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From JustFaith Ministries

True peace is not merely the absence of tension: it is the presence of justice.
Martin Luther King, Jr., during the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955

Welcome to the JustMatters module on just peacemaking. We are most grateful for your willingness
to participate in this module. The process you are engaged in will hopefully be as transformative as
it is challenging and interesting.
In 2002, JustFaith Ministries was invited to join 21 other “initiating organizations” to work on The
Peoples’ Peace Initiative, a Pax Christi USA- led collaborative grassroots process of reflection on the
challenges and opportunities for peacemaking in the 21st century. The resulting document from that
six-year process, Called to be Peacemakers, leads us to this place and this time.
The peoples’ peacemaking initiative now continues with you and is more important than ever. We
invite you to continue or embark on this journey and help us create a more just and nonviolent
world. Peace with justice.
More than ever, our world needs this kind of bold peacemaking work. Just peacemaking must be
waged in a spirit-filled and nonviolent campaign that begins with the each person and moves out
into our communities and our world, never taking our eyes from the root causes: poverty, racism
and militarism.
This module focuses on making connections: with each other, with economic and racial justice, with
budget priorities, with corporate greed, with militarism. You will be making those connections and
committing to each other to include "peacemaker" as part of your core identity.
The process asks more from you than just discussing peacemaking through a lens of political and
social analysis. It will ask you for something in the end that really matters—making a covenant to
yourself and to one another to make just peacemaking part of your core identity rooted in faith: who
you ARE in this world.
We have worked with Pax Christi USA to create a rich experience that includes readings, films,
discussion, activities and opportunities to engage each other and your broader community. We have
included voices of peacemakers "at home" and abroad. Throughout the process, we stress the
importance of ecumenical and interfaith work on just peacemaking.
We are inspired by your commitment, encouraged by your spirit, and we look forward to hearing
about your journey as just peacemakers.

It isn't enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it. And it isn't enough to
believe in it. One must work at it. Eleanor Roosevelt
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From Sr. Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN
Executive Director, Pax Christi USA
The mission statement of Pax Christi USA begins, “Pax Christi USA strives to create a world that
reflects the Peace of Christ by exploring, articulating, and witnessing to the call of Christian
nonviolence.” The word “peace” is right there at the beginning of our mission and it is incorporated
right there into our name (Pax Christi is Latin for “Peace of Christ”). Working for peace with justice
is who we are. And we hope that this module will encourage some of you to join us in this work,
and deepen the commitment to peacemaking of others who are already with us.
I cannot think of a more poignant time than now for people of faith to delve into and hopefully take
up the gospel imperative of peacemaking. I am confident that those who participate in this module –
a prophetic and eloquent collaboration between JustFaith Ministries and Pax Christi USA and led by
Pax Christi USA National Council member Scott Wright – will have their hearts and minds opened
to and transformed by what they find here. One of our Ambassadors of Peace, Colman McCarthy,
wrote, “The earth is too small a star and we too brief a visitor upon it for anything to matter more
than the struggle for peace.” I think that once you and your small group have engaged in this
process, you may feel exactly the same way.
But the work of peace in our world is not a work that we shoulder alone. We have recognized that
there is power in numbers, and that we need each other in order to stay with this work for the long
haul. We meet the challenge and promise of nonviolence together, as community, as Church, as
God’s family, brothers and sisters to one another. We take strength in our diversity and recognize
the power that we exercise when we join hands, stand and walk forward together. We hope that you
will reach out and join hands with others who are seeking to live nonviolently, act justly, and witness
to peace, so that together we can realize our power to change the world.
In speaking to Pax Christi members from around the world in 1995, Pope John Paul II called the
movement for peace within the Catholic Church “precious.” He stated that our movement helps “to
develop conscience, so that justice and the search for the common good can prevail in relations
between individuals and peoples. These are the foundations for lasting peace.” We are so happy that
you have entered into this process to explore “just peacemaking” and the challenge and promise of
nonviolence for our time. Most of all, we hope that this is just the beginning for you, the first steps
in taking on the mantle of peace. We all long for that “lasting peace” of which Blessed John Paul II
speaks. We need more people who are willing to help build those foundations which lead to it. We at
Pax Christi USA are ready to stand with you and accompany you in this heroic, life-giving work.
In Christ’s peace,
Sr. Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN
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From Marie Dennis
Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace
Co-President, Pax Christi International
A Life-giving Pathway to Just Peace
A closed door dialogue between civil society actors from Israel and Palestine – a conference on conflict resolution in the
Democratic Republic of Congo based on experience in Ituri and Kivu – a series of trainings on peace, reconciliation
and respect for human rights for the Pax Christi network in the Great Lakes region of Africa – trainings for young
politicians in Macedonia – dialogues between Serbian and Albanian youth in Kosovoand between youth from Kosovo
and youth from Northern Ireland – courses in preventive reconciliation using the principles of Aikido in the
Philippines – international youth seminars on topics such as peace-building, organizational management and media
awareness – “peace week” initiatives, many of them annual, in the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, France, UK, the
African Great Lakes region, Kosovo, Russia, Croatia, the Philippines and Colombia – exchanges of experience
between civil society from the Middle East and from Central Europe on their role in bringing about non-violent social
change – training courses on nonviolence in Lebanon and Jordan – more than 30 years of dialogue with the Russian
Orthodox Church ...
Dear Friends – as you embark on this JustFaith Ministries process, you will be joining a multitude of
faithful people around the world who are making peace in the ordinary and extraordinary, local and
global, grassroots and day by day dimensions of life. The activities of these peacemakers around the
world and in the U.S. are Pax Christi’s strength and shape its vision. Pax Christi USA, for example, is
deeply committed to a multiyear antiracism strategy that facilitated a remarkable multiracial,
multicultural reflection about the challenges of peacemaking in the 21st century. The fruit of that
reflection forms the basis of this process.
Pax Christi is an international Catholic peace movement founded in France in 1945 by a lay woman,
Marthe Dortel-Claudot, and a Catholic bishop, Pierre-Marie Theas, who had been arrested by the
Gestapo for speaking out against persecution of the Jews. Its purpose was to promote reconciliation
between the French and the Germans at the end of World War II. Pax Christi now includes member
organizations and partners in over 60 countries on five continents, with over 100,000 members
worldwide. This global presence is reflected in the composition of the Executive Committee with
members from South Africa, the Netherlands, Croatia, Colombia, Germany, Lebanon, Portugal,
France, New Zealand, Kenya, the United States and Belgium. In our movement, lay people, clergy
and members of the hierarchy work together on an equal and democratic basis.
As a Catholic movement and global network, Pax Christi International brings together people from
many different backgrounds, cultures and faith traditions to make real their shared vision of peace,
reconciliation and social justice. Believing that religion should always be a force for peace and social
justice, we work for the transformation of a world shaken by violence, terrorism, deepening
inequalities and global insecurity.
Pax Christi’s efforts to foster a culture of nonviolence, to nurture programs of peace education and
training, mediation, reconciliation and nonviolent action are central to our mission. Pax Christi
combines activism with a strong spirituality inspired by a commitment to peace and reconciliation.
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By developing a spirituality and theology of peace, Pax Christi seeks to insert moral and ethical
principles on issues of war and peace into the public and political arenas.
One of the great privileges of my life has been to serve as the first lay president of Pax Christi
International, a position I shared first with Cardinal Laurent Monsengwo from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and now with Bishop Kevin Dowling from South Africa. My prayer for you
as you embark on this journey and wrestle with hard questions about how to make peace real in our
broken world is that you will experience the enormous richness of Pax Christi’s global embrace
Marie Dennis
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DOROTHY DAY, UNION SQUARE SPEECH
(NOVEMBER 6, 1965)
It is not just Vietnam, it is South Africa, it is Nigeria, the Congo, Indonesia, all of Latin America. It
is not just the pictures of all the women and children who have been burnt alive in Vietnam, or
the men who have been tortured, and died. It is not just the headless victims of the war in
Colombia. It is not just the words of Cardinal Spellman and Archbishop Hannan. It is the fact
that whether we like it or not, we are Americans. It is indeed our country, right or wrong, as the
Cardinal said in another context. We are warm and fed and secure (aside from occasional
muggings and murders amongst us). We are the nation, the most powerful, the most armed,
and we are supplying arms and money to the rest of the world where we are not ourselves
fighting. We are eating while there is famine in the world. Scripture tells us that the picture of
judgment presented to us by Jesus is of Dives sitting and feasting with his friends while Lazarus
sat hungry at the gate, the dogs, the scavengers of the East, licking his sores. We are the Dives.
Woe to the rich! We are the rich. The works of mercy are the opposite of the works of war,
feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, nursing the sick, visiting the prisoner. But we are
destroying crops, setting fire to entire villages and to the people in them. We are not performing
the works of mercy but the works of war. We cannot repeat this enough. "In Peace is My
Bitterness Most Bitter," The Catholic Worker, January 1967, 1-2.

Image: Rita Corbin (ritacorbin.com)
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Introduction
“At the beginning of the last century nine out of ten people killed in war were soldiers…
At the beginning of this century nine out of ten people killed in war are civilians… Most of
them are children.” – A Child’s Century of War, First Run / Icarus Films, 2001
"We are against war because it is contrary to the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and the only
important thing is that we abide in His Spirit. It is more important than being American,
more important than being respectable, more important than obedience to the State. It
is the only thing that matters." – Dorothy Day, The Catholic Worker, April 1948
By Scott Wright
National Council, Pax Christi USA
Welcome to the Just Peacemaking Initiative! On behalf of Pax Christi USA and JustFaith
Ministries, we want to thank you for your participation in what we hope will be for you a journey
of transforming faith into action. In the weeks and months that follow, we invite you to share
your journeys with each other, knowing that we are bound together by a broken world we share,
and by the dreams and longings we have for peace. Though we may often feel alone and
overwhelmed by the violence in our midst, as people of faith we know we are surrounded by a
cloud of witnesses – all those holy women and men of faith who have gone before and those who
will come after – joining us together in a living tradition and witness for justice and peace. Each
of us can do something to end violence and war and bring peace into our world, and together,
with God’s help, we can make a difference.
Just Peacemaking Initiative: The Challenge and Promise of Nonviolence for Our Time is a study
guide designed to deepen the commitment of Christians and people of good will in our vocation
as peacemakers. Through a process of prayer, study, and action, we hope to share with one
another what the Gospel and the Christian tradition have to say about war and peace, and take up
the challenge and promise of nonviolence as a response to what Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
called “the giant triplets of evil” – the poverty, racism and violence so destructive of human life,
God’s creation, and Gospel values, both at home and abroad.
We live in a world that is permeated by hatred and violence at all levels of society. But there is
also hope – enduring hope – in the emergence of countless “Occupy Wall Street” movements for
global economic justice, and countless “Arab Springs” for justice and peace. These social
movements are reminiscent of the non-violent civil rights and farmworker movements in the
1960s and 1970s in the United States, and the non-violent movements in the 1980s and 1990s in
Eastern Europe that led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of communism.
Just as Dr. King realized he could not advocate for the pursuit of nonviolent social change at
home while remaining silent about the war in Vietnam, so, too, we cannot remain silent about the
poverty, racism, and violence that affects the poor and people of color at home in our efforts to
end the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and to achieve peace. As Martin Luther King said,
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“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” so too, “Violence anywhere is a threat to
peace everywhere.”
A Spirituality of Nonviolence and Just Peacemaking
Now more than ever we need to ground our lives in a spirituality of nonviolence and just
peacemaking. For decades, Christians have worked for peace grounded in the words: “If you
want peace, work for justice.”
Since 9/11, the U.S.-led “war on terror” has done serious damage to the basic principles of
international human rights and humanitarian law. 1 The increasing militarization and domination
of the planet, the proliferation of military bases across the globe, the proliferation of
conventional arms and weapons of mass destruction, the reliance on high-tech military weapons
and unmanned drones, the creation of an all-volunteer standing army and reliance on military
contractors to fight our wars, and a permanent war economy based on corporate power indicate
that we have far surpassed the fear expressed by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. when he said: “A
nation that spends more and more on weapons of war than on programs of social uplift is fast
approaching spiritual death.”
In addition to these concerns, the cycles of violence and hatred between ethnic and religious
groups is such that – whether it be in the Balkans, the Indian subcontinent, the Great Lakes
region of Africa, the Philippines, Colombia, or the Middle East – a still deeper grounding in
nonviolence is necessary, based on mutual forgiveness and reconciliation with justice.
Just Peacemaking, Economic and Interracial Justice
Violence today comes in many forms, and the connections between just peacemaking, economic
and interracial justice are woven deep. Poverty is the result of economic systems and structures
that may be characterized as “institutionalized violence,” and it intersects with the violence of
institutional racism in ways that disproportionately affect people of color. Gender violence
further oppresses and excludes poor women, and most especially poor women of color.
Equally disturbing is the mass incarceration of people of color. 2 The number of African
Americans imprisoned each year has increased 26 times since 1983, while the number of Latino
immigrants detained in detention centers and eventually deported has increased from 10,000 in
1996 to more than 400,000 a year under the Bush and Obama administrations.
Since 9/11, the military budget in the United States has grown from $350 billion to $700 billion a
year, while the wealth gap between white families and people of color families has doubled with
the collapse of the housing market. The average African American or Hispanic family now has
twenty times less wealth than the average white family.
1

This is the conclusion to the 2008 International Commission of Jurists report on “Terrorism, Counter-Terrorism
and Human Rights.”
2
Michelle Alexander, “Think Outside the Bars: Why Real Justice Means Fewer Prisons,” Yes! Magazine, Summer
2011. She is the author of The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness.
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Global corporations and nations alike vie for control and access to valuable natural resources,
while military contractors and defense industries increase their share of the global economy and
deprive the poor on all continents of the resources they need for a dignified human life. In the
last thirty years there has been a huge transfer of wealth in the United States from the poor and
middle class to the wealthiest one percent.
Just Peacemaking, Disarmament and Reconciliation with Justice
On both a domestic and international scale, the production and proliferation of weapons has
increased the levels of violence in our city streets and fueled wars on nearly every continent,
making urgent the call for just peacemaking, disarmament and reconciliation with justice at
every level of society.
Since the end of World War II, the United Nations, the Holy See, and the World Council of
Churches have all put forward the urgent need to abolish nuclear weapons, and have further
discredited the morality of deterrence as a justification for possessing them. International
terrorism and the global war on terror have only brought to light the need to further restrain the
use of violence and move closer to the day when war itself is abolished. We need to develop
nonviolent strategies and practices to prevent war, diminish the actual violence of war, and create
ways to heal the wounds of war in post-conflict situations.
Just Peacemaking, Human Rights and Global Restoration
Violence and war are so interconnected that increasingly the very future of our planet is at stake.
Global warming, desertification, and the corporate pillage of scarce natural resources – including
arable land and potable water – are increasing levels of violence, massive human migration,
famine, and disease across the global South. We need to work for just peacemaking, human
rights and global restoration.
One promising response to war and violence is the developing field of just peace-building, which
focuses on violence prevention and restorative justice. At the heart of just peace-building is the
intentional building of relationships at every level of society dedicated to nonviolent
transformation of conflict, the pursuit of social justice and the creation of cultures of sustainable
peace.
These four dimensions of just peacemaking – a spirituality of nonviolence and peacemaking, the
connections between economic justice and interracial justice, the call for disarmament and
reconciliation with justice, and the work of human rights and global restoration – form the four
priority areas of the work of Pax Christi USA. The vision of just peacemaking put forward in this
module is a comprehensive approach to peace and nonviolence, and it responds both to the
traditional work of Pax Christi since its founding at the conclusion of World War II, as well as to
the changing signs of the times in our world today.
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“We Must Proceed Resolutely Toward Outlawing War Completely”
In 1993, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the bishops’ pastoral letter, The Challenge of
Peace, the U.S. bishops affirmed a similar comprehensive vision of peace, and the essential
vocation of peacemaking, in their anniversary reflection entitled The Harvest of Justice is Sown
in Peace that still serves as a clear and comprehensive presentation of Catholic social teaching
on the call to peacemaking in a new world:
“At home and abroad, we see the terrible human and moral costs of violence. In regional wars,
in crime and terrorism, in ecological devastation and economic injustice, in abortion and
renewed dependence on capital punishment, we see the tragic consequences of a growing lack of
respect for human life. We must stand up for human life wherever it is threatened. That is the
essence of our consistent life ethic and the starting point for genuine peacemaking.” 3
The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace concludes with a passionate appeal to outlaw war
completely:
“As history’s bloodiest century ends, there should be no question that, in the words of Pope John
Paul II, ‘we must proceed resolutely toward outlawing war completely and come to cultivate
peace as a supreme good.” 4
“Called to Be Peacemakers: A People’s Peace Initiative”
In 2003, to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ landmark
peace pastoral, The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response, and the fortieth
anniversary of the papal encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth), Bishop Wilton Gregory,
then-president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, issued a statement entitled: “Called to
Be Peacemakers.” It reaffirmed the centrality of the peacemaking vocation and included an
invitation to the faithful:
“We invite dioceses, parishes, schools and universities, and other Catholic institutions and
organizations to consider how they might use this moment and these anniversaries to raise up
the essential vocation of peacemaking. . . . We invite all Catholics to reflect on ways they can be
‘sentinels of peace’. . . . ”
In response to this invitation by the bishops, Pax Christi USA began a six-year conversation with
other national Catholic organizations to explore how we might collaborate on such an effort to
engage Catholics in reflecting on this “essential vocation of peacemaking.” The fruit of this
collaboration issued in a process of grassroots reflections that became known as “A People’s
Peace Initiative.” This initiative gathered the “wisdom of the people” in dozens of diverse
communities across the United States, rich and poor, white and people of color, U.S.-born and
immigrants. The fruit of this labor is a summary document issued in 2008 entitled: “Called to Be
Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the 21st Century.”
3
4

The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, p. 3.
The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, 50, John Paul II’s “Address to the Diplomatic Corps,” 531.
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A Just Peacemaking Initiative: The Challenge and Promise of Nonviolence for Our Time
Today, JustFaith Ministries and Pax Christi USA are together taking the next step in this process,
with the promotion of a new resource: Just Peacemaking Initiative: The Challenge and Promise
of Nonviolence for our time. Our hope is that these twelve study sessions on “Just Peacemaking”
may provide a means by which Christians and people of good will may engage the heart of
Christian teaching on war and peace. We especially draw attention to the connections between
the wars abroad and the wars at home, and between peacemaking abroad and peacemaking at
home.
We believe that Christians, by vocation, are called “to be peacemakers,” and that when we bear
witness to the Gospel through our actions we are also contributing to the witness of the Church
to be a sign of justice, peace, and reconciliation in the world today.
When the people of Eastern Europe tore down the Berlin Wall in 1989, they not only challenged
a system of oppression through their nonviolent witness, they inspired a major development in
the teachings of the Church and brought nonviolence into the public square as a legitimate and
effective witness for justice and peace – just as the civil rights and farmworker movements did a
generation ago, and people across the Middle East and North Africa are doing today as part of
the “Arab Spring.”
Our firm conviction is that by bearing witness to the Gospel call to Just Peacemaking for Our
Time, we may truly put into practice these inspiring words of John Paul II:
“It is by uniting our own suffering for the sake of truth and freedom to the sufferings of Christ on
the cross that we are able to accomplish the miracle of peace and are thus in a position to
discern the often narrow path between the cowardice which gives in to evil and the violence
which, under the illusion of fighting evil, only makes it worse.” 5
The Development of Nonviolence in Christian Life and Social Teaching
The condemnation of violence and war should not be surprising, given the millions who were
slaughtered by war during the past century. The preamble of the Charter to the United Nations,
which was signed on June 26, 1945, begins on a note of sorrow: “We the people of the United
Nations, determined to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our
lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind…. and to live in peace with one another as good
neighbors… ”
More often than not, wars have been fueled by racial, ethnic, and religious violence, including
genocide, as well as the greed of nations and corporations to control vital natural resources. For

5

Centesimus Annus, A Hundred Years of Catholic Social Teaching, 25.
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

13

that reason, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke of the need to resist the “giant triplets of racism,
materialism and militarism.” 6
Traditionally, the Catholic Church has taught that war might be justified if certain conditions
were met: just cause, legitimate authority, just intention, probability of success, last resort, and
proportionality – which states that the overall destruction expected from the use of force must be
outweighed by the good to be achieved.
The massive destructiveness of the Second World War, however, as well as the development and
use of nuclear weapons, raised questions as to whether any war fought in the 20th century could
meet the necessary conditions of a “just war.” The potential for a nuclear holocaust brought
about a major shift in Catholic social teaching on war and peace during the Second Vatican
Council.
Paul VI: “No More War, War Never Again!”
Pope John XXIII, in his 1961 encyclical letter Pacem in Terris, echoed this cry with his plea for
an end to the arms race and a ban on nuclear weapons:
“We are deeply distressed to see the enormous stocks of armaments that have been, and continue
to be, manufactured in the economically more developed countries… The people of these
countries are saddled with a great burden, while other countries lack the help they need for their
economic and social development… Justice, right reason, and the recognition of man’s dignity
cry out insistently for a cessation to the arms race… Nuclear weapons must be banned.” 7
Four years later, the Second Vatican Council, in its Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the
Modern World, called for “an evaluation of war with an entirely new attitude.” 8
The Council condemned, in no uncertain terms, “those actions designed for the methodical
extermination of an entire people, nation or ethnic minority,” 9 as well as “any act of war aimed
indiscriminately at the destruction of entire cities or extensive areas along with their population,”
calling such actions “a crime against God and humanity, meriting unequivocal and unhesitating
condemnation.” 10 Both the Holocaust, and the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, fall
under this judgment.
In 1965, on the feast of St. Francis, Pope Paul VI made a passionate plea to the United Nations
General Assembly and called for war to be abolished once and forever:
“If you want to be brothers [and sisters], let the weapons fall from your hands. You cannot love
with weapons in your hands… It suffices to remember that the blood of millions of men and
6

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence,” delivered in Riverside Church in New York,
April 4, 1967, exactly one year to the day before his assassination.
7
John XXIII, Pacem in terris, Peace on Earth, 109-112.
8
Gaudium et Spes, The Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World, 80.1.
9
Gaudium et Spes, The Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World, 79.1.
10
Gaudium et Spes, The Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World, 80.3.
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women, numberless and unheard of sufferings, useless slaughter and frightful ruin… unite you
with an oath which must change the future history of the world: No more war, war never again!
Peace, it is peace which must guide the destinies of peoples and of all humankind.”
John Paul II: “War is a Defeat for Humanity!”
Since 1989, and the inspiring nonviolent resistance of ordinary citizens that led to the fall of the
Berlin Wall and the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, Catholic social teaching has
undergone an amazing development. Both the devastating consequences of war and the inspiring
witness of nonviolence led to a radical reappraisal of nonviolence in Christian social teaching
that strongly condemns war as a means to resolve conflict and strongly affirms the power of
nonviolence to achieve justice.
Pope John Paul II, speaking of these events in his encyclical letter, Centesimus Annus, was
unequivocal in his admiration and support for nonviolence as an alternative to war:
“It seemed that the European order resulting from the Second World War and sanctioned by the
Yalta agreements could only be overturned by another war. Instead, it has been overcome by the
nonviolent commitment of people who, while always refusing to yield to the force of power,
succeeded time after time in finding effective ways of bearing witness to the truth.” 11
Pope John Paul II, whose native Poland was victim to aggression both by German fascism and
Soviet communism, was even stronger is his condemnation of war after the 1991 Persian Gulf
War:
“No, never again, war, which destroys the lives of innocent people, teaches how to kill, throws
into upheaval even the lives of those who do the killing and leaves behind a trail of resentment
and hatred, thus making it all the more difficult to find a just solution to the very problems which
provoked the war.” 12
This condemnation of war reached its strongest expression on January 1, 2000, the first day of
the new century, when John Paul II spoke eloquently of the challenge of peace in his World Day
of Peace message:
“In the century we are leaving behind, humanity has been sorely tried by an endless and
horrifying sequence of wars, conflicts, genocides and ‘ethnic cleansings’ which have caused
unspeakable suffering; millions and millions of victims, families and countries destroyed, an
ocean of refugees, misery, hunger, disease, underdevelopment and the loss of immense
resources. . . . The twentieth century bequeaths to us above all else a warning: wars are often the
cause of further wars because they fuel deep hatreds, create situations of injustice and trample

11
12

John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, A Hundred Years of Catholic social teaching, 23.
Centesimus Annus, A Hundred Years of Catholic social teaching, 52.
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upon people’s dignity and rights. . . . War is a defeat for humanity. Only in peace and through
peace can respect for human dignity and its inalienable rights be guaranteed.” 13
Benedict XVI: “The Kingdom of Christ Cannot Be Built by Force”
More recently, Pope Benedict XVI echoed this Gospel mandate to end violence on October 26,
2011, in the Italian town of Assisi, just prior to a “Day of Reflection, Dialogue and Prayer for
Peace and Justice in the World: Pilgrims of Truth, Pilgrims of Peace.” In a general audience to
those who had made a pilgrimage to the birth place of St. Francis, he said:
Jesus did not enter Jerusalem accompanied by a mighty army of chariots and horsemen. He is a
poor king, the king of the poor of God . . . . of those who have inner freedom enabling them to
overcome the greed and selfishness of the world, of those who know that God alone is their
treasure . . . . He is a king who will make the chariots and steeds of battle disappear, who will
break the weapons of war, a king who brought peace on the Cross, uniting heaven and earth and
building a bridge between all mankind. The Cross is the new arch of peace, the sign and
instrument of reconciliation . . . . the sign that love is stronger that any form of violence or
oppression, stronger than death. Evil is overcome through goodness, through love.” 14
Ultimately, it is by our faithfulness to the Gospel call to be just peacemakers that we begin to
make “the teaching and practice of active nonviolence a constitutive dimension of the preaching
of the Gospel in the face of terrorism and contemporary ways of war.” 15 Only then will we truly
“proceed resolutely toward outlawing war completely… and cultivate peace as a supreme good,”
and in this way move closer to the day when the ancient dream of the prophets and Christ’s gift
of peace may finally become a reality for us and for all generations to come:
“For God will judge between the nations,
And shall decide for many peoples;
And they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
And their spears into pruning hooks;
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
Neither shall they learn war anymore.” (Isaiah 2:4)

13

“Message on the World Day of Peace,” January 1, 2000.
“Benedict XIV: The Kingdom of Christ Cannot Be Built by Force,” VIS, Vatican City, October 26, 2011, posted
on www.bridgefolk.net under Catholic news.
15
Mary Evelyn Jegen, S.N.D., first National Coordinator of Pax Christi USA and Ambassador of Peace, Forward in
a Great Tradition: The Development of Nonviolence in Catholic Life and Social Teaching. The original passage
from Justice in the World, 6, reads: “Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world
fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel.”
14
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The Module
Overview and Logistics for Just Peacemaking Initiative:
The Challenge and Promise of Nonviolence for Our Time
This twelve-session module, Just Peacemaking Initiative: The Challenge and Promise of
Nonviolence for Our Time, is the fruit of many consultations and contributions from Pax Christi
USA and JustFaith Ministries members. It reflects a desire to link the experience of violence at
home and abroad with the stories of just peacemakers and just peacemaking communities at
home and abroad.
The module includes excerpts from the U.S. Catholic Bishops document, The Harvest of Justice
Is Sown in Peace, and from the most recent contribution of the World Council of Churches, An
Ecumenical Call to Just Peace. It appeals as well to the best insights and witness of the historic
peace churches and peacemakers of all faith traditions.
The heart of the module comes from Pax Christi USA’s summary reflection on the People’s
Peace Initiative, entitled Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the
21st Century. 16 This reflection marks the culmination of a six-year process convened by Pax
Christi USA, including national Catholic organizations representing racially diverse
communities, and will be read in its entirety during the twelve sessions.
The module is divided into four sections with three sessions each. Each section is based on one
of the four priority areas chosen by Pax Christi USA and addresses an important aspect of the
Christian tradition and witness to just peacemaking and nonviolence. Each of the four sections
includes a film to be viewed and discussed by participants. These films are selected both to
deepen reflection on the overall theme of just peacemaking, as well as to provide an alternative
format for how the groups can engage in conversation about just peacemaking. These twelve
sessions are outlined as follows:

Section I: Spirituality of Nonviolence and Just Peacemaking
1. The Challenge and Promise of Just Peacemaking for Our Time
2. Film: Joyeux Noel: Christmas Eve Truce, 1914
3. Called to Be Just Peacemakers at Home and Abroad. Film: Franz
Jägerstätter: A Man of Conscience
Section II: Just Peacemaking and Economic and Interracial Justice
4. Making the Connections: Just Peacemaking at Home and Abroad
16

Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the 21st Century, edited by Tom Cordaro,
Jeanette Rodriguez, and Scott Wright, 2008.
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5. Film: Why We Fight: A Look at Where We Are Today
6. Economic Conversion: Turning Swords into Plowshares
Section III: Just Peacemaking, Disarmament and Reconciliation with
Justice
7. The Challenge of Just Peacemaking at Home and Abroad
8. Film: The Forgotten Bomb: Remembering Hiroshima & Nagasaki
9. Disarming Our Communities at Home and Abroad
Section IV: Just Peacemaking, Human Rights and Global Restoration
10. Just Peacemaking and Peace Building at Home and Abroad
11. Film: A Force More Powerful: The Power of Nonviolent Action
12. Building the Beloved Community and Renewing Creation

Each person in the group will receive a Participant Packet with the assigned readings. There will
be several short readings for each session and these readings will provide a foundation for the
following week’s session. Participants also will be asked to keep a journal in which they will
reflect on the readings and write down questions that they might be grappling with. These
reflections and questions will help animate the group discussions as well as provide a rich
journaling experience for each participant. The focus, however, is not on the readings, but on the
participants, and the search for ways to put into practice, in one’s personal life and in the local
community, what has been learned in this twelve-session process.
For those who would like to do additional reading while engaged in this module, we recommend
Tom Cordaro’s book, Be Not Afraid: An Alternative to the War on Terror (Erie, Pennsylvania:
Pax Christi USA, 2008). This book provides an historical framework to engage in discussion
about what just peacemaking means in light of the changes in the United States and in the world
since 9/11. We include this link to the study guide for the book which is also noted in Appendix
III – Resources. http://tinyurl.com/justfaith-org
Planning and Purchasing Resources
In terms of planning, your two most immediate tasks are to (1) order resource materials and (2)
set the date, time and location for the meetings. It is important that facilitators get the date, time
and location information and the entire Participant Packet with the reading assignments to all
participants a minimum of one week before Session One. There is an order form (in Word
format) and information for ordering from JustFaith Ministries Books and Videos provided with
the other module materials online.
While groups may purchase program materials from any source, JustFaith Ministries Books and
Videos tries to make ordering materials as easy as possible. This service provides an opportunity
for groups to secure all materials from one source with low prices and rapid delivery. Most
19
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orders are filled the same day they are received and are sent via UPS. Shipping is free within the
continental U.S. for prepaid orders above $100. Note, the Federal Budget chart used in Session 6
is available free from JustFaith Ministries Books and Videos. You will need one per person. If
you do not order other materials from JFM Books and Videos, you will be charged postage for
these items.
Please Note: JustFaith Ministries Books and Videos should receive the group’s Resource Order
Form a minimum of three weeks in advance of the group’s start date. JustFaith Ministries Books
and Videos makes every effort to turn an order around in 24-48 hours but has no control over the
timing and release of books and videos that may be on backorder from the publishers. Please
take time to plan ahead.
Participant Packets
As noted above, this module includes a separate Participant Packet with information on the
module, a copy of the opening and closing prayers, and all reading assignments or the links to
reading assignments. This Participant Packet also contains some of the questions that will form
the basis for some small- and large-group discussions as well as provide “guideposts” for their
own journaling and reflection.
For your convenience (and to save expensive printer cartridges) the Participant Packet is
available preprinted from JustFaith Ministries Books and Videos. It is also available (on the
module document page) as a separate PDF file that can be downloaded and printed locally or emailed to participants. This additional electronic access would be helpful to follow internet links
provided in the documents for resources, article links, etc.
The Session Structure
The curriculum in this module is challenging, both in content and in what it asks of participants.
We recommend that the group meets at least two to two-and-one-half hours every week, to give
participants sufficient time to reflect on their experience in light of the readings. However, the
length and frequency of the sessions is entirely up to the group, and "session" does not
necessarily equate to "week".
A typical session is structured this way:
Welcome and Opening Prayer
Part 1 - Discussion activity based on readings:
• An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
• Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
• Called to Be Peacemakers
Break
20
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

Business and Announcements
Part 2 - An activity or participant report
Part 3 - Discussion activity based on readings:
• Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
• Selected Readings
Closing Prayer

It is strongly recommended that groups organize at least one additional session midway through
the module. If only one extra session is planned, we recommend that this session focus entirely
on the issues of women and war given the devastating effects war-making has always had on
women and children. An excellent film is suggested for this session in Appendix I, Possible
Projects, Reports and Activities. Additional sessions or activity time can be added to invite those
who have experienced violence or war in their communities to speak to the group. Invited
speakers might include victims of domestic violence or crime, veterans of foreign wars,
immigrants or survivors of torture, former prisoners or gang members.
These “in-between” sessions might also be centered on the witness of just peacemakers in their
community, be they the parents of victims of violence or young activists, or stories from the
cloud of witnesses who continue to inspire our just peacemaking efforts.
Scripture reflection and prayer appropriate to the liturgical season may also be the center of an
“in-between” session. The entire module may be completed in twelve weeks, and may be
coordinated with the liturgical calendar: September – December (Advent / Christmas), January –
April (Lent / Easter), or May – August (ordinary time). Other ideas for an optional session are
included in Appendix I – Possible Projects, Reports and Activities.
The Hoped for Outcome
Our hope is that at the end of the twelve sessions participants will be inspired by examples of
moral courage and their own understanding of the Christian tradition and of the Gospel to
respond as a community to the difficult and troubling reality of violence and war of our times.
With that in mind, we ask participants to consider organizing a just peacemaking dialogue in
their own community, inviting local community groups and faith-based organizations to a
conversation about working together to create alternatives to violence, racism and poverty.
We hope, too, that such efforts will bring JustFaith Ministries participants and Pax Christi USA
members into a closer relationship, enabling us to more effectively and more prayerfully respond
to the problems of violence in our communities, and to make the connections between the war at
home and the war abroad. In the end, it is about building relationships of trust and seeking
common ground across the racial, class and national barriers that often divide us.
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The Method
The module is designed for small groups of ten to twelve participants. Facilitators are
encouraged to read all twelve sessions and the supplemental readings before the group convenes
for the first session. Facilitators will be using the same Participant Packet and referring to it
frequently during sessions. Also, be sure to view each of the DVDs before the module begins.
The primary role of the facilitator is to guide the sessions, encourage participation, invite
frequent evaluation of the group’s experience, and make adjustments as needed. See the next
section below for more details on the role of facilitators.
Participants will focus on the subject of violence, war, and just peacemaking in light of the
Christian tradition and particular Christian virtues – human dignity, hope, love of enemy,
solidarity – and what these have to say about their own experience of violence, war, and the call
to become peacemakers. Each session includes inspiring examples of Christian responses to
violence and war by survivors and peacemakers alike. These examples are meant to engage
participants in thinking critically about their own history and their own communities, and to
move people toward action. Participants are encouraged to bring their own examples of inspiring
peacemakers and spiritual companions to share with the group.
Four sessions will be devoted to viewing films. These films provide another format to share our
journeys as just peacemakers. A fifth, shorter film, will be included in the third session. The
films are:






Joyeux Noel (Session 2) – 115 minutes
Franz Jägerstätter: A Man of Conscience (Session 3) – 25 minutes
Why We Fight (Session 5) – 100 minutes
The Forgotten Bomb (Session 8) – 94 minutes
A Force More Powerful (Session 11) – 90 minutes

In the final session, participants will share what they have learned by writing a Covenant of Just
Peace together, based on reflections, thoughts and questions "harvested" throughout the module.
Throughout the sessions, participants will develop four areas for the group to recall during this
final session. The ideas for each of these four areas should be identified and written on flip chart
paper by a scribe as soon as they are shared. These ideas will form the framework for the
covenant of Just Peace.
The four areas for developing are: (1) Lamentations – the violence in our world and our
complicity in the violence for which we are truly sorry, (2) Signs of Hope – those concrete signs
in history that inspire us and give us hope, (3) Questions and Petitions – those things for which
we do not have a clear answer, and for which we ask God for wisdom, and (4) Bearing Witness –
those actions to which we commit ourselves in the future as a witness to the Gospel call to
nonviolence and just peace. More details about this final session and culminating activity are
presented later.
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Facilitation
Because the material is challenging, the role of the facilitator(s) is key to how the process
unfolds. The community that shares this process together needs to be a “safe space” for people to
explore troubling and sometimes even depressing input. It will challenge their/our way of life in
some fundamental ways.
Among the most important elements of the process is the “atmosphere” within which the
community gathers—without judgment, without rancor, with each participant open to receiving
the word of the other, to be both listener and articulator, receiver and giver, as the process
unfolds. It is important to create an atmosphere of trust so all feel safe to participate. Guidelines
for discussion are provided and are to be agreed to during Session One. Also, the prayers we
have incorporated are intended to help create this atmosphere. Be sure to allow prayer time to
unfold in an unhurried and reflective atmosphere. Better to short-change a little discussion than
to short-change time for the quiet stirrings of the heart.
To help create this environment, the facilitator should arrive early before each session to set up
the prayer table and any other materials and resources needed for that session – e.g., DVD and
CD players, special materials needed for certain sessions, preparation for any guest speakers, etc.
(All items needed for each session will be listed at the start of the session.) Participants will enter
a prayerful and reflective space each time they gather.
Keep in mind: the facilitator is not the expert so don’t try to be! You are learning right along
with the participants. Your main role is to help with the flow of dialogue and most importantly,
the maintenance of a safe place for sharing by participants.
Group Guidelines
As noted above, as facilitator, it is important that you give careful attention to creating an
environment where each participant feels free to share his/her ideas and feelings and where each
individual is committed to considering, carefully and genuinely, what each of the other
participants has to say. With this in mind, we strongly encourage you to take a little time during
Session One to set some ground rules or guidelines for discussion. A sample of Group
Guidelines is provided in this document (Session One-Attachment A) and is included in the
Participant Packet.
Engaging the Group
It is important that each participant have the experience of being included and heard. A key
element for this module, as it unfolds, is the group moving from the head to the heart. Pax Christi
International invites local communities around the world to reflect on their own experiences of
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violence, how they responded, and where they experienced God’s presence or absence coming
and going in that situation. It is the same process that Pax Christi USA used to write, Called to
Be Peacemakers, the document featured in the module.
You can continue in the same spirit with this process by utilizing active listening techniques. The
organization 20,000 Dialogues (www.20000dialogues.org) offers helpful reminders, tips and
suggestions for facilitators to develop active listening skills in their group.
Go over each session ahead of time and have a clear plan for carrying it out. Read the “Notes to
Facilitator” carefully for each section. Preparation will make all the difference in how the
process unfolds. At the same time, there is no perfect process – be flexible – not everything
needs to be done perfectly down to the least detail. Have in mind the overall theme of each week
and what the individual session hopes to accomplish in order to build towards the next one.
Also, people may suggest activities (e.g., “We should read XX.” or “Let’s have a discussion
about YY issue.”). Facilitators should keep a running list or “parking lot” of these suggestions
and ideas and have them available for the final session when the group discusses possible next
steps.
Again, we thank you for your leadership in facilitating this module. You will be engaging your
community in the important work of responding to a too-violent world with prayer, study and
action leading to a covenant to become that world’s peacemakers.
Prayer
Prayer is an integral part of all JustFaith Ministries programs. Each session begins and ends with
a prayer experience, and all prayers are clearly laid out in this document.
Some participants may be intimidated or uncomfortable with public prayer. Inviting participants
into a welcoming space that fosters an attitude of reverence helps people to feel at ease and
comfortable and can do much to deepen the bonds of community and enhance dialogue. Invite all
in the group to put aside other things and enter prayer as a place where they become one
community – unhurried, fully present and attentive.
Opening prayer should always be one of the first activities for each gathering. Avoid the
temptation to make long announcements or preempt prayer with a lot of directions about the
exercises or discussions that lie ahead.
The closing prayer should be the last activity of each session. Avoid making additional
announcements, continuing with business, or group discussion after this closing rite. The purpose
of the culminating prayer is to re-gather and re-focus the group. This prayer provides the
opportunity to bring the session to a prayerful completion, especially in situations where
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discussion was heated or where activities or questions were not fully addressed. Facilitators
should be attentive to the ending time and avoid overlooking or short-changing this time of
prayerful togetherness.
The prayer experiences, designed to complement this journey, include rituals, symbols, readings,
reflection questions and silence. Some of the rituals may be new to the group, and each facilitator
should feel free to bring other rituals to the prayers as desired or needed.
Please be attentive to the direction and the flow of prayer. Pausing in silence is an indication of
reverence before the tragic realities the group will reflect upon.
Once the group starts meeting, facilitators might ask the pastor of their church or churches to
include a prayer for the group during Sunday services for each of the twelve weeks the group
will meet.
JustPeacemaking Module Prayer and Ritual
Each session will follow the same basic outline for prayer. There are some suggested words of
introduction for the initial opening prayer in Session 1 to describe the prayer process and theme.
NOTE: Appendix I of the module, Possible Projects, Reports and Activities has a description
of a prayer/ritual option called "Praying the News" that is used occasionally in other JustFaith
Ministries programs. Consider this as an occasional alternative prayer idea or ritual/reflection.
This might be a good choice if something "big" or particularly distressing happens in the world
during the weeks that a group is doing the module.
Symbols:
• A circular platter holding unlit candles representing the group in this place.
• 12 vigil candles, one for each session, replenished as necessary; a new candle is added to
represent a different part of the world; a location from video, reading, and/or, a location
in the news during course of module.
Other:
• A map of the world with “political” boundaries.
• Meaningful items which might be collected during sessions.
Basic Prayer Outline:
Opening
• Call to prayer.
• Scripture phrase repeated slowly by three different voices.
• Lighting of new candle, placed in location for each session (moving from our circle, the
platter of candles, out into the world). At each session, the group will light a candle and
place it in the world depending on the readings or focus that week. Additional candles
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•
•
•

can be added as the group reads and prays the news between meeting times together. The
first candle will be placed on the United States, recognizing our own relationships to war
and peacemaking at home and abroad. It will remain lit throughout and replaced most
frequently during the module.
Relighting of candles for previous locations.
Prayerful reading of Harvest for Justice with several readers.
Possibly another reading or refection for session.

Closing
• Extinguishing candles and returning them to the circular platter (moving back to our
circle and our communities, work and families).
• A closing reflection.
• Scripture phrase from the opening prayer repeated by three different voices.
Scripture selection and geography “focus”
• SESSION 1: “To do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your God
(Micah 6:8b).”
o Geography: USA / today – starting where we live
• SESSION 2: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God
(Matthew 5:9).”
o Geography: Europe / World War I and II
• SESSION 3: “He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those
who were near (Ephesians 2:17).”
o Geography: The former Yugoslavia, the Balkan War / 1990s
• SESSION 4: “Justice, justice alone shall you pursue… (Deuteronomy 16:20).”
o Geography: Great Lakes region of East Africa and the legacy of colonialism /
today
• SESSION 5: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks… (Isaiah 2:4).”
o Geography: Southeast Asia, and the legacy of Vietnam / yesterday and today
• SESSION 6: “You will be my witnesses, in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).”
o Geography: the location of a nearby military base or weapons site, and the legacy
of the military – industrial complex / 1945 - today
• SESSION 7: “They shall not harm or destroy on all my holy mountain… (Isaiah 11:9).”
o Geography: Middle East, Iraq and Afghanistan and the legacy of 9/11 / today
• SESSION 8: “Do not conform yourselves to this age, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind (Romans 12:2).”
o Geography: Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the legacy of nuclear weapons, Japan /
1945 - today
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•

•

•

•

SESSION 9: “The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who cultivate peace
(James 3:18).”
o Geography: Russia & China and the legacy of the Cold War / 1945 - today
SESSION 10: “Let justice surge like waters, and righteousness like an unfailing stream
(Amos 5:24).”
o Latin America, Colombia and the legacy of US intervention / today
SESSION 11: “God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good (Genesis
1:31).”
o Geography: South Asia, India & Pakistan and the legacy of Gandhi / today
SESSION 12: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you (John 14:27).”
o Geography: Our Planet, global warming and the environment / today and
tomorrow

Additional scripture possibilities:
• “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44).”
• “Show kindness and compassion to each other (Zechariah 7:9).”
• “Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the
God of peace will be with you (Philippians 4:9).”
• “Faith is the realization of things hoped for, and evidence of things not seen (Hebrews
11).”
• “You shall love your neighbor as yourself (Leviticus 19:18).”
• “Let the peace of Christ control your hearts (Colossians 3:15).”
• “Let us pursue what leads to peace and to building up one another (Romans 14:19).”
• “Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good (Romans 12:21).”
• “…live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you… (2 Corinthians
13:11).”
• “If you love me, you will keep my commandments (John 14:15).”
• “Guide our feet into the path of peace (Luke 1:79).”
Materials Needed for Prayer
At the start of each session, there will be a list of items needed for prayer. Overall, the following
items will be needed for each session:
• A table with colorful cloth.
• A large round plate or platter.
• A flat map of the earth that uses a traditional geopolitical perspective with defined
countries.
• Vigil or tea candles (keep a supply of these on hand so that up to 12 will be burning
during the session).
• Matches.
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Music During Prayer
Please review the theme and prayers for each session and choose music and songs ahead of time
that would be meaningful for your community. Have music playing as participants arrive, during
breaks and after the session.
Closing Session Prayer
See the section on "Culminating Session" that follows.

Other materials Needed for Sessions
The following materials will be needed at various times throughout the module. There will be a
list at the start of each session as to what particular items are needed for that session.
• DVD player and screen.
• Music CDs and CD player.
• Index cards.
• Easel, flip chart paper and markers.
• Extra paper for those who forget their notebooks or journals.

Getting a Good Start: Setting the Tone during Session One
In many ways, the content of Session One will set the tone for the module. Allow time for
careful preparation. Arrive early enough to set up the prayer table, the chairs, the music and any
items, such as banners, posters, artwork, etc., that will add to creating a good environment.
Each session includes text that will be read by the facilitator. Do not feel rigid about this. If
facilitators are more comfortable using their own words instead of reading the text, that is fine as
long as the themes and spirit of the module is communicated.
Timings for each segment of a session are approximate, but they have a role in keeping the
process moving. Don’t worry too much about being exact, but do prevent the process from
getting stuck. It is the facilitator’s role to try to draw out those who speak little and to ensure that
no one dominates the conversation. Gentle reminders or invitations to participants can help
ensure that everyone has a chance to contribute. Also, refer back to the agreed upon guidelines
from the first session as needed to reestablish the ground rules.
Group Discussions
Each session has at least one or two periods of discussion based on readings or film viewing. If
more time is needed for discussion, or time grows short, encourage participants to journal the
questions and reflections they want to deepen. There are suggested “starter” questions provided
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for both facilitators and participants. Several “active learning” techniques are recommended for
these discussion periods. Each group is different in terms of temperament, discussion styles and
the facilitator’s experience with leading discussion. So a facilitator may find that a particular
style or technique works better than others. Be flexible and alter your approaches to discussion.
Tips for Facilitating Discussion
•

Try to redirect someone who is dominating the conversation. For example, “I know other
people think about it the way you do. Does anyone see it differently?” OR “You’re
contributing a lot to our discussion. There are others we haven’t heard from yet. What
questions do others have? What do others make of [this question/issue]?”

•

Acknowledge and name a tension that may arise: if someone makes an offensive or
aggressive comment, don’t ignore it. Acknowledge that the topic can be/is emotionallycharged for many reasons, and we each come to it with different perspectives – all the
more reason to talk about it as a community.

•

Be direct and genuine. When you ask a participant a question, be sure it reflects authentic
curiosity and is not a challenge in disguise.
(Credit: Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding
https://www.tanenbaum.org/)

Tips to Save Time
Mel Silberman, in the book, Active Learning: 101 Strategies to Teach Any Subject, presents good
ideas for the most common problem of the small group process: running out of time! Even a 2.5
hour session may not seem like enough. Keep these things in mind to eliminate “time wasters:”
•

Start on time. Have everything ready and begin the call to prayer right away.
Participants will be pleased that their time is respected.

•

Give clear instructions for each section of the session. Sometimes providing the
directions for an exercise or discussion will be helpful.

•

Prepare visual information ahead of time. If you want to use flip chart paper for a
particular discussion, have it ready.

•

If discussion is good and you need to go beyond the suggested time for a segment of the
session, be flexible and adapt. Conversely, know when discussions are over and don’t
let them drag on. It’s OK to end a session early!

•

Recruit volunteers in advance to help with logistics for snacks, prayer readers or even
discussion leaders.
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•

Prepare for tired or lethargic groups. Sometimes discussions “go nowhere” and the
facilitator should be prepared with a list of ideas, questions or even opinions. Ask
participants to select ones they agree with. This can trigger further discussion.

•

Get the attention of the group. Use a bell, chime or other audible technique to
reconvene after a break, small groups, or even to refocus a group that drifts into crosstalk or side conversations.

Moving a Conversation Forward
Some possible phrases for a facilitator to use to move the conversation are:
• For discussions where the discomfort or emotion of the discussion becomes
overwhelming, you might say: “Let’s stop for a moment of silence to allow personal
healing and the space needed to move on.”
•

“We are looking here for a number of short ‘popcorn’ style responses to these questions,
not monologues.”

•

“I’m looking for phrases or one minute or less responses.”

•

“We’ve come to the end of our allotted time. Let’s just pause and take a brief moment of
silence.”

•

“I would like the group’s permission to wrap up this discussion.”

•

“This is an interesting discussion. Should we adjust the agenda to continue?”

Possible Projects, Reports and Activities.
As described earlier, adding an "in between" session would be ideal for an additional film or
outside speaker. However, there is also time allotted (30-60 minute blocks) in Sessions 7, 9, and
10 for individual projects, research or activities presented by participants. See a list of
suggestions in Appendix I – Possible Projects, Reports and Activities. The idea is to add
additional topics relating to the exploration of just peacemaking as well as different voices and
learning activities to the standard reading, writing, watching and discussing. These projects and
presentations could be of varying lengths and could include art, music, and movement. There is
discussion about these options, who, when, etc. in the Business and Announcement section of
Sessions 4 & 6.
Culminating Session – Creating a Covenant of Just Peace
Pax Christi USA and JustFaith Ministries have identified at least three benefits from
participating in this module:
• being able to delve deeply into the topic of just peacemaking,
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•
•

creating a sense of community within the group over the course of the module, and
moving from a "study group" to an action or mission based orientation – from the head to
the heart to the feet.

As mentioned earlier, in the final session participants will be invited to share what they have
learned by writing a Covenant of Just Peace together using these four areas as a framework: (1)
Lamentations – the violence in our world and our complicity in the violence for which we are
truly sorry, (2) Signs of Hope – those concrete signs in history that inspire us and give us hope,
(3) Questions and Petitions – those things for which we do not have a clear answer, and for
which we ask God for wisdom, and (4) Bearing Witness – those actions to which we commit
ourselves in the future as a witness to the Gospel call to nonviolence and just peace.
Collecting the Sense of the Group
To set the stage for the covenant to emerge in the last session, facilitators will briefly describe
this process for participants in Session 1, and follow up on it during each subsequent session. At
each session, have available four pages of flip chart paper labeled with the areas described
above: Lamentations, Signs of Hope, Questions and Petitions, Bearing Witness.
During discussions, exercises and presentations, the group should be comfortable adding to each
the comments, suggestions, "ah ha" moments or ideas as the "running consciousness" of the
group. This is also an excellent way to gently and positively move from a conversation that has
been overwhelmed with strong opinions or emotions. For example, the facilitator can suggest,
"Let's try to move forward and add this thought or phrase to the Questions and Petitions chart
paper."
After introducing the process in Session 1, record a few of these ideas during Session 1
conversations to model for future sessions. During the business section in Session 1 decide how
the scribing will be done in later sessions.
There will be reminders throughout the facilitator packet to
MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS”
Between sessions 10 and 12, ask a small group to transcribe the words and phrases into an
electronic format from the flip chart papers and categorize them, summarizing and looking for
similar comments.
Distribute these compilations to the rest of the group and ask the group to make a few statements
that will be agreed on by the group. The statements could include:
• simple commitment statements by the group to themselves, to each other and to their
broader community, leading to
• next steps
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The small group might consider creating a “Word Map” from the transcribed chart papers to
distribute for the last session. A Word Map simply creates a graphic display of words used in the
course of a discussion. Words used more frequently appear larger or bolder. A simple online tool
called "Wordle" is available to create them quickly and easily. The results are quite interesting
and sometimes revealing. The resource is located at: http://wordle.net
The process: simply copy and paste the words you want to use. In this case it would be all the
copy from the transcribed chart papers. The tool does the rest and creates an interesting Word
Map. For example, here is a “Wordle” map from the Table of Contents for this module:
http://www.wordle.net/show/wrdl/4548020/Just_Peacemaking_Module

The process for crafting the final covenants, both personal and for the group, is described in
session 12. These "covenants" should be printed and distributed to the group following the
completion of Session 12. Depending on the larger community, they could be noted or celebrated
in the context of a liturgy or service–as a commissioning or blessing for the work and initiative
of the group.
Note About Closing Prayers in Session 12
There is a substantial closing prayer ritual described for Session 12. The facilitator should look
over this session well in advance and consider getting a volunteer to help with this activity.
Groups are urged to personalize this important "ending" for the group. For example, one or both
commissioning rituals (anointing and laying of hands) are suggested, depending on the group.
Keep in mind, the most important aspect of the closing session prayers is that covenants and
promises should be witnessed and affirmed.
Guest Speakers and Field Trips
Be open for guest speakers or “field trips” that might be appropriate for your group. Depending
on the resources available in your community, you may have access to individuals or
organizations actively involved with peacemaking activities and programs. Add yourself to
mailing lists for local and regional organizations to learn about their activities. Attend a peace
vigil or other action focused on a particular aspect of peacemaking. Seek out veteran’s peace
organizations as well as those who assist with conscientious objection to war. See Appendix I –
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Possible Projects, Reports and Activities for a list of suggested speakers.
Journals
Some people love to keep a journal. Others just can’t get in the routine. Suggest that participants
try to keep a journal and to do some quiet reflecting after each session and to take notes on
readings based on the questions posed. Encourage participants to make notations in the margins
of the packet or to highlight various points they may wish to bring up in discussion. One method
is suggested in the Participant Packet:

Consider using these marks to note passages or
sentences that you want to come back to:
(!) something you agree with
(?) you have a question
(X) you don’t agree
 you want to explore this in more depth

“Film Nights”
There are four “film nights” in the module. The group can decide how and where these should be
scheduled. They could be held in the same location and time as the other sessions, or the group
could decide to meet in individual houses or another location. Of course, there must be the
capability of screening the DVD. While these sessions are more informal and less structured than
the other sessions, it is important to open and close with prayer. The discussion and sharing time
is also important since the subject matter of the videos is quite challenging and will likely bring
strong emotional responses.
Breaks
A break is incorporated into every session. Many groups encourage one or two members to bring
snacks/refreshments for these breaks. If you decide to do this, it is helpful to create and bring to
Session One a sign-up sheet with the meeting dates and a space for participants to sign up to
bring refreshments. Facilitators will need to make arrangements for refreshments for Session
One.
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Information for JustFaith Ministries
JustFaith Ministries asks every participant and facilitator to provide their contact information.
This information assists JustFaith Ministries with ongoing communications and in tracking the
breadth, scope and needs for future program development. A Participant Roster in Word format
is included in the module documents available online. Gather this information during the Session
One break. Transcribe the information into a Word file and return it via e-mail to
info@justfaith.org. Or, you can copy the paper form and mail it by the end of the second session
to JustFaith Ministries, P.O. Box 221348, Louisville, KY 40252.
Thank you for your help and follow through on this important task.
Promoting the Program and Group Size
Some churches will offer one group for this program and others might have enough participants
to host several groups concurrently. Given that the program and its success is based on dialogue
and on helping participants learn together and from one another, and given the amount of
discussion material in this program, we recommend that the group be limited in size to about ten
people.
If appropriate, we encourage facilitators to work with church staff to identify dates, times and
locations for this program. We also encourage you to use the usual church channels to promote
the module and recruit participants - i.e., the bulletin, newsletters, announcements at the end of
worship services, bulletin boards, e-mail lists, etc.
In doing outreach for the module, consider contacting local Pax Christi USA groups and
members. Contact information can be obtained from the national office of PCUSA to do
outreach by e-mail and mail.
Evaluations
JustFaith Ministries provides both a participant and a facilitator evaluation, and each is helpful
to the ongoing development of modules in the JustMatters program. Please encourage all
participants to complete the evaluation.
Both the facilitator and the participant evaluation forms are online documents. Doing the
evaluations online saves paper and time and allows the JustFaith Ministries staff to analyze the
responses more effectively. Also, the online evaluations are easy to complete and should not take
more than fifteen minutes. These online evaluations can be accessed at:
http://justfaith.org/JustMatters/Evaluations/justpeacemaking.html
There is a “clickable” link to the participant evaluation in the Participant Packet at the end of the
table of contents. Also, a separate evaluation reminder Word document is included with the
module materials online. Before Session 12 please cut and paste the text from this Word
document into an e-mail to all the participants. This e-mail from you will have the direct link to
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the evaluation, which will simplify the participants’ connection to it as well as urge them to
complete the evaluation.
It is important to share with participants that once you start the evaluation you will need to
complete the whole thing at one time, so please wait until the last session to go to the online
evaluation form. As a result, facilitators and participants are encouraged to take a few notes
about the books, the DVD, the activities and sessions during the course of the module and to use
these notes when it comes time to complete the evaluation.
Facilitators should complete both a participant and a facilitator evaluation. Please ask everyone
to complete the online evaluations within two weeks of finishing the module. The timely return of
the evaluations is greatly appreciated.

Next Steps
Appendix II reflects a number of options for the group after the module is completed. During the
final session of Just Peacemaking, there will an opportunity (1) to talk about what to do with the
information shared during the course of the module, (2) to discuss whether the group would like
to continue to meet, and (3) if so, under what structure and with what focus. A discernment
document, Engaging the World Together, is included as a reading for the final session and will
be helpful in this discussion. In addition, much of the discussion around the group's Just
Peacemaking Covenant will relate to the group's next steps. Engaging the World Together is
provided as a link on the module documents webpage.
In addition to the Additional Resources list provided in Appendix III, JustFaith Ministries also
provides an online document, Taking Action Resource Guide
http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/takeaction_resourceguide.pdf to help participants learn
more in their area(s) of interest. This document also could be used individually or as a group
during the final session. The online link to this document will be provided with the final session
material in the Participant Packet.
All of these resources will help participants move from formation to action. They will also help
bring closure to the Just Peacemaking module experience.
Important things to keep in mind as you prepare for the final session include the following. First,
each participant will most likely have interest in and passion for different types of ministry, offer
varied gifts, and differ on time available. Second, the work of social change and social ministry
is often done best in groups. The formation and nurturing of groups is at the heart of the mission
for both Pax Christi USA and JustFaith Ministries. Much of this work requires changing policies
and structures and is often long term; in other words, it is work that is enhanced by joining with
many people who have similar goals. Third, the spiritual journey that may have started with the
module will not stop here. Most participants will continue the process of integrating their faith
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with the needs of the world and may or may not be ready to engage the world together.
Encouraging such activity, though, is important.
Ongoing Support
JustFaith Ministries staff are available to assist you throughout this program. While we have
attempted to make the materials as user-friendly as possible, facilitators may have a few
questions, want some additional information or have a group process concern.
Please do not hesitate to contact either David Horvath (david@justfaith.org) or Sharon Bidwell
(sharon@justfaith.org) by e-mail or by calling the JustFaith Ministries office at 502-429-0865.
Thank you for your commitment to this JustMatters module, the topic and the work
of facilitation!

36
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

Acknowledgements
We would like to acknowledge the contributions of JustFaith Ministries and Pax Christi USA,
who announced in 2010 a new partnership focused on promoting and practicing just
peacemaking at home and abroad. It is our hope that this module will contribute to this new
partnership, and help educate a Christian audience and people of good will about what the
Gospel and our Christian tradition have to say about just peacemaking, and the challenge and
promise of nonviolence for our time.

Author
Scott Wright, Pax Christi USA National Council Member,
Co-editor of Pax Christi USA’s Called to Be Peacemakers
Editorial Team
Tom Cordaro, former Pax Christi USA National Council Chair,
Co-editor of Pax Christi USA’s Called to Be Peacemakers
Marie Dennis, Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace, Co-President, Pax
Christi International
Donna Grimes, former Pax Christi USA National Council Member,
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
David Horvath, JustFaith Ministries Program Staff
Sharon Bidwell, JustFaith Ministries Program Staff
Johnny Zokovitch, Pax Christi USA National Staff
Contributors
Scott Holland, World Council of Churches
Planning Committee for the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation
Diane Lopez Hughes, Pax Christi USA National Council
Convener, Pax Christi USA’s Global Restoration Committee
Sr. Esther Pineda, CSJ, Pax Christi USA National Council
Chair, Pax Christi USA’s Global Restoration Committee
Jeanette Rodriguez, former Pax Christi USA National Council Member
Co-editor of Pax Christi USA’s Called to Be Peacemakers
Jean Stokan, former Pax Christi USA Policy Director
Convener of Pax Christi USA’s People’s Peace Initiative (2003-2008)
Debby Vial, Presbyterian Peacemaking Partnerships
Associate for Peacemaking Partnerships

37
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

SECTION I
Spirituality of Nonviolence and Just Peacemaking
As people of faith, we promote Christian nonviolence on a personal, communal, national, and
international level. Believing in the Gospel call to conversion as found in the Beatitudes, we
denounce and resist the evils of violence while striving to reflect the Peace of Christ.
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NOTE TO FACILITATOR – Sessions 1-3

Welcome to the Just Peacemaking Initiative: The Promise and Challenge of Nonviolence for Our
Time. At the beginning of each of the 12 sessions, we would like to share a few words with you
about what we hope to accomplish in each session. This first session will set the tone for all of
the other sessions that follow, so we will take a little more time to share with you our hopes for
the module. Above all, we want you to share with each other what you hope to discover in these
12 weeks together, and we will begin this session with some time to do just that.
For our part, the editors of this module are many, but we share a common desire and
commitment to justice and peace. We are concerned about our world, and as people of faith, with
roots in JustFaith Ministries and Pax Christi, we want to lift up and follow the Gospel call to just
peacemaking and the prophetic tradition of our churches as a way of contributing to the healing
and transformation of our broken world.
Throughout this module, we will be highlighting three things:
(1) Just Peacemaking. Just Peacemaking is a new and promising way of understanding the
church’s teaching on war and peace. It is based both on a careful reading of the signs of the
times, where the Spirit of God is acting in history, and a careful discernment of what the Gospel
is calling us to do as a People of God. Following the devastation of the Second World War,
churches across the ecumenical spectrum have moved in a steady fashion away from the tradition
of just war to what today is referred to as just peace. Each session will begin with readings from
the Catholic and Protestant traditions that reflect this transformation. A century of war and the
war on terror in Iraq and Afghanistan offer clear examples of why the Gospel calls us to search
for nonviolent alternatives to prevent war, protect the innocent, and defend justice and peace in
the world.
(2) The War at Home / The War Abroad. On the 20th anniversary of the U.S. bishops’ pastoral
letter on peace, Pax Christi USA initiated a process with more than a dozen national Catholic
organizations called “The People’s Peace Initiative.” One of the goals of this ongoing process is
to make connections between the violence at home and the violence abroad, as well as to lift up
examples of just peacemakers at home and abroad. This is in line, too, with connecting the dots
that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. pointed out in his 1967 address against the war in Vietnam,
between poverty, racism and militarism. Today, in addition to the violence done against people,
we see the same pattern of violence against the creation itself.
The structure of the module is built on the connections between the violence at home and the
violence abroad, and each session includes readings that address the situation of violence both at
home and abroad. In addition, the entire module addresses the four strategic priority areas of Pax
Christi USA: (1) the Spirituality of Nonviolence and Just Peacemaking, (2) Just Peacemaking
39
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

and Economic and Interracial Justice, (3) Just Peacemaking, Disarmament, and Reconciliation
with Justice, and (4) Just Peacemaking, Human Rights, and Global Restoration.
(3) Bearing Witness. Finally, the overarching goal of these 12 sessions is to better prepare us to
bear witness to our faith as we respond to the challenges and promises of our time. The module
follows a process that is common today, of Prayer – Study – Action. This process has been a part
of Pax Christi since it was founded near the conclusion of the Second World War, and it is
central to the work of JustFaith Ministries as well. Our hope is that we will help prepare each
other to bear witness together, in our families, our local faith communities or parish
neighborhoods, and in our broader local community and world. That is why we include the word
“Initiative” to call attention to this hope that we bear witness to our faith by joining with other
communities and people to pray, dialogue, and take action together against poverty, racism, and
violence at home and abroad.
This is our hope, now we invite you to share yours.
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SESSION ONE
The Challenge and Promise of
Just Peacemaking for Our Time

Goals of the Session:
•
•
•

To respond to the call to strengthen just peacemaking as an essential dimension of our
faith, reminding us that Jesus called us to be peacemakers.
To deepen our understanding of Catholic Social Teaching on peace in light of the challenges
of a world torn by violence and war.
To participate in this module of just peacemaking as a way to become more actively
involved in the JustFaith Ministries and the witness of Pax Christi for peace.

SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Items for prayer: platter, prayer cloth, map, votive candle
and matches
Labeled chart paper for scribing in four categories and 9/11
exercise
Participant roster sheets (online documents page)

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies
Delegate facilitation roles if needed
Select readers for prayers
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Schedule for this Session

Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Introductions (in three parts)

10 minutes
40 minutes

Part 1
Ecumenical Statements on Just
Peacemaking
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to
Be Peacemakers
Break
Business and Announcements
Part 2
Activity: Personal reflection on 9/11
Part 3
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Closing Prayer
Total
Set Up: Facilitator should arrive early in order to set up

20 minutes

10 minutes
15 minutes
30 minutes
20 minutes

5 minutes
150 minutes

Participants will have read:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction sections in Participant Packet.
Note to Participant for Section I, Sessions 1-3.
“Group Guidelines” from Attachment A - Participant Packet.
First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
Ecumenical Statements on Just Peacemaking.
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home “Ten Years After 9/11, the Last Word is Love”– by
Colleen Kelly, Pax Christi USA 2011 Teacher of Peace.
Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: I. Reading the Signs of the Times – A. Raising Our Voices: Our Lived Experience,
Our Longings (1-3).
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Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad
• “What Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Jessica Brown, Law Student, Pax Christi
International Youth Forum Coordinator, California, USA.
• “The Road to Nonviolence: Moving Peace Work to the Center of Christian Life” – by
Hansuli John Gerber, Coordinator of the Decade to Overcome Violence at the World
Council of Churches from 2002 to 2009.
• “No Peace without Justice, No Justice without Forgiveness” – by H.B. Michel Sabbah,
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem and former President of Pax Christi International.
For Activity: Optional web links: 9/11 –- How Have we Changed? Some perspectives.

1

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

10 minutes

Open session one with a very brief greeting and welcome and tell the group that more will be
said about the module itself after prayer.
Share the following with participants:
Thank you for your commitment to this process. It takes courage to look at issues
directly, in the spirit of Christ’s Gospel message, seeing both the challenge and
promise. What happens in this room, with this group, bears upon the whole world.
A few words about the prayer and symbols we'll be using:
A circular platter to be emphasizing the circles and their surrounding spaces that need
to be involved with peacemaking, cultivating a peacemaking spirit inside each
participant, between each person, between the room and our outside circles, and of
course, beyond, into the world. It all has to happen.
Candles on the plate represent us, here today, in this room. Each session we will light a
candle and place it in the world depending on the readings or focus that week.
Additional candles will be added as we read and pray the news between our times
together.
First candle is located on the United States, recognizing our own relationships to war
and peacemaking at home and abroad. It will remain lit throughout and replaced most
frequently during the module.
We will begin and end each module session with a scripture phrase for the week,
worked slowly into a mantra: verbally and taken in our hearts.
Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
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Scripture Reading: “To do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your
God (Micah 6:8).”
Light the first candle, and place on the map in the group’s geographic location
Leader: The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, a
Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary of
bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader: We cannot really be peacemakers around the world unless we seek to protect
the lives and dignity of the vulnerable in our midst. We’ll read excerpts from The
Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace: The Call to Peacemaking in a New World:
Reader 1: We renew our call to peacemaking in a dramatically different world. The
‘challenge of peace’ today is different, but no less urgent. Although the nuclear
threat is not as imminent, international injustice, bloody regional wars, and a lethal
conventional arms trade are continuing signs that the world is still marked by
pervasive violence and conflict.
Reader 2: At home and abroad, we see the terrible human and moral costs of
violence. In regional wars, in crime and terrorism, in ecological devastation and
economic injustice, in abortion and renewed dependence on capital punishment, we
see the tragic consequences of a growing lack of respect for human life. We cannot
really be peacemakers around the world unless we seek to protect the lives and
dignity of the vulnerable in our midst. We must stand up for human life wherever it
is threatened. This is the essence of our consistent life ethic and the starting point for
genuine peacemaking.
Pray Together: Prayer for the Decade of Nonviolence
I bow to the sacred in all creation.
May my spirit fill the world with beauty and wonder.
May my mind seek truth with humility and openness.
May my heart forgive without limit.
May my love for friend, enemy and outcast be without measure.
May my needs be few and my living simple.
May my actions bear witness to the suffering of others.
May my hands never harm a living being.
May my steps stay on the journey to justice.
May my tongue speak for those who are poor without fear of the powerful.
May my prayers rise with patient discontent until no child is hungry.
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May my life’s work be a passion for peace and nonviolence.
May my soul rejoice in the present moment.
May my imagination overcome death and despair with new possibility.
And may I risk reputation, comfort and security to bring this hope to the children.
Leader: Pray to develop a spirituality of peace and nonviolence. Pray daily for a
gentle heart and a generous spirit. Pray to become a seeker of truth, a worker for
justice, a channel of Christ’s peace.
Mary Lou Kownacki, OSB. Pax Christi USA, 2000

INTRODUCTIONS

1

40 minutes

Very briefly, introduce the module pointing out the following:
•
•

The number of sessions, scheduling, and other logistics. Save longer discussion for the
Business and Announcement period.
Describe the process of recording the group's thoughts, concerns and questions
throughout the module using the labeled chart paper. Summarize in your own words from
pp. 31-32. Mention that we will be working together to create both a personal and group
Just Peacemaking Covenant by the last session.

Invite the group to introduce themselves to each other in three "rounds." Model time and content
by starting each round with yourself.
Introductions Round 1 - (1-2 minutes each)
Let's take some time to introduce ourselves to each other. Let's start by telling us
your name and the community you most closely relate to. The community could be
your congregation, your family, or a community group.
Introductions Round 2 - (1-2 minutes each)
Now, let's go around again and name a place or situation where you feel
peacemaking is most needed. Something on your mind today. It could be across the
world or across the street.
Introductions Round 3 - (1-2 minutes each)
Finally, let's take a couple of minutes for each of us to give one hope for what you
might experience with this group over the next twelve sessions.
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PART 1

1

20 minutes

Participants have read:
Introduction sections in Participant Packet
Note to Participant - Section 1, Sessions 1-3
Ecumenical Statements on Just Peacemaking
Stories from Just Peacemakers at Home
Called to be Peacemakers
Point out to participants that most of the module sessions are organized around separate
discussions about our readings relating to peacemaking at home AND peacemaking abroad. Ask
this question and invite responses:
Sometimes we think of peacemaking as what happens "out there" or "over there".
This module focuses on just peacemaking at home and just peacemaking abroad. Why
do you think that both these perspective are important?
Other possible discussion questions for this section:
 Why is it important to add the word "just" before the word "peacemaking"?
 Have our churches, local and institutional, been as engaged with peacemaking as you
think they should be?
 How do you experience violence in your life? In your community?
 How is God calling you, your community and your parish, to something new?

BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

1

•
•
•
•

•
•

15 minutes

Share with everyone the reading assignments for the next session.
Encourage participants to journal their reflections as they read the material and to use the
notations suggested in the participants packet for flagging.
Decide who will scribe on the chart paper for future sessions.
Point out that three sessions (7, 9 & 10) will have an opportunity for an individual or
group report or activity. For the next session ask participants to look over the list of
possible topics in Appendix I and begin thinking of an area they might want to explore.
These don't need to be decided until closer to Session 7.
Go over any other logistics about the module that are still unclear.
Ask participants to locate the group discussion guidelines in their Participant Packet.
(These Guidelines are also found as Session One-Attachment A.). Briefly go over the
guidelines and get consensus on using them throughout this program. If there is much
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•
1

discussion of the guidelines, the facilitator should be sure to take notes so that you can
retype them and give everyone the revised version at the start of Session Two.
Confirm time and location for next film night.

BREAK

10 minutes

Make sure all participants’ information is added and correct on the Participant Roster List during
the break. If you decide to ask for sign-ups for snacks or other duties this could also be passed
around.
1

PART 2 Activity

30 minutes

Note: as you engage this activity be aware that it may be difficult for participants for a number of
reasons. Some include:
• Their own cultural and religious beliefs about others.
• They were targeted after 9/11 because they are Muslim or for some other reason.
• The participant is a veteran or has a family member who is a veteran.
• The participant is misinformed about Muslims, Islam or other religious groups.
• The participant had a work colleague who lost his/her life on 9/11.
• The participant had a family or community member, who lost his/her life on 9/11.
• The participant was involved in the recovery or cleanup effort or in some other ways
personally and deeply impacted by the events of 9/11.
Part 1 - Word Map (5 minutes)
Give participants a chance to share what they know about September 11, 2001. Write
"September 11 in the middle of a circle on a piece of chart paper and ask participants to share
words, thoughts or images that come to mind when they think of the events that day. There are
no wrong answers. As they share these free associations, chart them, drawing lines from
"September 11 in the middle to participants’ associations, forming a web similar to this:
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Afghanistan

panic

terrorist

jumping
Muslims

airplanes

collapse
anger

Sept 11, 2001

explosions

hijackers

fear

sadness
firefighters
people jumping

Part 2 - Personal Reflections on 9/11: How have you/we changed? (25 minutes)
Explain that the remainder of this activity will be a discussion about their personal reflections
about 9/11. Take a moment of silence and ask:
We continually hear, "9/11 changed everything." Give an example of how have you
changed since that day.
If there is additional time for this activity, ask:
Reflecting on your own experience of the violence surrounding the events of
September 11, 2001, how did you respond – How did you experience God’s presence
or absence in that situation?
Optional web links for this activity, included in Participant Packet
9/11 - How Have We Changed? Some perspectives:
• “Our Voices, Our Choices,” from September Eleventh Families for Peaceful
Tomorrows http://911stories.org
• “Ten Years After 9/11, the Last Word is Love,” from Peaceweavings, Pax Christi
USA, http://paxchristiusa1.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/peaceweavings-tenyears-after-9-11.pdf
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PART 3

1

20 minutes

Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings
• “What Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Jessica Brown, Law Student, Pax Christi
International Youth Forum Coordinator, California, USA.
• “The Road to Nonviolence: Moving Peace Work to the Center of Christian Life” – by
Hansuli John Gerber, Coordinator of the Decade to Overcome Violence at the World
Council of Churches from 2002 to 2009.
• “No Peace without Justice, No Justice without Forgiveness” – by H.B. Michel Sabbah,
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem and former President of Pax Christi International.

From what you know and have heard from participants in their introductions and comments so
far, choose one or more of these discussion questions. Tell the participants that this section of the
discussion should be informed and inspired by the story and readings about just peacemakers
abroad.
•




1

What does your church or congregation do to promote peace?
How has your thinking about war and peace changed in the years since September
11, 2001? (This is a slightly different twist to the question in the 9/11 activity.)
Have you, a member of your family or a friend, been touched by war? In what way?
Do you have an experience of forgiveness and reconciliation that you want to share?
How do you practice it?

CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candle and return it to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families.
Closing reflection: Choose two readers, divide group into two sides.
Reader 1:
Loving God, You call us to act, to live out a vision of
nonviolence as shown to us through Jesus and the prophets. We
remember the covenant you made with your holy people and the
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witness and sacrifice of your Son Jesus. Your words remind us of
these promises.
“Thus says God,
Who created the heavens
And stretched them out,
Who spread out the earth
And what comes from it,
Who gives breath
To the people upon it
And spirit to those who walk in it:
I am God, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
A light to the nations,
To open the eyes of the blind,
To bring out prisoners from the dungeon,
From the prison those who sit in darkness…
See, the former things have come to pass,
And new things I now declare…”
Isaiah 42:5-7,9a
Reader 2:

May we learn to recognize and put into practice this vision of your
creation, God.

Side 1:

Teach us always to act and live in your love and justice.

Side 2:

Teach us to act each moment with respect for people and all of
creation.

All:

Give us your spirit, O God; make us a light to the nations.

Side 1:

Help us to see the truth and to proclaim it to others.

Side 2:

Help us to be open to the truth that others may teach us.

All:

Give us your spirit, O God; make us a light to the nations.

Side 1:

Remind us to respect all life at all times.

Side 2:

Remind us to seek not only peace, but peace with justice.

All:

Give us your spirit, O God; make us a light to the nations.

Side 1:

Guide us with hope through easy times and difficult times.
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Side 2:

Guide us with every step on the way of your peace.

All:

Give us your spirit, O God; make us a light to the nations. Take us by
the hand and transform our hearts and minds, making all things
news.
Adapted from The Way of Peace: Exploring Nonviolence for the 21st Century (Pax
Christi USA), “The Spirit of Nonviolence,” 74.

Scripture reading: (Read slowly three times, three readers)
“To do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8b).”
Amen
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Session One – Attachment A
JustFaith Ministries Group Guidelines
Please read the following statements carefully and bring this with you to the next
session. It is important for each participant to individually consider which of these
guidelines will be easiest and which will be most difficult for you to abide by.

God has created each of us uniquely, and I recognize that everyone comes to this
experience with very different backgrounds, experiences and views. I commit to
honoring differences, knowing they add to the richness of the group’s experience.
God frequently speaks through the unfamiliar and different. I will listen intently in order
to fully understand different points of view, realizing these other views will help with my
own evolving journey.
Listening is an act of love and care. I will always listen respectfully and constructively
(i.e., no side conversations, no interruptions).
How I treat another person is much more important than my opinions and perspectives.
I recognize that we are looking for truthful insights within potentially different views. I will
respectfully seek clarification of other perspectives to add to my understanding. If I
choose to disagree with a perspective that is different from mine, I will do this
respectfully and lovingly.
Because God made us, all persons are of equal importance and value, and all voices
are important. I commit to assuring that everyone has an opportunity to speak, and I
will encourage others to speak before I speak again.
God has given each of us gifts that are given in the hope and expectation that these
gifts will be shared. I will participate fully and share in the responsibility for the group’s
process and experience.
Trust and respect must be offered as the terms of being together in this journey of faith.
I will honor that everything that is shared within this group is to stay within this
group.
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SESSION TWO
FILM: Joyeux Noel: Christmas Eve Truce, 1914

Timing of the Session
Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Film
Break
Film Discussion
Business and Announcements
Closing Prayer
Total

5 minutes
115 minutes
5 minutes
15 minutes
5 minutes
5 minutes
150 minutes

NOTE the film is 115 minutes so get started on time and cue video to not show previews,
opening credits, etc. Also, be sure you have the DVD set to show the dubbed version of the
film, not the subtitled.
2

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

5 minutes

Scripture reading: Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God (Matthew 5:9).”
Light two candles, and place on the map: the group’s location and Europe, noting the focus in the
film.
Reflection: Prayerful Litany for Just Peacemaking and Nonviolence
Leader:
All:

“True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the presence of
justice” (Martin Luther King, Jr.).
Blessed are the peacemakers.
53

This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:

“Whatever ‘violates’ another, in the sense of infringing upon or
disregarding or abusing or denying that other, whether physical harm
is involved or not, can be understood as an act of violence” (Robert
McAfee Brown).
Blessed are the peacemakers
“It is my deepest belief that only by giving our lives do we find life. I
am convinced that the truest act of courage, the strongest act of
[humanness,] is to sacrifice ourselves for others in a totally nonviolent
struggle for justice” (Cesar Chavez).
Blessed are the peacemakers.
From Just Peacemaking Study Guide – by Barbara Battin and Thomas
Mockaitis. Presbyterian Peacemaking Program.

FILM: Joyeux Noel

2

115 minutes

Introduce the film: Joyeux Noel
Joyeux Noel (Merry Christmas) tells the true-life story of the spontaneous
Christmas Eve truce declared by Scottish, French and German troops in the
trenches of World War I. Enemies leave their weapons behind for one night as they
band together in brotherhood and forget about the brutalities of war.

BREAK

2

5 minutes

Optional musical interlude: John McCutcheon, Christmas in the Trenches. YouTube
version performed by Darryl Purpose http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xz3Oe5a8zF4

FILM DISCUSSION

2

15minutes

Discussion Questions for the Film:



What touched you most about this film?
Present this story and a question: In 1914, an ecumenical conference was held in
Switzerland by Christians seeking to prevent the outbreak of war in Europe. Before the
conference ended, however, World War I had started and those present had to return to
their respective countries. At a railroad station in Germany, two of the participants,
Henry Hodgkin, an English Quaker, and Friedrich Sigmund-Schultze, a German
Lutheran, pledged to find a way of working for peace even though their countries were at
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war. Out of this pledge Christians gathered in Cambridge, England in December 1914 to
found the Fellowship of Reconciliation.
Thirty years later, Pax Christi International came into being when a group of Catholics
in France and Germany came together in 1944 and prayed for forgiveness for the terrible
slaughter during World War II.
What can we do today to diminish violence, end war, and promote reconciliation
among people of all nations and all faiths?









2

2

How has war changed in the last 100 years?
Father Palmer is scolded by a British General from the back line. He admonishes the
priest, “You’re supposed to save lives, not endanger them.” Has Father Palmer actually
saved lives? Would the General agree? Explain your answer.
Do you think that the Bishop who reprimands Father Palmer toward the end of the film
really believes the things he says to the priest, and the things he says in his prayer and
admonition before the soldiers? How did you feel hearing him say these things? What
would you say to a person who says, “I can’t accept Christianity because of people like
him?”
Why does the priest hang up the wooden cross he was wearing and leave the room? What
will he do now that he’s being sent back to his parish in Scotland?
MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS.”

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families.
Together: Prayer of St. Francis. This prayer first appeared in France, prior to the First World
War, on a prayer card with a devotional image of Saint Francis on it, intended for Third Order
Franciscans. Later the prayer appeared in English prayer books and was broadcast daily by the
BBC prior to the Second World War. Finally, the prayer appeared in German prayer books in
the postwar period, brought to Germany from England by German prisoners of war. Today, the
Saint Francis prayer is shared by people across borders as a prayer for peace, a prayer to
emulate in our lives the deep commitment that Francis had to God’s justice and to Christ’s
peace:
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let us sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console,
To be understood, as to understand,
To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born
To eternal life.
Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God (Matthew 5:9).”
Amen

56
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

SESSION THREE
Called to Be Just Peacemakers at Home and Abroad

Goals of the Session:
•
•
•

To strengthen our commitment to developing the virtues of a peacemaker and a clear
vision of a peaceful world.
To deepen our understanding of Catholic Social Teaching on peace in light of the
challenges of a world torn by violence and war.
To respond to the call to strengthen peacemaking as an essential dimension of our faith,
reminding us that Jesus called us to be peacemakers.

SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Items for prayer: platter, prayer cloth, map, votive candles
and matches, DVD player

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies.
Delegate facilitation roles if needed.
Select readers for prayers.
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Schedule for this Session
Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Part 1
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to
Be Peacemakers
Break
Business and Announcements
Part 2
Activity: Activity: Screening and
Discussion of Conscientious Objection
to War Film – Franz Jägerstätter: A
Man of Conscience
Part 3
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Closing Prayer
Total

10 minutes
30 minutes

10 minutes
10 minutes
50 minutes (25 for
film, 25 for
discussion)

30 minutes

5 minutes
145 minutes

Participants will have read:
•
•
•

•
•

First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home “Blessed Franz Jägerstätter: 1907 – 1943” – by Fr.
Louie Vitale, OFM
Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: I. Reading the Signs of the Times – A. Raising Our Voices: Our Lived Experience,
Our Longings (4-6).
Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad
“What Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Katarina Kruhonja, Croatia, Pax Christi
International Executive Committee.
“Respecting Life in a Violent Society” – by Mary Evelyn Jegen, S.N.D., first National
Coordinator of Pax Christi USA and Ambassador of Peace.
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•

3

“Following the Most Radical Teachings of Jesus” – by Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, former
Bishop President of Pax Christi USA and Ambassador of Peace.

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

10 minutes

Scripture reading: select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between:
“He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
near (Ephesians 2:17).”
Light three candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, and the former
Yugoslavia.
Leader: The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, a
Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary of
bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader: Peace does not consist merely in the absence of war, but rather in sharing the
goodness of life together. We’ll read excerpts from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in
Peace: Theology, Spirituality and Ethics for Peacemaking
Reader 1: Changes of mind and heart and of word and action are essential to those
who would work for peace (Rom 12:2). This conversion to the God of peace has two
dimensions. On the one hand, in imitation of Christ we must be humble, gentle and
patient. On the other, we are called to be strong and active in peacemaking, loving
our enemies and doing good generously as God does (Luke 6:35-36, 38), filled with
eagerness to spread the gospel of peace (Ephesians 6:15).
Reader 2: Peace does not consist merely in the absence of war, but rather in sharing
the goodness of life together. In keeping with Pope John XXIII’s teaching, the
Church’s positive vision of a peaceful world includes: 1) the primacy of the global
common good for political life, 2) the role of social and economic development in
securing the conditions for a just and lasting peace, and 3) the moral imperative of
solidarity between affluent, industrial nations and poor, developing ones.
Litany of Nonviolence
Alternate readers around the circle:
Provident God, aware of our own brokenness,
We ask the gift of courage to identify how and where
We are in need of conversion in order to live in
Solidarity with Earth and all creation.
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Deliver us from the violence of superiority and disdain.
Grant us the desire, and the humility, to listen
With special care to those whose experiences
And attitudes are different from our own.
Deliver us from the violence of greed and privilege.
Grant us the desire, and the will, to live simply
So others may have their just share of Earth’s resources.
Deliver us from the silence that gives consent
To abuse, war and evil.
Grant us the desire, and the courage, to risk speaking
And acting for the common good.
Deliver us from the violence of irreverence,
Exploitation and control.
Grant us the desire, and the strength, to act
Responsibly within the cycle of creation.
God of love, mercy and justice,
Acknowledging our complicity in those attitudes,
Actions and words which perpetrate violence,
We beg the grace of a non-violent heart.
All: Amen.
Sisters of Providence, www.SistersofProvidence.org
3

PART 1

30 minutes

Participants have read:
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories from Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to be Peacemakers
Introduce discussion
In this session, we'll be viewing the video Franz Jägerstätter: A Man of Conscience. This
story is impossible to view without thinking about the fear that was so present in
Jägerstätter's society and which affected everyone's choices at the time. The readings for
the first section of our discussion also talk about fear and the basic human need for
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
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security. Break up into groups of two and take about ten minutes to discuss this question.
You won't be reporting back but do take note if there are things that come up that should
be added to our chart papers. The question is:


Are you more fearful since 9/11? What can we do to help each other dispel that
fear?

After about ten minutes, reconvene and ask if there were any thoughts that might be added to the
"running list" of ideas or questions.
For the last part of this section, have an open discussion about these questions:


3

3

The Gospel says: “Be not afraid.” Does your faith give you strength to overcome fear?
What is true security? What can we do to make the world a more secure place for all?

BREAK

10 minutes

BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

10 minutes

In addition to the readings, spend some time looking at the information relating to the economic
disparity for the activity in the next session. (graphs, 100 Americans chart, etc.)
3

PART 2 ACTIVITY

50 minutes

Conscientious Objection to War – Franz Jägerstätter: A Man of Conscience
Introduce the video:
The story of an ordinary man who performed an extraordinary act reminds us that
with faith we can all do extraordinary things.
In 1938, Hitler’s army occupied Austria. All men were ordered to enlist in the
military. Franz Jägerstätter, a farmer and father of four, went into military training
but refused to fight in Hitler’s army, knowing that he would face execution.
His neighbors, pastor and even the bishop tried to convince Franz to enlist for the
sake of his family. But Franz felt his faith and conscience compelled him to follow
the teachings of God and not the decrees of the Third Reich. He was imprisoned,
then executed on August 9, 1943 at the age of 36. In 2007, the Vatican declared
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Franz a true martyr, officially placing him in the process of sainthood. The deep
faith and courage of this humble farmer is an inspiration to all, and leads many to
say “no” to war and to work for peace.
Actor Martin Sheen has said, “As he (Franz) stood alone against the greatest force
of evil in the 20th century, Franz Jägerstätter discovered that conscience is costly,
faith is necessary, and one man with courage is a majority.”
Following the film, introduce the discussion by asking:
Do you know someone who is or was a conscientious objector to war?
Can you tell us how their stance was received by their families or their faith
communities?
Other possible discussion questions for the film:





What touched you about this film?
Franz Jägerstätter discussed his stance with other priests and bishops. He had sensed the
bishop’s fear, and his objections to war service were not weakened. Of his responsibility
as the father of a family, he noted: “Again and again, people try to trouble my conscience
over my wife and children. Is an action any better because one is married and has
children? Is it better or worse because thousands of other Catholics are doing the same?”
Comments? Reactions?
Now that we have an all-volunteer military, what is every citizen’s responsibility for war
and peace?
What was the role of the church in his decision? How was his faith applied?



MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS”



3

PART 3

30 minutes

Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings
• “What Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Katarina Kruhonja, Croatia, Pax Christi
International Executive Committee.
• “Respecting Life in a Violent Society” – by Mary Evelyn Jegen, S.N.D., first National
Coordinator of Pax Christi USA and Ambassador of Peace.
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•

“Following the Most Radical Teachings of Jesus” – by Bishop Thomas Gumbleton,
former Bishop President of Pax Christi USA and Ambassador of Peace.

Introduce the discussion:
In one of our readings for this section, Bishop Thomas Gumbleton refers to the
"most radical teachings of Jesus" in his article. He says that churches have spent too
much energy developing and accepting a "diminished understanding of the Gospel
by accepting a justified use of violence and killing."
Let's start this discussion with these connected questions:
 Do you think the teaching and practice of nonviolence, like justice, ought to
be seen as a constitutive (essential) dimension of the preaching of the Gospel?
What would this look like in our churches?
Depending on the time, choose from these other questions related to the readings.
 How has nonviolence succeeded/failed to bring about social transformation in the world?
 How are the Gospel and nonviolence related for you?

3

CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families.
Closing reflection: Choose two readers, divide group into two sides.
Reader One: St. Martin of Tours: Catholic Conscientious Objector
One of the best known conscientious objectors to become a saint was
St. Martin of Tours. Martin was born in what is now Hungary in 316
A.D. He was the son of a military tribune, but he tried to avoid
military service. He was in chains when he finally took the military
oath. When he turned 22, he became a Christian. He applied for a
discharge, telling his commander, "I am a soldier of Christ. It is not
lawful for me to fight." Fortunately, Martin was not executed and he
eventually became bishop of Tours. It is interesting to note that the
feast day of this military conscientious objector falls on November 11
– Veteran's Day in the United States. (Taken from The Catholic Peace
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Tradition by Ronald G. Musto and Conscientious Objection: Catholic
Perspectives by Gordon Zahn.)
Reader Two: Blessed Martin of Tours, as a soldier in the Roman army you opened
your heart to the nonviolent message of Jesus and refused to bear
arms.
Comfort and strengthen young people of the militaries of the world
who, for reason of conscience, cannot participate in war. May we
imitate your example and always follow the law written on our hearts.
Give us the courage to obey the dictates of conscience in all
circumstances, even when the voice within conflicts with the law of the
land.
Enable all who refuse to bear arms to feel our love and support.
Inspire government leaders to grant amnesty to all conscientious
objectors.
Pax Christi USA resource Our Prayers Rise Like Incense: Liturgies for
Peace.
Scripture Reading: three times, three readers.
“He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
near (Ephesians 2:17).”
Amen.

64
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

SECTION II
Just Peacemaking and Economic and Interracial Justice
As people of faith, we join the struggle against economic injustice, militarism and
environmental destruction which are particularly harmful to those who are poor; minorities,
children, and women. We work toward eliminating racist structures in the church and in the
country, working toward equality of all people.
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NOTE TO FACILITATOR – Sessions 4-6

We hope by now that the last three sessions have provided you with both a good understanding
of the Spirituality of Nonviolence and Just Peacemaking, as well as an opportunity to share your
faith journey with each other. The next three sessions will focus on Just Peacemaking and
Economic and Interracial Justice. These sessions deal in depth with what Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. referred to as “the giant triplets of poverty, racism, and militarism.”
Throughout this section we will continue to highlight the three things mentioned in the previous
section:
(1) Just Peacemaking. The readings from our faith traditions trace the development of church
teaching on war and peace, beginning with the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter, “The
Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace” (1993) and concluding with the more recent statement of
the World Council of Churches, An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace (2011). What is significant
about this development is the call to bring the divine gift of peace into contemporary contexts of
violence, and the centrality of nonviolent resistance to the Way of Just Peace. As the bishops
affirm, “The millions and millions of people killed just in this century in war or by repressive
regimes are ample proof that we must chart a new path to peace and justice.”
(2) The War at Home / The War Abroad. The readings for these three sessions make clear the
connections between poverty, racism, and militarism, and the interconnectedness of the diverse
struggles for economic and interracial justice and peace. The readings for Just Peacemaking at
Home survey the challenges and promise highlighted by “The People’s Peace Initiative”: (1) The
Challenge of War and Terrorism, (2) The Challenge of Poverty and Economic Globalization, (3)
The Challenge of Institutional Racism, and (4) The Promise of the Beloved Community. The
readings for Just Peacemaking Abroad address these challenges, but focus on the connections
between the war at home and the war abroad, and make a plea for the conversion of military
expenditures to domestic and global needs.
(3) Bearing Witness. The overarching goal of these sessions is to prepare ourselves, through a
process of Prayer – Study – Action, to bear witness to our Gospel faith in ways that help
diminish and end violence and war, and lay the foundation for economic and interracial justice
and peace. We are on a journey of conversion, and part of the conversion process is to see the
world through the eyes of the poor, and to respond to the world with a heart of compassion. To
that end, we offer stories of just peacemakers that reflect the reality of the poor and people of
color. The readings call for systemic changes to policies and institutions that create, maintain,
and perpetuate poverty, racism, violence, and war. Increasingly, we pray that our hearts of stone
may become hearts of flesh that respond with God’s mercy and compassion to the pain and
suffering in the world.
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SESSION FOUR
Making the Connections: Just Peacemaking at Home and Abroad

Goals of the Session:
•
•
•

To deepen our understanding of the Catholic tradition on nonviolence and just war, the
strong presumption against the use of force that underlies both.
To strengthen our commitment to envisioning a new international order and structures
of peace.
To deepen our understanding of the interconnections between militarism, racism, and
poverty, and how justice and peace abroad is related to justice and peace at home.
SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Items for prayer: platter, prayer cloth, map, votive candles
and matches.
Labeled chart paper for scribing in four categories.

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies.
Delegate facilitation roles if needed.
Select readers for opening and closing prayer.

Participants will have read:
Note to Participant for Section II, Sessions 4-6
First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
•
•

An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace.
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home “Poverty and Racism: Overlapping Threats to the
Common Good” – Catholic Charities USA.
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•

Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: I. Reading the Signs of the Times – B. The Challenges and Promise of Peace
Today (1-2).
Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad

•
•

“A Women’s Peacemaking Experience in the Republic of Congo” – by Claudette
Werleigh, Haiti, Pax Christi International Peace Envoy.
“Know Justice, Know Peace: Ending War at Home and Abroad” – by Rev. Bryan
Massingale, STD, Associate Professor of Moral Theology at Saint Francis Seminary in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Schedule for this Session

4

Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Part 1
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to
Be Peacemakers
Break
Business and Announcements
Part 2
Activity: Seat at the Table
Part 3
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Closing Prayer
Total

10 minutes
30 minutes

10 minutes
15 minutes
30 minutes
30 minutes

5 minutes
130 minutes

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

10 minutes

Scripture reading: (Three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.)
Scripture Reading: “Justice, justice alone shall you pursue.(Deuteronomy 16:20).”
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Light four candles and place on the map: (In the group’s location, France, Croatia and the Great
Lakes region of East Africa.)
Leader: The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, a
Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary of
bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader: Overall, the wars fought in the last fifty years show a dramatic rise in the
proportion of noncombatant casualties. This fact points to the need for clear moral
restraints both in avoiding war and in limiting its consequences. We’ll read excerpts
from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace: Theology, Two Traditions –
Nonviolence and Just War
Reader 1: An essential component of a spirituality for peacemaking is an ethic for
dealing with conflict in a sinful world. The Christian tradition possesses two ways to
address conflict: nonviolence and just war. They both share the common goal: to
diminish violence in this world. For as we wrote in The Challenge of Peace, “The
Christian has no choice but to defend peace… This is an inalienable obligation. It is
the how of defending peace which offers moral options.”5 We take up this dual
tradition again, recognizing, on the one hand, the success of nonviolent methods in
recent history, and, on the other, the increasing disorder of the post-Cold War
world with its pressures for limited military engagement and humanitarian
intervention.
Reader 2: Throughout history there has been a shifting relation between the two
streams of the tradition which always remain in tension. Like Christians before us
who have sought to read the signs of the times in light of this dual tradition, we
today struggle to assess the lessons of the nonviolent revolutions in Eastern Europe
in 1989 and the former Soviet Union in 1991, on the one hand, and of the conflicts in
Central America, the Persian Gulf, Bosnia, Somalia, Lebanon, Cambodia and
Northern Ireland on the other.
Reader 3: The devastation wrought by these recent wars reinforces and strengthens
for us the strong presumption against the use of force, which is shared by both
traditions. Overall, the wars fought in the last fifty years show a dramatic rise in the
proportion of noncombatant casualties. This fact points to the need for clear moral
restraints both in avoiding war and in limiting its consequences. The high level of
civilian deaths raises serious moral questions about the political choices and military
doctrines which have had such tragic results over the last half century. The
presumption against the use of force has also been strengthened by the examples of
the effectiveness of nonviolence in some places in Eastern Europe and elsewhere.
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Prayer for Dismantling Racism
Alternate readers:
Dear God, in our efforts to dismantle racism, we understand
That we struggle not merely against
Flesh and blood but against powers and principalities –
Those institutions and systems that
Keep racism alive by
Perpetuating the lie that some
Members of the family are
Inferior and others superior.
Create in us a new mind and heart
That will enable us to see
Brothers and sisters in the faces of
Those divided by racial categories.
Give us the grace and strength to rid ourselves of racial
Stereotypes that oppress some of us while providing
Entitlements to others.
Help us to create a Church and a nation that embraces
The hopes and fears of oppressed People of Color where
We live, as well as those around the world.
Heal your family, God, and make us one with you,
In union with our brother Jesus,
And empowered by your Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Pax Christi USA, Anti-Racism Team
4

PART 1

30 minutes

Participants have read:
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories from Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to be Peacemakers
Need: chart paper labeled, What Has Happened, What Has Changed
Introduce discussion:
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It has been nearly 30 years since the Catholic bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of
Peace, and 20 years since the follow-up document, The Harvest of Justice is Sown in
Peace. Some have criticized both documents for being out of date because they were
composed in a different world, dominated almost exclusively by the cold war
opposition between the USSR and the USA.
Continuing on that line of thought, let's brainstorm for a few minutes about some of
the events of the past 20 years and also some of what has changed and challenged
peacemaking efforts.
Using the chart paper, ask participants to quickly describe some of these changes and events that
have altered our approach to peacemaking. Record as many responses as you can. Examples
might be
•
•

What Has Happened: Fall of Berlin Wall, Rwanda genocide, European Union, 9/11, wars in
Afghanistan, Hurricane Katrina, Death of Osama bin Laden, etc., Abu Ghraib
What Has Changed: More uncertainty about nuclear weapons, the Internet, social
networking, terrorism from small groups, development of drones and “automated warfare,”
use of torture, etc.

Continue
What we have written can feel daunting and discouraging. But as our readings point
out, as happened with the struggle to abolish slavery worldwide, we need to nurture
and develop courage and imagination.



How can our deepest longings for peace bring us together as one human family?
What can we do to restrain or end violence and/or war in our community and world
today?

4

BREAK

4

BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

10 minutes

5 minutes

Discuss possibilities for “in between sessions” and the Activities section of Sessions 7, 9 & 10.
Participants who are interested in doing a report or presentation should begin working on them
soon.
Confirm time and location for next film night.
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PART 2 - Activity

30 minutes

Activity: A Seat at the Table*
Introduce the activity:
Again, focusing on the violence of poverty, much of it coming from a combination of
racially connected economic imbalance and inequity, we'll engage in a simple
activity and discussion.
Break into small groups of 3 or 4.
Let's take about five minutes and review the items from your Participants Packet
relating to this activity. This includes the graphs, charts and the "100 Americans"
graphic. Write a sentence or two that translates the data from the graphs into words
or thoughts.
After about 5 minutes say:
Now, look at the chart in the Participant Packet, “A Snapshot of U.S. Economic
Inequality.” This puts the data in the graphs into a different context. Rather than
showing the disparity of wealth according to racial and ethnic groups, it shows how
unequally wealth is distributed in general in the United States and how economic
inequality is rampant in the United States. While some groups suffer more than
others, a large percentage of all Americans suffer from the unequal distribution of
wealth.
For the remaining time in this activity, discuss some of these questions:
What do you think about this information? How does it make you feel? How does
this chart relate to the sentences you wrote about the graphs?
Additional questions if needed: These were included in the Participants Packet for this activity's
“Think About It”:
Has your neighborhood, work place, and worshipping community changed in terms of its racial
makeup? Are some people more vulnerable to poverty than others? What do poverty and
violence have in common? What do poverty and racism have in common? What does racism
have to do with white privilege? Who has a seat at the table in your neighborhood, work place,
and worshipping community?
*Adapted from “The Challenge of the Changing Face of America”. Catholic Charities USA
Poverty in America Issue Brief and excerpts from “U.S. Economic Inequality is Rising. What
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Can We do About It?” By Julie Weiss. used by permission of Morningside Center for Teaching
Social Responsibility, 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 550, New York, NY 10115 / 212.870-3318 –
www.morningsidecenter.org The full article can be found at www.teachablemoment.org,
Morningside Center’s teacher resource website.


MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS”

PART 3

4

30 minutes

Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings

•
•

“A Women’s Peacemaking Experience in the Republic of Congo” – by Claudette
Werleigh, Haiti, Pax Christi International Peace Envoy.
“Know Justice, Know Peace: Ending War at Home and Abroad” – by Rev. Bryan
Massingale, STD, Associate Professor of Moral Theology at Saint Francis Seminary in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Ask participants to look at the discussion questions for this section's readings in their Packets.
These are quotes from the readings. Give them a minute to read them over. Ask which question
they feel most drawn to for discussion. Rank the questions based on these responses and discuss
the most recommended first and, if there is time, the others.
The questions:


“One of the most glaring omissions in our national security strategy is the continued
practice of prioritizing the pursuit of war over the welfare of human beings, especially the
poor who are disproportionately persons of color.” Comment.



“If we really want to end war abroad, we have to attend to racial, economic, and gender
justice at home. For they are seamlessly interconnected and mutually implicated.”
Comment.



“Shalom is nothing less than God’s intended vision of the world, ‘a dream of God’ that
resists our tendencies to division, hostility, fear, drivenness, and misery.’” Comment.
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CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families.
Together: Prayer of St. Francis:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let us sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console,
To be understood, as to understand,
To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born
To eternal life.
Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices
“Justice, justice alone shall you pursue (Deuteronomy 16:20).”
Amen
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SESSION FIVE
FILM: Why We Fight

Timing of the Session

5

Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Film – Why We Fight
Break
Business and Announcements
Discussion of film
Closing Prayer
Total

10 minutes
90 minutes
10 minutes
5 minutes
30 minutes
5 minutes
150 minutes

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 10 minutes

Scripture reading: three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
“They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks
(Isaiah 2:4).”
Light five candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former Yugoslavia,
the Great Lakes region of East Africa, and Southeast Asia.

5

FILM: Why We Fight 90 minutes

Describe the film:
Why We Fight is a documentary from acclaimed filmmaker Eugene Jarecki, winner of the Grand
Jury Prize at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival.
Named after the series of short films by legendary director Frank Capra that explored America’s
reasons for entering World War II, Why We Fight surveys a half-century of military conflicts,
asking how – and answering why – a nation of, by and for the people has become the savingsand-loan of a government system whose survival depends on an Orwellian state of constant war.
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Why We Fight features interviews and observations by military and Washington insiders.
Beginning with President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s prescient 1961 speech warning of the rise of
the “military industrial complex,” Why We Fight moves beyond the headlines of various
American military operations to the deeper questions of why America seemingly is always at
war, especially in the last 50 years. The film asks, what are the forces – political, economic, and
ideological – that drive us to clash against an ever-changing enemy? Just why does America
fight?

5

5

BREAK

10 minutes

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

5 minutes

Urge participants to review the materials for the next session, especially those related to the
exercise on U.S. budget priorities, including the New York Times budget exercise.
5

DISCUSSION OF FILM

30 minutes

Discussion Questions for the Film:
 What touched you most about this film? What completely surprised you, something you
had never heard or considered?
 Do you think President Eisenhower was correct in his assessment of the “militaryindustrial complex”?
 What happened to the “peace dividend” that many hoped for at the end of the Cold War?
Can we afford to cut the military budget and transfer those resources for civilian use?
Can we not afford to?
 MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS”
5

CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families
Together: Prayer of St. Francis:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let us sow love,
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Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console,
To be understood, as to understand,
To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born
To eternal life.
Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices
“They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks
(Isaiah 2:4).”
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SESSION SIX
Economic Conversion: Turning Swords into Plowshares

Goals of the Session
•
•

•

To renew our commitment to strengthening global institutions, securing human rights,
and assuring sustainable and equitable development.
To deepen our understanding of the arms race and the arms trade as a “scandal” and
“theft from the poor,” and the need to redirect resources from military to human
development.
To heighten our commitment to work for a peaceful conversion of military expenditures
to domestic and global development.

SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Items for prayer: platter, prayer cloth, map, votive candles
and matches.
Labeled chart paper for scribing in four categories.
Bag of Oreos (if needed for activity).

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies.
Delegate facilitation roles if needed.
Select readers for prayers.
Prepare and rehearse "Oreo" exercise.
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Schedule for this Session
Activity
Welcome and Opening Prayer
Part 1
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home
Called to Be Peacemakers
Break
Business and Announcements
Part 2
Activity: Budget as a Moral Document
Part 3
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Closing Prayer
Total

Minutes
10 minutes
30 minutes

10 minutes
15 minutes
30 minutes
30 minutes

5 minutes
130 minutes

Participants will have read:
First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
• An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
• Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home “Held Captive: Child Poverty in America 2010" – by
Marian Wright Edelman, President, Children’s Defense Fund.
• Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: I. Reading the Signs of the Times – B. The Challenges and Promise of Peace
Today (3-4).

•
•
•

Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad
“What Does Peacemaking Mean to Me?” – by Jef Felix, Belgium, Pax Christi International
Executive Committee.
“Fifty Years after the ‘Military-Industrial Complex,’ What Eisenhower Really Meant” – by
Susan Eisenhower, the former president’s granddaughter.
“Cow Most Sacred: Why Military Spending Remains Untouchable” – by Andrew J.
Bacevich, Professor of History and International Relations at Boston University.
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For activity:
“The True Cost of the Iraq War: $3 Trillion and Beyond” – by Joseph E. Stiglitz and Linda
J. Bilmes, Sunday, September 5, 2010, Washington Post.
Baffled by the U.S. Federal Budget? Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Budget June
2007 – by Sr. Janet Cashman, SCL; Updated by James E. Hug, SJ, April 2011, Catholics
Confront Global Poverty.
Participants were to review the document: The Federal Budget, March 2011, Prepared by
WAND (Women's Action for New Directions). Copies were ordered with other materials.
Optional web links:
Budget Puzzle: You fix the budget!
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/11/13/weekinreview/deficits-graphic.html
Policy Basics, Where do our Federal Tax Dollars Go? The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=1258

6

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

10 minutes

Scripture reading: (Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.)
Scripture Reading: “You will be my witnesses, in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).”
Light six candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former Yugoslavia,
the Great Lakes region of East Africa, Southeast Asia, and the location of a nearby military base
or weapons site.
Leader: The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, a
Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary of
bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader: The millions and millions of people killed just in this century in war or by
repressive regimes are ample proof that we must chart a new path to peace and justice.
We’ll read excerpts from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace: The Challenge of
Peace in a New World.
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Reader 1: The Cold War subjected the world to “structures of sin.” It divided the
world into blocs sustained by rigid ideologies. Its hallmarks included a massive
denial of human rights by dictatorial regimes, an insane arms race, and proxy wars
fought mainly in the developing world. The challenge today is to build a new
international order that will be just and more peaceful than the one it replaces. The
millions and millions of people killed just in this century in war or by repressive
regimes are ample proof that we must chart a new path to peace and justice.
Reader 2: One of the disturbing signs of the times is a reduced priority given and
growing indifference to the world’s poor. From the perspective of faith, the modern
world is more and more illustrative of the story of the rich man and Lazarus, with
an ever-widening gap between the world’s haves and have-nots. “When the West
gives the impression of abandoning itself to forms of growing and selfish isolation,”
Pope John Paul II warns, “then we are up against not only a betrayal of humanity’s
legitimate expectations – a betrayal that is a harbinger of unforeseeable
consequences – but also a real desertion of a moral obligation.
Reflection: Prayerful Litany for Just Peacemaking and Nonviolence
Leader:

“Nonviolence will not become national policy until it is first the
personal policy of millions of us.” (Gerard VanderHaar).

All:

Blessed are the peacemakers.

Leader:

“We have a choice. We can go through life in one of two ways. We can
go booted and stomping, kicking things out of the way as we go, or we
can go softly, moccasined, gently all the way. The trip will be the
same. The only difference between one approach and the other will be
what happens to the things along the way. We can choose to uproot
the thorns and bushes in one grand show of brawn, or we can decide
to nourish what is so that other things can happen as a result. The one
way takes might; the other way takes strength.” (Joan Chittister).

All:

Blessed are the peacemakers

Leader:

“There is only one possible prayer: Give me the will to do everything
in the day with a sense of the sacredness of life.” (May Sarton).

All:

Blessed are the peacemakers.
From Just Peacemaking Study Guide – by Barbara Battin and Thomas
Mockaitis. Presbyterian Peacemaking Program
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6

PART 1

30 minutes

Participants have read:
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories from Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to be Peacemakers
Introduce the discussion with some like the following:
Relative to our call to be peacemakers "at home" and looking at Martin Luther King’s
reference to “the giant triplets of poverty, racism, and militarism” let us approach our
readings with a series of questions:
For the first part (a.) of questions 1 and 2 ask for quick answers, a word or a phase, and write
them on chart paper. Allow more time for individual responses to part (b.)
1. a.) Who are the faces of the poor in your community? (migrant workers, unemployed,
homeless, etc.). b.) How have you experienced/not experienced poverty?
2. a.) Who are the faces of people of color in your community? (African Americans,
Southeast Asians, Latin Americans, etc.). b.) How have you experienced/not experienced
racism?
3. Name as many ways you can think of that we help build the Beloved Community where
no one is excluded. Refer to your neighborhoods, cities, congregations, and nation.

6

6

BREAK

10 minutes

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

15 minutes

Continue to discuss possibilities for “in between sessions” and the Activities section of Sessions
7, 9 & 10. Participants who are interested in doing a report or presentation should begin working
on them soon. Session 7 Activity should be known.
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ACTIVITY

6

30 minutes

Participants have read:
•
•

•

“The True Cost of the Iraq War: $3 Trillion and Beyond” – by Joseph E. Stiglitz
and Linda J. Bilmes, Sunday, September 5, 2010, Washington Post.
“Baffled by the U.S. Federal Budget? Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S.
Budget June 2007” – by Sr. Janet Cashman, SCL; Updated by James E. Hug, SJ,
April 2011, Catholics Confront Global Poverty.
Participants were to review the document: “The Federal Budget, March 2011”, Prepared
by WAND (Women's Action for New Directions). Copies were ordered with other
materials.
o Optional web links:
o Budget Puzzle: You fix the budget!
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/11/13/weekinreview/deficitsgraphic.html
o Policy Basics, Where do our Federal Tax Dollars Go? The Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities. http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=1258

Introduce the activity:
There is a joking way to talk about creating budgets: the budget process is like
making sausage – you wouldn't want to know what's in it. On the surface, this is
meant to be humorous, but when it comes to the federal budget, it glosses over the
real drama of budgeting priorities and the effects that our federal budgeting has on
the poor and vulnerable, as well as "stacking the deck" in favor of corporations and
the military-industrial complex.
This exercise will focus on the fact that budgeting is always about choices and
priorities and, most often, these choices must ultimately answer to moral and
spiritual positions.
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The first example is an illustration developed by the ice-cream master, Ben Cohen.
Ben worked with an organization called True Majority to raise awareness about the
effects of the federal budget on all of us. It helps to understand our national
priorities.
Note: the pie chart shows that our discussion here is based on the $1.2 trillion in
discretionary spending, not the Interest on Debt or Mandatory Spending which
includes things like Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, etc.
If you have internet access, watch the short video of Ben and the animated demonstration:
http://usaction.org/oreos/
If you don't have internet access during the session, do the demonstration live:
Make stacks of Oreo cookies representing the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pentagon (All Defense spending, including CIA, but not the wars in Iraq or Afghanistan)46 cookies
Education (Scholarships, Head Start, etc.)-8 cookies
Humanitarian (Foreign Aid Development Assistance & Hunger Programs)-10 cookies
International Relations & State Department activities-4 cookies
Human Services Veterans & Social Services-4 cookies
Science & Technology-3 cookies
Community Economic Development-2 cookies
Environment (EPA & Natural Resources Mgmt.)-3 cookies
Health Research & children's health insurance-5 cookies
Administration Courts & government functions-7 cookies
Housing (Housing for the poor)-3 cookies
Transportation Highways & mass transit-2 cookies

Ask one participant at a time to read these bullet points, while you stack and move cookies (or
vice versa):
• one cookie=$10 billion
• the Pentagon's annual budget=46 cookies (which doesn't include costs related to spending
on wars in Iraq and Afghanistan)
• one cookie could rebuild our schools
• one cookie could reduce our dependency on foreign oil
• two cookies could feed the 6 million hungry children around the world
• half a cookie could provide health insurance for every child that needs it
• one quarter of a cookie could provide Head Start for every child that needs it
• this leaves the Pentagon with 35 cookies ($350 billion/year)
• after the U.S., Russia spends the most on military (7 cookies)
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•

the "axis of evil" countries spend less than one cookie combined on the military.

Questions for whole group or small groups:
Did anyone do the New York Times Budget Puzzle? What were your reactions?
What values do you think are, or should be, reflected by our nation's checkbook?
What surprises you most about the actual U.S. discretionary budget?
Oreo exercise www.truemajority.org; Faith Seeking Peace Study Guide, Women's Action
for New Directions (WAND).

6

MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS”

PART 3

30 minutes

Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings
• “What Does Peacemaking Mean to Me?” – by Jef Felix, Belgium, Pax Christi
International Executive Committee.
• “Fifty Years after the ‘Military-Industrial Complex’ What Eisenhower Really Meant” –
by Susan Eisenhower, the former president’s granddaughter.
• “Cow Most Sacred: Why Military Spending Remains Untouchable” – by Andrew J.
Bacevich, Professor of History and International Relations at Boston University.
Introduce discussion:
Consider our previous exercise, the readings for this section and revisiting the video we
most recently viewed (Why we Fight); consider the questions posed in your Participants
Packet:
 Have we as a nation become more addicted to violence and war as a means to
security?
 Are you concerned about the cost of wars and fewer resources for human need?
 What can we do as people of faith to reverse the increasing violence and wars in
our world today?
Break into small groups for discussion and save time to have groups "report back" to the larger
group, especially with ideas that may be added to our chart paper ideas and relate to our covenant
discussion in a later session.
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6

CLOSING PRAYER 5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and our
families.
Together: Prayer of St. Francis:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let us sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console,
To be understood, as to understand,
To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born
To eternal life.

Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices
“You will be my witnesses, in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).”
Amen
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SECTION III
Just Peacemaking, Disarmament and Reconciliation with Justice

As people of faith, we promote nuclear, conventional and domestic disarmament, an end to the
international arms trade, economic conversion to a nonmilitary economy, conscientious
objection, and nonviolent alternatives to war. We promote the just reconciliation of enemies
through the United Nations and other channels.
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7

NOTE TO FACILITATOR

Sessions 7-9

We are now half way through our journey. We have studied the Spirituality of Nonviolence and
Just Peacemaking, and we have looked at Just Peacemaking as it relates to Economic and
Interracial Justice. The next three sessions focus on Just Peacemaking, Disarmament, and
Reconciliation with Justice. These sessions deal in depth with the violence of war, and make an
urgent plea for disarmament, the abolition of nuclear weapons, and the abolition of war itself.
As before, in this section we will continue to highlight three things:
(1) Just Peacemaking. The readings from our faith traditions focus on “Building Cooperative
Security.” In the words reminiscent of Paul VI, “If you want peace, work for justice.”
The Harvest of Justice Is Sown in Peace is especially critical of the arms trade and its negative
impact on the poor, calling it “one of the greatest curses on the human race.” In addition, the
U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter makes a passionate plea “to work for a world without war.” In
similar fashion, the Ecumenical Call to Just Peace calls for deep cuts in military spending “in
order to advance the goals of sufficient food, shelter, education and health for all people.” In
particular, the World Council of Churches calls our attention to two threats of great magnitude –
“nuclear holocaust and climate change,” and the potential they have “to destroy much life and all
prospects for a Just Peace.”
(2) The War at Home / The War Abroad. The readings for Just Peacemaking at Home shine the
light of the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching on all forms of systemic violence, rejecting in
particular the myth of “redemptive violence.” They affirm that “Violence in all of its forms is
sinful, because it destroys human dignity and the common good,” and when it becomes
institutionalized, as poverty, war, or racism, “it becomes a form of idolatry.” In similar fashion,
the readings for Just Peacemaking Abroad share in a vivid way the immense destructiveness of
modern warfare – from the deadly impact of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, to
the silent and deadly violence against civilians caused by the drones in the war on terror – and
make a powerful plea to end the violence of war.
(3) Bearing Witness. The overarching goal of these sessions is to prepare ourselves, through a
process of Prayer – Study – Action, to bear witness to our Gospel faith in ways that help
diminish and end violence and war. The challenge is not only to call for an end to specific wars,
like Iraq and Afghanistan, or to call for nuclear disarmament, but to understand the systemic
nature of war itself as an institution that in practice causes immense violence and destruction, far
in excess to the stated goals it pursues. The challenge for us is also to discern God’s activity in
history, in the courageous actions of ordinary men and women for peace, and to respond in like
fashion to the Gospel invitation to bear witness to God’s gift of peace in a violent and war-torn
world.
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SESSION SEVEN
The Challenge of Just Peacemaking for Our Time

Goals of the Session:
•

•

•

To strengthen our commitment to envision a new international order and structures of
peace, based on strengthening global institutions, securing human rights, and assuring
sustainable and equitable development.
To challenge the global war on terror as a framework that expands the U.S. capacity for
war and its reliance on military force to assert U.S. global domination rather than lay the
foundation for peace.
To look at the justification of war and its impact from the perspective of those who
suffer from its consequences.
SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Items for prayer: platter, prayer cloth, map, votive candle
and matches.

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies.
Delegate facilitation roles if needed.
Identify a practical challenge to offer the group .
Select readers for opening prayer.
Start "Roots and Shoots" exercise for Part 3 on chart paper.

Participants will have read:
Note to Participant for Section III, Sessions 7-9
First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
• An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace.
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•
•

•
•
•

Stories of Just Peacemaking at Home.
Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: II. Theological Reflection – A. We Proclaim Our Catholic Heritage – B. We Reject
the Idolatry of Violence (1).
Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad
“What Just Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Jan Peters, SJ, The Netherlands, Pax Christi
International Executive Committee.
“Revisiting the Global War on Terror: Iraq and Afghanistan” – by Marie Dennis, CoPresident of Pax Christi International and Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace.
“War Without End: After 13 Years Committed to War, It Is Time to Be Alarmed” – by
Robert W. McElroy, Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco.

Schedule for this Session
Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Part 1
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to
Be Peacemakers
Break
Business and Announcements
Part 2
Activity: Choose
Part 3
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Closing Prayer
Total

10 minutes
30 minutes

10 minutes
5 minutes
30-60 minutes
30 minutes

5 minutes
120 -150 minutes
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7

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

10 minutes

Scripture reading: Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
“They shall not harm or destroy on all my holy mountain… (Isaiah 11:9).”
Light seven candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former
Yugoslavia, the Great Lakes region of East Africa, Southeast Asia, the location of a nearby
military base or weapons site, and the Middle East.
Leader:
The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace,
a Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary
of bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader:
Diverting scarce resources from military to human development is not
only a just and compassionate policy, but it is also a wise long-term investment in
global peace and national security. We’ll read excerpts from The Harvest of Justice
is Sown in Peace: Building Cooperative Security.
Reader 1:
According to the Holy Father, the moral judgment about the arms
trade ‘is even more severe.’ At present there are more than forty regional conflicts,
almost all of these fueled by a seemingly limitless arms trade. Recent wars. . . .
provide ample evidence that weapons not only exacerbate conflicts and fuel regional
arms races, but, as with Iraq, are often turned against those who supply them.
Moreover, the recipients are often irresponsible or repressive regimes whose
military ambitions rob their people of their right to human development and
sentence them to increasing misery. Our experience over the past decade reinforces
the judgment of the Second Vatican Council: ‘. . . [T]he arms race is one of the
greatest curses on the human race and the harm it inflicts on the poor is more than
can be endured.’
Reader 2:
What is especially discouraging is that our country, as well as other
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, each of which have accepted a
special responsibility for international peace, are the major participants – some
would say profiteers – in this lethal trade. We are faced with a paradoxical situation
in which modest defense reductions at home seem to encourage the export of
militarism abroad. Defense spending is cut while weapons continue to be supplied to
others without effective restraints. It is a matter of concern when the desire to
protect jobs in the defense industry overshadows the interests of international peace
and stability.
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Reader 3:
As the world's largest supplier of weapons, the United States bears
great responsibility for curbing the arms trade by taking concrete actions to reduce
its own predominant role in this trade. The human consequences of unemployment
and economic disruption caused by defense cuts must be addressed concretely
through economic development and conversion programs, a stronger nonmilitary
economy and other programs to assist those who lose their jobs. Jobs at home
cannot justify exporting the means of war abroad.
Reader 4:
Neither jobs nor profits justify military spending beyond the
minimum necessary for legitimate national security and international peacekeeping
obligations. The end of the Cold War still provides an opportunity to reduce
substantially military spending. Prudence requires that this reduction take into
account emerging threats to world peace. Prudence also dictates that we use the
unparalleled opportunities at hand to find alternative ways to respond to new
dangers as we redirect resources to meet nonmilitary threats to international
security. Diverting scarce resources from military to human development is not only
a just and compassionate policy, but it is also a wise long-term investment in global
peace and national security.

Prayer for a New Society
Alternate Readers:
All-nourishing God, your children cry for help
Against the violence of our world:
Where children starve for bread and feed on weapons;
Starve for vision and feed on drugs;
Starve for love and feed on videos;
Starve for peace and die murdered in our streets.
Creator God, timeless preserver of resources,
Forgive us for the gifts that we have wasted.
Renew for us what seems beyond redemption;
Call order and beauty to emerge again from chaos.
Convert our destructive power into creative service;
Help us to heal the woundedness of our world.
Liberating God, release us from the demons of violence.
Free us today from the disguised demon of deterrence
That puts guns by our pillows and missiles in our skies.
Free us from all demons that blind and blunt our spirits;
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Cleanse us from all justifications for violence and war;
Open our narrowed hearts to the suffering and the poor.
Abiding God, loving renewer of the human spirit,
Unfold our violent fists into peaceful hands:
Stretch our sense of family to include our neighbors;
Stretch our sense of neighbor to include our enemies
Until our response to you finally respects and embraces
All creation as precious sacraments of your presence.
All:

Hear the prayer of all your starving children.
Amen.
Pax Christi USA

PART 1

7

30 minutes

Participants have read:
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories from Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to be Peacemakers
Ask the participants to break into groups of 3-4. Ask them to discuss this question for 10
minutes:
 What does it mean to live as risen people in the midst of the world’s crosses?
Tell participants to take some notes and be prepared to report back to the larger group.
During the report back, be ready to record comments, ideas and concerns on the chart papers.
Other possible discussion questions for this section:





How does the Sermon on the Mount inform our faith? How does the Gospel help us to
see the world from the perspective of the poor, those who mourn, the meek, those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the
persecuted?
How does your faith give you the courage to hope and to love?
MAKE COVENANT CONNECTIONS
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7

7

BREAK

10 minutes

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

5 minutes

Confirm time and l33ocation for next film night.
Check in on presentations or activities for Sessions 9 & 10.
7

PART 2 - ACTIVITY

30 -60 minutes

Participant reports or activity chosen

7

PART 3

30 minutes

Preparation: On a piece of chart paper, draw a large tree, with bare branches and leaving space
on the bottom of the page for roots that will be added during the first part of the discussion.
Label the trunk, "Terrorism."
Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings
• “What Just Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Jan Peters, SJ, The Netherlands, Pax Christi
International Executive Committee.
• “Revisiting the Global War on Terror: Iraq and Afghanistan” – by Marie Dennis, CoPresident of Pax Christi International and Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace.
• “War Without End: After 13 Years Committed to War, It Is Time to Be Alarmed” – by
Robert W. McElroy, Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco.
Introduce discussion:
The readings for this session focus on the reality of warfare in the 21st century and
what has been called the Global War on Terrorism. This has replaced the term
"Cold War" in our lexicon. But it too appears to be a "war without end." To begin
this discussion let's do a short exercise called "Roots and Fruits."*
Let's consider terrorism in the broadest sense, without trying to narrowly define it,
by quickly identifying some of its "roots" and "fruits." These are the root causes
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and the products of terrorism. Take a few minutes and jot down some of your ideas
for both "What are the roots of terrorism and what are its fruits?"
After a few minutes, go around the group and ask for roots (causes), one at a time, and add a
label to a root of the tree on the chart paper. Go around until there are no more new suggestions.
Do the same for fruits (products), attaching names on the branches.
Facilitator tips:
These roots may be named: religious fundamentalism, resentment, history of violence,
lack of power and resources (such as a national military which has the capacity to
challenge the enemy), poverty and psychology. If participants do not identify these, you
should do so.
These fruits may be named: innocent death of civilians, the creation of fear to make a
public statement, unpredictable violence, inexpensive methods of causing destruction and
martyrdom. If the participants don't mention these, you should.
After this exercise is complete, ask this question for open discussion:
 How has war today become a war on children, on women, on the earth, on the poor?

Other possible discussion questions for this section:
 Refer to the end of Marie Dennis’ article and read what Pax Christi is doing throughout
the world. Knowing this, do you feel more hopeful?
 Isaiah proclaimed: “They will beat their swords into ploughshares, their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither will they study for
war anymore.” What must we do to make God’s gift of peace a reality?
 MAKE COVENANT CONNECTIONS
*Roots and Shoots Exercise adapted from, Women's Action for New Directions
(WAND), Faith Seeking Peace; Facing Terrorism: Responding as Christians by Edward
LeRoy Long

7

CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families
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Let us pray
All:

God, Creator of all life, we gather before you now in awe. You have created a
world filled with blessings. We ask that you help us to treat that world and
its people with respect. Remind us continually of the beauty that surrounds
us. Walk with us as we learn about and follow the paths of peace. Help us to
reach out to each other in love.

Reader:

“Because of our faith in Christ and in humankind, we must apply our
humble efforts to the construction of a more just and humane world. And I
want to declare emphatically: Such a world is possible. To create this new
society, we must present outstretched, friendly hands, without hatred,
without rancor – even as we show great determination, never wavering in the
defense of truth and justice. Because we know that seeds are not sown with
clenched fists. To sow we must open our hands.” – Adolfo Perez Esquivel,
Nobel Peace Prize recipient, 1980.

Moment of Silence
Response by all: Help us to sow the seeds of justice and peace and to care for all creation.
Side 1:
Response:

In a world crying out for love but still filled with too much hatred, violence,
and war,
Help us to sow the seeds of justice and peace and to care for all creation.

Side 2:
Response:

In a country that speaks of equality but often fails to live up to that promise,
Help us to sow the seeds of justice and peace and to care for all creation.

Side 1
Response

In our communities where some people are considered to have less worth
than others,
Help us to sow the seeds of justice and peace and to care for all creation.

Side 2:
Response:

In our churches where we often neglect Jesus’ teaching of compassion,
Help us to sow the seeds of justice and peace and to care for all creation.

Side 1:
Response:

In our families when we hurt each other with words or deeds,
Help us to sow the seeds of justice and peace and to care for all creation.

Side 2:

In ourselves, when we are tempted to want more and neglect what really
matters,
Help us to sow the seeds of justice and peace and to care for all creation.

Response:
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Reader:

Jesus, we gather with you, hoping and dreaming, with hands held open to
each other as we journey. We pray that you help us to follow in your
footsteps and in the footsteps of those who have gone before us, determined
to create a new world based on your justice. Walk with us each step of the
way, opening our hands to sow seeds for a more peaceful tomorrow. In your
name, we pray,

All:

Amen.
Adapted from The Way of Peace: Exploring Nonviolence for the 21st
Century (Pax Christi USA), “Nonviolence: A Way to Imagine a New
World,” 23.

Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices:
“They shall not harm or destroy on all my holy mountain (Isaiah 11:9)”
Amen
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SESSION EIGHT
FILM: The Forgotten Bomb

Timing of the Session

8

Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Film - The Forgotten Bomb
Break
Business and Announcements
Discussion of the film
Closing Prayer
Total

5 minutes
95 minutes
10 minutes
5 minutes
30 minutes
5 minutes
150 minutes

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

5 minutes

Scripture Reading: (three times, three readers) Do not conform yourselves to this age, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind (Romans 12:2).”
Light eight candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former
Yugoslavia, the Great Lakes region of East Africa, Southeast Asia, the location of a nearby
military base or weapons site, the Middle East, and Japan.

8

FILM: The Forgotten Bomb

95 minutes

Introduce the film:
The Forgotten Bomb: Everything Depends on Remembering.
When the Cold War ended, worry about nuclear weapons also receded. But has the nuclear threat
really receded as well? If the U.S. and Russia are no longer in an arms race, why are there
nuclear weapons in both countries that are still on high alert?
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Filmmaker Bud Ryan sets out to discover what possible explanations there could be as to why
the posture of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) still exists, and how the nuclear powers
might free the world from this threat once and for all.
The Forgotten Bomb examines the political and legal implications of nuclear weapons, but also
digs deeper, into the cultural and psychological reasons behind the arsenal’s existence. Bud
Ryan’s quest takes us from the homes of hibakusha (A-bomb survivors) in Japan, to an
abandoned uranium mine in New Mexico, to an underground Titan missile silo in Arizona. From
these places, and many others, Ryan puts together the pieces of the puzzle that explain why we
have the bomb, and how we might finally do away with it.
Through interviews with atomic scientists, politicians, authors, statesmen, and atomic bomb
survivors, The Forgotten Bomb examines what The Bomb means to us all, and why we need to
think about it again, now, even though the Cold War is long over.
8

BREAK

8

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

10 minutes
5 minutes

Check in with planning for activities in Sessions 9 & 10.

DISCUSSION OF THE FILM

8

30 minutes

Discussion of the Film




•

What touched you most about this film?
What is the message of the survivors (the hibakusha) of the bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki to us and to future generations?
In The Challenge of Peace, the U.S. bishops come to grips with the moral implications of
our country’s use of the atomic bomb. They recognized a stumbling block to redemption
from violence when they wrote: “We must shape the climate of opinion that will make it
possible for our country to express profound sorrow over the atomic bombing in 1945”
(#302). Do you think reconciliation is possible? Do we as a church or as a nation need to
ask forgiveness for the suffering caused by the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki?
more information about the film. http://forgottenbomb.com/getinvolved.htm
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•
8

MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS”

CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguishing the candles and return them to the circular platter .
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families.
Together: Prayer of St. Francis.
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let us sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console,
To be understood, as to understand,
To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born
To eternal life.

Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices

“Do not conform yourselves to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind (Romans 12:2).”
Amen
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SESSION NINE
Human Security: Disarming Our Communities
at Home and Abroad

Goals of the Session:
•

•

•

To deepen our commitment to nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-proliferation, and
global demilitarization as essential elements to building an international framework for
cooperative security.
To respond to the new moment and deepen our understanding of Catholic Social
Teaching regarding the incompatibility of nuclear weapons and the arms race to world
peace and global development.
To deepen our appreciation for the special legacy of the survivors of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki and their urgent message to humankind to abolish nuclear weapons forever.

SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Items for prayer: platter, prayer cloth, map, votive candle
and matches.

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies.
Delegate facilitation roles if needed.
Select readers for prayers.

Participants will have read:
•
•

First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace.
Stories of Just Peacemaking at Home.
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•

•
•
•

Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: II. Theological Reflection – B. We Reject the Idolatry of Violence (2) – C. We
Embrace Our Catholic Social Teaching.
Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad
“What Just Peacemaking Means for Me” – by Sister Filo Hirota, Mercedarian
Missionary, Japan, Pax Christi International Executive Committee.
“Living with Faith and Hope: Reflecting on The Challenge of Peace 25 Years Later” – by
Bishop Gabino Zavala, Bishop President of Pax Christi USA.
“Abolition of Nuclear Weapons: An Absolute and Urgent Need for World Peace” – 2010
address by the Archbishop Joseph Takami of Nagasaki, Japan in New York at the NonProliferation Treaty Conference.

Schedule for this Session

9

Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Part 1
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to
Be Peacemakers
Break
Business and Announcements
Part 2
Chosen Activity
Part 3
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Closing Prayer
Total

10 minutes
30 minutes

10 minutes
5 minutes
30-60 minutes
30 minutes

5 minutes
120 minutes

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

10 minutes

Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
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Scripture Reading: “The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who cultivate
peace (James 3:18).”
Light nine candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former Yugoslavia,
the Great Lakes region of East Africa, Southeast Asia, the location of a nearby military base or
weapons site, the Middle East, Japan, Russia and China.
Leader: The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, a
Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary of
bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader: Ultimately, we must work for a world without war, and take to heart the
powerful and haunting words of Pope Paul VI to the United Nations, repeated often by
Pope John Paul II: ‘No more war, war never again!’ We’ll read excerpts from The
Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace: Building Cooperative Security – Nuclear
Disarmament and Proliferation.
Reader 1: We cannot address questions of war and peace today without
acknowledging that the nuclear question remains of vital political and moral
importance. The end of the Cold War has changed the nuclear question in three
ways. First, nuclear weapons are still an integral component of U.S. security politics,
but they are no longer at the center of these policies or of international relations…
Reader 2: Second, we have new opportunities to take steps toward progressive
nuclear disarmament. In 1983, the first task was to stop the growth of already
bloated nuclear arsenals; today, the moral task is to proceed with deep cuts and
ultimately to abolish these weapons entirely.
Reader 3: Third, the threat of global nuclear war has been replaced by a threat of
global nuclear proliferation. In addition to the declared nuclear powers, a number
of other countries have or could very quickly deploy nuclear weapons, and still
other nations, or even terrorist groups, might seek to obtain or develop nuclear
weapons.

Prayer for World Peace
Reader:

Great God, who has told us
“vengeance is mine,”
Save us from ourselves,
Save us from the vengeance in our hearts
And the acid in our souls.
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Save us from our desire to hurt as we have been hurt,
To punish as we have been punished,
To terrorize as we have been terrorized.
Give us the strength it takes
To listen rather than to judge,
To trust rather than to fear,
To try again and again
To make peace even when peace eludes us.
We ask, O God, for the grace
To be our best selves.
We ask for the vision
To be builders of the human community
Rather than its destroyers.
We ask for the humility as a people
To understand the fears and hopes of other peoples.
We ask for the love it takes
To bequeath to the children of the world to come
More than the failures of our own making.
We ask for the heart it takes
To care for all the peoples
Of Afghanistan and Iraq, of Palestine and Israel
As well as for ourselves.
Give us the depth of soul, O God,
To constrain our might,
To resist the temptations of power,
To refuse to attack the attackable,
To understand
That vengeance begets violence,
And to bring peace – not war – wherever we go.
All:

For You, O God, have been merciful to us.
For You, O God, have been patient with us.
For You, O God, have been gracious to us.
And so may we be merciful
And patient
And gracious
And trusting
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With these others whom you also love.
This we ask through Jesus,
The one without vengeance in his heart,
This we ask forever and ever.
Amen.
Prayer by Joan D. Chittister, OSB, Pax Christi USA
9

PART 1

30 minutes

An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories from Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to be Peacemakers
Other possible discussion questions for this section:
 “All economic policies should be based on sound moral principles to ensure that all
people have the basic necessities of food, clothing, shelter, education, healthcare, and a
safe environment.” Comment.
 “We are all members of the same human family and any effort to divide us by race,
immigration status, ethnic background, or other false divisions must always be rejected.
More than this, as Catholic Christians we are called to speak out against racism and stand
in solidarity with those who are attacked.” Comment.
 “Because the fate of humanity is forever tied to the fate of earth, we cannot hope to build
a world of peace with justice without recognizing the duty to protect and repair the web
of life that ties all of creation together.” Comment.
9

BREAK

9

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

10 minutes

5 minutes

Check in with planning for activities or projects for Session 10.
9

PART 2 – ACTIVITY

30 - 60minutes

Participant reports or activity chosen.
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PART 3

9

30 minutes

Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings
• “What Just Peacemaking Means for Me” – by Sister Filo Hirota, Mercedarian
Missionary, Japan, Pax Christi International Executive Committee.
• “Living with Faith and Hope: Reflecting on The Challenge of Peace 25 Years Later” – by
Bishop Gabino Zavala, Bishop President of Pax Christi USA.
• “Abolition of Nuclear Weapons: An Absolute and Urgent Need for World Peace” – 2010
address by the Archbishop Joseph Takami of Nagasaki, Japan in New York at the NonProliferation Treaty Conference.
Ask the participants to read the discussion questions for the section in their packet for the
purpose of deciding which question will begin a discussion. Ask which question they feel most
drawn to for discussion. Rank the questions based on these responses and discuss the most
recommended and, if there is time, the others. If there is a new question or concern brought up
from the readings, then include that in the discussion as well.


What touched you most about Archbishop Takami’s story as a survivor in utero of the
atomic bombing of Nagasaki?



In a major address in 2009 entitled “Nuclear Weapons and Moral Questions: The Path to
Zero,” Archbishop Edward O’Brien made these remarks before the Strategic Air
Command in Omaha:
“In his 2006 World Day of Peace Message, Pope Benedict XVI wrote: “In a nuclear war,
there would be no victors, only victims…” In Catholic teaching, the task is not to make
the world safer through the threat of nuclear weapons, but rather to make the world safer
from nuclear weapons through mutual and verifiable nuclear disarmament… The moral
end is clear: a world free of the threat of nuclear weapons. This goal should guide our
efforts. Every nuclear weapons system and every nuclear weapons policy should be
judged by the ultimate goal of protecting human life and dignity and the related goal of
ridding the world of these weapons in mutually verifiable ways.” Comment.



In his address delivered in Prague, President Barack Obama called for the abolition of
nuclear weapons:
“To contain the nuclear danger of our time is itself an awesome undertaking. To reshape
the political fabric of an increasingly interdependent world is an even larger and more
complicated challenge… We must be engaged in the difficult task of envisioning a future
rooted in peace, with new institutions for resolving differences between nations, new
global structures of mediation and conflict-resolution, and a world order that has moved
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•
9

beyond nuclear weapons once and for all. We are committed to join this struggle, to bring
the gospel message of justice and peace to this vital work.” Comment.
MAKE COVENANT CONNECTIONS.

CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families
.
Reflection (Select a reader)
We Remember the Past
“Gathered at the River,” by Denise Levertov (from A Dream Unfolding)
As if the trees were indifferent…
A breeze flutters the candles, but the trees
Give off a sense of listening, of hush.
The dust of August on their leaves
But it grows dark, green is something
Known about, not seen.
But summer twilight takes away only color,
Not form. The tree-forms, massive trunks
And the great domed heads, leaning in
Towards us, are visible,
A half-circle of attention.
They listen because the war we speak of,
The human war with ourselves,
The war against earth, against nature,
Is a war against them.
The words are spoken of those who survived awhile,
Living shadowgraphs, eyes fixed forever
On witnessed horror,
Who survived to give testimony,
That no one may plead ignorance.
“Contra naturam” The trees,
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The trees are not indifferent.
We intone together, NEVER AGAIN,
We stand in a circle, singing, speaking,
Making vows, NEVER AGAIN,
Remembering the dead of Hiroshima, Nagasaki…
Amen.
Scripture Reading (three times, three readers):
Scripture Reading: (Three times, three readers) “The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace
for those who cultivate peace (James 3:18).”
Amen
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SECTION IV
Just Peacemaking, Human Rights, and Global Restoration
As people of faith, we promote universal human rights through solidarity with oppressed and
marginalized people struggling for dignity, at home and abroad. We reject every form of
political and economic domination over others and foster a reverence for all creation.
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NOTE TO FACILITATOR –

Sessions 10-12

We are approaching the end of our journey together. We have studied (1) The Spirituality of
Nonviolence and Just Peacemaking, (2) Just Peacemaking and Economic and Interracial Justice,
and (3) Just Peacemaking, Disarmament and Reconciliation with Justice. The next three sessions
focus on (4) Just Peacemaking, Human Rights and Global Restoration. These sessions broaden
our understanding of the global dimension of war and violence against creation itself, as well as
offering new and inspiring examples of just peacemaking and alternatives to violence.
As before, in this section we will continue to highlight three things:
(1) Just Peacemaking. The readings from our faith traditions focus on the global dimensions of
violence and war, and the call “to take up the vocation of peacemaking with new urgency and
commitment.” The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, while recognizing the need for
“humanitarian intervention” when “the survival of populations and entire ethnic groups” are at
stake, concludes with a call to “proceed resolutely toward outlawing war completely” and
“cultivating peace as a supreme good.” In similar fashion, the Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
while drawing attention to the violence at home and the violence abroad, calls us in a special way
to work for peace with the earth: “The cries of the poor and vulnerable echo in the groans of the
earth,” and for that reason, “to care for God’s precious gift of creation and to strive for ecological
justice are key principles of just peace.”
(2) The War at Home / The War Abroad. The readings for these last three sessions broaden our
understanding of violence to include the violence within nations caused by terrorism and the War
on Terror, as well as the violence against creation caused by excessive consumption and
destructive lifestyles. The readings for Just Peacemaking at Home address these challenges by
lifting up signs of resistance and hope, and calling for (1) Abolishing War and Promoting a Just
Peace, (2) Eradicating Poverty and Promoting a Just and Sustainable Global Economy, (3)
Dismantling Racism and Promoting Racial Equality and Diversity, and (4) Building the Beloved
Community and Promoting the Global Common Good. In a similar fashion, the readings for Just
Peacemaking Abroad introduce us to the relatively new world of peace building, with concrete
examples of alternatives to violence in Egypt, Colombia, the Great Lakes region of Africa, and
the Philippines. The final readings also address the challenges of global climate change and
nuclear disasters.
(3) Bearing Witness. In this final section, we are invited to bring what we have learned and what
we have discerned into focus, by writing a Covenant of Just Peace together. Throughout our 12
sessions together, we have had opportunities to identify four areas that we want to remember,
and which will form the framework for our covenant of Just Peace. These are: (1) Lamentations
110
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

– the violence in our world and our complicity in the violence for which we are truly sorry, (2)
Signs of Hope – those concrete signs in history that inspire us and give us hope, (3) Questions
and Petitions – those things for which we do not have a clear answer, and for which we ask God
for wisdom, and (4) Bearing Witness – those actions to which we commit ourselves in the future
as a witness to the Gospel call to nonviolence and just peace.
Our hope is that at the end of these twelve sessions, you will be inspired by examples of moral
courage and your own understanding of the Christian tradition and of the Gospel to respond as a
community to the difficult and troubling reality of violence and war in our time. With that in
mind, we ask you and your group to consider organizing a just peacemaking session in your own
community, inviting local community groups and faith-based organizations to a conversation
about working together to create alternatives to war, violence, racism and poverty.
We hope, too, that such efforts will bring JustFaith Ministries participants and Pax Christi USA
members into a closer relationship, enabling us to more effectively and more prayerfully respond
to the problems of violence in our communities, and to make the connections between the war at
home and the war abroad. In the end, it’s about building relationships of trust and seeking
common ground across the racial, class, and national barriers that often divide us in our desire to
help build the beloved community and bear witness to justice and peace in our world.
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SESSION TEN
Just Peacemaking and Peace Building
at Home and Abroad

Goals of the Session:
•
•

•

To deepen our understanding of regional conflicts in North Africa and the Middle East,
and the challenges they present to peace and nonviolence
To deepen our appreciation for the contribution of Catholic Peace Building efforts to
prevent war and provide alternatives to violence in Colombia, the Great Lakes region of
Africa, and the Philippines
To strengthen our commitment to nonviolent means of peacemaking and peace building
as a contribution to eradicating the root causes of war and violence, and seeking
alternative means of resolving conflicts.

SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Items for prayer: platter, prayer cloth, map, votive candles
and matches.
Labeled chart paper for scribing in four categories,
discussion exercise.
Index cards.

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies.
Delegate facilitation roles if needed.
Select readers for opening and closing prayers.
Schedule for this Session:
Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer

10 minutes
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Part 1
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to
Be Peacemakers
Break
Business and Announcements
Part 2 - Activity or research project
Part 3
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Closing Prayer
Total

30 minutes

10 minutes
5 minutes
30-60 minutes
30 minutes

5 minutes
120-150 minutes

Participants will have read:
Note to Participant for Section IV, Sessions 10-12
First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
• An Ecumenical Call to Peacemaking.
• Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home, “Embracing Our Principles Instead of Our Fears:
What a Mosque at Ground Zero Really Proclaims” – by Ronaldo Cruz, Pax Christi USA.
• Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: III. We Celebrate Signs of Hope and Resistance.

•
•

•
•

Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad
“What Just Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Martha Inés Romero M., Colombia, Pax
Christi International Latín America Coordinador.
“The Path of Just Peace” – by Dr. Mustafa Y. Ali, Secretary General, African Council of
Religious Leaders, Africa Reprehensive of Religions for Peace International, Executive
Committee Member, Pax Christi International.
“Pax Christi International Supports the Peaceful Protests in Egypt”, Statement, February
6, 2011.
“The Many Dimensions of Catholic Peace Building” – by Scott Appleby, Catholic Peace
Building Network.
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WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

10 minutes

Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
Scripture Reading: “Let justice surge like waters, and righteousness like an unfailing
stream (Amos 5:24).”
Light ten candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former Yugoslavia,
the Great Lakes region of East Africa, Southeast Asia, the location of a nearby military base or
weapons site, the Middle East, Japan, Russia and China, and Latin America.
Leader: The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, a
Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary of
the bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader: Building peace, combating poverty and despair, and protecting freedom and
human rights are not only moral imperatives, but also wise national priorities. We’ll
read excerpts from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace: “Building Cooperative
Security – U.S. Leadership in the World.”
Reader 1: Pope John Paul II, citing the “conscience of humanity and international
humanitarian law,” has been outspoken in urging that “humanitarian intervention
be obligatory where the survival of populations and entire ethnic groups is seriously
compromised. This is a duty for nations and the international community...” The
principles of sovereignty and nonintervention may be overridden by forceful means
in exceptional circumstances, notably in the cases of genocide or when whole
populations are threatened by aggression or anarchy.
Reader 2: Building peace, combating poverty and despair, and protecting freedom
and human rights are not only moral imperatives, but also wise national priorities.
They can shape a world that will be a safer, more secure, and more just home for all
of us… For these reasons, the leaders and people of the United States are called to
take up the vocation to peacemaking with new urgency and commitment. Accepting,
though not exaggerating, the lessons of recent history, acknowledging the limits of
U.S. influence, and confessing humbly past excesses and failures, we are called to
commit ourselves firmly to joining with other nations in building a new kind of
world, one that is more peaceful, just, and respectful of the life and dignity of the
human person.
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Just for Today
Alternate Readers
Today… I will live in peace with God, my neighbor and myself. I will bring peace to my
patch of this earth.
Today… I will believe that world peace is possible. I will remember that hope is the most
important gift I can give my world.
Today… I will not be a party to pessimism nor join the indifferent.
Today… I will be happy. I will remember that my joy is up to me. I will carry my
confidence to all I touch this day.
Today… I will love my enemies. I will pray for them. I will try to see our differences from
their point of view.
Today… I will disarm myself of rage by extending my hand in help and forgiveness.
Today… I will know that peace is the child of justice – that peace is more than the absence
of war.
Today… I will plant a seed of justice in this global village, in my city, in my neighborhood,
in my family, and in my heart.
Today… I will pray for peace for all those with whom I come into contact.
Today… I will test my love of peace by doing one act for peace.
Today… I will stand with Christ the Peacemaker.
Prayer by John Dear, SJ, Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace
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PART 1

30 minutes

Participants have read:
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories from Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to be Peacemakers
Assume that participants have read the "affirmations of faith" from Called to be Peacemakers
and they have followed the instructions about selecting one and sharing with the group. If this
doesn't appear to be the case, allow ten minutes for participants to read (reread) them. Hand out
index cards for people to jot down their thoughts to contribute to the discussion.
Introduction:
The readings include a section from Called to be Peacemakers (“We Celebrate Signs
of Resistance and Hope”) that are ten "affirmations of faith" that originated with
one of the communities that participated in the process of creating the final
document. Read these affirmations, choose one that resonates with you, and share
your reflections with the group on the point you have chosen.
(Note, especially for “ecumenical or interfaith groups": substitute “Christian” or “faith
community” for “Catholic” in these phrases.)

10

BREAK

10

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

10 minutes

5 minutes

Ask for volunteers to transcribe charts for covenant activity, share with them later some of the
suggestions in the front of the Facilitator Packet about this.
Ask for at least one volunteer to help with closing session activity and prayer/ritual.
Confirm time and location for next film night.
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PART 2 - ACTIVITY

30 - 60 minutes

Participant reports or activity chosen.
10

PART 3

30 minutes

Facilitator will need chart paper and a scribe.
Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad.
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings:
• “What Just Peacemaking Means to Me” – by Martha Inés Romero M., Colombia, Pax
Christi International Latín America Coordinador.
• “The Path of Just Peace” – by Dr. Mustafa Y. Ali, Secretary General, African Council of
Religious Leaders, Africa Reprehensive of Religions for Peace International, Executive
Committee Member, Pax Christi International.
• “Pax Christi International Supports the Peaceful Protests in Egypt”, Statement, February
6, 2011.
• “The Many Dimensions of Catholic Peace Building” – by Scott Appleby, Catholic Peace
Building Network.
Introduce discussion
Ask the group to spend a few minutes brainstorming some of the many challenges facing those
who work for just peacemaking worldwide. Ask to keep the list as broad as possible without
narrowing to specific locations, conflicts, etc. Go around the room for single responses and keep
going until there are no more. Use chart paper to record the responses.
Participants may mention the following examples, but if they do not, offer them. Peacemaking
includes work in response to a multitude of challenges, including (in no particular order, not
necessarily well articulated):
 Preventing demonizing an enemy
 using fear tactics
 reducing excessive military spending
 creating budgets for the common good
 resolving ethnic, religious and political obstacles and divisions
 opposing militarization of foreign policy and international relations
 stopping war and threats of war
 promoting conflict resolution
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seeking conflict transformation (a deeper more systemic approach to conflict)
protecting human life in situations of violent conflict
maintaining medical neutrality in the treatment of casualties
dealing with post war DDRR - demobilization, demilitarization, reintegration, and
reconciliation
establishing transitional justice after a war (truth commissions, war crimes trials, etc.)
facilitating reconciliation and restorative justice
stopping tyranny, torture and human rights violations
promoting alternatives to violence and war
developing multilateral cooperation

Other possible discussion questions for this section:
 Reflect on the statement from Pax Christi International about the peaceful protests in
North Africa and the Middle East. How best might we respond as Christians and as a
nation to these protests?
 What can we do as Christians to support peace building and peacemaking efforts as
nonviolent alternatives to war?
 How do the examples of ordinary people contribute to the development of peacemaking
and peace-building efforts?
 MAKE “COVENANT CONNECTIONS”

10

CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families.
Together: Prayer of St. Francis:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let us sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console,
To be understood, as to understand,
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To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born
To eternal life.
Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices
“Let justice surge like waters, and righteousness like an unfailing stream (Amos5:24).”
Amen.
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SESSION ELEVEN
A Force More Powerful: The Power of Nonviolent Action

Timing of the Session:
Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Film: A Force More Powerful
Break
Discussion of Film
Discuss final session
Closing Prayer
Total

5 minutes
90 minutes
10 minutes
25 minutes
15 minutes
5 minutes
150 minutes

NOTE the film is long, so get started on time and cue video to not show previews, opening
credits, etc.
11

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

5 minutes

Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
Scripture Reading: “God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good
(Genesis 1:31).”
Light eleven candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former
Yugoslavia, the Great Lakes region of East Africa, Southeast Asia, the location of a nearby
military base or weapons site, the Middle East, Japan, Russia and China, Latin America, and
South Asia.

11

FILM: A Force More Powerful

90 minutes

Note: Depending on their interests and experiences, participants may choose between one of
two episodes (87 minutes each). Episode One looks at Gandhi’s nonviolent struggle for Indian
independence, the U.S. civil rights movement in the 1960s, and the anti-apartheid movement
in South Africa. Episode Two looks at Danish resistance to the German occupation in World
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War II, the Solidarity movement in Poland, and nonviolent resistance to military dictatorship
in Chile.
Introduce this film with these or similar words
A Force More Powerful is a two-part documentary on how nonviolent resistance overcame
oppression and authoritarian rule. It documents how millions of people during the last century,
which was the most violent in history, chose to oppose the forces of brutality with nonviolent
means and how they won. In South Africa in 1907, Mohandas Gandhi led Indian immigrants in
a nonviolent fight for rights denied them by white rulers. The power that Gandhi pioneered
has been used by underdogs on every continent and in every decade of the 20th century, to
fight for their rights and freedom. “When people decide they want to be free… there is
nothing that can stop them.” – Desmond Tutu

11

11

BREAK

10 minutes

DISCUSSION OF THE FILM

25 minutes

Discussion Questions for the Film:
 What touched you most about this film?
 What kind of perspective do these classic nonviolent struggles of the 20th century offer us
today? Do you see the “Arab Spring” and “Occupation” movements in the U.S. as a
continuation of this tradition?
 If nations can spend trillions of dollars on armaments and wars, why is it so difficult to
invest this amount on development and peace?
11

DISCUSS NEXT SESSION

15 minutes

Describe the next and last session for the module. Explain that we'll be writing a personal and
group just peacemaking covenant
Ask if transcriptions of chart papers can be completed and distributed before Session 12.
Review attachment on making covenants
Review Appendix II - Some Next Steps. How can JustFaith Ministries and Pax Christi USA
continue with us, and us with them, on our journey?
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CLOSING PRAYER

5 minutes

Extinguish the candles and return them to the circular platter.
As we end this session, we return to our circle and our communities, our work and
our families

Leader: Prayer of a People Born to Longing
Our home is not what it might and will be. While life in God’s hands is irrepressible,
peace does not yet reign. The principalities and powers, though not sovereign, still enjoy
their victories, and we will be restless and broken until peace prevails. Thus our peace
building will of necessity criticize, denounce, advocate, and resist as well as proclaim,
empower, console, reconcile, and heal. Peacemakers will speak against and speak for,
tear down and build up, lament and celebrate, grieve and rejoice. Until our longing joins
our belonging in the consummation of all things in God, the work of peace will continue
as the flickering of sure grace.
From An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace (42).
Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices
“God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good (Genesis 1:31).”
Amen
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SESSION TWELVE
Building the Beloved Community and
Renewing Creation

Goals of the Session:
•
•
•
•

To renew our commitment to peacemaking as “a call to conversion, to change our
hearts, to reject violence, and to love our enemies.”
To deepen our understanding of peacemaking with respect to the renewal of God’s
creation.
To deepen our appreciation for the history and witness of JustFaith Ministries and Pax
Christi USA as important contributors to the Church’s witness to justice and peace.
To "commission," bless, and send forth the participants as peacemakers.

SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION:
Prayer cloth
Votive candles and matches
Bible
Map and prayer symbols, other items needed according to
your planning for the closing ritual (oil, etc.)
Index cards

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:
Review materials and gather supplies; more preparation is
needed for this session.
Delegate facilitation roles if needed.
Select readers for opening prayers and closing ritual.
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Participants will have read:
First Half: Just Peacemaking at Home
• An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace.
• Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in the Twenty-First
Century: “Conclusions: Invitation and Call to Become Peacemakers.”

•
•
•

Second Half: Just Peacemaking Abroad
“My Role as Peacemaker” – by Kevin McBride, Aotearoa, New Zealand, Pax Christi
International Executive Committee.
“People of Faith Speak Out on Global Climate Change” – Pax Christi USA statement.
“Nuclear Power and the Common Good: Survivors and Bishops Speak Out” – by Kerry
Danner-McDonald,educationforjustice.org, Center of Concern, September 2011.

Other reading:
• Engaging the World Together. A Discernment Process for Next Steps, from JustFaith
Ministries. http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/engaging_the_world_together.pdf
• Session 12 - Attachment A: Thinking About a Covenant.
Schedule for this Session:
Activity

Minutes

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Part 1
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Stories of Just Peacemakers at Home
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to
Be Peacemakers
Part 2
Stories of Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Selected
Readings
Break
Business and Announcements
Activity: Sharing Our Covenant of Just
Peace
Closing Liturgy
Total

5 minutes
20 minutes

25 minutes

10 minutes
10 minutes
60 minutes
20 minutes
150 minutes
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WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

5 minutes

Select three readers to repeat slowly, with a few seconds pause between.
Scripture Reading: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you (John 14:27).”
Light twelve candles and place on the map: in the group’s location, Europe, the former
Yugoslavia, the Great Lakes region of East Africa, Southeast Asia, the location of a nearby
military base or weapons site, the Middle East, Japan, Russia and China, Latin America, South
Asia, and our planet.
Leader:
The following reading is from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace,
a Reflection of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 10th Anniversary
of bishops’ pastoral, The Challenge of Peace.
Leader:
We must “proceed resolutely toward outlawing war completely and
come to cultivate peace as a supreme good to which all programs and all strategies
must be subordinated.” We’ll read excerpts from The Harvest of Justice is Sown in
Peace: “Concluding Commitments – Blessed Are the Peacemakers.”
Reader 1:
As we reaffirm the Church’s teachings on war and peace, we insist
that the world community must urgently search for effective ways to move beyond
the violence of war and terrorism to settle scores or to defend what is precious. We
need new policies, new structures, and new attitudes to resolve disputes and address
injustice… Some will find this goal a pious hope or utopian dream. No doubt,
finding ways to move the world beyond war will be a complex, demanding, and
difficult struggle. But it is a task that must be pursued by all who take faith
seriously and who honestly assess the human, social, and moral costs of continuing
conflict and bloodshed. As history’s bloodiest century ends, there should be no
question that, in the words of Pope John Paul II, we must “proceed resolutely
toward outlawing war completely and come to cultivate peace as a supreme good to
which all programs and all strategies must be subordinated.”
Reader 2:
At its heart, today’s call to peacemaking is a call to conversion, to
change our hearts, to reject violence, to love our enemies. We will not fashion new
policies until we repudiate old thinking… Changes we could barely imagine ten
years ago have taken place before our eyes. Without violence, the hope, courage,
and power of ordinary people have brought down walls, restored freedoms, toppled
governments, and changed the world. For believers, hope is not a matter of
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optimism but a resource for action, a source of strength in demanding causes. For
peacemakers, hope is the indispensable virtue. This hope, together with our
response to the call to conversion, must be rooted in God’s promises and nourished
by prayer and penance.
Leader:

A Prayer for Global Restoration

All:

Good and Gracious God,
Source of all life
All creation is charged with your Divine Energy.

Reader 1:

Ignite your Spark within us,
That we may know ourselves
As truly human and holy,
Irrevocably part of the Web of life.
All creation
Each star and every flower,
Each drop of water and every person,
Each and every atom, down to its very electrons,
Explodes with the revelation of your Sacred Mystery.
Our minds alone cannot fathom such splendor.
Our hearts can only respond in awe, praise and gratitude.

Reader 2:

Forgive us, we pray, our ignorance
And insecurities which
Blind us to your Thumbprint writ large,
Deafen us to the sacred space between two heartbeats,
Prompt us in arrogance to demand and dominate,
Numb us to the destruction we’ve caused,
Hold us hostage to “either-or” thinking and living.

Reader 3:

May we always walk gently upon this earth,
In right relationship,
Nurtured by your Love,
Taking only what we need,
Giving back to the earth in gratitude,
Sharing what we have,
Honoring all with reverence,
Reconciling and healing,
Mindful of those who will come after,
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Recognizing our proper place as part of, Not apart from, your creation.
All:

Grant us the strength and courage, we pray,
For such radical transformation into your Kin-dom.
Then we, too, with the very stones will shout,
“HOSANNA”
Prayer by Michelle Balek, OSF, Pax Christi USA

PART 1

12

25 minutes

Participants have read:
An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace
Just Peacemaking at Home – Called to be Peacemakers “Concluding Commitments: Blessed
Are the Peacemakers”
Divide the participants into groups of two.
Introduce discussion:
The final section of the Called to be Peacemakers document sums up its work and its
vision for the future. It repeats the four priority areas to organize the work of
peacemaking. These became the focus for the four sections of this module we are now
completing. Recall these as:
1. The Spirituality of Nonviolence,
2. Disarmament and Demilitarization,
3. Economic and Interracial Justice, and
4. Human Rights and Global Restoration.
Recall, too, the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, who held up the great challenges to
creating the beloved community: militarism, poverty and racism.
So, inspired by this last section of Called to be Peacemakers, let us share with each other
for a time and talk about the following:


Share your vision of the Beloved Community. How does it look in your community,
in our nation, in the world?

After the discussion slows in the small group, reconvene and ask if there was something that
came up that the whole group would benefit from.
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PART 2

12

25 minutes

Note: This last group of readings speak to the fourth priority for just peacemaking that we
mentioned earlier: global restoration. The readings focus on the large issues of climate change,
nuclear energy and human dignity. There are suggested questions for a discussion of these
readings.
However, since this is the last time scheduled for discussion, the group may have other issues
they would like to continue talking about. By this session, the facilitator will know what these
are and how this last discussion time could be most beneficial and engaging for the group.
Participants have read:
Stories from Just Peacemakers Abroad
Just Peacemaking Abroad – Readings
•
•
•

“My Role as Peacemaker” – by Kevin McBride, Aotearoa, New Zealand, Pax Christi
International Executive Committee
“People of Faith Speak Out on Global Climate Change” – Pax Christi USA statement
“Nuclear Power and the Common Good: Survivors and Bishops Speak Out” – by Kerry
Danner-McDonald,educationforjustice.org, Center of Concern, September 2011

Introduce discussion
Other possible discussion questions for this section:


Many experts say we have no more than ten years to make a difference with regard to
global warming – ten years to offer hope for all Earth’s peoples or witness the end of life
as we have known it. What can we do in light of the devastating effects of our continued
reliance on fossil fuels and the growing crisis of climate change?



Nuclear energy is often described as a “clean” solution to the problem of carbon
emissions affecting climate change. At the same time, its risks of nuclear radiation to
human life and the environment are at least comparable to the risks of climate change.
What alternative sources of energy ought we to pursue?



Do you think that the opinions and survivors of those most affected by climate change
and environmental disasters should be given special priority in debate concerning
alternatives to fossil fuels and nuclear energy?
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12

BREAK

12

BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

10 minutes

10 minutes

Please share the following information and evaluation link with all participants:
JustFaith Ministries provides an online evaluation for this module. This online evaluation is easy
to complete, and should not take more than fifteen minutes. It can be accessed at:
http://justfaith.org/JustMatters/Evaluations/faithencounters.html
There is a “clickable” link to the evaluation in the Participant Packet (following the table of
contents). These evaluations are very important to the ongoing development of this and other
JustFaith Ministries modules, and we are asked to please complete the online evaluations within
two weeks. It is important to note that once you start the evaluation you will need to complete the
whole thing at that time.
If you have sent the participants a separate e-mail before Session 8 – (see instructions in
Evaluations section of introductory materials) say the following: An e-mail was sent to you
urging you to complete the evaluation. This e-mail includes a link to the evaluation and will
simplify your connection to it.
Discuss any future meetings, a reunion or other scheduled activities.
12

CULMINATING ACTIVITY

60 minutes

CULMINATING ACTIVITY: Sharing Our Covenant of Just Peace.
Reread the description in the Introduction about this activity.
The goal of this section will be to craft a simple covenant statement that can be considered "of
the group."
The raw materials for it are:
The transcribed documents from the chart papers, (1) Lamentations, (2) Signs of Hope, (3)
Questions and Petitions, and (4) Bearing Witness.
Introduce the exercise:
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The process used by Pax Christi USA and those who participated in the creation of
Called to be Peacemakers, the document we read throughout this process, was
simple. Inspire groups and congregations to discuss and explore peacemaking, to
respond to the call to become just peacemakers, and to invite others to become just
peacemakers. To be called to something new.
We have done the same. We have gathered our thoughts, spirit and expressions
from the twelve sessions together. We have learned from each other. We have
shared stories and sometimes shed tears. We sense the commitment of the group to
engage the work of just peacemaking and to involve others.
It has been said that "human beings, individually and collectively, become humans
by making commitments, by making promises." (Writing a Covenant - by Fredric
Muir, Unitarian Universalist Association.)
So for the next hour, we will summarize what we feel are the commitments and
promises made possible by our work together and the trust we have built. We will
conclude with a rite of commissioning and prayer.
So, how do we take the conversations from this room, this group, this small
community? How do we include others? How can we facilitate this conversation
with others? In what other ways can we put this covenant into action, and, by doing
so, strengthen it in our own hearts?
Remember, a covenant includes promises, not rules. Unlike rules, promises are
discussed, lived, broken, and renewed. Promises and commitments describe how we
wish to live together as a faith community, knowing that if these promises don’t
work, a group may choose to rewrite them.
Give each participant three index cards. Ask them to take 5 minutes and consider the questions
that were posed for this session in their packet.
Based on our time together and what we have learned and experienced together:
What do I commit and promise to myself?
What do I commit and promise to the group?
What do I want the group to promise to me?
Ask them to record 2 or 3 things for each of these questions on three separate cards.
After 5 minutes or so, ask them put the card with personal commitments aside. They will be
referred to later but not spoken.
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Gather in groups of 3-4 to share content of two other cards. Ask each group to work with
consensus to select 2-3 covenant statements for the group. Point out the examples of covenants in
Attachment A for this session.
After about 15 minutes, reconvene the groups and have them report the items on their cards. Add
them to chart paper. Continue the discussion and try to merge the statements together for a group
covenant by consensus. Work on it as long as possible and ask for a volunteer "wordsmith" to
make the finishing touches. This may need to happen after the session, so make plans for how
that will be distributed and what the next steps will be for the group.

12

CLOSING LITURGY

20 minutes

NOTE: The following liturgy and rite of commissioning is presented as a suggested
approach. The group facilitator will ask for assistance planning this prayer experience.
Sit in circle, around the map and prayer table. Ask one person to light a taper candle from one of
the candles on the map. Ask the person to offer the image, word or brief phrase that emerges
when they image our experiences with this process, the promise and the challenge of just
peacemaking. Then ask this person to pass the candle to someone else, not necessarily next to
them. The candle may cross the room several times. The recipient may opt to pass it on without
speaking but the person holding the candle will always choose the next speaker. When the candle
has been passed to everyone, place it in the middle of the prayer table and share these words by
Muriel Lester:
Your business now is to stop war, to purify the world, to get it saved from poverty
and riches, to make people like each other, to comfort the sad, to wake up those who
have not yet found God, to create joy and beauty wherever you go, to find God in
everything and everyone! (from Ways of Justice, Ways of Prayer – Edited by Anne
Broyles)
Extinguish the votive candles (leaving the passed candle lit) and return them to the circular
platter.
As we end this last session together and extinguish the candles, we return to our
circle and our communities, our work and our families.
Scripture phrase from beginning repeated by three different voices
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. (John 14:27)
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Transition to Rite of Commissioning:
We have before us our symbols of prayer, our collected words, our collected
thoughts, our seeds of covenant, and especially each other.
I ask you now to get the card where you answered the question, "What do I commit
and promise to myself?” What is written on this card should become even more
important than the covenant we craft for the group. I urge you to take this card and
turn it into something you will see, wear, or touch. Put these words in your prayer
space or somewhere you will see it and be reminded every day, that it is not just
good intentions on a card, but it is the commitment and calling to just peacemaking
as your identity, who you are in the world. You are a child of God. You are a child
of peace.
So in the name of the God of Peace, in the peace of Christ
We cry out
with our lamentations
the violence in our world and our complicity in the violence for which we are
truly sorry
We ask
with our questions
those things for which we do not have a clear answer, and for which we ask
God for wisdom
We hold out
with our hope
those concrete signs in history that inspire us
We stand
with our witness
those actions to which we commit ourselves in the future as a witness to the
Gospel call to nonviolence and just peace.
Options for Rite of Commissioning (consider one or both)
You may want to use reflective background music to create a prayerful atmosphere.
1. Ritual of Anointing
You will need: a small bowl or saucer with a small amount of olive oil, a box of Kleenex (for
wiping hands). NOTE: If the Catholic character of this ritual does not fit with your group, omit
or adapt the anointing.
Gather the group in a circle. Place the bowl of oil in the center.
A facilitator picks up the bowl and introduces the ritual:
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Anointing with precious oil is an ancient practice,
a blessing to mark us as God’s beloved,
to strengthen us in sickness, and to seal our commitment.
Turning to face the person on his/her right, the facilitator models the anointing:
Place a thumb or finger in the oil and mark the forehead of your neighbor with a sign of the
cross. Looking into the eyes of your neighbor, extend this blessing:
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God.
Blessed are you (name) you are a child of God.
Give the bowl to your neighbor who shares this ritual with the person on his/her left.
The rite continues until everyone has been anointed.
2. Ritual of Laying On of Hands
The group remains standing in the circle. Everyone will need to have in hand a copy of their
personal peace covenant.
A facilitator introduces the ritual:
Since the earliest days of our church,
Christians have blessed and empowered one another for ministry
with the laying on of hands.
Now, we call upon the Holy Spirit of Peace
to seal our covenants
and strengthen us
to BE the peace our world so sorely needs.
Starting with a co-facilitator, group members in turn stand in the center of the circle, each one
holding their personal peace covenant to their chest.
The rest of the group members extend a hand to touch the head or shoulders of the one in the
center. Allow a few moments of silent prayer.
Offer this blessing:
(Name) Take this covenant to heart
that you might become an instrument of Christ’s peace.
When everyone has been blessed, invite group members to share an embrace of peace.
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Session Twelve – Attachment A
Thinking about Covenant
Note: A covenant includes promises, not rules. Unlike rules, promises are discussed, lived,
broken, and renewed. Promises and commitments describe how we wish to live together as a
faith community, knowing that if these promises don’t work, a group may choose to rewrite
them.
“Nonviolence will not become national policy
until it is first the personal policy of millions of us.” (Gerard VanderHaar)
Writing a Covenant of Just Peace
Think about how you might write your own covenant of just peacemaking. Consider the
following list of Just Peacemaking activities (from Just Peacemaking: the New Paradigm for the
Ethics of Peace and War, by Glenn Stassen, Pilgrim Press, 2008). Think about ways to deepen
two or three of these activities in light of what you and others in your group have experienced so
far. Give examples. Consider it a way to share where your journey in just peacemaking has taken
you.
1. Support nonviolent direct action.
2. Take independent initiatives to reduce threat.
3. Use cooperative conflict resolution.
4. Acknowledge responsibility for conflict and injustice and seek repentance and forgiveness.
5. Advance democracy, human rights and religious liberty.
6. Foster just and sustainable economic development.
7. Work with emerging cooperative forces in the international system.
8. Strengthen the United Nations and international efforts for cooperation and human rights.
9. Reduce offensive weapons and weapons trade.
10. Encourage grassroots peacemaking groups and voluntary associations.
Examples of Covenant Statements
Bread for the World - Covenant Churches
Bread for the World Covenant Churches understand ending hunger to be central to Christian
mission.
We Covenant:
1. In our worship and study
• to seek God’s message for us regarding our hungry brothers and sisters.
• to learn about the causes of—and solutions to—hunger, emphasizing the role of public
policy.
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2. In our working and giving
• to help hungry people in our community.
• to support our church’s hunger relief, development and education programs.
• to participate corporately in the work of Bread for the World and to encourage
individuals to consider Bread membership.
3. In our living
• to give prominence to the needs of hungry people.
• to reflect in our lives an awareness of our role as stewards of God’s gift
The New Creation Community Covenant
Hearing with one another the call to nurture an intentional, ecumenical community of faith in
Seattle, Washington, in the tradition of the Church of the Saviour, Washington, D.C.,
acknowledging that we can be faithful only with the help of God, we commit ourselves in
gratitude and freedom--To spend one hour each day in prayer and reflection on scripture
To share financial resources with the poor through the covenant community, beginning with 10%
of our incomes,
To meet weekly with the covenant community for worship and deepening of relationships,
To meet weekly with a mission/accountability group, practicing honesty, accountability and
forgiveness, allowing ourselves to be deeply known by and to know deeply those in our group,
To support through prayer and actions each community member as he or she seeks to discern and
be faithful to God’s call on his or her life,
To nurture an authentic relationship with someone who is excluded by the larger culture,
To practice nonviolence in all relationships, both personal and public,
To spend at least one extended period of silence as a community per year,
To leave the community, not out of anger, frustration or disappointment, but when it is discerned
along with the community that I am being called elsewhere.
We travel without a map, trusting that our common covenant and practices will keep us on a
common path, trusting that new structures, and new calls and missions will be given to us as we
attempt to live faithfully into the promise we have chosen as our expression of the Risen Christ
among us: “Anyone in Christ is a new creation. Everything old has passed away. See, everything
has become new (II Cor. 5:17).”

Randall Mullins, “New Creation Community” and “The New Creation Covenant" Faith at Work
Magazine, Fall 2000.
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A

APPENDIX I – Possible Projects, Reports and Activities

The following are ideas for group or individual projects or research presented during the
activities sections of Sessions 7, 9 and 10. There are up to 60 minute blocks of time available for
these reports or activities in these sessions. The purpose of these activities is to add additional
topics relating to the exploration of just peacemaking as well as different voices and learning
activities to the standard reading, writing, watching and discussing. These projects and
presentations could be of varying lengths and could include art, music, and movement. Your
group may also decide to add extra sessions for these.
Research and presentation topics:
Top Choice:
Women and War
 Role of Women in War. Concentrate on the United Sates and include both military and
civilian roles.
 Effects of War on Women and Children.
 Role of Women in Just Peacemaking.
Starting points:
 Use of the video series Women War and Peace, newly released by PBS. Full episodes
are available online for streaming with a computer here:
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/women-war-and-peace/
The series includes the film, Pray the Devil Back to Hell, which chronicles the
remarkable story of the courageous Liberian women who came together to end a
bloody civil war and bring peace to their shattered country. Three of the women,
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Leymah Gbowee, Tawakkol Karman received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2011.
Is a Just War Impossible?
Select one of the wars in which the U.S. is presently (or was recently) engaged. Examine the
following criteria for "Just War" and state how that war satisfies the criteria or how it does not.
Involve the group with a discussion and chart the results on a board or newsprint. How does this
analysis fit with the concept of "just peacemaking?"
Starting points:
 “What Can Be Done? What Should Be Done?” J. Bryan Hehir. America Magazine,
October 8, 2001.
http://www.americamagazine.org/content/article.cfm?article_id=1066
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Rev. J. Bryan Hehir, Parker Gilbert Montgomery Professor of the Practice of Religion
and Public Life at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, and former Dean of the
Harvard Divinity School, opened the series Moral Responsibilities for the Legacies of
War with an overview of current ethics and policies related to post-war obligations.
Audio and transcript of presentation.
http://academics.holycross.edu/crec/events/series/war/moral_frameworks
NPR's Jacki Lyden talks with theologian J. Bryan Hehir about the concept of a "Just
War." http://www.pbs.org/now/transcript/transcript_hehir.html
“Nonviolence, Not Just War,” from The God of Peace: Toward a Theology of
Nonviolence, by John Dear, SJ.
http://www.johndear.org/pdfs/Nonviolence_Not_Just_War.pdf

Basic Criteria of the Just War Doctrine





War must be fought for a just cause.
It must be openly declared by a legitimate authority who has right
intentions.
War should always be the last resort and should only be conducted when
there is a reasonable chance of success.
The amount of force employed in the conduct of the war must be
proportional to the desired outcome.
Just Peacemaking Study Guide, Barbara L Battin and Thomas R. Mockaitus.
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, 2003.

War and the Environment.
Research and report on the effects of war on the environment and ecology of the planet using
selected current world armed conflicts.
Hurricane Katrina and the Violence of Environmental Racism
Reflect on the violence that we do to creation. Reflect on the violence done to people who suffer
as a result of “natural” disasters. Recall the scenes from Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath.
What more could have been done to avoid this disaster? What more could have been done to
respond to those most affected by the disaster? Was this an example of “environmental racism?”
What other “natural” disasters can you recall, and how could the damage caused by them have
been avoided? How can we work for environmental justice? How can we work for global
restoration?
Starting points:
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Environmental Justice Through the Eye of Hurricane Katrina, by Reilly Morse. Joint
Center for Political and Economic Studies, Health Policy Institute. jointcenter.org
http://198.65.105.204/hpi/sites/all/files/EnvironmentalJustice.pdf
Other examples of environmental racism, worldwide: Echoes, Today's Faces of Race.
“Environmental Racism: Old Wine in a New Bottle by Deborah Robinson,” World
Council of Churches, 2000 http://www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/what/jpc/echoes/echoes-1700.html
“The New Orleans Agenda,” News Analysis by Bill Quigley and Davida
Finger, Posted: Aug 25, 2011. From New American Media
http://newamericamedia.org/2011/08/katrina-pain-index-2011-race-genderpoverty.php

War in the Popular Culture
Show ways that popular culture in the United States has absorbed war (e.g., games, clothing,
language and entertainment). Participants can use old magazines looking for specific words,
phrases and images. Create a presentation or collage that either illustrates violence in our society
or highlights attempts to respond to this violence with peacemaking.
Timeline of War and Peace
A presentation showing a war and peace timeline for the United States that includes all major
military conflicts and locations. On the timeline, note significant contributions to society during
times of conflict and times of peace. Note the financial costs and casualties during wartime,
including injuries and deaths, if data are available.
Words from Peacemakers
Research examples of speeches, poetry or songs from peace activists, abolitionists or
conscientious objectors and share with the larger group. Discuss the ways that these examples
can relate to the group, here and now.
More Stories from Peacemakers at Home
Presentation about empowering and hopeful examples of people and organizations that are
promoting just peacemaking/nonviolence. An example is Fr. Greg Boyle and Homeboys, Inc. in
East Los Angeles and other community-based organizations working with street gangs. Find out
about peacemaking organizations and initiatives in your own community.
Where is the Palestinian Gandhi?
In 2003, the Palestinian village of Budrus mounted a 10-month-long nonviolent protest to stop a
barrier being built across their olive groves. This effort, like many nonviolent campaigns, was
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not widely reported. Brazilian filmmaker Julia Bacha asks why we only pay attention to violence
in the Israel-Palestine conflict, and not to the nonviolent leaders who may one day bring peace.
Starting points:
 Julia's Technology, Education, Design (TED) talk, recorded in July 2011 (11
minutes)
 http://blog.ted.com/2011/08/31/pay-attention-to-nonviolence-julia-bacha-on-ted-com/
 Her TED talk on making the film: http://youtu.be/d40Aht_9cxY (24 minutes)
 Julia Bacha's website is http://www.justvision.org/ contains information about the
film, Budrus.
What is the Difference Between Pacifism and Nonviolence?
In the course of our discussion of just peacemaking, what do we understand to be the difference
between pacifism and nonviolence, noting that pacifism and passivity are not the same. Engage a
discussion with the group about where they are – not from a theoretical position – but from their
hearts.
Starting points:
 "Courageous Nonviolence" – by Ron Sider, Christianity Today, December 19, 2007.
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2007/december/27.44.html?start=1
 "A Short Catechism on Christian Pacifism" – by George Hunsinger was originally
titled "A Short Catechism for Peace". It was written in 1985 by George Hunsinger for
the United Church of Christ Peace Fellowship, which gave permission to the
Fellowship of Reconciliation to reproduce it. http://www.mupwj.org/HunsingerChristian.pdf
 "The Meaning of Nonviolence: A Typography" – by Gene Sharp.
http://tinyurl.com/meaningofnonviolence
After the War is "Over"
Lead a discussion introducing the important area of transitional justice. How do we contribute to
a just peace after violent conflict? What are the trade-offs between peace and justice? What role
do truth commissions play? Who seems to retain impunity for human rights abuses after a war is
over.
Consider using current event "case studies" to engage in contemporary and difficult issues of war
and peace.
• The difference between military and “police” actions in the world (Sudan, Rwanda,
Libya, etc.). We rarely differentiate between policing (uses the least violence possible to
stop or reduce violence) and military action (uses overwhelming violence to win).
• What role should be played by an International Criminal Court; what power would they
have?
• Where lies the responsibility to protect? How have concepts such as security and selfdefense been used in contemporary situations.
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Guest speakers
•

•
•
•
•
•

Invite someone from 9/11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows. “Wars are poor chisels for
carving out a peaceful tomorrow.” ( Martin Luther King, Jr.) The vision for September 11th
Families for Peaceful Tomorrows was born when a small group of family members of those
killed on 9/11 became connected after reading each other’s pleas for nonviolent and reasoned
responses to the terrorist attacks. Several of these individuals met one another when they
participated in the “Walk for Healing and Peace” from Washington, D.C. to New York City
in late 2001 organized by Kathy Kelly of Voices in the Wilderness (now Voices for Creative
Nonviolence).
Invite someone who can talk about the size and impact of the US military budget.
Invite someone who is a refugee from wars in Africa, Iraq, Afghanistan or Latin America.
Invite someone who has been on a delegation to the Middle East or Colombia or someone
who has served in Witness for Peace, Christian Peacemaking Teams, etc.
Invite a conscientious objector or a military resister.
Invite someone from a local chapter of Veterans for Peace, Iraq Veterans Against the War.

Other Activities
Praying the news (from JustFaith Ministries, JusticeWalking – Step One Overview)
“You know how to read the face of the sky, but you cannot read the signs of the times
(Matthew 16:3).”
Consider this as an occasional alternative prayer idea or ritual/reflection. This might be a
good choice if something "big" or particularly distressing happens in the world during the
weeks that a group is doing the module.
The JustFaith Ministries’ programs for young people, JusticeWalking, ask groups to sift
through the news of our world with an eye for those who are excluded and a heart open to
the stories of those who suffer, while seeking out signs of hope and the call to renewal. In
this case it would be about war, violence and those who suffer, along with the
peacemakers and justice workers in the world. The process is a simple ritual that involves
praying through a recent story in a local or national newspaper.
Prayerful Preparation
Looking AT God’s World:
• Be aware of media biases about what is considered news and who/what is valued.
• Choose a story that inspires or disturbs.
• Name and identify with the people involved on all sides of the situation.
Looking INTO God’s World:
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•
•
•

Notice the titles and descriptions for people, such as: homeless, poor, black,
white, criminal, soldier, insurgent, refugee…
Rename the main characters in the event as persons-in-relationship: mothers or
fathers, sons or daughters, fellow human beings, our neighbors, God’s children…
Make a personal connection to the story. Whether a news item speaks to hunger,
the prison system, poverty, racism, welfare or war, call to mind a person or
organization in your community directly linked to that situation.

Looking THROUGH God’s Eyes:
• Briefly summarize the story from the perspective of just peacemaking or
restorative justice.
• Choose a direct quote or paraphrase a few lines that capture the situation.
• Name the people involved in the story and define our connection to them.
• Try to identify a scripture image, passage or prayer that speaks to the heart of this
reality.
Beholding the News!
Another model for praying the news involves standing in the center of the story, to be and
to hold together all sides of the dilemma or paradox. This prayer also has three distinct
moments:
• Speak a prayerful word for all those who are impacted by one ‘side’ of the reality.
• Call to mind the people who find or place themselves on another ‘side.’
• Pray for ‘us’ (as God see us... ALL of us) aware of how the group is connected to
this reality and how we hold this reality together within our own hearts.
Resource for Praying the News:
Sojourners has a Daily News Digest of stories related to peace and justice. You can find
the day’s top ten stories on their website: http://blog.sojo.net/category/daily-news-digest/.
You can also sign up to receive the digest by e-mail.
Our Point of View:
Facilitate a group discussion: Imagine a different group of participants for this Just Peacemaking
module that included a majority of individuals (a) who are affected by violence at home,
especially low-income and people of color, (b) who are veterans of any age, (c) who are military
families, (d) who are health care and social services professionals and (e) who are employees of
the defense department or military contractors. How would that groups discussions differ from
ours about just peacemaking?
More Film Nights
Watch Bringing Down a Dictator, which tells the inside story of how Slobodan Milošević was
brought down – not by smoke and flames – but by a courageous campaign of political defiance
and massive civil disobedience. Winner of a Peabody Award, the film was narrated by Martin
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Sheen and premiered on PBS in March 2002. It is 56 minutes long. Very inexpensive used copies
available from Amazon.
Extra discussion: The work of Gene Sharp was very central to the events in Serbia and have
been used by many subsequent "people power" nonviolent campaigns, including those recently
during the "Arab Spring". Learn more about Gene Sharp and his work through the Albert
Einstein Institute here: http://www.aeinstein.org/.
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A

APPENDIX II – NEXT STEPS

From Pax Christi USA
We’re excited that your group has completed the Just Peacemaking module, and
we’d like to challenge you to think about next steps in order to take what you
have prayed about and studied and put it into action. Our discipleship is only as
authentic as our willingness to take action on our values and beliefs. Below you
will find a list of possibilities for next steps.
1. Join Pax Christi USA. If you are not already a member, add your voice to the
voices of thousands of your Catholic brothers and sisters who are acting and
advocating for peace with justice in our world. You can join through our website,
http://www.paxchristiusa.org, or contact our national office in Washington, D.C.
Send an e-mail to info@paxchristiusa.org, call 202-635-2741, or write us at Pax
Christi USA, 1225 Otis Street, NE, Washington, D.C. 20017.
2. Start or join a local Pax Christi community. Pax Christi USA has 250 local
communities, in 105 dioceses, in 38 states across the nation. Contact us at the
information listed in #1 above to find a community close to you. If there is no
community in your area, start one! We have a free organizing toolkit for starting a
local group with a dozen resources to get you started. Contact us and we’ll send
one out to you.
3. Continue your exploration of Christian nonviolence through other resources
available from Pax Christi USA. A number of free resources, like our
Peaceweavings series, is available for download on our website. Resources for
sale are available in our online store at the website.
4. Consider taking the Vow of Nonviolence with members of your group or with
others in your community who would like to try and live the vow over the course
of the coming year. The Vow can be taken anytime. Some parishes have included
it within a special liturgy at a significant time during the year (Martin Luther
King, Jr. Holiday, New Year, etc.). Some groups have taken the Vow as part of a
service at which the bishop of their diocese presides and leads them in the taking
of the Vow. The Vow is available on the Pax Christi USA website.
5. Identify a local issue related to peace, or a national issue which has a local tiein. Strategize for how you can organize your community to begin a campaign
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addressing this issue. You can use a variety of components in your campaign,
from letter-writing to leafleting, direct action and prayer vigils, study groups,
media promotion, and more. Pax Christi USA’s national office can help you and
provide resources for taking action on an issue.
6. Spread the word using particular sessions of this module to reach a larger
audience within your church, school or community. Show one of the films
highlighted in the module. Offer a retreat experience incorporating sections of the
sessions. Print an excerpt from one of the readings in your bulletin. Spread the
word to a larger audience!
7. Invite a speaker from Pax Christi USA to speak at your parish, school or
community. Contact the national office for a list of speakers.
8. Subscribe to Pax Christi USA’s free e-mail service for regular Prayer-StudyAct e-bulletins, special alerts, electronic resources for Advent and Christmas, and
more. You can subscribe on the Pax Christi USA website under the tab “ENetwork.”
9. Make a donation to Pax Christi USA. From our work in Cite Soleil, the poorest
slum in Haiti and the entire Western Hemisphere, to the halls of Congress in
Washington, D.C., we need your support to act and advocate for peace and
justice. You can make a tax-exempt donation easily through our secure website,
by contacting our national office by phone, or by sending a check. Consider
becoming a “sustainer” of the work for peace with justice. Sustainers donate a set
amount, charged to your credit card or directly from your bank account, every
month. It is easy, environmental and it helps us plan for the future knowing we
have a dedicated stream of sustaining members. Contact the national office to
become a sustainer.
Fill out the evaluation on this module and send it back in to JustFaith Ministries.
We want to know what effect this module has had and what steps it has led you to
once you have completed it. Thanks so much for your participation!
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JustFaith Ministries
A Multilayered Ministry of Formation
Congratulations on completing a JustFaith Ministries
(JFM) JustMatters module. JFM provides programs that
transform people and expand their commitment to social
ministry. Through these life-changing opportunities,
members of a church can study, explore and experience
Christ’s call to care for the poor and vulnerable in a lively,
challenging, multifaceted process in the context of a small
faith community.
Jack Jezreel, M.Div., the founder and Executive
Director of JustFaith Ministries, introduced the original
JustFaith program in 1989 while working in a parish in
Louisville, Kentucky. It was immediately and dramatically
successful. Since then, over 20,000 people have participated in various JustFaith Ministries
programs in over 1,200 churches across the country.
JustFaith Ministries, in conjunction with its partners, makes available introductory
workshops, curriculum, resources, a website, and support services. While JustFaith Ministries
was born from the success of the JustFaith program, the organization now includes the
following new layers of opportunity for faith formation.
JustFaith focuses on discipleship and the call to be about God’s dream of justice and
compassion in a world scarred by the domestic and global crisis called poverty.
Engaging Spirituality presents a spiritual deepening process that invites small groups to explore
the intersection between contemplative presence and social action.
JusticeWalking (J-Walking) is a process that forms small communities of older teens and adults
to engage in a spiritual journey and exploration of the radical call of the Gospel.
College JusticeWalking (J-Walking) is a semester- long “Discipleship Journey” that forms small
communities of college students as they experiment with living the Gospel message and the
social implications of our faith.
JustFaith Ministries is able to offer these programs through the generosity of donors.
JustFaith Ministries also provides an online document, Taking Action Resource Guide
(http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/takeaction_resourceguide.pdf) to help participants learn more
and get involved in this and other issue.
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APPENDIX III – RESOURCES

A

JustFaith Ministries:

www.justfaith.org

Pax Christi USA:

www.paxchristiusa.org

Books:
Cordaro, Tom. Be Not Afraid: An Alternative to the War on Terror. (Pax Christi USA, 2008)
Link to study guide: http://tinyurl.com/justfaith-org.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bole, William, Drew Christiansen, SJ, and Robert T. Hennemeyer. Forgiveness in
International Politics. (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2004).
Brown, Robert McAfee. Religion and Violence: A Primer for White Americans.
(Westminster Press, 1993).
Ceika, Mary Ann and Thomas Bamat. Artisans of Peace: Grassroots Peacemaking Among
Christian Communities. (Orbis, 2003) .
Jegen, Mary Evelyn. Just Peacemakers: An Introduction to Peace and Justice. (Paulist
Press, 2006).
Lederach, John Paul. The Moral Imagination: The Art and Soul of Building Peace. (Oxford
University Press, 2005).
Long, Edward LeRoy. Facing Terrorism: Responding as Christians. (Westminster Press,
2004)
Massingale, Bryan N. Racial Justice and the Catholic Church. (Orbis, 2010).
Schlabach, Gerald. Just Policing, Not War: An Alternative Response to World Violence.
(Liturgical Press, 2007).
Schreiter, Robert and R. Scott Appleby. Peace-building. ( Orbis, 2010).
Stassen, Glen. Just Peacemaking: Ten Practices to Abolish War. ( Pilgrim Press, 1998).
Wink, Walter. The Powers That Be: Theology for a New Millennium. (Doubleday, 1998).

Online Resources:
•

Decade to Overcome Violence: Churches Seeking Reconciliation and Peace 2001-2010. An
initiative of the World Council of Churches. www.overcomingviolence.org
146
This document is intended for use by groups who have registered for Just Peacemaking during the 2011-2012 program cycle. All materials are copyrighted ©2012.
Do not copy, share, forward, or reuse without express permission. Please refer questions and requests to JustFaith Ministries so that we may assist you.

JustFaith Ministries | 502-429-0865 | www.justfaith.org

•
•
•
•

Nuclear weapons: www.globalzero.org and www.globalpriorities.org
U.N. Peace Education: www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/peace/index.asp
U.S. military spending and costs of war: www.nationalpriorities.org
World Health Organization: www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/en

Compiled resources and webliographies:
•
•

A select bibliography on conflict transformation and peace:
www.peacemakers.ca/bibliography/bib40christian.html
Nonviolence and Nonviolent Direct Action by Maire A. Dugan. In Beyond Intractability,
University of Colorado. http://www.beyondintractability.org/bi-essay/nonviolent-directaction

•

Peacemaking in the Catholic Tradition. Created by St. Peter’s College Library, Jersey City, NJ.
http://www.spc.edu/pages/1815.asp

•

Pace e Bene, Nonviolence Resources:
o books http://paceebene.org/sites/default/files/Nonviolence_Bibliography.pdf
o videos http://paceebene.org/sites/default/files/engage-nonviolencevideos.pdf

Other:
Engaging our Conflicts. Another module from JustFaith Ministries was a collaboration with Pace
e Bene. The focus of this 8-session module is on the theology and practice of active nonviolence
in real issues that a group decides to focus on. See the description here:
http://justfaith.org/programs/justmatters-m_engagingourconflicts.html
•
•
•
•
•

Voices for Creative Nonviolence. http://vcnv.org/
Pace e Bene, Education Resources and Action for Nonviolent Change.
http://paceebene.org/
Women's Action for New Directions (WAND), Faith Seeking Peace; http://www.wand.org/
The Einstein Institute and the work on direct nonviolence by Gene Sharp
http://www.aeinstein.org/
Waging Nonviolence, a source for news, analysis, and original reporting about nonviolent
activism, as well as for discussion of the theory behind it.
http://wagingnonviolence.org/category/actions/civilian-peacekeeping/
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Research and explore a plethora of possibilities for peacemaking, such as the following:










Individual ministry to perpetrators or victims, such as restorative justice, prison ministries,
work with gangs, reconciliation with youth in post conflict situations, reintegration of
former child soldiers, conflict management training in post conflict situations
Developing or talking about peaceful alternatives (peace communities in Colombia, IsraeliPalestinian collaborative projects, intentional communities in the United States)
Peace education curriculum being offered in high schools, colleges and elsewhere
Interreligious and interethnic dialogue and cooperation
Efforts with mediation, conflict resolution, track II diplomacy, "interposition" such as
- Christian Peacemaker Teams ("Getting in the Way") http://www.cpt.org/
- Nonviolent Peace Force, http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
- Witness for Peace, http://witnessforpeace.org
- Reconciliation work in Rwanda, The Congo such as the African Great Lakes Initiative
http://www.aglifpt.org
Corporate social and environmental responsibility, shareholder actions such as the
Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility http://www.aglifpt.org
Work inside the “system” to make it less violent and militaristic - educators, activists,
professionals, government officials, musicians
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