love in everyone’s eyes. Everybody is Jesus,
regardless of what we’ve done. God wants to
be in our lives.”

Jasmin recalled her experience with
Onesimus: “We learned that people on the
margins are just like us. We all deserve love,
forgiveness, what Jesus has for us, regardless
of what we’ve done. Because many of the
men lived there for years, they became
friends. One man used to drive another to
chemotherapy and stay at his side during
treatment. When his friend passed away, they
planted a tree. There are many trees in the
yard for those who have died.” Jasmin was
deeply moved by her experience at Onesimus:
“On the way home
I cried tears of love and
compassion.”

Jasmin was not the only person whose eyes,
mind, and heart were opened through her

GoodNewsPeople experience. Abby Causey,
Director of Religious Education at Holy
Spirit, said participants “have been given
the gift of a heart that has been broken
open to new relationships. Because of
GoodNewsPeople, participants have been
empowered to make a difference—no matter
how small—and have been inspired to bring
light to the world.”
Barbara Lizana, OFS, who facilitated two
small groups at the parish, reflected: “It hit
me with the impact of a lightning bolt: the
main thing that this experience brought was
‘seeing.’ I saw each beloved soul so clearly.
Their dreams, their hopes, their faith, their
individual strengths and flaws, their struggles,
their tears and laughter. I was privileged to
see God in the faces of every one of these dear
souls, and when I left the closing [gathering],
I cried and I thanked God for the love I felt
for every single one of them. Conversion is
really what GoodNewsPeople does.”
On December 8 of this year, Pope Francis
inaugurates the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy, a time during which we are invited
to re-commit ourselves to compassion, to
focusing our vision through the lens of mercy.
It is an invitation to be good news for others.

How will you respond when God
reaches out to you?

Will you allow mercy to dwell deeply in
your heart as you look at your brothers
and sisters, even those who have hurt
you or done great harm in the world?

For more information on bringing
GoodNewsPeople to your parish,
visit justfaith.org

GoodNewsPeople Jesus and his followers
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Your Letters Make a Difference
and Help Children Grow and Learn
by Steve Hitchcock,

Senior Manager of Special Projects

www.bread.org

It’s mid-morning and Rosie is trying to pay
attention to the teacher, but all she can think
about is food. Her parents both work, but
they don’t earn enough to pay for housing,
utilities, and transportation—and still be
able to buy enough food to feed their family.
In Rosie’s own community—and across
the country—churches and other groups
are doing a lot to help. They sponsor food
pantries and host community meals. But
private, volunteer efforts can’t solve the
problem of hunger on their own. One out
of five children in the United States lives in a
family who struggles to put food on the table.

Bread for the World
is urging Congress to
re-authorize our nation’s
child nutrition programs.
That’s why, with your membership support
and involvement, Bread for the World is
urging Congress to re-authorize our nation’s
child nutrition programs: school meals,
summer feeding programs, and the WIC
nutrition program for pregnant and new
mothers along with their small children.
This fall, Congress must reauthorize the
legislation that shapes these programs which
have helped so many children over the years.
Passing this legislation is the focus of Bread
for the World’s 2015 Offering of Letters.
Thousands of churches across the country are
organizing letter-writing events. Interested
individuals are encouraged to write letters
to their members of Congress. Often these
letters are brought forward with the offering
or collection—to be blessed before they are

mailed to Congress. Thanks in large part to
the 2010 Offering of Letters, Congress passed
the 2010 Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act,
which expanded and improved these nutrition
programs. Even with those changes in 2010,
only slightly more than half of those receiving
school lunches benefit from breakfasts.
Summer meals are available for less than 10
percent of those kids that count on lunches
during the school year.
You can help hungry kids in our country get
the food they need all year round. Urge your
members of Congress to reauthorize the child
nutrition programs without any funding cuts
or harmful policy changes. Working together,
we can be part of God’s will on earth that all

children receive the “daily bread” that enables
them to grow and learn.
For sample letters—or to send a personalized
email message to your members of
Congress—visit www.bread.org/ol2015,
where you will also find the names and
contact information for your senators and
representative.
Visit www.bread.org/ol2015 to find out
how you can involve your church or
community in Bread for the World’s 2015
Offering of Letters. You’ll also learn about
ways you can communicate with your
members of Congress – to urge them to
sustain and strengthen our nation’s child
nutrition programs.

Newly Revised

Modules

to engage critical realities through the lens of faith
small group process • eight sessions • immersion experience
The Sultan
and the Saint
(formerly In the Spirit
of St. Francis and the
Sultan) brings a small
group of Muslims and
Christians together
to cultivate mutual
understanding as they strive to live out a central tenet
of both faiths: to love God and love our neighbor.

Church of
the Second
Chances
(formerly known
as Prison Reform)
shares the stories
of incarcerated
people and inspires
a prophetic revision of restoration, mercy, and
reconciliation.

Crossing
Borders
invites participants
to move beyond
fractious debate
and to find common
ground with the
millions of people
who are on the move in every part of the world.

Learn more at justfaith.org

What’s New at JustFaith Ministries
On May 11th we launched the new and
improved www.justfaith.org. We hope you
have had a chance to wander the site and
read stories from other JustFaith Ministries
program participants, listen to a meditation
by Joe Grant, or even read a back issue of
Voices! We hope you find it as informational
and inspirational as it is beautiful.
The website is also changing how we do
business. The automation the site provides,
and the integration with our current data
and accounting systems, makes for easier
program registration, program access, and
program maintenance. Unlike before, you
can register for a program, pay for it, and
have immediate access to your program
materials. Program participants are also
encouraged to create an account on
the website in order to access materials
specifically for them.

2015 has been a big year in our office
in Louisville! Our small but mighty team
now includes Toni Roppel, a part-time
Administrative Assistant. It is Toni’s voice
you will hear when you call our office,
so give her a call and say hello!
Vic Doucette came on board as an
Engagement Associate, particularly
working with our friends in the Chicago
area. Micah Hammontree recently stepped
in as our new Data Manager and is helping
smooth the transition to our new website.
We are blessed to have such a competent
and dedicated team!

We encourage you to visit the site and see
what else is new at JustFaith Ministries!
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Pope Francis:
“Everything is Connected”
by Susan Stevenot Sullivan,

Associate Director for Education and Outreach, Department of Justice,
Peace, and Human Development

www.usccb.org/cchd

Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical letter on
ecology, is intended to help us live our faith in
a complex, gifted, and broken world. He calls
the earth our “common home” and asks that
we care for the earth and for each other. The
teaching, addressed to “every person living on
this planet,” is a call to reflection, dialogue,
and action.
“What kind of world do we want to leave
to those who come after us, to children who
are now growing up?” Pope Francis asks.
His answer, which follows the lead of St.
John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, makes
an unbreakable link between “concern for
nature, justice for the poor, commitment to
society and interior peace.”
Pope Francis lifts up the moral and spiritual
challenge of being stewards of the earth and
brothers and sisters of one family. Themes
include: care for creation, understanding
that everything is connected, addressing the
disproportionate impact of climate change
on those who are poor, the call to solidarity
reflected in the need to share the earth’s
resources, seeing technological and economic
development in service to human life and
dignity, and the urgency to act – individually
and together – to address a culture of waste.
He repeatedly points to the hope and
excitement of bringing our creativity and our
communities together to shape a brighter
future for ourselves and the planet.

Contact your members
of Congress to share
Pope Francis’ message
and urge action to address
climate change.

Photo credit: Jennifer Hardy/Catholic Relief Services

Our response can begin in these ways:
1. Become more aware of our interconnectedness. Care for one another and creation includes
understanding that everything is connected and that the economy, politics, community
involvement, and technology all affect the future of the planet and humankind. How can
we become more aware of our connectedness?
2. Changes to lifestyle and consumption habits can make a big difference. For example, get a
reusable water bottle, take shorter showers, walk, bike, or take public transportation instead
of driving, recycle, compost food waste, and buy energy efficient appliances.
3. Make changes institutionally at your parish, school, or workplace. For example, start
recycling and composting, use washable dinnerware in cafeterias, share electronically
instead of printing, do an energy audit, and install solar panels.
4. Support local efforts to solve environmental problems. Community groups around the
country are working to make city, county, and state-wide changes that can make a big
difference. Find out what is going on locally and get involved.
5. Contact your members of Congress to share Pope Francis’ message and urge action to
address climate change. Sign up for action alerts with the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops at http://cqrcengage.com/catholicbishops/jphd.
The Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development at the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops has educational resources to help with our response. A discussion guide,
bulletin inserts, quotes from the Catholic social tradition on ecology, and a resource entitled
“Care for God’s Creation” are all available for your personal use and group work as well.
All resources can be found at www.usccb.org/environment

JustFaith Ministries is conducting a survey to assess the
readership of our two publications, Voices and GradNet.
Voices is published and mailed twice a year to our program participants
and friends. GradNet is produced electronically twice a month for
people who have completed our programs. We are considering ways
to be environmentally and fiscally responsible while also being
responsive to the JustFaith Ministries community.
Please take a few minutes and respond to the questions
and return to us in the method that works best for you:
Use the link to complete online:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Voices_SummerFall15
Mail to:
P.O. Box 221348, Louisville, KY 40252, ATTN: Althea Dryden
Email:
althea@justfaith.org

1) Do you read Voices?
❍ Yes, cover to cover.
❍ Yes, but only certain articles.
❍ No, but I mean to.
❍ No, I’d rather not receive it.*

3) Would you read Voices if it was only available electronically?
❍ Yes, but I prefer it printed.
❍ Yes, and that’s how I would prefer it.*
		 *NAME: ______________________________________

		 *NAME:_______________________________________
		

ADDRESS: _____________________________________

2) Do you read GradNet?
❍ Yes, most of the time.
❍ Yes, some of the time.
❍ No, but I mean to.
❍ No, I’d rather not receive it. *
❍ No, I don’t receive it, but I would like to.*

EMAIL: _______________________________________

❍ No, I don’t have the ability to read it electronically.
❍ No, I receive too many other newsletters electronically.
4) Please rank the following types of Voices articles in order
of your reading preference, 1 being your favorite to read
and 3 being your least favorite. Select N/A if you are not
interested in that type of article or do not read Voices.

		 *NAME: ______________________________________
		

		

EMAIL: _______________________________________

1 2 3 N/A S tories of other JustFaith Ministries’
program participants.
1 2 3 N/A Stories from the partners
1 2 3 N/A Inspirational pieces (prayers, meditations, etc.)
		 ____________________________________________
		 ____________________________________________
		 ____________________________________________
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Meeting Our World’s Families with Mercy
by Cullen Larson,

Southeast Regional Director, Catholic Relief Services

www.crs.org

Photo credit: Corrie Sissions/Catholic Relief Services

In Iraq, I met with our world’s families.
In Iraq, I witnessed mercy in action.
I talked with Yazidi families forced from their
homes by ISIS. These families are among many
religious or ethnic minorities, Christians and
Muslims fleeing violence that engulfs millions
of people. Having lost family members, finding
themselves trapped on Sinjar Mountain with
little or nothing, they finally walked for days
to the Kurdish region. Here they huddled
with their children and surviving elderly in
cold, unfinished buildings lacking doors and
windows. Concrete leftovers from earlier waves
of violence now serve as make-do shelters for
desperate and displaced families.
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and Caritas Iraq
responded, negotiating with building owners

for two winters of occupancy in exchange
for basic weatherization improvements.
CRS/Caritas installed PVC-framed doors
and windows and provided emergency kits
that included blankets, cooking pots, and
kerosene heaters. Over 50,000 people received
emergency support to help them survive the
winter months.
CRS and Caritas Iraq’s ongoing program has
provided dignified shelter to more than 25
thousand individuals through upgrades to over
one thousand buildings. In addition to the
continual displacement of people, the seasonal
change in weather has had a significant impact.
In the summer months, temperatures hover

around 120°F (49°C), exacerbating the need for
water and the threat of disease.
As many as seven Yazidi families live in each
house, usually one family room. Gathered
together on a rough concrete floor, they spoke
with me about their journey, losses, and fears,
their need for work to earn money to live,
their grandparents’ illness, their children’s
nightmares, and the lack of schools. I asked
what they would like me to tell Catholics
and others in the U.S. They said they want to
express thanks (“shukran” in Arabic) for the
help they had received. Then they paused and
politely added, “Please, don’t forget us.”

Thanks to poverty-focused assistance from
the U.S. government, the tangible support
provided by CRS is the source of hope and
expression of mercy for our Iraqi brothers and
sisters. Right now, and going forward, your
members of Congress are making decisions on
funding critical U.S. government programs
for humanitarian assistance. Your senators and
representatives need to hear your voice.
Many families have been helped. Thousands
more of our world’s families need and wait for
our faith to prod us to stand with them so that
mercy-in-action can be sustained. Give voice to
your JustFaith experience and help keep mercy
in action for families like these.
To stand with needy families in Iraq and
around the world, join with CRS at
www.confrontglobalpoverty.org/

Photo credit: Corrie Sissions/Catholic Relief Services

JustFaith Ministries offers
an array of programs that
invite people of faith
into the heart of mercy.
Make community with those asking deep
questions and looking to change their lives.
Connect with your brothers and sisters on
the margins and find hope together.

An Invitation
to the Journey
of a Lifetime
Maryknoll Lay Missioners (MKLM) invites
JustFaith Ministries’ program graduates to
experience a spiritual journey into compassion

Current Immersion Programs:

CAMBODIA

February 12-21, 2016
Deadline for signing up
is October 12, 2015.

and an immersion into the lives, culture, faith,

Respond to this opportune moment
by joining a JFM program:

and history of the people MLKM serves.
This is an extraordinary invitation to witness
mission ministries that respond to basic needs
and help to create a more just and compassionate
world. Each trip is centered on encounters with
“the other” and with God as expressed through
sacred stories, traditions, history, and culture.

Learn more at:
www.friendsacrossborders.org/trips/
justfaith-ministries-immersion/
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EL SALVADOR
June 10-19, 2016
Deadline for signing up
is February 10, 2016.

The Gift of Mercy
The Gift of Mission
by Judy Coode,

Communications Director, Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

Maryknoll is a community of missionary
disciples dedicated to outreach to those
who are most marginalized and neglected
in human society. As missionaries by our
baptism, we accompany and are in solidarity
with marginalized people. Through advocacy,
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy,
and the proclamation of Christ’s Gospel of
hope, we help men and women realize their
potential as sons and daughters of God and
our brothers and sisters.
In its September 2006 statement on
migration, Maryknoll leadership noted that,
throughout the world, including the U.S.,
our missioners live and work with people on
the move. Voluntary migrants themselves,
Maryknollers depend upon the hospitality of
strangers. In crossing borders, they experience
global solidarity and celebrate cross-cultural
community.
In Vietnam and Cambodia, we accompany
and help train laborers preparing to migrate

www.maryknollaffiliates.org
www.maryknolllaymissioners.org
www.maryknollsisters.org
www.maryknollsociety.org

to other countries in Asia as temporary
workers. In Africa, Maryknoll missioners
experience and seek to mitigate the serious
consequences of the “brain drain” as
doctors, nurses, and other professionals
move to Europe, Australia, and the U.S. for
employment. In South Sudan, we accompany
those caught in the crossfire of civil war. In
Mesoamerica, missioners counsel thousands
who set out on the long journey north and
seek to strengthen those families who are torn
apart due to migration. In Thailand, Brazil,
Bolivia, the Great Lakes region of Africa,
and in the U.S., we work in refugee camps,
centers, and detention centers where migrants
struggle for justice and dignity.
In the U.S., Maryknoll Affiliates in
Philadelphia, Los Angeles, and Chicago reach
out to newly-arrived immigrants – those
fleeing war, repression, or violent conflict,
or on the move to pursue financial stability
and employment – to help them navigate the

legal and social services systems. In Brazil,
Maryknoll lay missioners accompany some
of the thousands of Haitian and African
migrants and refugees through the Missão
Paz (Mission of Peace) and Caritas Refugee
Center. These missioners seek to transform
economic and social structures to offer more
life-giving opportunities for these incoming
populations.
In ministering to the needs of migrants and
refugees, Maryknoll missioners recognize our
shared humanity. Each of us is called to be
part of creating a culture of solidarity and
mercy and counter the culture of self-serving
individualism. As Pope Francis reminds us
in Laudato Si’, “We need to strengthen the
conviction that we are one single human
family. There are no frontiers or barriers,
political or social, behind which we can hide,
still less is there room for the globalization of
indifference.”

How can you respond?
Are you called to a life commitment
as a Maryknoll sister, priest, or brother,
or a short-term commitment as a
Maryknoll lay missioner?
Shorter time-frames are possible including
two- or three-week mission immersion trips.
Visit www.maryknoll.org. Maryknoll Lay
Missioners sponsor Friends Across Borders
trips specifically for JustFaith Ministries
groups. See if there is a Maryknoll Affiliates
group near you in order to organize
locally with like-minded people.
Visit the Maryknoll Office for
Global Concerns website, where you
can find analysis, resources, and
alerts on important topics.
Greg Fischer, Maryknoll lay missioner, with 2 colleagues and Haitian immigrants from
the Peace Mission Center in São Paulo, Brazil. Photo credit: Maryknoll Lay Missioners

The Spiritual Act of Giving
“Fundraising is a form of ministry.
It is as spiritual as giving a sermon,
entering a time of prayer, visiting
the sick or feeding the hungry. It
helps us with our conversion too.
…When those with money and
those who need money share a
mission, we see a central sign of
new life in the Spirit of Christ.
They meet on the common ground
of God’s love.”
—Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Spirituality of Fundraising

When the JustFaith program launched for the
first time in 1989, we could not have imagined
that our programs would reach so many people
and that those people would do so much good
in the world. But it happened. And it happened
because people like you made it happen.
People like you partnered with us – you
volunteered, co-facilitated, organized,
promoted, and donated.
And the results are tremendous.
You’ve helped create new ministries. You’ve
supported hundreds of organizations. You’ve
dug wells, fed and housed people. You’ve
changed unjust rules and structures—all of this
has happened because of you and your work.
So thank you to all of you who have been
part of this team!

With Pope Francis’ leadership and the dawning
of the Holy Year of Mercy, there are all kinds
of new opportunities for you and JustFaith
Ministries to serve the Church in an even more
robust way as we work together.
So, if you’re reading this note and have never
thought to donate to our work, we’d like to invite
you to consider a gift to our ministry. Why?
Because for the work of justice and compassion
to flourish, it needs people who are passionate
and committed. And it’s only with your support
that we can do what we do best—inspire people
to engage in the Church’s social mission.

Thank you for making
this work possible!

The Face of Mercy
“The time has come for the Church to take up the
joyful call to mercy once more. It is time to return
to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and
struggles of our brothers and sisters.

…This is the opportune moment to change our
lives! This is the time to allow our hearts to be
touched!”

To donate to
JustFaith Ministries,
use the enclosed
envelope or visit
www.justfaith.org/donate

—Pope Francis, The Face of Mercy

Tender-heartedness,
tears, intimacy, and suffering-love…
…such qualities are essentially divine.

and see, mirrored in stranger or
enemy, the face of Christ.

We dare not confuse tenderness with
timidity,
mercy with weakness, or suffering-love
with sentimentality.
It takes strength to be gentle,
resilience to be tender, courage to forgive.

Here we touch
the tender heart
of our faith.
If to love is to suffer,
if our Maker is made
of suffering-love…

Yet suffering-love erases our need to be right,
for we cannot love and win.
Mercy is always love for and love with, never love
over or against.

…then, pained by passionate mercy
and burned by forgiveness,
we can know what God feels like.

Tenderness happens to us
when we let down our guard

- excerpted from Still in the Storm,
		 a JustFaith Ministries publication
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Notes
From Jack

As you probably have heard by now, I will
be retiring from my position with JustFaith
Ministries at the end of this year. For the last
fifteen years—gosh, my youngest daughter
was only seven when I started!—I have had
the most amazing experience of connecting
with some of the finest people all over the
country. My role as the “sower of seeds”
means that I have been on a lot of airplanes,
I have met in each city and diocese the crème
de la crème, people who were big-hearted,
open-armed, and high-spirited. What a
pleasure it has been to be constantly linked
with such fine and holy men and women!

development; she has been wonderful to work
with and I consider her work a significant
reason for many of our successes. Second,
Jane Walsh, our Executive Director, is just
one of the most talented leaders I know;
I am so grateful that she is the one who
will be leading this organization forward.
And, finally, I want to acknowledge my
lovely, wonderful, joyful wife, Maggie, who
supported every step it took to birth and grow
this organization to what it is today; she made
many sacrifices as I jetted from one city to
another only to be greeted upon return with
her embrace.

So, yes, I am leaving my position, I am
leaving the staff, but I just can’t leave
completely. I believe too much in the
importance of this work and mission to
absent myself from what I think is going to
be an exciting next chapter in the history of
JustFaith Ministries. So I am accepting an
invitation to remain on the board of directors
and I will be available to do some occasional
writing or speaking.

And thank you all for being part of this
beehive of compassion. I have been gifted
beyond expression by the company of so
many good, prayerful, loving, faithful people.
God bless you.
With a grateful and happy heart,

I want to close by thanking three exceptional
women. First, this ministry started with
me but almost from the very beginning
Chris Breu has had a critical role in its

Still In the Storm: Reflections for
Engaging Spirituality in Times Like These
by Joseph Grant, Director of Programs
for JustFaith Ministries
Price $20.00 plus shipping.
To order your copy, visit our Bookstore at justfaith.org/shop

I believe too much in the
importance of this work and
mission to absent myself
from what I think is going
to be an exciting next
chapter in the history
of JustFaith Ministries.

JustFaith Ministries is very interested in
sharing your stories and photos to use on our
website. If you would like to share your story
of transformation or inspiration, please contact
althea@justfaith.org
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GoodNewsPeople, a dynamic parish-wide faith
formation program by JustFaith Ministries,
is perfectly suited to respond to the invitation of
this Holy Year of Mercy.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. -Luke 4:18-19
To prepare your parish for
the Jubilee Year of Mercy,

JustFaith Ministries is offering half price
registration through 2015!
Registration $250 per parish
Parishes purchasing more than 50 participant binders
receive a $250 credit at the Bookstore.
(That’s 10 binders free!)

Register today at justfaith.org!

