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Planning 

The Closing Celebration, or Good News Gala, brings all GoodNewsPeople participants together to 
mark the culmination of the GoodNewsPeople journey. It is an opportunity to explore next steps 
together (such as participating in another JustFaith Ministries program or serving with a JustFaith 
Ministries Partner or other organization). As noted in the Immersion documents, the Good News 
Gala is also an opportunity for participants to learn about the variety of Immersion Experiences that 
happened within the parish (if groups did not come together for the Post-Immersion follow-up). 

After the Immersion Experience, participants were invited to create Good News Stories from their 
experiences. Consider displaying these for longer than this gathering so that all parishioners can 
benefit from the information. The Immersion documents also asked you to invite representatives 
from the Immersion agencies to the closing celebration.   

All participants attend this event. Small groups sit together.  

We recommend a social gathering at the conclusion of the Good News Gala. This allows time for 
participants to learn about the agencies and to continue sharing and celebrating the journey together. 

 
Preparation Tasks: 

 Set the Good News Gala location, date, and time. 

 Decide with facilitators who will contact agencies visited during Immersion Experiences to 
invite them to send a representative or literature about their work for the event. 

 Secure the pastor’s or deacon’s participation. 

 Reserve the meeting space. 
o Be sure to plan to set up tables for Immersion Experience agency representatives to 

display information and talk to people. Include table space for participants’ 
Immersion Good News Stories, preferably integrated with the corresponding 
agency’s display.  

 Notify/invite all facilitators and participants. 

 Call (or facilitators call) agencies.  

 Ask church musicians to play background music and lead the group in opening, reflective, 
and closing songs.  

 Reconfirm (or facilitators reconfirm) details with agency representatives: 

 Time and place of Good News Gala 

 Length of event: 90 minutes for the formal event (110 minutes, if agency 
representatives are participating) plus 30 minutes to 1 hour for the social gathering 

 After reconfirmation, make sure you have enough tables reserved to accommodate the 
agencies and displays of Immersion Good News Stories. 

 Identify readers and clarify responsibilities. Some additional responsibilities may include: 
o Providing refreshments; 
o Ensuring a DVD player and projector are available and functioning. 

  

Enjoy the Good News Gala and social time afterwards!  
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Set Up:  

 Arrange the room (see Sample Room Set-up, page 10):  

o Set up group tables (round, if available; 1 per group). 

o Put podium at the front of the room. 

o Place the Paschal candle or comparable freestanding candle near the podium. 

o Use flowers and other decorations to create an inviting, festive environment. 

 Check sound equipment for musicians – or use a CD and CD player. 

 Set up the DVD player and projector. 

 Set up tables for Immersion displays. Mark tables so agency representatives and participants 
know where to set up their information.  
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Materials Needed:  

 CD Player; DVD Player 

 Sound system, microphone 

 Matches 

 Taper candle, Paschal candle 

 Paper and pens 

 Colorful pillar candles (one for each 
table) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

On the podium:  

 A Bible marked at John 15:1-8 and 
Matthew 28:19-20 
 

At each round table:  

 Tablecloths and flowers  

 Paper and pens for note-taking 

 Discernment Map – with copies for 
each participant.  

 (Optional) Copies of the Closing 
Prayer 

 

At the close of the event:  

 Refreshments for social time 

 

 

Suggested Timing: 

Activity Timing 

Opening 10 min 

DVD 5 min 

Small-group Sharing 15 min 

Optional: Stories from Immersion 
Experience Agencies 

20 min* 

Calling upon the Spirit 15 min 

Reflecting Together and Small-group 
Sharing 

35 min 

Sending Forth 10 min 

Total 
90 minutes/110 
minutes* 
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Outline and Script 

Opening Song 

 [Possible songs include: “Servant Song” by Richard Gillard, “Here I Am” by John Michael Talbott, or 
 “Servant Song” by Donna Marie McGargill] 
 

Opening Rite 

 When the group has assembled, the cantor or musician invites all to stand for the opening song. 
 The coordinator leads the procession carrying a lit candle. Behind the coordinator, the procession should 
 include: someone carrying the cross; the priest or deacon carrying the Bible; and facilitators with a pillar candle 
 (one for each table). 
 
 While the coordinator lights the Paschal candle from the procession candle using a taper, the priest or deacon 
 stands behind the podium holding up the Bible. When the candle is lit, the priest or deacon places the Bible 
 on the podium. The coordinator then lights the facilitators’ candles as they stand facing the rest of the group 
 and remain there during the introduction.  

 
Priest or Deacon:  Let us begin in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Priest or Deacon:  We gather today to celebrate and reflect on where we have been and where we 
are going. We began our journey of prayer, reflection, dialogue, and learning several months ago 
with a desire to grow into a deeper understanding of what it means to live as a disciple today. We 
not only explored the good news in Scripture together, but shared our own good news stories. As 
disciples, we are gathered in order to be sent out. Today we reflect on where our call to discipleship 
might be leading us. 
 
 Facilitators lift the candles they are holding as the priest or deacon speaks:  
Priest or Deacon:   
We reflect on the presence of Christ’s light throughout our journey. 
We have the power to share that light.  
We are the only Gospel some people ever hear. 
We can become the Good News when we gather together in small community. 
There the Spirit of Jesus becomes a felt presence among us   
as we break open our lives and feed each other with our stories of joy and struggle. 
We become the body of Christ, a vessel of God’s love and light,  
when we welcome and connect, when we share our stories, when we listen,  
and when we open the circle to others.  
May we be light in our world. 
 
 Facilitators return to their tables and place the candle in the center of the table. 

 
DVD – Disc Two: Closing Plenary 

Leader: Introduce the concluding segment of the GoodNewPeople DVD. 
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Small-group Sharing 

Leader: Take a few moments to reflect silently on your experience over these past weeks and 
months, from your first meeting as a group to your concluding session. What resonates with you 
now? 

 Allow 1 minute of silence. 

Leader:  At your table, share one highlight from your experience of gathering, praying, and 
reflecting together. As you share, ask someone from the table to serve as the scribe and write down 
the highlights on the paper provided.  

 [Table Scribe: Write down the main ideas on the sheet of paper provided. The coordinator will collect these 
 at the end.] 

 Allow 10 minutes of small-group sharing. 

 
Optional: Stories from Immersion Experience Agencies 

 If your parish did not do a program-wide Post-Immersion follow-up, consider giving agency representatives a 
 minute or two to speak about their ministry. Depending on how many agencies send representatives, also 
 consider inviting participants (one per group) to share 1-minute highlights from their Immersion Experiences.   

 
Calling Upon the Spirit  

 When small-group sharing (or the Immersion Experience sharing) has concluded, play music to transition to 
 the next phase.  
 

 Recommended: Taize version of Veni Sancti Spiritus; recording available as a download 
 Link: http://www.giamusic.com/search_details.cfm?title_id=8084  
 or similar song calling upon the Holy Spirit. 
 
Leader:  We ask you, Holy Spirit, to come down upon us and open our ears and prepare our hearts 
to hear God’s Word. 

Reader: A Reading from the Gospel of John.  

 Read John 15: 1-8. Pause for silent reflection.  

Priest, Deacon, or Leader: Use any of these talking points to address participants:  

 In this passage Jesus is the vine, God is the farmer or vine grower, and we are the branches, 
his disciples. 

 Jesus is preparing his followers to understand how they are to “remain in him” after he is no 
longer with them physically. The life-giving Spirit will remain with them and guide them. 

 We, as disciples, draw life from the vine and from the nurturing of the vine grower. Our 
connection to the Word brings life and growth.   

 A branch cannot bear fruit on its own. Various seasons in our life will call for pruning or 
new growth; through all of it, we remain in Christ. 

http://www.giamusic.com/search_details.cfm?title_id=8084
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 By remaining rooted in the Word and by loving our neighbor, our lives will bear fruit and we 
will know God’s abundant blessing. 

 
 (Pause.)  
 

Reflecting Together and Small-group Sharing 

 In the transition to this activity, facilitators should pass out the Discernment Map to their group. 
 
Leader:  I invite you to consider some core questions flowing from John’s Gospel. Some of these 
questions are reflected in the Discernment Map you’ve just received. Take a deep breath to center 
yourself, close your eyes, if you wish, and find a comfortable position.  
 
 (Pause.)  
 
Leader:  Take a moment to remember the start of this journey when you made the decision to 
participate. What were you looking for? What hungers or desires led you to participate and reflect 
upon Jesus’ message of good news? (Pause.) In John’s Gospel we hear how we, the branches, draw 
our life from Christ, the vine. Who has accompanied you in your journey by offering Christ-like 
support? 
 
 (Pause for one full minute.) 
 
Leader:  In John’s Gospel the branches are pruned in order to be strengthened and supported, so 
that they might bear much fruit as they remain rooted in Christ. How has your experience 
strengthened or nourished you for your journey as a disciple? Have you experienced any personal 
“pruning”? What are some of the fruits or gifts of your experience? 
 
 (Pause for one full minute.) 
 
Leader:  In John’s Gospel we read how we are called to grow in discipleship, to bear much fruit.  In 
what way do you feel called to respond to the Word of God? What step on the journey are you 
ready to take to continue connecting, learning, and serving as a disciple to nourish others? What are 
you hoping for, hungry for, and prepared to do next? 
 
 (Pause for one full minute.) 
 
Leader: I invite you to open your eyes and look on the back side of the Discernment Map. In 2005, 
JustFaith Ministries (JFM) formed a formal partnership with several Catholic organizations. These 
partnerships enabled JFM and each of the partner organizations to work together to better support 
parishioners in the work of addressing issues related to poverty. These partnerships are also a way to 
collectively emphasize and support the important role of social ministry in parish life and the role of 
being Good News People. The national organizations presently partnering with JustFaith Ministries 
are: Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief Services, Maryknoll, and Bread for 
the World. How might the actions suggested on this page align with your call to be good news?  
 
 (Pause for one full minute.) 



 
 

Copyright 2014 by JustFaith Ministries  www.goodnewspeople-jfm.org  502-429-0865 

Page 8 

 
Leader:  Take some additional time to reflect silently or to respond to the discernment questions on 
the front of your Discernment Map. Allow the Spirit to speak to you in the silence. What do these 
questions or this Scripture say to your life in these times?  
 
 Allow 5 minutes for silence for people to reflect and write.  
 You may wish to play instrumental music during this time.  
 
Leader:  At your tables, I invite you now to share your reflections. I invite you especially to identify 
one thing you are interested in pursuing as a next step.  

 
 After about 20 minutes of discussion,  
Leader: On your Discernment map, in the space provided at the top of the page, write down one 
concrete commitment you are willing to make so that, as a disciple of good news, your experience 
bears fruit so you may nourish others. 

 When you get home, place this paper in a prominent place to remind you of your 
commitment. 

 Your group may wish to get together a month from now to support each other and 
encourage accountability. 

 
The Sending Forth  

Priest or Deacon:  Invite everyone to stand: 

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 Read Matthew 28:19-20. Pause.  

Priest or Deacon:  Invite the small groups to link hands around their tables.  

 Extending hands in blessing, use the closing prayer from the program: 

Word of Life, we ask you to guide us. 
We invite Your renewing Spirit to restore us.  
Open our eyes, our hearts, our minds to the good news,  
 For the Spirit of God is upon us.  

God of Hope, you gather us, anoint us, send us 
 To bring good news to those who are poor, 
      To be a light that opens the eyes of the blind, 
            To bring the hope that releases those held captive, 
And by our example, to proclaim that this is Your doing! 

Come Holy Spirit!  
Come, renew our hearts, our lives, our neighborhoods. 
Restore us, rekindle us, encourage us, 

and send us out to care, to connect, 
and to become the good news people our world needs! 

Amen. 



 
 

Copyright 2014 by JustFaith Ministries  www.goodnewspeople-jfm.org  502-429-0865 

Page 9 

 
 Offer these words of thanks and encouragement:  
While this stage of our journey together now draws to a close, this is NOT the end of the journey. It 
is, instead, the invitation to a new beginning! 
 
On behalf of the whole parish community of [your community’s name], let me express our thanks to our 
coordinator(s), all of our facilitators, and to each of you for your openness and commitment to this 
process.  
 
May God who has begun this good work in you bring it to fulfillment.   
 

Sending Song  
 The musician/s lead(s) the recessional song that reflects God’s mission for us:  
  to be light,  
  to bring hope,  

to proclaim Good News to those who are poor, 
to live the Gospel as disciples on mission. 

 
 Play the GoodNewsPeople CD or an alternative selection. 

  
Social Time 
 Invite everyone to stay and visit to enjoy the refreshments with one another and visit the tables of the social 
 service agencies and Immersion Experience Good News Stories.  
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Sample Room Set-up 
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Closing Prayer (from the participant binder) 

 

Word of Life, we ask you to guide us. 

We invite Your renewing Spirit to restore us.  

Open our eyes, our hearts, our minds to the good news,  

 For the Spirit of God is upon us.  

 

God of Hope, you gather us, anoint us, send us 

 To bring good news to those who are poor, 

      To be a light that opens the eyes of the blind, 

            To bring the hope that releases those held captive, 

And by our example, to proclaim that this is Your doing! 

 

Come Holy Spirit!  

Come, renew our hearts, our lives, our neighborhoods. 

Restore us, rekindle us, encourage us, 

and send us out to care, to connect, 

and to live as the good news people our world needs! 

Amen. 
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Next Steps to Consider as a Parish 

 

 Encourage participants to get involved in already-established ministries in the parish and 
beyond. 
 

 Host brainstorming sessions at the parish to ask participants how they can foster greater 
growth in discipleship. 
 

 Invite various groups to address the vital needs of the parish in specific ways.  Identify the 
need, then approach groups directly and challenge them to meet it. 
 

 Consider offering GoodNewsPeople a second year to continue to build parish momentum.  
This year’s participants can invite and recruit next year’s participants and serve as facilitators. 
 

 Consider offering a JustFaith Ministries program for GoodNewsPeople graduates. Refer to 
the following offerings on our website:  
http://www. justfaith.org 

o JustFaith  is a 24-session program focusing on the Gospel’s call to compassion and 
justice. Meeting weekly, small groups of 8-15 people are engaged in mind, heart, and 
body, as they explore the challenges of following Jesus today. 

o Engaging Spirituality is a 21-session program offering a spiritual deepening 
process that invites small groups to explore the intersection between contemplative 
presence and social action. 

o Just Matters Modules  are six-to-eight week modules on current issues and topics 
connecting faith and the world. 
 

 Refer to the GoodNewsPeople website page, “Continuing the Commitment,” which offers 
suggestions for getting involved with national Catholic groups working to address and 
alleviate poverty. 

o Catholic Relief Services 
o Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
o Bread for the World 
o Maryknoll 

 

 Encourage groups to stay connected as small Christian communities and to do outreach or 
service together. 
 

 Hold accountability gatherings so groups can gather and discuss in wider circles what they 
are hearing the Gospels calling them do.  Initiate reflection circles after the masses.  Invite 
the participants to invite their friends and expand the circle. 

 



These people can help me identify my 
gifts and support me on my journey:

These Words of Life capture my heart
and remain with me as a challenge:

I claim the following gifts I’ve been given: I feel drawn to respond as a disciple in 
this way:

I will respond with these action steps:

I will be accountable to the following person(s):

I have these fears and uncertainties about
the next step:

JustFaith Ministries has a formal partnership with several Catholic organizations. To learn about these partners 
and for ideas on how you can continue your discipleship journey, see reverse side.  



MARYKNOLL Discipleship Opportunities
• Subscribe to the Maryknoll O�ce for Global Concerns newsletter, NewsNotes.
• Participate in an overseas mission immersion experience hosted by 
  Maryknoll Lay Missioners.
• Become a Maryknoll Missioner or A�liate.
• Use Maryknoll’s extensive resources for prayer, group re�ection, and action.
• Find teacher/classroom resources at www.maryknoll.us.

Maryknoll.org     Maryknolla�liates.org     Maryknollogc.org 

bread.org     800-639-9400

justfaith.org  
502-429-0863

resources.crs.org          crs.org          410-625-2220

usccb.org     202-541-3372     Contact Genevieve Mougey at 202-541-3371

CRS Discipleship Opportunities
• Lead or organize CRS Rice Bowl in your parish.
• Host a CRS Fair Trade Sale.
• Lend your voice to important issues through Catholics Confront Global Poverty.
• Learn more about the CRS Gift Catalog.

CCHD Discipleship Opportunities
•  Take the poverty tour www.Povertyusa.org / www.Pobrezausa.org to learn more  
    about the e�ects of poverty in the United States.
•  Work and advocate for vulnerable members of your community by speaking to 
   your elected leaders (local and national).
•   Visit the Justice Peace and Human Development pages of the United States 
   Conference of Catholic Bishops website, www.usccb.org, and sign up to receive 
    the Notes for Neighbors newsletter. 
•   Discern how you are putting Two Feet of Love in Action (charity and justice) by 
   connecting to a local CCHD group in your area.

BREAD FOR THE WORLD Discipleship Opportunities
• Live out your discipleship by becoming a member – for free!

• Participate! Write a letter or send an email message to your members of Congress 
    about helping people move out of poverty and feed their families.

• Use Bread’s educational resources (many of them free).

Continue the journey with 
others in your community:
• Become a facilitator for a new 
 GoodNewsPeople group in your parish.

•  Learn more about Catholic social teaching  
 by registering for the JustFaith program.

• Become involved in one of the outreach  
 ministries offered by your parish.

Deepen your personal 
faith journey:
• Practice daily prayer, Lectio Divina, and  
 spiritual reading.

•  Continue to implement the virtues in your  
 daily life.

• Facilitate EngagingSpirituality, the  
 JustFaith Ministries program that  
 connects contemplation and action.

•  Organize a network to pray for social  
 concern realities.

Help to shape a better world:
• Help develop or support a new ministry 
 in your area for and with a group that is  
 underserved.

•  Engage with the JustFaith Ministries  
 Partner organizations listed on this page.

• Participate in legislative advocacy  
 through your state Catholic Conference, 
 a Partner organization, or individually.

•  Learn about socially responsible and  
 sustainable investing.

Discerning Next Steps on the GoodNewsPeople Journey
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