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Planning 

The Kick-off brings all participants together to celebrate the beginning of the GoodNewsPeople 
journey. It is a time for prayer and small-group introductions and sharing. Small groups sit together. 

We recommend a social gathering at the conclusion of the Kick-off. This allows time for 
participants to mix and mingle.  

 
Preparation Tasks: 

 Set the Kick-off date and time. 

 Reserve the meeting space. 

 Secure the pastor’s or deacon’s participation. 

 Secure the facilitators’ participation. 

 Ask church musicians to play background music and lead the group in a closing song.  

 Personally invite participants to attend (during Informational Meeting). 

 Publicize Kick-off details in the bulletin, on the parish calendar, and on the parish website.  

 Identify readers and clarify responsibilities. Some additional responsibilities may include: 
o Providing refreshments; 
o Ensuring a DVD player and projector are available and functioning. 

 
Set-Up: 

 Arrange the room (see Sample Room Set-up, page 8):  

o Set up group tables (round, if available; 1 per group). 

o Put podium at the front of the room with a table in front of it to hold candles and 
participant binders.  

o Place the paschal candle or comparable freestanding candle near the podium. 

o Use flowers and other decorations to create an inviting, festive environment. 

  Check sound equipment for musicians – or use a CD and CD player. 

 Set up the DVD player and projector. 
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Materials Needed: 

 DVD Player, LCD projector, 
extension cord 

 GoodNewsPeople DVD – Disc 
One: Opening Plenary (8 min) 

 Matches 

 Taper candle 

 CD Player (if not using musicians) 

 GoodNewsPeople CD (if not 
using musicians) 
 

At each round table:  

 Tablecloths and flowers 

 Nametags, markers 
 

On the podium:  

 A Bible marked at Luke 4:16-22; 
Matthew 25:31-40 

 Copy of intercessory prayers for 
facilitators to read (page 9) 

 

 

On the large table:   

 A colorful tablecloth 

 colorful pillar candles – one for 
each group 

 Sets of participant binders, pre-
stacked for groups and marked 
with facilitator names, if group 
sizes vary 

 A large glass bowl 

 A glass pitcher of water 

 A short evergreen branch (for 
sprinkling rite) 
 

At the close of the event:  

 Refreshments for social time 
 
 

 
 

Suggested Timing: 

Activity Timing 

Opening 10 min 

Pillar Candle Lighting 10 min 

Words of Commendation 10 min 

DVD – Disc One: Opening Plenary 10 min 

Small-group Sharing 30 min 

Sprinkling Rite 10 min 

Sending Forth 10 min 

Total 90 minutes 
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Outline and Script 

 As participants arrive, direct them to their group’s table and ask them to put on a nametag.  

Opening Rite 

 When everyone is seated, dim the lights.  

 Pause in silence. 

 Light the central (paschal) candle. 

 

Pastor or Deacon:  

We begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

We gather together today to begin a journey of faith, hope, and love. 

We gather as a community to bring the light of Christ to a world in need. 

We gather to grow as a community of faith as we discover what it means to be disciples in today’s 
world. 

We are surrounded by problems bigger than ourselves,  
 needs that we cannot fill,  
 anxieties in difficult and uncertain times, 
  injustice and hardship before us, and  
 a yearning for hope all around us. 

We turn to the Word of Life to guide us.  

We ask for God’s renewing Spirit to restore us.  

Let us open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts to the Good News. 

 

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

Read Luke 4:16-22.  Pause for silent reflection. 

 

Pillar Candle Lighting 

Priest, Deacon, or Leader: Invite the facilitators (one from each table) to come forward, take a pillar candle 
 from the center table, and light it from the paschal candle with a taper. 

 

Intercessory Prayers (page 9) 

Facilitators come forward one by one, candle in hand, to the podium to offer a prayer. Facilitators stand 
facing the gathering until all have shared a prayer.  

 

Facilitator 1: The response to our prayers is, “Bring light to our lives.” 

 Facilitators read the intercessory prayers.  
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Priest, Deacon or Leader:  

This is our time to shine! 

The Spirit of God is upon us.  

God has gathered us, anointed us, and sent us: 

To bring good news to those who are poor, 

To be a light that opens the eyes of the blind, 

To bring hope that releases those held captive, 

And by our example, to proclaim that this is God’s doing! 

 

 Facilitators return to their tables and place the lit candle in the center before taking a seat. 

 

Words of Commendation 

Priest, Deacon or Leader: Use any of these talking points to address participants. 

Hopes and vision for the process: 

 This is a sacred time.  

 We are about to embark on a journey together, to share stories, learn lessons, and build 
 relationships that will open our eyes and lives to something new and good. 

 We are about to make connections that will bring life and light to each of us gathered here, 
to our parish community, and to our wider world. 

 In every life there is holiness and hunger waiting to be noticed and expressed. 

 There is such power in our presence to the God in one another and in our call to be the light 
of Christ for others. 

 Let us take a moment to be mindful of our baptismal call.   

 This time together is a gift and promises to bring us closer to one another, to the needs of 
our neighbors, and to the Gospel of life and light.  

Short reflection on the Good News message of the Gospel: 

 We are the only Gospel many people ever hear. 

 We become this Good News when we come together in small community. 

 The Spirit of Jesus becomes a felt presence among us as we break open our lives and feed 
each other with our stories and struggles. 

 We become the body of Christ to God’s people, when we welcome and connect with 
“Christ in disguise”― God’s people who are excluded, exploited, and suffering. 
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Words of thanks and encouragement:  

 On behalf of the whole parish community of … let me express our thanks to all of you for 
your openness and commitment to this process.  

 May God, who has begun this good work in you, bring it to fulfillment.   

 

DVD – Disc One: Opening Plenary 

Leader:  Introduce the DVD segment which gives an overview of the program. 

 

Small-group Sharing 

Leader:  We invite you now to take some time to introduce yourselves within your group by 
answering several questions. Facilitators will begin by taking the candle and answering the questions 
and then they will pass the candle to the next person. Here are the questions:  

 What do you prefer to be called (your name)?  

 What drew you to this program? 

 What does Good News mean to you? 

 

 Repeat the questions. When the candle has come full circle, the facilitator returns it to the center of the table. 

 Note: Facilitators will confirm with the group the date, time, and location of Session One. 

 

Sprinkling Rite & Distribution of Materials 

Leader:  Now we will ask … to come forward to bless the binders and bless each of us as we begin 
this journey. 

Priest or Deacon: Make the sign of the cross over the binders on the front table. Say any words of blessing deemed 
 appropriate. Then pour water from the pitcher into the glass bowl. Picking up the bowl of water and the 
 evergreen branch, walk between the tables and bless the people, sprinkling each group. After the sprinkling 
 rite place the bowl and branch back on the table.   

 Note: You may wish to play an instrumental song or CD during this rite. 

 

Leader:  I now invite the facilitators to come forward to pick up the binders - one for each member 
of your group at your table. 

 

Facilitators:  Pick up the GoodNewsPeople participant binders on the front table and bring them to your group. 
 Give each participant a binder and ask them to write their name on the cover. When everyone has a binder, 
 the leader offers a brief explanation of the binder: 
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Leader:  

 This is your personal companion for the fourteen sessions of GoodNewsPeople. You will 
use it at each small-group gathering. 

 It includes Sacred Scripture, readings and stories, journal questions, and space for you to 
record your thoughts and reflections. 

 Before each session, we ask you to to be still with daily scripture passages, reflect on 
readings, and respond to a journal question. These materials are offered as preparation for 
the session.  

 Note that there is a reading (but no Scripture or journal question) for Session One. We also 
ask that you review the group guidelines, found in the opening pages of your binder, before 
Session One. 

 

Sending Forth 

Pastor or Deacon:  Please stand. (Pause.) A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 Read the passage from Matthew 25:31-40. After the Gospel, people remain standing during these or similar 
 remarks:  

Close your eyes!  

Call to mind the places where this Gospel is being lived out right now in our world! 

Imagine what our neighborhoods could look like if every one of us, if every follower of Jesus, 
took these words to heart. 

Bringing this Good News to life is only possible with the help of the Holy Spirit, to encourage us 
and move us. 

Open your eyes, take your binder, and turn to the prayer on the back of the middle tab.  

Together let us pray:   

 Read the prayer from middle tab of participant binder; also on page 10 of this document. 

 

Sending Song 

The musician/s lead the recessional song OR play it from the GoodNewsPeople CD. 

 See sheet music with music and words –in Coordinator Resource Center under Especially for Coordinators. 

 

Social Time 

 Invite everyone to stay and visit to enjoy the refreshments with one another.   
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Sample Room Set-up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Podium 

 
Paschal Candle 

Large table –Candles for each group 
 Sets of participant binders for each group  

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

 
Table  

(1 group) 

Projection Screen for DVD 



 

Copyright 2014 by JustFaith Ministries  www.goodnewspeople-jfm.org  502-429-0865 

Kick-off • Page 9 

Intercessory Prayers 

 

The response to our prayers is, “Bring light to our lives.” 

1. For those around the world who bear the burden of dehumanizing poverty,  

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

2. For people near and far who suffer from the pains of hunger,  

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

3. For the multitudes whose daily bread is deprivation,  

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

4. For countless people who wrestle with debt and the indignities of joblessness,    

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

5. For the millions in cities and slums whose suffer violence and live in fear,     

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

6. For all people, whose voice and vision go unheeded, 

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

7. For the poor ones closer to home, on the fringes of our communities, 

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

8. For the wealth of gift and possibility which poor people offer, 

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

9. For those in need in our own families and neighborhoods, 

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 

10. For the healing of our world divided between those who hold out and those who hold back, 

Spirit of Jesus…  Bring light to our lives. 
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Closing Prayer (from the participant binder) 

 

Word of Life, we ask you to guide us. 

We invite Your renewing Spirit to restore us.  

Open our eyes, our hearts, our minds to the good news,  

 For the Spirit of God is upon us.  

 

God of Hope, you gather us, anoint us, send us 

 To bring good news to those who are poor, 

      To be a light that opens the eyes of the blind, 

            To bring the hope that releases those held captive, 

And by our example, to proclaim that this is Your doing! 

 

Come Holy Spirit!  

Come, renew our hearts, our lives, our neighborhoods. 

Restore us, rekindle us, encourage us, 

and send us out to care, to connect, 

and to become the good news people our world needs! 

Amen. 
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Program Season Planning Checklist 
 

General 
Timing 

Task 
Person 

Responsible 
Completed 

 
 
 

Between 
program weeks 

1 through 6 
 

Prepare for the Immersion Experience. 

Read Immersion Experience and Post-Immersion 
Follow-up (consult as needed). 

  

Choose either program-wide or small-group 
format for Post-Immersion follow-up; if a 
program-wide event, set and publicize 
date/time/place.  

  

Recommended: Create a list of local agencies 
that participants may contact for the Immersion 
Experience (see pgs. 6-8 of Immersion Experience 
resource). 

  

Assign Works of Mercy to small groups 
(between Sessions Four and Six). 

  

 
 

Between 
program weeks 

5 through 7  
 

Coordinate mid-term survey and roster collection; see Coordinator 
Resource Center for details. 
Remind facilitators and participants to complete 

the Season One Survey. 

  

Work with facilitators to gather and submit 

small-group rosters to JustFaith Ministries.  

  

 

Between 
Season One 
and Season 

Two  

Coordinate Immersion Experience and Post-Immersion follow-up.  

Coordinate Immersion logistics with facilitators.   

Coordinate Post-Immersion logistics with 

facilitators. 

  

 
Between 

program weeks 
8 through 14  

Coordinate Season Two details.  

Make sure facilitators have Themes from Catholic 

Social Teaching for Session Twelve (available in 

the Coordinator Resource Center or for 

purchase in the Books and Video store). 

  

Read Good News Gala (consult as needed).   

 
Between week 

13 and 
program 

conclusion 

Coordinate program wrap-up. 

Finalize details for the Good News Gala.   

Host Good News Gala.    

Remind facilitators and participants to complete 

the Season Two Survey. 

  

 

https://resources.justfaith.org/GoodNews-People-Promotional-Items/
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Glossary 

  Anawim A word which originally meant “overwhelmed by want” in Hebrew but which became 
a part of religious vocabulary denoting those aware of their dependence upon God. i 

  

Catechism A popular summary, usually in book form, of Catholic doctrine about faith and morals 
and commonly intended for use within programs of formal catechesis. The official and 
most authoritative Catholic catechism is the Catechism of the Catholic Church.ii 

 
 

Catholic Social 
Teaching 

The Church's teachings about building a just society and living lives of holiness amidst 
the challenges of modern society. These teachings are based on Scripture, as well as 
papal, conciliar, and episcopal documents. Key elements of Catholic social teaching 
include: The Life and Dignity of the Human Person, Call to Family, Community and 
Participation, Rights and Responsibilities, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, The 
Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers, Solidarity, and Care for God's Creation.iii 

  

Charism Charisms are graces of the Holy Spirit which directly or indirectly benefit the Church, 
ordered as they are to her building up, to the good of men, and to the needs of the 
world.iv 
 
There are … special graces, also called charisms after the Greek term used by St. Paul 
and meaning “favor,” “gratuitous gift,” “benefit.” Whatever their character—
sometimes it is extraordinary, such as the gift of miracles or of tongues—charisms are 
oriented toward sanctifying grace and are intended for the common good of the 
Church. They are at the service of charity which builds up the Church. v  

 
 

Complacency An instance of usually unaware or uninformed self-satisfaction.vi 

 
 

Disciple A word which means “learner,” it is used to describe those who hear and follow the 
teaching of Jesus, not only in New Testament times but in every age.vii 

  

Discernment The process of choosing the best loving action, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit…Consciously inviting God into major decisions.viii 

  

Evangelization 
(Catholic context) 

A term referring to the comprehensive process in which the Gospel is announced, the 
message is accepted, and the recipient becomes a member of the believing community. 
 

The witness to the Christian message offered by the life of the evangelizer is more than 
a mere preparation for the Gospel; it is a part of the evangelization process itself… The 
evangelizing process does not end with the establishment of the Church but with the 
sending out of a new generation of apostles.ix 
 
The proclamation of Christ and his Gospel by word and the testimony of life, in 
fulfillment of Christ’s command. x 
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Laity The faithful who, having been incorporated into Christ through Baptism, are made part 
of the people of God, the Church. The laity participate in their own way in the priestly, 
prophetic, and kingly functions of Christ. Laity are distinguished from clergy (who have 
received Holy Orders) and those in consecrated life.xi 

 
 

Lectio Divina A way of praying with Scripture through divine or sacred reading of the text. A method 
of experiencing God's presence in and through the inspired word.  Lectio divina involves 
reading a passage from Scripture prayerfully and reflectively multiple times. Each new 
reading allows listeners to sink deeper into the heart of God's word.xii 

 
 

Marginalized People who are relegated to a powerless position within a society or group.xiii 

  

New Evangelization The new evangelization is the Church's ability to renew her communal experience of 
faith and to proclaim it within the new situations which, in recent decades, have arisen 
in cultures. 
 
The new evangelization responds to a demand that the Church have the courage to rise 
to the occasion in order to take bold steps in revitalizing her spiritual and missionary 
vocation. Christian communities, affected by the strong social and cultural changes 
taking place, need once again to find the energy and means to ground themselves 
solidly in the presence of the Risen Christ, who animates them from within. They must 
allow themselves to be guided by his Spirit so that they can newly experience the gift of 
communion with the Father which is theirs in Jesus Christ, and, in turn, offer to others 
this same experience as the most precious gift that can be possessed.xiv 

  

Preferential Option for 
the Poor 

An option for the poor is a commitment by individual Christians and the Christian 
community at every level to engage actively in a struggle to overcome the social 
injustices which mar our world. To be genuine it must come from a real experience of 
solidarity with the victims of our society. This means that one aspect of an option for 
the poor has to do with sharing in some degree in the lives, sorrows, joys, hopes, and 
fears of those who are on the margins of society. Without this, the attempt to serve the 
interests of “the poor” will be patronizing—and it will make them feel more powerless 
and dependent than ever.  
 
An option for the poor is a commitment to resist the structural injustice which marks 
our world. The person who makes such an option is undertaking to work to change the 
unjust economic, social, and political structures which determine how power and 
resources are shared out in the world—and also in the Church.xv 

  

Social Justice The respect for the human person and the rights which flow from human dignity and 
guarantee it. Society must provide the conditions that allow people to obtain what is 
their due, according to their nature and vocation.xvi 
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Solidarity Not just a vague feeling of compassion but a firm and persevering determination to 
commit oneself to the common good. Solidarity must be practiced between individuals, 
professions, classes, communities, and nations, as all must be committed to the 
common good and to overcoming the alienation and injustice oppressing so many.xvii 

 
 

Vocation A call from God to all members of the Church to embrace a life of holiness. 
Specifically, it refers to a call to live the holy life as an ordained minister, as a vowed 
religious sister or brother, in a Christian marriage, or in a single life.xviii 

   

                                                           
i Murphy, Roland E, Joseph A Fitzmyer and Roland Edmund Murphy. The New Jerome Biblical Commentary. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice 
Hall, 1990. Print. #34:55. 
ii Singer-Towns, Brian, Janet Claussen and Clare Vanbrandwijk. The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth. Winona, MN: Saint Marys Press, 
2004. Print. 
iii Sharing Catholic Social Teaching; Challenges and Directions. USCCB. Washington, DC: United States Catholic Conference, Inc., 1997. 
iv Church, Catholic. Catechism Of The Catholic Church, Second Edition. Promulgated By Pope John Paul II.. USCCB, 2000. Print. #799. 
v Ibid., #2003. 
vi Mish, Frederick C. Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, Inc., 2009. Print. 
vii The Essential Catholic Handbook: A Summary Of Beliefs, Practices, And Prayers : With A Glossary Of Key Terms And Cross-Referenced to 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church.. Rev. & updated ed. Liguori, Mo.: Liguori Publications, 2004. Print. 
viii Singer-Towns, Brian, Janet Claussen and Clare Vanbrandwijk. The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth. Winona, MN: Saint Marys Press, 
2004. Print. 
ix Dwyer, Judith A and Elizabeth L Montgomery. The New Dictionary of Catholic Social Thought. Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1994. 
Print. 
x Church, Catholic. Catechism Of The Catholic Church, Second Edition. Promulgated By Pope John Paul II.. USCCB, 2000. Print.  (Glossary) 
xi Ibid., (Glossary) 
xii JustFaith Ministries. Good News People Participant Binder. Louisville, KY: JustFaith, Inc. 2013. 
xiii Mish, Frederick C. Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, Inc., 2009. Print. 
xiv The New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith, Instrumentum Laboris 
xv Dorr, Donal. Option For The Poor. Maryknoll (New York): Orbis Books, 2005. Print. 
xvi Church, Catholic. Catechism Of The Catholic Church, Second Edition. Promulgated By Pope John Paul II.. USCCB, 2000. Print.  (Glossary) 
xvii Dwyer, Judith A and Elizabeth L Montgomery. The New Dictionary of Catholic Social Thought. Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1994. 
Print. 
xviii Singer-Towns, Brian, Janet Claussen and Clare Vanbrandwijk. The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth. Winona, MN: Saint Marys Press, 
2004. Print. 
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  Overview: 

 

 The Immersion Experience is an act of witness (not a direct service 

experience). 

 All small groups sign up for a work of mercy and visit an organization 

doing related work. 

 Immersion site suggestions are provided. 

 Groups divide into teams of three to five people. 

 Each team contacts a different agency to visit. 

 After the visit, groups (or all participants) gather for Post-Immersion 

follow-up. 

 The visited agencies are invited to the Closing Celebration. 
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Immersion Experience Introduction 
 
The New Evangelization is an invitation to 
acknowledge the saving power at work in [the lives of 
the poor] and to put them at the centre of the Church’s 
pilgrim way. We are called to find Christ in them, to 
lend our voice to their causes, but also to be their 
friends, to listen to them, to speak for them and to 
embrace the mysterious wisdom which God wishes to 
share with us through them. 
 
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 
 
 

ood news is made manifest when our 
love of God and love of neighbor 
compel us to reach beyond our 

comfort zone and into relationship with others. 
When we open ourselves to relationship with 
those on the margins of society, we encounter 
“the mysterious wisdom which God wishes to 
share with us through them.” 
 
The Immersion Experience is an essential 
element of GoodNewsPeople: everyone should participate. It makes the connection between 
love and justice by sending participants to places in the community where faith, hope, and love in 
action are alive. For participants and facilitators already involved in social ministry, this is an 
opportunity to step out of personal experience and witness new ways and places where love and 
justice meet.  
 
This immersion is not a direct-service experience, but rather one of witness, in which participants 
visit local organizations and agencies with the invitation to open themselves to learning from and 
relationship with those on the margins of society. 
 
The Immersion Experience focuses on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy (featured in the 
artwork above). Mercy is a distinctive hallmark of our faith. The word “mercy” derives from a 
root word that means both “giving thanks” and “giving dues.” When we offer our mercy to 
others and allow them to bestow mercy on us, we extend to one another the holy blessing God 
has given to us.  
 
As disciples, our primary mission is to share in the light of Christ with everyone we meet. 
Through works of love and justice, we both give and receive God’s mercy. The Immersion 
Experience offers a chance to reflect on how we can be bearers of light and hope for one another 
and how we can foster authentic relationships beyond our faith community. At the deepest level 
and in every circumstance and trial, we must bear Christ, be Christ, and recognize Christ as we 
encounter others. 

G 
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Immersion Experience Overview  
 

Intentions: 
 

 To seek out the good news that is present and active in the community; 
 To reflect on what the good news of discipleship looks and feels like; 
 To explore how bringing about the kingdom of God involves both addressing immediate 

human needs and addressing the root causes of those needs. Loving one’s neighbor means 
active service and work for justice – it is personal and social, practical and structural.   

 

Actions: 
The Immersion Experience makes the connection between love and justice by sending 
participants to places in the community where faith, hope, and love in action are alive. During 
Session Four, the facilitator invites group members to choose a corporal or spiritual work of 
mercy on which to focus for the Immersion. During Session Six, groups use their work of 
mercy to discuss possible places to visit. The actual Immersion Experience takes place 
shortly after Session Seven.  

The purpose of the Immersion Experience is to act as witness to how this place offers good 
news to others. The goal is to learn about the organization, its mission, the people being served, 
and the stories of transformation and hope that result from the relationships formed there. The 
hope is to bring back images and stories that reveal what faith in action looks and feels like.   

During the Post-Immersion follow-up, groups will share stories from their experience. The Post-
Immersion may be done in small groups or with all GNP participants.  

 

Directions: 
 

 The coordinator assigns a work of mercy to each small group. 
 Groups schedule Immersion Experiences for after Session Seven. 
 Each group breaks into smaller teams of three to five people. 
 Each team chooses a site and schedules their own visit. No teams within a group should visit 

the same site: Allow 2-3 hours for the visit. 
 Before the second season begins, groups gather for Post-Immersion follow-up: this may be a 

small-group or program-wide activity (see Post-Immersion document for more details).  Allow 
2 hours to process, reflect, and pray. 

 

 

Note: At the Closing Celebration, representatives from ministry sites will be invited to present 
a display from their agency to provide opportunities for GoodNewsPeople participants to 
deepen or widen their involvement. Groups’ Good News Stories gathered from the Immersion 
Experience may accompany and enhance these displays.  
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Roles 
 

Role of Coordinator:   
 

Recommendation: Using pages 6 to 8 as a guide, create a list of local agencies that participants may 
contact. This resource will be useful not only for GoodNewsPeople participants, but for anyone in 
the parish who would like to get involved in social ministry.  

 

 Prior to Session Four, remind facilitators to sign up their group for a work of mercy. 
During Session Four, groups will choose their top three choices.  

 Assign works of mercy to groups by Session Six; note these on the Immersion Experience: 
Coordinator Sign-up Sheet (page 5).  

 Be sure to assign only one group to each work of mercy (unless there are more groups than 
works), so that no agency will be overburdened by repeated requests for site visits.  

 If your parish is hosting a program-wide Post-Immersion follow-up, prior to Session Six  
1) notify facilitators of the time and place of the event and 2) remind groups to have their 
Good News Stories prepared before the event (see Post-Immersion document for more 
details).   

 

Role of Facilitators: 
 

 During Session Four, consult with your group and select a work of mercy to focus on.  
(Choose your top three in case another group has already selected your first choice.) 

 Give your group’s preferences to the coordinator, who will assign works of mercy by Session 
Six. 

 During Session Six, discuss The Two Feet of Love in Action (page 10) and review Immersion Site 
Suggestions (pages 6-8) with your group to plan for the experience. 

 If your parish is hosting a program-wide Post-Immersion follow-up, notify participants of 
the time and place of the event and ask them to prepare their Good News Stories 
beforehand (see participant binder for more details) during Session Six.  

 If your parish is not hosting a program-wide Post-Immersion follow-up, set a time and place 
for your small group’s Post-Immersion follow-up (see Post-Immersion document for more 
details) during Session Six. 

 

Role of Participants: 
 

 Within the group, form teams of three to five people. 

 During Session Six, identify agencies in the area that carry out the group’s selected work of 
mercy, using the suggestions provided. 

 As teams, contact an agency and arrange a visit. (Each team visits a different site for the 
group’s work of mercy.) 

 Take notes during or immediately following the visit.  

 Take time to consider the reflection questions on the Immersion Experience pages in the 
participant binder (following Session Seven materials). 

 As a team, prepare a short Good News Story from your visit to use at the Post-Immersion 
follow-up (if the follow-up is a program-wide event) and/or at the Closing Celebration (see 
participant binder for more details).  
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Immersion Experience  
Coordinator Sign-up Sheet 

Deadline: ____________________________________ 
 

Directions: Assign each facilitator a work of mercy for the Immersion Experience or have them 
sign up using the chart below. Use each work of mercy once (unless there are more groups than 
works).   

 

Works of Mercy Facilitator & Group Place or Agency 

Shelter the Homeless  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Visit the Sick  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Visit the Imprisoned  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Feed the Hungry  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Give Drink to the Thirsty  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Clothe the Naked  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Bury the Dead  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Counsel the Doubtful  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Instruct the Ignorant  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Forgive Injuries, Bear Wrongs 
Patiently 

 
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Console the Afflicted  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 

Admonish the Sinful  
Team 1: 
Team 2: 
Team 3: 
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Immersion Site Suggestions 

The list below provides suggestions and directions for identifying appropriate visit sites in the 
community. This list is not exhaustive; you may expand and develop it.  
 

Attending to Immediate Needs: Addressing Root Causes: 
Possible Immersion Sites Possible Advocacy 

Shelter the Homeless:  
 

 Homeless shelters 

 Transitional housing programs 

 Community re-development groups: 
Affordable/safe housing advocates 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Parish building or renovation projects 

 Youth runaway shelters (e.g. Covenant 
House) 

 Catholic children’s homes/orphanages 
 

Advocate to Address some of the Root Causes of 
Homelessness: 

 Learn more about the causes of homelessness and 
advocate for low-income and affordable housing. 

 Get the facts about the connection between mental 
illness and homelessness. 

 Advocate for adequate mental health care. 

 Get the facts about homeless veterans and advocate 
for their needs. 

 Join a homeless coalition in your area. 

 Attend community hearings on shelters and the 
provision of homeless services. 

Visit the Sick:  
 

 Hospice care facilities 

 Alzheimer care centers 

 Nursing homes and rehabilitation centers 

 Rural or urban health clinics for those who 
are poor 

 Day care centers for mentally ill or 
disabled adults 

 Homebound ministries for those who are 
chronically or terminally ill 

 Holistic health and wellness centers for 
those in need 

 

Advocate for Adequate Health Care Coverage and 
Patient Care: 

 Advocate for, review, or monitor a care center’s 
patient bill of rights. 

 Get involved in wellness advocacy. 

 Learn more about Medicare/Medicaid and make sure 
seniors know their rights and their options. 

 Learn about the Family Medical Leave Act and 
encourage those with sick family members to pursue 
their options. 

 Advocate on behalf of a nursing home resident by 
volunteering and reporting abuse, monitoring their 
treatment, and advocating for their care. 

 Learn about the Older Americans Act and the rights 
of those in long-term care. 

 Explore advocacy issues affecting the ill and elderly. 

Visit the Imprisoned: 
 

 Ministry to those incarcerated 

 Community re-entry programs 

 Prison outreach ministries at men’s and 
women’s prison 

 Ministries at juvenile detention centers 

 Groups working with ex-offenders  
 

Advocate for Restorative Justice and Prison Reform: 

 Learn more about the connection between chronic 
poverty, illiteracy, and crime. 

 Advocate for restorative justice programs within the 
prison system. 

 Advocate for victim’s rights and healing for victims of 
violent crimes. 

 Explore youth violence prevention programs. 

 Learn about the Innocence Project and other 
advocacy programs. 

 Join the Catholic Mobilizing Network to abolish the 
death penalty. 
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Feed the Hungry: 
 

 Food pantries 

 Parish soup kitchens 

 Community garden programs in urban 
neighborhoods 

 Local food banks 

 Meals on Wheels programs 
 

Advocate to End Hunger: 

 Learn more about hunger-related legislation like the 
Farm Bill which includes anti-hunger programs.  

 Participate in Bread for the World’s Offering of 
Letters to end hunger. 

 Advocate to support hunger relief programs. 

 Join an anti-hunger coalition. 

 Advocate for child nutrition programs and food for 
low-income families and seniors. 

Give Drink to the Thirsty: 
Thirsting for hope, thirsty for dignity 

 

 Clean water projects locally and globally– 
safe drinking water (lead-free) 

 Migrant worker ministries 

 Outreach to seniors and shut-ins 

 Community drop-in centers 

 Migration hospitality centers or refugee 
resettlement centers 

 

Advocate to Address Thirsts of Different Kinds: 

 Learn more about the scarcity of safe drinking water 
here and around the world.   

 Advocate to prevent the privatization of water both in 
the U.S. and abroad.  

 Advocate for upholding the rights and dignity of 
migrant workers and all exploited workers. 

 Learn more about the causes of migration and the 
forces that drive migration. 

 Advocate for immigration reform that reunites 
families, secures rights, and upholds dignity.  

 Work with immigrants and migrants or contact the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 

Clothe the Naked: 
 

 Clothing closets and centers 

 Thrift stores – St. Vincent de Paul  

 Dress for Success programs 

 Shoes or coats for kids programs 
 

Advocate to Clothe People in Dignity: 

 Learn more about the plight of low-wage garment 
workers both in the U.S. and overseas. 

 Advocate for the just treatment of garment workers 
including safe and humane working conditions, just 
wages, and adherence to overtime and labor laws. 

 Support sweatshop-free merchants. 
Bury the Dead: 

 St. Joseph of Arimathea ministries 

 Bereavement ministries 

 Ministry to grieving families of military 

 Grief counseling services 
 

Advocate for Dignified Burial: 

 Learn more about how your city or county handles 
the burials of the poor, the unidentified and the 
unclaimed. 

 Advocate for the dignified burial of the poor and 
forgotten. Many cities have cut or eliminated budgets 
to support such activities. 

Counsel the Doubtful 

 Respect Life ministries 

 Project Rachel ministries 

 Adoption agencies & foster care 

 Counseling centers for physical and 
spiritual needs 

 

Advocate for Life: 

 Learn more about the Church’s teaching on the 
Consistent Ethic of Life. 

 Advocate for the full protection and defense of all life 
from conception until natural death. 

 Advocate for adequate funding for social services. 
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Instruct the Ignorant: 

 Parish-based GED Programs 

 Literacy programs for adults 

 English as a second language ministries 

 Cultural literacy and life skills programs for 
resettling refugees 

 Anti-racism work or agencies 

 GED and job training programs 

 Career readiness and development programs 
for disadvantaged persons 

 Employment ministries 

 Job training for mentally and physically 
disabled 

Advocate for Education and Literacy Programs: 

 Learn about the poverty-education link. 

 Advocate for funding to support early childhood 
learning programs and adult literacy programs. 

 Advocate for adequate funding for education and 
teacher training and recruitment programs. 

 Advocate for GED funding as well as job-
readiness or retraining programs. 

 Advocate to secure the moral and economic 
supports for family life. 

 Attend School Board meetings; work with 
teachers to learn their needs. Advocate for 
robust education budgets. 

Forgive Injuries, Bear Wrongs Patiently: 

 Restorative justice work 

 Nonviolent communication skill work 

 Conflict resolution classes and peace-building 
work 

 Anti-bullying work 
 

Advocate for Programs of Forgiveness and 
Reconciliation: 

 Advocate for prison restorative justice programs. 

 Learn more about nonviolent communication 
skills and using them in a group or community. 

 Support the international peace-building efforts 
of organizations like Catholic Relief Services and 
Pax Christi International. 

Console the Afflicted: 

 Pregnancy crisis centers 

 Disaster relief agencies 

 Rape crisis centers 

 Addictions counseling ministries and support 
groups 

 Domestic violence shelters 
 

Advocate to Address Afflictions: 

 Advocate to protect and defend human life and 
dignity. 

 Advocate for budgets for disaster relief work. 

 Advocate for tougher sentences for perpetrators 
of rape and domestic violence. 

 Advocate for adequate budgets for addiction 
counseling and drug-free youth initiatives. 

 Learn about the Catholic Church’s response to 
domestic violence, “When I Call for Help.” 

Admonish the Sinful: 

 Catholic Worker – Simplicity movements 
overcome the sin of greed and consumption. 

 Pax Christi – Peace work overcomes the sin 
and ravages of war and destruction and seeks 
to address the root causes that lead to violence. 

 Pro-Life advocacy efforts and organizations – 
overcome the sin of the destruction or denial 
of human life and promote the right to life and 
the rights of the terminally ill. 

 Environmental care for God’s creation – 
Stewardship projects overcome the sin of the 
misuse of the earth’s resources. 

 Human trafficking and pornography 
prevention work – overcomes the sin of 
human exploitation and raises awareness. 

Advocate to Make a Difference: 

 Advocate to promote and protect religious 
liberty. 

 Advocate to promote the common good by 
protecting human rights and dignity. 

 Advocate for the protection of the weak and 
vulnerable, for victims of violence and war. 

 Advocate for a more peaceful world through 
morally acceptable means. 

 Advocate to protect the resources of the planet 
and promote environmental stewardship. Join 
the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change. 

 Advocate to end human trafficking and all forms 
of exploitation. Join the Coalition of Catholic 
Organizations Against Human Trafficking. 

 



•   Expand access to 

       affordable housing

•  Work to improve the  

    education system

• Extend legal protection  

  to unborn children

•  Support  

  environmental 

   protection laws

•  Participate in a 

living wage campaign

•   Promote peace

•   Advocate for 

  international   

  assistance

SOCIAL  

JUSTICE

REMOVE ROOT CAUSES

IMPROVE STRUCTURES

  MEET BASIC NEEDS   AID INDIVIDUALS•  Volunteer at homeless shelters•  Tutor children
•  Assist women who face a    crisis pregnancy
• Participate in a community beautification program•  Donate to food pantries and  clothing closets•   Sponsor a  
refugee family

•   Raise money  for an overseas   development    project

CHARITABLE  WORKS

The Two Feet of Love in Action
“The conscience is called by this social teaching to 

recognize and fulfill the obligations of  
justice and charity in society.”

–Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 83

“Social justice. . . concerns 
the social, political, and 
economic aspects and, 
above all, the structural 
dimension of problems and 
their respective solutions.”

–Compendium, no.  201

“The Church cannot neglect 
the service of charity any 
more than she can neglect 
the Sacraments and the Word. 
. . . Those who are able to make 
offerings in accordance with their 
means. . . to support orphans, 
widows, the sick, and those who for 
other reasons find themselves in need, 
such as prisoners and foreigners.”

– Pope Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, no. 22

katherine
Text Box
Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice. 
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Reflect: Witnessing Good News 
 

The New Evangelization is an invitation to acknowledge the saving 
power at work in [the lives of the poor] and to put them at the centre 
of the Church’s pilgrim way. We are called to find Christ in them, to 
lend our voice to their causes, but also to be their friends, to listen to 
them, to speak for them and to embrace the mysterious wisdom which 
God wishes to share with us through them. 
– Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 

 
 
During your Immersion Experience… 
 
Be lovingly present to all that you see, hear, and 
experience.   
 
Listen actively and whole-heartedly to the staff, the 
volunteers, and especially those being served. 
 
 

Consider these questions as you listen to people’s stories. Take a few minutes after your visit to write 
some notes. These questions are also in your binder for further consideration.  
 
 
Where are faith, hope, and love in action alive? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does this experience challenge, surprise, or inspire you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do Pope Francis’ words (above) resonate with you?  
 
 

 



Post-Immersion            

(502) 429-0865
www.justfaith.org
Copyright 2014 by JustFaith Ministries 
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Post-Immersion Follow-up 
 

The New Evangelization is an invitation to acknowledge the saving power at work in [the lives of the poor] and to put 
them at the centre of the Church’s pilgrim way. We are called to find Christ in them, to lend our voice to their causes, 
but also to be their friends, to listen to them, to speak for them and to embrace the mysterious wisdom which God 
wishes to share with us through them. 
 
– Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 
 
 

The Post-Immersion follow-up may be conducted either within individual small groups (groups set 
their own meeting time and place) or as a program-wide event, in which all participants from all 
groups gather together (coordinator sets the meeting time and place).  

Schedule this event between Sessions Seven and Eight. Allow enough time for participants to 
complete an Immersion Experience before the follow-up.   

Time Frame: 1 ½ to 2 hours (including social time afterwards) 
 

Materials Needed:    
 Pillar candle (a tall round candle) 

 Small tea lights or votive candles – one for each Immersion Experience site 

 Matches 

 Bible  

 Participant handout from the Immersion Experience OR participant binders (wherever 

participants have written notes from their experience)  

 Optional: Opening or closing song: “Lead Me Lord” by John D. Becker 

 

 Assign reading parts as indicated in the script. 

 

 

If the parish conducts the Post-Immersion follow-up as a program-wide event, please also 

do the following:  

 

 Ask participants to prepare their Good News Stories prior to the gathering (see participant 

binder for more details).  

 Display teams’ Good News Stories on tables around the perimeter of the meeting area.  

 Set up a table with the pillar candle and the small candles around it.  

 Set up tables for seating (1 per small group). 

 

 Optional: Provide (or ask groups to provide) refreshments for social time after the event. 
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Post-Immersion Follow-up: For Small Groups 
Opening 
 

Facilitator:  
Good news is made manifest when our love of God and 
love of neighbor compel us to reach beyond our comfort 
zone and into relationship with others. When we open 
ourselves to relationship with those on the margins of 
society, we encounter “the mysterious wisdom which God 
wishes to share with us through them.” 

Today we gather to reflect on our Immersion Experiences 
and to share our stories. This was an invitation to see the 
connection between love and justice by going to places in 
the community where faith, hope, and love in action are 
alive. As we reflect on our visit, let us continually ask 
ourselves how we can be bearers of light and hope for one 
another and how we can foster authentic relationships 
beyond our faith community.  

Let us take a few moments of quiet to center ourselves in 
God’s presence. 

(Pause for silence.) 

 

Prayer 
 

Candle Lighter:  
Place the pillar candle in the center of the group. 
Around this candle, place one small votive light for each site visited. 
Light the central pillar candle. 
 

Reader 1:  Please respond: The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  

 
Candle Lighter: One by one, light the votives as the reader continues: 
 
Reader 1:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 

into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
in visiting, feeding, clothing, and caring for God’s children. 
 

All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
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Reader 1:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 
into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
in building relationships across lines that separate us from one another.  

 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 1:  Loving God, we thank You, 

for opening our eyes and touching our hearts with good news, 
for renewing our lives and our communities. 

 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 1:  In all we do, may we be light for one another. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Scripture Reading: The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-40) 
 

Reader 2:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
(Pause for silent reflection.) 
 
 

Sharing and Reflection 
 

Facilitator:  
Jesus led his followers out of their familiar environments and into encounters with people from 
all walks of life, especially with those considered outcasts. Together they visited, ate with, and 
befriended people on the fringes of society. While they reached out to people in the towns and 
villages of Palestine, they were conversely touched by those whom they allowed to reach into 
their lives. Through expressions of solidarity like visiting, socializing, sharing food and stories, 
teaching and healing, the disciples felt God’s Reign breaking into their lives.  
 
(Pause.) 
 
You were invited to be attentive to the Reign of God unfolding as you encountered people living 
and working on the margins of society. We live out our call as disciples when we offer our love 
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and mercy to others and allow them to love us and bestow mercy on us. In this way, we extend to 
one another the holy blessing God has given to us.  
 
(Pause.) 
 
Consider your own Immersion Experience. Recall the faces of the people you met, the 
conversations shared, the impressions made, and the connections formed.  
When you are ready, take a candle from the table and share your experience with us. Feel free to 
share your journal reflections, photos, or stories. When you are finished, replace the candle on the 
table. 
 
Allow sufficient time for everyone to share or offer their reflections.   
 
When everyone who wants to speak has spoken, conclude with the closing prayer. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Reader 3:  Let us remember the names, the faces, and the stories of those people who 
touched us during our Immersion Experience.  

(Pause.) 
May our individual and collective experiences be a source of ongoing reflection on 
the many ways we are called and invited to be good news for each other.  

(Pause.) 
May we come to know, at the deepest level and in every circumstance and trial, 
that we must bear Christ, be Christ, and recognize Christ as we encounter others. 

(Pause.) 
As disciples, our primary mission is to share in the light of Christ with everyone 
we meet.  

(Pause.) 
Through our works of love and justice, may we both give and receive God’s 
mercy each and every day.   

 
Amen. 
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Post-Immersion Follow-up: For All Participants Together 
Opening 
 

Facilitator/leader:  
Good news is made manifest when our love of God and 
love of neighbor compel us to reach beyond our comfort 
zone and into relationship with others. When we open 
ourselves to relationship with those on the margins of 
society, we encounter “the mysterious wisdom which God 
wishes to share with us through them.” 

Today we gather to reflect on our Immersion Experiences 
and to share our stories. This was an invitation to see the 
connection between love and justice by going to places in 
the community where faith, hope, and love in action are 
alive. As we reflect on our visit, let us continually ask 
ourselves how we can be bearers of light and hope for one 
another and how we can foster authentic relationships 
beyond our faith community.  

Let us take a few moments of quiet to center ourselves in 
God’s presence.  

(Pause for silence.) 

 

Prayer 
 

Candle Lighter:  
 
Light the central pillar candle. 

 
Reader 1:  Please respond: The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  

 
Candle Lighter: One by one, light the votives as the readers continue: 
 
Reader 1:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 

into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
in visiting, feeding, clothing, and caring for God’s children. 
 

All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 2:  The light of people living and working on the margins of society brings God’s Reign 

into focus. 
The Gospel is made visible, real, and tangible 
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in building relationships across lines that separate us from one another.  
 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 3:  Loving God, we thank You, 

for opening our eyes and touching our hearts with good news, 
for renewing our lives and our communities. 

 
All Respond:  The light of God’s love illuminates the darkness.  
 
Reader 3:  In all we do, may we be light for one another. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
 

Scripture Reading:  The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-40) 
 

Reader 4:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
(Pause for silent reflection.) 
 
 

Sharing and Reflection 
 

Facilitator/leader:  
Jesus led his followers out of their familiar environments and into encounters with people from 
all walks of life, especially with those considered outcasts. Together they visited, ate with, and 
befriended people on the fringes of society. While they reached out to people in the towns and 
villages of Palestine, they were conversely touched by those whom they allowed to reach into 
their lives. Through expressions of solidarity like visiting, socializing, sharing food and stories, 
teaching and healing, the disciples felt God’s reign breaking into their lives.  
 
(Pause.) 
 
You were invited to be attentive to the reign of God unfolding as you encountered people living 
and working on the margins of society. We live out our call as disciples when we offer our love 
and mercy to others and allow them to love us and bestow mercy on us.  In this way we extend to 
one another the holy blessing God has given to us.  
 
(Pause.) 
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Consider your own Immersion Experience. Recall the faces of the people you met, the 
conversations you had, the impressions made, and the impact they had. When you are ready, 
share your reflections with your small group. You may wish to share your journal reflections, 
photos, or stories. 
 
Allow 20 minutes for discussion at small group tables.   
 
Facilitator/leader: After small group discussion, offer the chance for teams to share with everyone. Ask teams 
that wish to share to come forward one at a time and offer a 1-2 minute highlight from their Immersion 
Experience. 
 
When everyone who wants to speak has spoken, offer a word of thanks for the gathering. 
Conclude with the closing prayer. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 
Reader 5: Let us remember the names, the faces, and the stories of those people who 

touched us during our Immersion Experience. 
(Pause.) 

May our individual and collective experiences be a source of ongoing reflection on 
the many ways we are called and invited to be good news for each other.   

(Pause.) 
May we come to know, at the deepest level and in every circumstance and trial, 
that we must bear Christ, be Christ, and recognize Christ as we encounter others. 

(Pause.) 
As disciples, our primary mission is to share in the light of Christ with everyone 
we meet.   

(Pause.) 
Through our works of love and justice, may we both give and receive God’s 
mercy each and every day.  

 
   Amen. 
 
 
 

Optional: Conclude with time for refreshments 
and communal celebration! 
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