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Post-Immersion Follow-up 
 

The New Evangelization is an invitation to acknowledge the saving power at work in [the lives of the poor] and to put 
them at the centre of the Church’s pilgrim way. We are called to find Christ in them, to lend our voice to their causes, 
but also to be their friends, to listen to them, to speak for them and to embrace the mysterious wisdom which God 
wishes to share with us through them. 
 
– Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 
 
 

The Post-Immersion follow-up may be conducted either within individual small groups (groups set 
their own meeting time and place) or as a program-wide event, in which all participants from all 
groups gather together (coordinator sets the meeting time and place).  

Schedule this event between Sessions Seven and Eight. Allow enough time for participants to 
complete an Immersion Experience before the follow-up.   

Time Frame: 1 ½ to 2 hours (including social time afterwards) 
 

Materials Needed:    
 Pillar candle (a tall round candle) 

 Small tea lights or votive candles – one for each Immersion Experience site 

 Matches 

 Bible  

 Participant handout from the Immersion Experience OR participant binders (wherever 

participants have written notes from their experience)  

 Optional: Opening or closing song: “Lead Me Lord” by John D. Becker 

 

 Assign reading parts as indicated in the script. 

 

 

If the parish conducts the Post-Immersion follow-up as a program-wide event, please also 

do the following:  

 

 Ask participants to prepare their Good News Stories prior to the gathering (see participant 

binder for more details).  

 Display teams’ Good News Stories on tables around the perimeter of the meeting area.  

 Set up a table with the pillar candle and the small candles around it.  

 Set up tables for seating (1 per small group). 

 

 Optional: Provide (or ask groups to provide) refreshments for social time after the event. 
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Post-Immersion Follow-up: For Small Groups 
Opening 
 

Facilitator:  
Good news is made manifest when our love of God and 
love of neighbor compel us to reach beyond our comfort 
zone and into relationship with others. When we open 
ourselves to relationship with those on the margins of 
society, we encounter “the mysterious wisdom which God 
wishes to share with us through them.” 

Today we gather to reflect on our Immersion Experiences 
and to share our stories. This was an invitation to see the 
connection between love and justice by going to places in 
the community where faith, hope, and love in action are 
alive. As we reflect on our visit, let us continually ask 
ourselves how we can be bearers of light and hope for one 
another and how we can foster authentic relationships 
beyond our faith community.  

Let us take a few moments of quiet to center ourselves in 
God’s presence. 

(Pause for silence.) 

 

Prayer 
 

Candle Lighter:  
Place the pillar candle in the center of the group. 
Around this candle, place one small votive light for each site visited. 
Light the central pillar candle. 
 

Reader 1:  Please respond: The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  

 
Candle Lighter: One by one, light the votives as the reader continues: 
 
Reader 1:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 

into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
in visiting, feeding, clothing, and caring for God’s children. 
 

All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
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Reader 1:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 
into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
in building relationships across lines that separate us from one another.  

 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 1:  Loving God, we thank You, 

for opening our eyes and touching our hearts with good news, 
for renewing our lives and our communities. 

 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 1:  In all we do, may we be light for one another. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Scripture Reading: The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-40) 
 

Reader 2:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
(Pause for silent reflection.) 
 
 

Sharing and Reflection 
 

Facilitator:  
Jesus led his followers out of their familiar environments and into encounters with people from 
all walks of life, especially with those considered outcasts. Together they visited, ate with, and 
befriended people on the fringes of society. While they reached out to people in the towns and 
villages of Palestine, they were conversely touched by those whom they allowed to reach into 
their lives. Through expressions of solidarity like visiting, socializing, sharing food and stories, 
teaching and healing, the disciples felt God’s Reign breaking into their lives.  
 
(Pause.) 
 
You were invited to be attentive to the Reign of God unfolding as you encountered people living 
and working on the margins of society. We live out our call as disciples when we offer our love 
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and mercy to others and allow them to love us and bestow mercy on us. In this way, we extend to 
one another the holy blessing God has given to us.  
 
(Pause.) 
 
Consider your own Immersion Experience. Recall the faces of the people you met, the 
conversations shared, the impressions made, and the connections formed.  
When you are ready, take a candle from the table and share your experience with us. Feel free to 
share your journal reflections, photos, or stories. When you are finished, replace the candle on the 
table. 
 
Allow sufficient time for everyone to share or offer their reflections.   
 
When everyone who wants to speak has spoken, conclude with the closing prayer. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Reader 3:  Let us remember the names, the faces, and the stories of those people who 
touched us during our Immersion Experience.  

(Pause.) 
May our individual and collective experiences be a source of ongoing reflection on 
the many ways we are called and invited to be good news for each other.  

(Pause.) 
May we come to know, at the deepest level and in every circumstance and trial, 
that we must bear Christ, be Christ, and recognize Christ as we encounter others. 

(Pause.) 
As disciples, our primary mission is to share in the light of Christ with everyone 
we meet.  

(Pause.) 
Through our works of love and justice, may we both give and receive God’s 
mercy each and every day.   

 
Amen. 
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Post-Immersion Follow-up: For All Participants Together 
Opening 
 

Facilitator/leader:  
Good news is made manifest when our love of God and 
love of neighbor compel us to reach beyond our comfort 
zone and into relationship with others. When we open 
ourselves to relationship with those on the margins of 
society, we encounter “the mysterious wisdom which God 
wishes to share with us through them.” 

Today we gather to reflect on our Immersion Experiences 
and to share our stories. This was an invitation to see the 
connection between love and justice by going to places in 
the community where faith, hope, and love in action are 
alive. As we reflect on our visit, let us continually ask 
ourselves how we can be bearers of light and hope for one 
another and how we can foster authentic relationships 
beyond our faith community.  

Let us take a few moments of quiet to center ourselves in 
God’s presence.  

(Pause for silence.) 

 

Prayer 
 

Candle Lighter:  
 
Light the central pillar candle. 

 
Reader 1:  Please respond: The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  

 
Candle Lighter: One by one, light the votives as the readers continue: 
 
Reader 1:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 

into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
in visiting, feeding, clothing, and caring for God’s children. 
 

All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 2:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 

into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
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in building relationships across lines that separate us from one another.  
 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 3:  Loving God, we thank You, 

for opening our eyes and touching our hearts with good news, 
for renewing our lives and our communities. 

 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 3:  In all we do, may we be light for one another. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
 

Scripture Reading:  The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-40) 
 

Reader 4:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
(Pause for silent reflection.) 
 
 

Sharing and Reflection 
 

Facilitator/leader:  
Jesus led his followers out of their familiar environments and into encounters with people from 
all walks of life, especially with those considered outcasts. Together they visited, ate with, and 
befriended people on the fringes of society. While they reached out to people in the towns and 
villages of Palestine, they were conversely touched by those whom they allowed to reach into 
their lives. Through expressions of solidarity like visiting, socializing, sharing food and stories, 
teaching and healing, the disciples felt God’s reign breaking into their lives.  
 
(Pause.) 
 
You were invited to be attentive to the reign of God unfolding as you encountered people living 
and working on the margins of society. We live out our call as disciples when we offer our love 
and mercy to others and allow them to love us and bestow mercy on us.  In this way we extend to 
one another the holy blessing God has given to us.  
 
(Pause.) 
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Consider your own Immersion Experience. Recall the faces of the people you met, the 
conversations you had, the impressions made, and the impact they had. When you are ready, 
share your reflections with your small group. You may wish to share your journal reflections, 
photos, or stories. 
 
Allow 20 minutes for discussion at small group tables.   
 
Facilitator/leader: After small group discussion, offer the chance for teams to share with everyone. Ask teams 
that wish to share to come forward one at a time and offer a 1-2 minute highlight from their Immersion 
Experience. 
 
When everyone who wants to speak has spoken, offer a word of thanks for the gathering. 
Conclude with the closing prayer. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 
Reader 5: Let us remember the names, the faces, and the stories of those people who 

touched us during our Immersion Experience. 
(Pause.) 

May our individual and collective experiences be a source of ongoing reflection on 
the many ways we are called and invited to be good news for each other.   

(Pause.) 
May we come to know, at the deepest level and in every circumstance and trial, 
that we must bear Christ, be Christ, and recognize Christ as we encounter others. 

(Pause.) 
As disciples, our primary mission is to share in the light of Christ with everyone 
we meet.   

(Pause.) 
Through our works of love and justice, may we both give and receive God’s 
mercy each and every day.  

 
   Amen. 
 
 
 

Optional: Conclude with time for refreshments 
and communal celebration! 
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