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Crossing Borders: Migration, Theology, and the Human Journey 

 
Reading Assignments / Table of Contents 

 
Reading assignments are from various books, pamphlets and online sources, in addition to the 
reading material included for each session in this packet.   
 
All of the online readings below are easily accessed through this web page: 
http://justfaith.org/programs/resources/jm_crossingborders-readings.html  
 

 
Topic                                             __Page 
 
Session One------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   5-12 
 

 Group Guidelines   
 Immigration Policy Fact Sheet       

 
      
Session Two-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  13-22 

  
 International Migration: A Very Short Introduction, pages 1-15  
 “Important Events in the History of GLOBAL Migration”  

fact sheet 
 “Important Events in U.S. Immigration History” fact sheet 

 
 
Session Three --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  23-26 
 

 A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey: Theological Perspectives  
       on Migration, chapter 2 by Donald Senior “Beloved Aliens and  
       Exiles: New Testament Perspectives on Migration”, pages 20-34 
 Scripture readings:  

1. Abraham:  Genesis 12:1-9; 15:14 
2. The Exodus:  Exodus 1-17  
3. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus:  Luke 2:1-5, then Matthew 2 
4. God (in Jesus, the incarnation):  Matthew 1:18-23;  

Luke 2:6-7; John 1:1-2, 14 
5. All Christians:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 21:1-4 

http://justfaith.org/programs/resources/jm_crossingborders-readings.html
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Session Four----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   27-34 
 

 International Migration: A Very Short Introduction, pages 1-5;   
chapter 2 “Who is a Migrant?”; chapter 3 “Migration and  
Globalization;” and chapter 4 “Migration and Development”  

 Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice: Navigating the Path to Peace,  
chapter 1 “A Gift of God, A Human Responsibility,” pages 1-12  

 Myths about Immigration available at: 
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/immigration-myths.pdf 

 Immigration Myths and Facts available at: 
http://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/reports/16628_Immigratio
nMythFacts_OPT.pdf  

 “Migration in Our Own Backyard: The U.S.-Mexico Border” fact sheet  
 
Session Five-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   35-41 
         

 Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice: Navigating the Path to  
Peace, Chapter 4, “A God of Life, A Civilization of Love”  

  “The Love of Christ Toward Migrants”, Pontifical Council for  
the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, USCCB  
(sent as a separate PDF document) 

 The legal immigration process (review this) available at:  
http://reason.org/files/a87d1550853898a9b306ef458f116079.pdf   

 Optional: “Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of Hope” 
USCCB; online document at:  http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-
and-dignity/immigration/strangers-no-longer-together-on-the-journey-of-
hope.cfm  

 
 
Session Six-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  42-50  

 
 Daniel G. Groody, “Moving Targets: Migrants, Globalization, and  

Human Trafficking,” Concilium, March 2011 (sent as separate PDF) 
 USCCB pamphlet, “On Human Trafficking” (sent as separate PDF) 
 Optional: “Modern-Day Slavery: A Palm Beach Post Special Report “Used  

and Abused,” by Palm Beach Post staff writers, December 7-9, 2003.  
Available at: 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/hp/content/moderndayslavery/reports/m
igrant_part1.html  

 
 
 
Session Seven---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  51-54 
         

 A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey: Theological Perspectives on  

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/immigration-myths.pdf
http://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/reports/16628_ImmigrationMythFacts_OPT.pdf
http://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/reports/16628_ImmigrationMythFacts_OPT.pdf
http://reason.org/files/a87d1550853898a9b306ef458f116079.pdf
http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/strangers-no-longer-together-on-the-journey-of-hope.cfm
http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/strangers-no-longer-together-on-the-journey-of-hope.cfm
http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/strangers-no-longer-together-on-the-journey-of-hope.cfm
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/hp/content/moderndayslavery/reports/migrant_part1.html
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/hp/content/moderndayslavery/reports/migrant_part1.html
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Migration, chapter 16, “¿Cuantos Más? The Crucified Peoples at 
the U.S.-Mexico Border” by Gioacchino Campese, pages 271-298 

 Welcoming Christ in the Migrant, seven page pamphlet from the USCCB, 
online 

 
 
  
 
Session Eight---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   55-62  

 
 A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey: Theological Perspectives on Migration, 

chapter 17, “Fruit of the Vine and Work of Human Hands”  
 One Family Under God: A Statement of the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Committee on 

Migration  
http://www.justfaith.org/programs/resources/pdf/jm_crossingborders/Cro
ssing Borders Session Eight - One Family Under God.pdf  

 Dying to Live: Theology, Migration, and the Human Journey (sent as a separate 
PDF)  

 “The Prescription Pad” 
 Engaging the World Together, provided as an online link: 

 http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/engagingtheworldtogether.pdf 
 JustFaith Ministries: A Multilayered Ministry of Formation and “Additional 

Resources”  
 
 
Program Evaluation 
Following Session Eight, please complete the participant evaluation.  The link to the 
online evaluation is: http://justfaith.org/JustMatters/Evaluations/immigration.html    
 
 
 
 

Thank you for participating in this important 
discussion and study! 

 

 

http://www.justfaith.org/programs/resources/pdf/jm_crossingborders/Crossing%20Borders%20Session%20Eight%20-%20One%20Family%20Under%20God.pdf
http://www.justfaith.org/programs/resources/pdf/jm_crossingborders/Crossing%20Borders%20Session%20Eight%20-%20One%20Family%20Under%20God.pdf
http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/engagingtheworldtogether.pdf
http://justfaith.org/JustMatters/Evaluations/immigration.html
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  SESSION ONE 
 
 

 

The Contemporary Debate and Public Policy 

 
Immigration is a complex issue that is reshaping the cultural, economic and political 
landscape of the planet.  Anyone who speaks of simple solutions either does not 
understand it or is not listening.  Each group in the immigration debate makes 
rightful claims to issues like “economic stability,” “American jobs,” “cultural 
integrity,” “fiscal constraints,” “National Security,” “human rights,” “property rights,” 
“labor rights,” “law and order” and many other issues.  Many are divided over this 
issue precisely because it creates fault lines between many values that are 
important to us.  Finding common ground amidst the fractious debate is not easy, 
which is the reason why it has become such an incendiary, political issue. 
 
          Daniel G. Groody  
 

 

Note to  Participants         
 
Welcome!  You are about to participate in a study of one of the most critical and 
controversial issues of our day, an issue that is affecting not only our own country 
but countries around the world.  Through reading and reflection, discussion and 
discovery, prayer and action, together you will open yourselves to being informed, 
formed, and transformed on this topic that is central to Christian identity and affects 
so many of our brothers and sisters around the world. 
 
As with many important issues facing us today, immigration is a complex and 
daunting topic, one about which we may feel we can do little to effect positive 
change.  Yet it helps to remember that immigration is not a new issue.  Since biblical 
times, people have migrated.  It is not only a political and social issue but a spiritual 
and theological one.  The Church understands itself as a “pilgrim people” who are 
called by God to journey in hope towards a promised land.  This JustFaith Ministries 
program is part of the journey, and it will root you in that pilgrimage of all who have 
gone before you.  In the first part of the book of Genesis, we read how God called 
Abraham at the age of seventy-five and said, “Leave your country, your people, and 
your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  I will make of you a 
great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great so you will be a 
blessing.”   
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Whether we are old or young, whether we are familiar with the issue of immigration 
or new to it, whether we are newly arrived to this country or have lived in the same 
place for many years, this time together is a chance to discover more about 
ourselves, our God, and the millions of people who are on the move today.   
 
You will need to bring this Participant Packet to each of the eight Crossing Borders 
sessions.  It contains the following: 

 Opening and closing prayers, 
 Reading assignments, 
 Questions for reflection and discussion.    

Your module facilitator will provide additional handouts as needed. 
 
It is important to note that this Crossing Borders program contains a lot of 
information.  Your group will not necessarily cover all of the content provided, but 
each participant is asked to read all of the Fact Sheets and to do all of the readings in 
order to inform and increase the quality and depth of your group discussions.  It is 
also important that each participant enter into this program with a willingness to 
listen well and to truly hear the other side.  If we are to come together as a nation 
and as people of faith, we must learn to be open to one another’s views, ideas, and 
positions.  We must be willing to learn from immigrants as well as one another 
about the causes of immigration/migration. We must learn to respond faithfully.  
 
Finally, please note that the facilitator has taken on the task of facilitating the 
discussions and dialogue but most likely is not an expert on the issues surrounding 
immigration/ migration.  Also, the module provides only an important introduction 
to many of the issues surrounding the topic of immigration. The group will need to 
pay close attention to time and may want to schedule additional time for dialogue 
beyond the time allotted in the module. 
 
Learning Objectives for Session One: 

1. To identify and name the complexity of the immigration issue. 
2. To identify and name the major voices in the debate and know their 

positions. 
3. To briefly and collectively address these major arguments. 
4. To identify the values and world views that shape these positions and to 

become more conscious of the moral choices that flow from them. 

 
Opening Prayer (Based on Psalm 139) 

 
Reader 1:  O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 
 
Reader 2:  You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from 
afar. 
 



 

                                              Copyrighted material                                                              7 

JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 
 

 

   

Reader 3:  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all 
my ways. 
 
Reader 4:  Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 
 
All:  Not only me and those like me, but also the least of my sisters and brothers 
around the world. 
 
Reader 5:  You hem me in, behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 
 
Reader 6:  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 
 
Reader 7:  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. 
 
Reader 8:  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my 
unformed body. 
 
All:  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
 
All:  Not only me and those like me, but also the least of my sisters and brothers 
around the world. 
 
Leader:  Our Father, we ask you, through your Holy Spirit, to be present with us 
here tonight (today), to open first our hearts, and then our eyes and our minds to 
your truth and to your transforming power.  We join together and humbly ask you 
to do a mighty work in us throughout all of these sessions so that then you might 
indeed do a mighty work through us.  In the strong name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

 
READINGS 

 
 READ the following guidelines carefully and bring them with you to the next 

session.  It is important for each participant to individually consider which of 
these guidelines will be easiest and which will be most difficult for you to abide 
by. 

 
God has created each of us uniquely, and I recognize that everyone comes to this 
experience with very different backgrounds, experiences and views.  I commit to 
honoring differences, knowing they add to the richness of the group’s experience. 
 
God frequently speaks through the unfamiliar and different.  I will listen intently in 
order to fully understand different points of view, realizing these other views will 
help with my own evolving journey. 
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Listening is an act of love and care.  I will always listen respectfully and 
constructively (i.e., no side conversations, no interruptions). 
 
How I treat another person is much more important than my opinions and 
perspectives.  I recognize that we are looking for truthful insights within potentially 
different views.  I will respectfully seek clarification of other perspectives to add 
to my understanding.  If I choose to disagree with a perspective that is different 
from mine, I will do this respectfully and lovingly. 
 
Because God made us, all persons are of equal importance and value, and all voices 
are important.  I commit to assuring that everyone has an opportunity to speak, 
and I will encourage others to speak before I speak again. 
 
God has given each of us gifts that are given in the hope and expectation that these 
gifts will be shared.  I will participate fully and share in the responsibility for the 
group’s process and experience. 
 
Trust and respect must be offered as the terms of being together in this journey of 
faith.  I will honor that everything that is shared within this group is to stay 
within this group. 
 
 

 READ the following fact sheet prior to the first session.  It provides 
important background information for the discussions you will have during 
the next session.   

 

Immigration Policy Fact Sheet 
 

Border Policy:  Recent History, Current Strategy, and Consequences 

 
Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) passed in 1986, signed into law 
January 1, 1987.  Four general provisions to decrease undocumented 
migration: 

 To limit the lure of jobs, the law put into place an employee verification 
process and that would ideally screen out undocumented workers. 

 To inhibit immigrants from attempting to cross the border, increased 
security measures were instituted and resources were provided to 
border patrol. 

 Legal residency was given to undocumented immigrants who could 
prove they had lived in the United States for at least five consecutive 
years. 

 The President was given ‘emergency immigration’ authority in case 
mass immigration began again in the future. 

Immigration Act of 1990, signed into law because the IRCA failed to live up to 
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expectations, increased border security by providing funding for hiring new 
border patrol agents, increased sanctions on employers hiring undocumented 
workers, and increased penalties for immigration violations. 

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) signed into law January 1, 
1994, significantly integrating economic relations between the US and Mexico. 

 Between 1986 and 2003, trade between the two countries increased by 
a factor of eight, the number of tourists entering the United States 
annually increased six-fold, the number of exchange students doubled, 
and the total number of border crossings by foot, car, or train went 
from approximately 114 million in 1986 to more than 290 million in 
2000.1 

 The inconsistency: 

 Brown University Professor Peter Andreas writes that “even as 
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) promotes a 
de-territorialization of the economy, U.S. border control  
initiatives reinforce state claims to territorial authority… a 
barricaded border and a borderless economy are being created 
simultaneously.”2 

 Bishop John Wester noted, “While we post a ‘no trespassing’ sign 
at our border, we erect a ‘help wanted’ sign at the workplace.”3 

Tactical changes related to border enforcement in the mid 1990s.  Border 
security—enforcement only and prevention through deterrence—has become 
the main tool in attempts to eliminate undocumented entry into the U.S. 

 Between 1986 and 1998, the number of U.S. Border Patrol officers more 
than doubled to 8,500; it is projected, as of March 2007, that by the end 
of 2008 the total number of Border Patrol agents will have increased to 
over 18,000.4 

 By 2007, the Border Patrol budget was $3 billion, an increase of almost 
thirty percent over the 2006 budget.5 

 Result:  throughout the 1990s, annual illegal immigration rates 
increased substantially at the same time funding for Border Patrol 
increased multiple times. 

                                                      
1 Douglas Massey, “Backfire at the Border: Why Enforcement without Legalization Cannot Stop Illegal 
Immigration,” in Trade Policy Analysis (Washington DC: CATO Institute Center for Trade Policy 
Studies, June 13, 2005), 4. 
2 Peter Andreas, “The Escalation of U.S. Immigration Control in the Post-NAFTA Era” Political Science 
Quarterly 113, no. 4 (1998–99), 593. 
3 Bishop John Wester, “Immigration: A Catholic Response,” Lecture, St Catherine Newman Center, 
(Salt Lake City, UT), January 28, 2008. 
4 Letter, GAO to Representative Mike Rogers, March 30, 2007, 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07540r.pdf, accessed April 11, 2008. 
5 Office of Management and Budget, “Department of Homeland Security,” 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2007/dhs.html, accessed April 10, 2008. 
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Consequences: 

 Marked increase in border deaths related to more treacherous crossing 
points. 

 It is estimated that between 1994 and 2002, at least 2,000 
migrants have died of heat exhaustion, drowning, and other 
causes while trying to cross the Southern border.6 

 Creation of underground smuggling rings that surreptitiously bring in 
unauthorized migrants. 

 Rather than risking the rugged terrain, some migrants hire 
professional smugglers, coyotes, to bring them into the country. 

 Heightened concern with the problem of human trafficking. 

 It is not unusual for coyotes, once in the country, to hold 
smuggled migrants for various forms of forced servitude, both 
labor and sex related. 

 
 

Border Policy:  A Faith Based Response 

 
In the 2003 pastoral letter Strangers No Longer, the U.S. bishops provide five 
general principles related to migration: 

 Persons have the right to find opportunities in their homeland.7 

 Persons have the right to migrate to support themselves and their 
families.8 

 Sovereign nations have a right to control their borders.9 

 Refugees and asylum seekers should be afforded protection.10 

 The human dignity and human rights of undocumented migrants 
should be respected.11 

In 2004 the bishops established the Justice for Immigrants Campaign whose 
mission is to coordinate activity among Catholic organizations to lobby on 
behalf of and achieve passage of comprehensive immigration reform.  The 
bishops hope to secure passage of legislation that will achieve: 

 Broad based legalization (permanent residency) of the undocumented 
of all nationalities.12 

                                                      
6 Evelyn Nieves, “Illegal Immigrant Death Rate Rises Sharply in Barren Areas,” The New York Times, 
August 6, 2002. 
7 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Mexican Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of Hope (Washington, DC: United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, 2003), #34-38. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
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 Path to citizenship is not amnesty, which neither expects nor 
requires anything of the undocumented immigrant in return. 

 Offered only if certain waypoint such as the payment of fines, 
back taxes, and English competency, are met by undocumented 
immigrants. 13  Failure to meet the requirements should lead to 
deportation. 

 Reform of our family-based immigration system to allow family 
members to reunite with loved ones in the United States.14 

 Reform of the employment-based immigration system to provide legal 
pathways for migrants to come and work in a safe, humane, and orderly 
manner.15 

 Abandonment of the border "blockade" enforcement strategy.16 

 Restoration of due process protections for immigrants.17 

Comprehensive Immigration Reform and the Root Causes of Immigration 

 Bishops and popes alike recognize that unlimited immigration is not an 
answer to solving the root causes of immigration.  The best solution to this 
problem is through economic, political, and cultural development.18 

Ambassador Princeton Lyman reiterated this point when he stated that global 
poverty cannot be solved by immigration alone; international economic 
development is a crucial component to the management of migration patterns, 
illegal or otherwise.19 

It is important that the bishops regularly call on governments and individuals 
alike to do what they can to bring economic stability to regions that are too 
often in a state of instability. 

 Economic development is a crucial component in the pursuit of 
economic stability for Latin American and Caribbean peoples.  
Most do not want to abandon their homeland for a better life but 
do so because they perceive, accurately or not, that a better life 
cannot be had where they are. 

 Countries that are in a particularly fortunate situation, like the 
United States, have an added obligation to assist other countries 
facing economic difficulties. 

                                                                                                                                                              
12 Justice for Immigrants Campaign, Mission Statement, 
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/learn_about_justice.html, accessed 4/13/2008. 
13 Bishop Thomas Wenski, “Wenski to Candidates: Speak Truth on Immigration Stop Demonizing and 
Scapegoating, Bishop Says,” Orlando Sentinel (January 24, 2008). 
14 Justice for Immigrants Campaign, Mission Statement. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
18 USCCB, Strangers No Longer, #102 
19 Ambassador Princeton Lyman, “The Dilemmas of Humanitarian Work,” Address to the National 
Migration Week U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops, January 8, 2008 
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Closing Prayer and Blessing 
 
Leader:   
Almighty God, we thank you that your power and grace enables us to look at the 
world with different eyes.  In your Kingdom we find healing for our world, answers 
for our problems, and fulfillment for our emptiness.  In your Kingdom we find 
strength to share and faith to express.  In your Kingdom is the Good News of your 
love and mercy.  Help us to share the love, grace, and mercy that we have received 
from you with all those we meet, especially those in most need.  We thank you for 
this time of study together and we ask that you not allow us to go forth from this 
place unmoved and unchanged by what we have learned but that we use it in the 
service of those who are most vulnerable and that through this witness we may be 
instruments of a Kingdom of life and build with you a civilization of love.  Amen. 

 
(Blessings)  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all (2 Cor 
13:14).  Amen. 

 
Leader:  May this blessing rest upon us until we meet again, and as we go in peace 
from this place let us echo the words of our bishops: 
 
In Unison:  The Church, the People of God, is required by the Gospel and by its long 
tradition to promote and defend the human rights and dignity of people on the 
move, to advocate social remedies to their problems and to foster opportunities for 
their spiritual and religious growth.20 
 
Extend a sign of peace to one another. 
 
 
Facilitator will extinguish the candle to conclude the prayer and the session. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
20

 National Conference of Catholic Bishops, “Resolution on the Pastoral Concern of the Church for People 

on the Move,” November 11, 1976, in Pastoral Letters of the United States Catholic Bishops, vol. IV, 1975-

1983 (Washington, D.C.: United States Catholic Conference, 1983), 366-67. 
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 SESSION TWO 
 
 

 

History of Migration 

 
Gripping human stories of immigrants tug at the heartstrings, reminding many 
Americans of their ancestors’ difficult journeys to this country, the conditions they 
left, the adversities they overcame, and the dreams they pursued.  Today, refugees 
fleeing political persecution risk life and limb to come to this land of hope and 
freedom.   Boat people flee Haiti in ramshackle boats and make the dangerous 
journey to America.  Impoverished migrants from Mexico, China, and many other 
countries desperately seek better lives for their families in the United States.  
Intellectually, the proverbial “nation of immigrants” cannot easily turn its back on 
these dreamers.  In practice, however, it often does.21 
 

Kevin R. Johnson 

 

Note to  Participants       
As we learned last week, the immigration debate is extremely complex and often a 
contentious issue, especially when it comes to undocumented migration.  It requires 
openness to a variety of different positions but also conscious attention to the moral 
dimensions as well, which are often neglected in public discourse. 
 
Within the time we have during these weeks together, our goal is to study this issue 
of migration more thoroughly, perhaps rethink our own positions, and determine 
how we might most effectively be involved in a positive way in solutions to the 
immigration problem.  To that end our session this week will focus briefly on the 
history of migration over time and around the world, the history of migration in the 
United States, and the history of our own ancestral migrations.  Such an approach 
entails not only reading written texts but also the personal “texts” of our lives. 
 
In advance of Session Two, you are to prepare a “Text of Your Life.”  Then during 
Session Two you will be asked to use this preparation to give a very short 
presentation to the group about your own migration history.  You will have 
approximately 3 minutes to tell your story (depending on how many are in your 

                                                      
21

 Kevin R. Johnson, Opening the Floodgates: Why America Needs to Rethink its Borders and Immigration 

Laws (New York:  New York University, 2007), 2-3. 
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group) so you will need to be selective about what information you consider and 
prepare no more than a few short paragraphs of information.  You may want to use 
the following questions to help stimulate your thinking and guide your reflection 
and preparation: 

1. From where and when did my ancestors come to the United States? 
2. Why did they come to the United States? (in one or two sentences) 
3. What were the conditions in their home country when they left? (in one or 

two sentences) 
4. What was it like to travel to the US? 
5. What was it like to arrive in the US? 
6. Are there still relatives in the home country? 
7. Do you have one short story to share in a very brief way that helps you and 

others understand their migration? 
 
Note: When possible speak to living relatives and/or family elders who had the 
most contact with the immigrant relatives.  If this is not possible, try to find out 
more about the general story of the ethnic group to which you belong (i.e., Irish 
coming to America during the Potato Famine). If possible, search personal history 
on the Ellis Island web site if the immigrant relatives came through that port:  
www.ellisisland.org.  Also, bring to Session Two a small “keepsake” item, if you have 
such a thing, that has come down through the family from the immigrant relatives 
that was brought with them when they migrated (for example: a prayer book in the 
relative’s first language, a “knick-knack” brought with them from the “old country,” 
family photo from before the migration, etc.).  
 
From these questions or others of interest, prepare a presentation for your group 
that would help them understand more of the collective and personal history of 
migration. 

 
Learning Objectives for Session Two: 

1. To understand migration as defining and ongoing aspect of human history 
2. To understand the history of migration in the United States 
3. To understand one’s own personal history of migration 

 
Opening Prayer (Based on Matthew 5:3-12 and Luke 6:20-23) 

 
Reader 1:  Blessed are you who are poor – like 75 percent of the world’s population 
who live on less than $10 per day22 –  
 
All:  For yours is the Kingdom of God. 
 

                                                      
22

 Daniel G. Groody, Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice: Navigating the Path to Peace (Maryknoll, 

NY: Orbis, 2007), 5. 

http://www.ellisisland.org/
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Reader 2:  Blessed are you who hunger now – like 30 percent of the world’s 
population who suffer from malnutrition23  … 
 
All:  For you will be filled and satisfied. 
 
Reader 3:  Blessed are you who weep now – like those families who live in 
separation and isolation when one member must migrate in order to find work … 
 
All:  For you will be comforted. 
 
Reader 4:  Blessed are the merciful – like those who provide water in the desert for 
stranded migrants … 
 
All:  For you will be shown mercy. 
 
Reader 5:  Blessed are the pure in heart – like the children who wait in hope for a 
parent who has crossed the border to return …  
 
All:  For you will see God. 
 
Reader 6:  Blessed are the peacemakers – like all people of good will who work for 
justice …  
 
All:  For you will be called sons and daughters of God. 
 
Reader 7:  Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult 
you and reject your name – like the stranger, foreigner, or alien … 
 
All:  For great is your reward in heaven. 
 
Leader:  Our Father, keep us ever mindful of our sisters and brothers who are in 
most need both here and around the globe.  Guide our study with your presence, 
and help us to come to a greater understanding of what it means to be human and 
what it means to be Christian.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who first 
came to us as a migrant, and through his death and resurrection from the dead, now 
lives and reigns with you and in us, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
READINGS 

 
 READ through the following fact sheets prior to the next session.  The 

facilitator will lead a short discussion related to these fact sheets. 
 

                                                      
23

 Ibid., 3. 
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Important Events in the History of GLOBAL Migration 
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Migration, a part of all human history, causes the intermixing of races, 
cultures, and social systems, which not only create conflict and 
controversy but also inject new life and energy into societies worldwide. 

Historically people migrate not to travel or sightsee but due to social, 
political, economic, religious, or environmental pressures, “pushed” from 
their homeland and “pulled” by the promise of a better life.  Factors such 
as the industrial revolution gave incentives for people to migrate, offering 
new opportunities for people living in impoverished areas. 

The concept of migration is central to the Christian Scriptures, and we will 
examine this topic in a later session.  Although migration has occurred 
since the beginning of time, in this session we will look at migration over 
the last two hundred and fifty years. 

Voluntary and Involuntary Migration 
Voluntary migration results when people 
freely choose to leave their homeland in 
search of better opportunities in other 
places. 

Involuntary migration results when 
people are forcibly removed from their 
home country, such as millions of 
Africans who were taken as slaves to 
Australia or the Americas.  Among these 
were also European criminals who were 
exiled to other lands and Asians who 
were trafficked for labor purpose. 
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African Migration (1750-1867).  Forcible displacement of nearly 20 million 
Africans who were sent to various parts of North, Central, and South 
America, and the Caribbean to work as slaves. 

European Migration.  Between 1815 and 1930, more than 50 million 
people left Europe for overseas destinations.  More than half came to the 
U.S., the others to countries such as Argentina, Brazil, and Canada. 

Asian Migration.  Because of famines, and political and economic crises in 
the 19th century, tens of millions emigrated from south and east Asia.  
Many, bound by labor contracts, worked on plantations in the Philippines, 
Hawaii, and the Americas. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
24 For a detailed discussion of international migration from prehistory through the present see the 
University of Leiden’s web site at:  http://www.let.leidenuniv.nl/history/migration/about.html (last 
accessed February 14, 2012).   

http://www.let.leidenuniv.nl/history/migration/about.html
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Deteriorating social, economic, and political conditions in Europe forced 
large migrations from Ireland, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Poland and 
Russia. 

After 1920 many nations, particularly those receiving the bulk of the 
immigrants, placed restrictions on immigration, tightening passport and 
visa requirements to cut voluntary migration to much smaller 
proportions. 

Totalitarian regimes forced deportation of larges masses of people, and 
other oppressive practices also increased migration patterns. 
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Hitler’s regime in Germany exterminated 6 million Jews from occupied 
Europe, deporting 2 to 3 million more. 

To the south, another 2 to 3 million German-speaking Czechs who had 
become German citizens were moved from the Sudetenland to Germany. 

Some Germans and East Europeans also migrated to other parts of the 
world. 

Post World War II:  The Case of India and Pakistan 
The 1947 partition of the Indian 
subcontinent into two independent 
states, one Hindu (India) and one Islamic 
(Pakistan), resulted in large-scale 
population transfers. 

6.6 million Muslims entered Pakistan 
from Indian territory, and an estimated 
5.4 million Hindus and Sikhs migrated to 
India. 
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The establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 resulted in the migration 
of hundreds of thousands of Jews to that state and the displacement of 
hundreds of thousands of indigenous Palestinians into neighboring 
countries. 

Another major migration of Jews to Israel began in 1989, when Soviet 
emigration restrictions were eased, and increased after the breakup of the 
Communist state. 

In 1991, virtually all the Jews in Ethiopia were airlifted to Israel. 
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 Globalization has had a big impact on migration.  Advances in 

transportation and communication facilitate migration of workers to labor 
in other countries and send earning back home to support families there. 

In 1990s Africa, millions of people migrated from native regions and 
nations fleeing famine and civil war. 

The violence that accompanied the breakup of Yugoslavia into separate, 
ethnically based states in the early 1990s forced millions to leave their 
homelands. 
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In North America migration is mainly south to north.  Millions of migrants 
from Cuba and the Caribbean, Mexico, and Latin America have settled in 
the United States, mostly in California, Florida, and Texas. 
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 Climate change and natural disasters have and will contribute to the 

displacement of millions of people. 

The recent cyclones on Myanmar, as well as hurricanes, rising tides, and 
other environmentally related challenges have forcibly displaced people 
worldwide. 

In 2005, the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in the United States provided a 
dual case study in migration. Hundreds of thousands of residents of New 
Orleans and the surrounding Gulf Coast migrated away from the region 
when their homes were destroyed or damaged—an example of internal 
migration due to natural causes. At the same time, thousands of Hispanic 
people—from the US as well as from Latin American countries—flocked to 
the Gulf Coast seeking construction job wages—an example of internal and 
external migration for social causes, in this case economic. 

 

***************** 
 

Important Events in U.S. Immigration History 
Naturalization Act of 1790: Stipulated that "any alien, being a free white person, 
may be admitted to become a citizen of the United States" (after 2 years of 
residency.) 
1798 Alien and Sedition Acts required 14 years of residency before citizenship 
and provided for the deportation of “dangerous aliens”.  Residency requirement 
changed to 5 years in 1800. 

1846 Irish of all classes emigrate to the United States as a result of the potato 
famine. 
1875: Supreme Court declared that regulation of US immigration is the 
responsibility of the Federal Government.  (Congress prohibits convicts and 
prostitutes from entering the country.) 

1882 The Chinese Exclusion Act: Prohibited certain laborers from immigrating to 
the United States.  (Suspended Chinese immigration for 10 years and barred Chinese 
in the US from citizenship.  Prohibited convicts, lunatics, and others unable to care 
for themselves from entering.  Head tax placed on immigrants.) 

1885 and 1887: Alien Contract Labor Laws prohibited certain laborers from 
immigrating to the United States.  (Unlawful to “import unskilled aliens” from 
overseas as laborers.  Regulations did not pertain to those crossing land borders.) 
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1891: The Federal Government assumed the task of inspecting, admitting, rejecting, 
and processing all immigrants seeking admission to the U.S.  (Bureau of Immigration 
established under the Treasure Department.) 

1892: On January 2, a new Federal US immigration station opened on Ellis Island in 
New York Harbor.  (To screen immigrants entering on the east coast.  Angel Island, 
constructed in 1905 and put into operation in 1910, screened those on the west 
coast.) 

1902 Chinese Exclusion Act renewed indefinitely. 

1903: Act restated the 1891 provisions concerning land borders and called for rules 
covering entry as well as inspection of aliens crossing the Mexican border.  
(Anarchists, epileptics, polygamists, and beggars ruled inadmissible.) 

1906 Procedural safeguards enacted for naturalization.  Knowledge of English 
becomes a basic requirement. 

1907 The US immigration Act of 1907: Reorganized the states bordering Mexico 
(Arizona, New Mexico and a large part of Texas) into Mexican Border District to 
stem the flow of immigrants into the United States.  (Head tax is raised.  Those with 
“physical or mental defects,” tuberculosis, and children unaccompanied by a parent 
added to exclusion list.) 

1910 Dillingham Report from Congress assumed inferiority of “new immigrants” 
from southern and eastern Europe and suggested a literacy test to restrict their 
entry. 

1917 - 1924: A series of laws were enacted to further limit the number of new 
immigrants. These laws established the quota system and imposed passport 
requirements. They expanded the categories of excludable aliens and banned all 
Asians except Japanese (“Asiatic Barred Zone”).  (Provision for a literacy test for 
those over age 16.) 

Quota Act of 1921 limited immigrants to 3% of each nationality present in the US 
in 1910.  Asians still barred but no limits on western hemisphere.  Non-quota 
categories established (Wives and children of citizens, learned professionals, and 
domestic servants not counted in quotas.) 

1922 Japanese made ineligible for citizenship. 

1924 Act: Reduced the number of US immigration visas and allocated them on the 
basis of national origin.  (Quotas changed to 2% of each nationality in US in 1890. 
Based on surnames, many anglicized at Ellis Island, not on census figures:  82% of 
all immigrants allowed in came from western and northern Europe; 16% from 
southern and eastern Europe; 2% from the rest of the world.  No distinctions made 
between refugees and immigrants, so Jewish émigrés during 1930-40s limited.  
Despite protests from many native people, Native Americans made citizens of the 
US.  Border Patrol established.) 

Annual quotas of the 1924 Act are made permanent. 

1940 The Alien Registration Act: Required all aliens (non-U.S. citizens) within the 
United States to register with the Government and receive an Alien Registration 
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Receipt Card (the predecessor of the "Green Card").  (Finger printing also required.) 

1943 Chinese Exclusion Laws repealed in the name of unity among the Allies, and 
China’s quota was set at a token 105 immigrants annually.  Basis of the Bracero 
Program established with importation of agricultural workers from North, South, 
and Central America. 

1946 Procedures adopted to facilitate immigration of foreign-born spouses, fiancés, 
and children of US armed services personnel. 

1948 Displaced Persons Act allowed 205,000 refugees over 2 years, gave priority 
to Baltic States refugees, and admitted them as quota immigrants.  Technical 
provisions discriminated against Catholics and Jews, but were dropped in 1953, and 
205,000 refugees were accepted as non-quota immigrants. 

1950 Passage of the Internal Security Act: Rendered the Alien Registration 
Receipt Card even more valuable. Immigrants with legal status had their cards 
replaced with what generally became known as the "green card" (Form I-151).  
(Grounds for exclusion and deportation are expanded; all “aliens” required to report 
their address annually.) 

1952 Act: Established the modern day US immigration system. It created a quota 
system which imposes limits on a per-country basis. It also established the 
preference system that gave priority to family members and people with special 
skills.  (Immigration and Nationality Act eliminated race as a bar to immigration 
or citizenship.  Japan’s quota set at 185 annually, China’s remained at 105, and other 
Asian countries were given 100 each.  Northern and Western Europe’s quota was set 
at 85% of all immigrants.  Restrictions on immigrants coming from British colonies 
were tightened to stem the timed of black West Indians entering under Britain’s 
generous quota.  Non-quota class enlarged to include husbands of American 
women.) 

1953 The 1948 refugee law expanded to admit 200,000 above the existing limit. 

1965 Hart-Celler Act abolished national origins quotas, establishing separate 
ceilings for the Eastern (170,000) and Western (120,000) hemispheres [combined 
in 1978].  Categories of preference based on family ties, critical skills, artistic 
excellence, and refugee status. 

1968 Act: Eliminated US immigration discrimination based on race, place of birth, 
sex, and residence. It also officially abolished restrictions on Oriental US 
immigration. 

1976 Act: Eliminated preferential treatment for residents of the Western 
Hemisphere. 

1978 Separate ceilings for Western and Eastern hemispheric immigration combined 
into a worldwide limit of 290,000. 

1980 Act: Established a general policy governing the admission of refugees.  
(Refugee Act removes refugees as a preference category; reduces worldwide ceiling 
for immigration to 270,000.) 

1986 Act: Focused on curtailing illegal US immigration. It legalized hundreds of 
thousands of illegal immigrants. The 1986 Immigration (and Control) Act is 
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commonly known as the 1986 Immigration Amnesty. It also introduced the 
employer sanctions program which fines employers for hiring illegal workers. It also 
passed tough laws to prevent bogus marriage fraud. 

1989 Bill gives permanent status to non-immigrant registered nurses who have 
lived in the US for at least three years and met established certification standards. 

1990 Immigration Act: Established an annual limit for certain categories of 
immigrants. It was aimed at helping U.S. businesses attract skilled foreign workers; 
thus, it expanded the business class categories to favor persons who can make 
educational, professional or financial contributions. It created the Immigrant 
Investor Program. (Limited unskilled workers to 10,000 annually; skilled labor 
requirements and immediate family reunification are major goals.) 

USA Patriot Act 2001: Uniting and Strengthening America by providing 
appropriate tools required to intercept and obstruct terrorism.  (Amended the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to broaden the scope of aliens ineligible for 
admission or deportable due to terrorist activities to include an “alien” who: (1) is a 
representative of a political, social, or similar group whose political endorsement of 
terrorist acts undermines US antiterrorist efforts; (2) has used a position of 
prominence to endorse terrorist activity, or to persuade others to support such 
activity in a way that undermines US antiterrorist efforts (or the child or spouse of 
such an alien under specified circumstances); or (3) has been associated with a 
terrorist organization and intends to engage in threatening activities while in the 
US.) 

Creation of the USCIS 2003: As of March 1, 2003, the US immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) becomes part of the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS). The department’s new U.S. Citizenship and US immigration Services (USCIS) 
function is to handle US immigration services and benefits, including citizenship, 
applications for permanent residence, non-immigrant applications, asylum, and 
refugee services. US immigration enforcement functions are now under the 
Department's Border and Transportation Security Directorate, known as the Bureau 
of US immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

Sources 
This blended timeline has been assembled from two sources:   

 http://www.rapidimmigration.com/1_eng_immigration_history.html  (last accessed 
December 14, 2011); and a larger timeline by Elise Guyette, Fern Tavalin, and Sarah Rooker 
who took some entries from the history section of the Office of Homeland Security website, 
http://www.flowofhistory.org/themes/movement_settlement/uspolicytimeline.php  
(Last accessed December 14, 2011.) 

More Information 

See the excellent article by Aristide Zolberg entitled “Rethinking the Last 200 Years of U.S. 

Immigration Policy”, http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=401 

(last accessed February14, 2012).  This article is based on his book, A Nation By Design: 

Immigration Policy in the Fashioning of America, published in 2006 by Harvard University 

Press and the Russell Sage Foundation. 

http://www.rapidimmigration.com/1_eng_immigration_history.html
http://www.flowofhistory.org/themes/movement_settlement/uspolicytimeline.php
http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=401
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Closing Prayer and Blessing 
 
Leader:  

As we have now learned or been reminded, we are all immigrants.  We have 
come from someplace else, and indeed this is not our final home.  We are still 
immigrants.  Tonight (today) our prayer candle takes on a new and special 
significance.  It burns in memory of all those millions throughout history and all 
over the world who have left their homes, and likely families, of origin to risk 
starting over in a new place.  And it burns in memory of our own relatives who 
made the difficult decision and the arduous journey to come to the United States.  In 
a memorial gesture I invite you now to gather here and place your keepsake on the 
table with the candle.   
 

(Pause while participants gather around the candle and place their 
 keepsake items there for the remainder of the prayer.) 
 
 God, we thank you for those who have gone before us.  We thank you for 
their lives, their faith, and their bravery.  We thank you for their sacrifices that have 
led to a better country, better world, and better life for us.  We thank you for our 
history.  We ask you to help us carry on the legacy of courage and faith.  We ask you 
to help us remember that we are all immigrants.  We ask you to help us be open-
hearted and welcoming when we meet newcomers to our place here.   
 
 (Blessing)  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
 him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 (Romans 15:13).  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Help us, God, to go in peace from this place encouraged and inspired by our 
heritage, and willing to allow what we have learned to continue to transform our 
hearts and lives.  Amen. 
 
 
Facilitator will extinguish the candle to conclude the prayer and the session. 
 
 
Participants collect their keepsake item. 
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 SESSION THREE 
 
 

 

The Bible and Migration 

 
In the search to know what it means to be human before God, Christians look to the 
Scriptures for guidance in order to navigate the complex issue of our times. The 
Bible reminds us that the debates surrounding immigration are first of all about 
human beings who are made in the image and likeness of God.  Policy debates, 
statistics, spreadsheets, and economic outcomes have their place in the debate, but 
without considering the human costs surrounding migration we have an 
impoverished sense of the core issues at stake and a diminished sense of our own 
place in the world. 

Daniel G. Groody 

 

Note to  Participants          
We have looked, so far, at the contemporary state of the immigration debate, the 
history of immigration, and the foundations of migration.  In this session we will 
look to the Bible as a text of ongoing human migration and as a guide for behavior 
towards and treatment of the migrant.  We will find that our Bible has much to offer 
on the subject.  Because the story of migration is the story of the people of God, as 
borne out in the Bible, the book of our Christian faith, our study today will help us to 
see that the migrant identity is central to our Christian identity.  

 
Learning Objectives for Session Three: 

1.   To introduce migration as one of the central themes of the Bible 
2.   To identify the story of migration in the story of the people of God 
3.   To understand that the migrant identity is central to Christian identity 

 
Opening Prayer  
 
All:  Our citizenship is in heaven.  For here we do not have an enduring city, but we 
are looking for the city that is to come (Phil 3:20; Heb 13:14). 
 
Reader 1:  Like the biblical heroes and heroines listed in Hebrews 11, we admit that 
we are aliens and strangers on earth (Heb 11:13). 
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Reader 2:  People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of 
their own (Heb 11: 14). 
 
Reader 3:  If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have 
had opportunity to return (Heb 11: 15). 
 
Reader 4:  Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one (Heb 
11:16a). 
 
Reader 5:  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 
a city for them (Heb 11:16b). 
 
Reader 6:  We too long for a better country, and wait in anticipation for the city God 
has prepared for us. 
 
All:  Our citizenship is in heaven.  For here we do not have an enduring city, but we 
are looking for the city that is to come (Phil 3:20; Heb 13:14).  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Because we are aliens and strangers in this world, we “look at societal 
issues differently.  We’re not driven primarily by political or economic expediencies 
or by partisan rhetoric but by a new set of values, a kingdom way of living on planet 
earth.  Our citizenship in heaven transcends the differences in our earthly 
nationalities.  As Christians think[ing] about…immigration, our approach must be 
grounded in that citizenship.  And the courses of action we recommend must be in 
line with biblical teaching.”25 

 
READINGS 

 
 READ each story carefully before the next session. 

1. Abraham:  Genesis 12:1-9; 15:14 
2. The Exodus:  Exodus 1-17  
3. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus:  Luke 2:1-5, then Matthew 2 
4. God (in Jesus, the incarnation): Matthew 1:18-23; Luke 2:6-7; John 1:1-2, 

14 
5. All Christians:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 21:1-4 

 
 

 READ A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey, chapter 2, “Beloved Aliens and 
Exiles.”  

 
 
 

                                                      
25

 Ibid., 142-3. 
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Closing Prayer and Blessing 
 
Leader:  Here one arrives at the bedrock of the Christian vision.  “There is no longer 
Jew or Greek, no longer slave or free, no longer male or female—all are one in Christ 
Jesus” (Gal 3:28).  This does not erode the elect status of Israel as God’s people, or by 
extension the unique role of the church, but puts the particularity of salvation 
history into a broader and inclusive framework.  God’s embrace reaches to the ends 
of the earth and all its peoples.  Here is the ultimate bond that ties the human family 
together.  Before God all are one.  Here is the bulwark against an ideology of racial 
superiority, here is the challenge to the absolute claims of national or cultural 
boundaries, here is the basis for all human dignity, including the dignity of the 
stranger in the land—the right of the migrant to cross borders, whether in fleeing 
danger or seeking opportunity; the obligation to welcome the stranger and to 
provide refuge and respect.  For the Christian all of these commitments flow 
ultimately from the biblical vision of the human family as one before 
God.26 
 The suffering of those forced to migrate reminds us of the relativity of 
national boundaries and our obligations of justice that transcend bloodlines and 
family ties and the loyalty claims of our nationality.  The face of the migrant also 
reminds us that God’s beauty embraces all of the human family and that the word of 
God is directed to the world, not simply to the family or church.27 

 
Reader 1:  We follow a great tradition.  Along with Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Ruth, 
and the disciples, we are a migrant people.  We enjoy here no permanent dwelling, 
but long for home. 
 
Reader 2:  We are also a resurrection people, rooted in a rich Christian heritage. 
 
Reader 3:  We desire to grow in the Spirit as individuals and as a community. 
 
Reader 4:  We acknowledge the gift of our lives and the demand of our calling to be   
Christ’s presence in the world. 
 
Reader 5:  We want to find ways to give food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, an   
invitation to the stranger to come inside, clothes to the naked, a cold compress to 
the sick, and a visit to the prisoner (Mt 25:35-36). 
 
All:  Our God, we ask you to help us to dare to live the life of Jesus Christ, 
transforming discouragement into hope, fear into love, and isolation into 
community.  
 

                                                      
26

 Donald Senior, “Beloved Aliens and Exiles: New Testament Perspectives on Migration,” in A Promised 

Land, A Perilous Journey: Theological Perspectives on Migration eds. Daniel G. Groody and Gioacchino 

Campese (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2008), 32. 
27

 Ibid., 33. 
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Leader:  Thank you, O God, for helping us see that migration is nothing new.  In fact, 
it didn’t even begin with us – it began with you.  You migrated to us to show us your 
great love and to save us from ourselves.  You put yourself out for us.  Please, God, 
help us to be willing to put ourselves out for those in most need, for the least of the 
children of God and for our brothers and sisters.   
  
 (Blessing)  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in  

Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and 
make you strong, firm, and steadfast.  To God be the power for ever and ever 
(1 Pet 5:10-11).  Amen. 
 

Leader:  Help us, O God, to go in peace from this place reminded that the story of 
migration is the story of your people, that it is the Christian story.  Continue to make 
our hearts so tender toward this story that it can help us understand what it means 
to be human and what it means to be Christian.  Amen. 
 
 
Facilitator concludes the prayer and this session by extinguishing the candle. 
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  SESSION FOUR 

 
 

Foundations of Migration 

 
While globalization and technological developments have given us more and more 
control over the external world, they have given us little grasp of the inner world of 
the human person and the ultimate questions of human existence.  Beyond the 
discord and disorder of the world, the bruised and broken dimensions of human 
relationships, and the emptiness and ennui of the consumer culture, there are 
enduring human questions that globalization has largely ignored and left 
unexplored.  These questions deal with loneliness and belonging, good and evil, 
peace and division, healing and suffering, meaning and meaninglessness, hope and 
despair, love and apathy, justice and injustice, freedom and slavery, and ultimately 
life and death.  These issues can be worked out only in the inner depths of the 
human heart, where we forge the metal of what we most value.28 
 

Daniel Groody 

 

Note to  Participants          
As part or our in-depth examination of the immigration debate, we first need to 
build a common language with which to speak of migrants and refugees.  Second, we 
need to understand something about the root causes of migration and the global 
scope of the migration issue today.  Thirdly, we want to focus some attention to the 
US-Mexico border, which is the most heavily traveled border in the country, both 
legally and illegally, and is the place of greatest tension and conflict in the 
immigration question in this country. 
 
Learning Objectives for Session Four 

1. To understand the foundational terminology of migration (classifications, 
definitions) and gain a vocabulary or language for speaking about migrants 
and refugees 

2. To understand the root causes of why people migrate and the connection 
between globalization and migration (the global scope) 

3. To begin to focus on the U.S.-Mexico border because it is the source of much 
of the immigration debate in the U.S. (the domestic scope) 

                                                      
28

 Daniel G. Groody, Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice: Navigating the Path to Peace (Maryknoll, 

NY: Orbis, 2007), 240. 
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Opening Prayer 
 
All:  We give thanks to you Lord, with heart and voice.  We sing a new song to tell of 
your works.  Your mighty word fills all creation with life.  Your steadfast love will 
last forever. 
 
Reader 1:  God, we thank you for uniting us together in the body of Christ, and by 
this means, filling us with hope. 
 
Reader 2:  We thank you for not only uniting us with each other here in this room, 
but with our sisters and brothers around the world.  
 
Reader 3:  We thank you especially for helping us to become more mindful of our 
sisters and brothers in most need, those who live in difficult situations, or who must 
be on the move in order to seek safety, provision, and a more dignified life. 
 
Reader 4:  Grant that in the days ahead our lips, which are able to sing your praises 
in freedom, may also courageously speak your truth –  
 
Reader 5:  That our eyes which have seen your love and mercy in our own lives may 
look with compassion on the needs of the world –  
 
Reader 6:  And, that our hands which have held the bread and the cup may be active 
in your service.  
 
All:  We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
READINGS 

 
 READ the following and become familiar with the terms and the differences 

between the terms.   
 

Foundational Terminology of Global Migration 

United Nations’ definition of “migrant” is someone living outside their own country 
for a year or more.  Does not include tourists, business travelers, religious pilgrims, 
or persons seeking medical treatment. 

International Migrants are categorized in the following three ways29: 

1. Voluntary Migrants / Forced Migrants 

                                                      
29 Khalid Koser, International Migration: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2007), 16-19. 



 

                                              Copyrighted material                                                              29 

JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 
 

 

   

Voluntary Migrants chose to leave their 
homeland because of deteriorating 
economic conditions or other situations 
which keep them from realizing their 
human dignity. 

 

Forced Migrants leave because of 
conflict, persecution, environmental 
factors such as drought or famine.  Also 
known as refugees and have different 
legal rights under international law. 
Refugees are forced migrants but not all 
forced migrants are refugees. 

2. Political Migrants / Labor Migrants 

Political Migrants leave because of 
political persecution or conflict.  A 
refugee lives outside their country of 
origin who has a well-founded fear of 
persecution because of race, religion, 
nationality, membership in a particular 
social group, or political opinion, and is 
unable or unwilling to make themselves 
available to the protection of that 
country, or to return there for fear of 
persecution.  An internally displaced 
person shares the characteristics of a 
refugee, but has not crossed any 
international borders.  Forced to flee 
their homes due to armed conflicts, 
generalized violence, violations of 
human rights, or natural or man-made 
disasters, and who have not crossed an 
internationally recognized state border. 

Labor Migrants move for economic 
reasons, to find work or better job 
opportunities and working conditions.  
Low skilled migrants are often 
compelled to migrate without 
documents, whereas high skilled labor 
migrants are often facilitated by a 
selective visa system that awards points 
for education and qualifications.  These 
include inter-corporate transferees 
(ICT’s) who move internationally but 
within the same firm, and students. 

3. Legal Migrants / Illegal Migrants 

Legal migrants pass through normal 
administrative processes of a country 
and cross through established ports of 
entry to seek employment or residence 
in another country. 

Illegal migrants enter a country either 
without documents or with forged 
documents, or who enter with legal 
documents but overstay their visa or 
work permit. 

These categories are a starting point but there is overlap between categories and 
blurring of categories.  Some refugees migrate for economic and political reasons, 
and there is some degree of voluntariness in every migration.  Even political 
refugees have options other than to leave their country.  They can stay and risk not 
being caught up in the conflict, move to another place within the country, or take 
sides in the conflict.  Others start out as one type of migrant and can transform into 
another type, for example the legal migrant who overstays his/her visa and becomes 
an irregular migrant. 
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For our purposes, there are three kinds of migrants 

1. Economic Migrants choose to leave their homeland and cross international 
borders because of economic need. 

2. Forced Migrants or Refugees choose to leave their homeland because of a well-
founded fear of persecution. 

3. Internally Displaced People are uprooted from their homeland because of war, 
violence, or poverty but have not crossed international borders. 

The word “migrant” is an umbrella term to talk about all those who are uprooted 
from their homelands.  Because terms like “alien” and “illegal” are dehumanizing, we 
will more often use the term “irregular” migration rather than “illegal” migration. 

Another definition of importance is the victim of human trafficking.  The United 
Nations defines trafficking as:  the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, 
or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, 
of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 
vulnerability, or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the 
consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of 
exploitation.  Exploitation includes, at a minimum, the exploitation of the 
prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, 
slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude, or the removal of organs.  (See the 
UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crimes and its Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.) 
 
We will look more closely at human trafficking in Session Six. 
 

 
 READ Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice: Navigating the Path to Peace, 

chapter 1 “A Gift of God, A Human Responsibility,” pages 1-12 (top). 
 

 Journal in response to the following question:  To what extent do those with 
more resources have moral obligations to help those who are poor?  Why? 

 
In the complex, often confusing, and certainly contentious immigration debate, there 
often arises a discussion of commonly held misconceptions or “myths” about 
migrants.  Some regard these myths as facts because they have some truth to them, 
but they are not founded on an adequate grasp of reality.  A more thorough 
understanding of current research challenges many of these myths and challenges 
many commonly held misconceptions about migrants.   
 

 For the following readings, don’t forget the Online Reading page:  
http://justfaith.org/programs/resources/jm_crossingborders-readings.html  
 

http://justfaith.org/programs/resources/jm_crossingborders-readings.html
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 Read Myths about Immigration available at:  
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/immigration-myths.pdf 

 
 READ Immigration Myths and Facts available at: 

http://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/reports/16628_Immigratio
nMythFacts_OPT.pdf 

 
 READ carefully the following fact sheet  

 

Migration in Our Own Backyard:  The U.S.- Mexico Border30 
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11.8 million people live in the U.S.-Mexico border area 

25% of those in the U.S. counties bordering Mexico live at or below the 
poverty line, which is double the national average (12 %) of persons living in 
poverty  

U.S. states on the Mexico border have an average poverty rate of 28 percent, 
significantly below the Mexican national average of 37 percent 

In Texas and New Mexico approximately 300,000 people live in 1,300 
unincorporated, semirural communities characterized by substandard 
housing and unsafe public drinking water or wastewater systems 

The population along the Texas border region is increasing at twice the rate 
of Texas as a whole 

Mexicans constitute 29.5 percent of all foreign born in the U.S., by far the 
largest group (Filipinos and Indians follow with about four percent each) 

The U.S. issued 906,622 nonimmigrant visas for Mexicans in fiscal year (FY) 
2005; 732,566 laser visas for those who live on the Mexican side of the 
border but work in the U.S. were issued in (FY) 2005 (1.26 million less than 
in FY 2001) 

As of March 2006, the estimated undocumented population in the U.S. was 
11.5 to 12 million, of which 4.5 to 6 million entered legally with inspection 
and 6 to 7 million entered illegally without inspection 

Those who entered legally but are now in the country illegally include those 
who have overstayed nonimmigrant visas (4 to 5.5 million) and laser visa 
violators (250,000 to 500,000); those who entered illegally evaded 
immigration inspectors and Border Patrol 

An average of 700,000 to 850,000 new undocumented migrants arrive 
annually by all modes of entry; an estimated 6.2 million (56 percent) of all 
undocumented migrants are from Mexico 
 
 

                                                      
30 Migration Policy Institute, Migration Information Source, The U.S.-Mexico Border, (June 2006); 
available at:  http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=407   (last accessed 
February 14, 2012). 

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/immigration-myths.pdf
http://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/reports/16628_ImmigrationMythFacts_OPT.pdf
http://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/reports/16628_ImmigrationMythFacts_OPT.pdf
http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=407
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12,338 trucks crossed the border daily in FY 2004 (up 63 percent from FY 
1994, the year NAFTA was enacted); cross-border land trade with Mexico 
totaled just under $225 billion in 2004, nearly double the $115 billion in 
1998 

In 2004 there was an average of 660,000 passenger crossings per day across 
35 points of entry on the 1,952 mile border between the U.S. and Mexico 

Almost 20 percent of passenger crossings into the U.S from Mexico in 2004 
were made on foot; bus crossings constituted 1.4 percent 

In 2004 there were over 20 million pedestrian crossings in Texas alone 
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Of the approximately 11,000 Border Patrol agents, 89 percent work along the 
1200 mile U.S.-Mexico border; approximately 980 agents work along the 
4000 mile U.S.-Canada border 

President Bush pledged to add 6,000 more Border Patrol agents by the end of 
2008 while 6,000 National Guard troops provide support services such as 
construction and surveillance 

In FY 2004 there were 1,139,282 apprehensions of immigrants on the 
southern border (this is the number of arrests, not individuals, as many 
migrants are caught several times) 

most apprehensions take place in California and Texas, but in 2004 the 
Tucson, Arizona Border Patrol sector accounted for 43 percent of 
apprehensions, with only 12 percent in the San Diego sector and 9 percent in 
the El Paso sector 

As border enforcement has been strengthened in urban areas, 
undocumented immigrants have increasingly attempted to cross over the 
more remote and dangerous desert areas along the Arizona border 

There were 30 straight days of 100 degree plus temperatures in parts of 
Arizona in 2005 

The Border Patrol also rescued a record 2,570 migrants in FY 2005, nearly 
twice as many as the 1,347 rescues the previous year 

There are 150 miles of fence along the U.S.-Mexico border, mostly in 
California and Texas 

Other increased border security measures include:  increased staffing and 
funding; elimination to “catch and release;” upgrading border technology to 
include electronic sensors, cameras, night vision scopes, ground vehicles, 
aircraft, and unmanned aerial vehicles; strengthened immigration 
enforcement in the workplace 

Since 2002 Mexico has launched several initiatives, independently and with 
the U.S., to address cross-border issues of security, organized crime, drug 
trafficking, and human smuggling 
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The U.S. is Mexico’s largest trading partner, and Mexico is the U.S.’s second 
largest trading partner; trade between the two countries reached $290 
billion in 2005, averaging about $795 million per day 

U.S. exports to Mexico in 2005 were $120 billion and U.S. imports from 
Mexico were over $170 billion 

Exports to Mexico have more than doubled since the passage of NAFTA in 
1994; In 2005 Mexico imported more than $101 billion (US) in merchandise 
from 17 states, Texas being first ($50 billion) followed by California ($17 
billion) 

There are more than 2,700 export-oriented factories on the Mexican side, in 
their border states, which account for 71 percent of all such factories in 
Mexico; these export-oriented factories are a major source of Mexico’s export 
earnings 

As part of the trilateral Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP), launched 
in 2005, the United States, Mexico, and Canada are working to enhance 
security while facilitating cross-border movement, trade, and economic 
cooperation 

 
   

Closing Prayer and Blessing 
 
All:  God, you are good and forgiving, and your love for us seems to know no bounds.  
Once again hear the prayers that we lift to you. 
 
Reader 1:  God, we pray your mercy and blessing on all refugees.  We ask you to 
show us the way to address the situations in their countries of origin and make it 
possible someday for them to return home. 
 
Reader 2:  God, we pray your mercy and blessing on all forced migrants.  We ask 
especially for your provision for those who have been forced to migrate due to 
natural disasters or because of famine or drought.  Send rain where it is needed and 
send food to the hungry. 
 
Reader 3:  God, we pray your mercy and blessing on all economic migrants who 
make the difficult decision to migrate in search of work to provide for their families.  
Protect them on their journey, strengthen family ties even through separation, and 
may they find the means of support that they seek. 
 
Reader 4:  God, we pray your mercy and blessing on all internally displaced persons 
who are on the move due to political upheaval, fear, and violence.  Give them your 
peace that passes all understanding in the midst of their turmoil, and  help them to 
persevere. 
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Reader 5:  God, we pray your mercy and blessing on all victims of slavery and 
human trafficking.  Somehow ease their plight and calm their fears.  Make a way of 
escape.  Heal their hearts from their terrible ordeal. 
 
Leader:  As we ponder again the claim that the gospel makes on our lives, help us to 
also see it as a liberating and life-giving power.  As we take the gospel into our 
hearts may it inspire us to live lives that are worthy of our Christian calling.  
Continue to shape and mold us in the true image of discipleship.  

 
(Blessing)  May the God of life fill you with a holy desire to reach out to all 
who cross your path.  May you so trust God with your life that you are not 
afraid to lose it in service to the Kingdom.  Amen. 
 

Leader:  Help us, God, to go in peace from this place reminded of our sisters and 
brothers in most need around the world, and also encouraged and inspired by your 
mercy and grace.  Continue to make us willing to allow what we have learned to 
transform our hearts and lives.  Amen. 
 
 
Facilitator extinguishes the candle to conclude the prayer and the session. 
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 SESSION FIVE 

 
 

 

Migration and Catholic Social Teaching 

Today it is difficult to find a place where we will not be in contact with persons who 
come from another country.  In big cities and small towns we have immigrants 
coming in.  I would invite everyone not to be afraid to meet someone who is 
different.  Usually we are afraid, because we have to make an effort where there is 
somebody who is different from us, who speaks a different language, who has 
different customs.  We have to make an effort to establish a relationship with that 
person.  Don’t be afraid to do that because we can be enriched when we open up to 
someone who is different.31 
 

Isaia Birollo 

 

Note to  Participants          
We have migrated quite a distance over the past four weeks and covered different 
types of terrain.  We came together with various levels of knowledge about 
migration but now find ourselves on some degree of common ground having walked 
through the plains of policy with its canals of complexity and deserts of debate, 
scaled the heights of history with a side trip up our own family tree, stopped at the 
boulders of biblical themes, and followed the trails of terminology and climbed the 
rocks of root causes.  We are stronger and better equipped now to address the topic 
of Catholic Social Teaching as it relates to migration through terms such as the 
common good, solidarity, justice, and the preferential option for the poor, and with a 
framework to structure our study called “a God of life, a civilization of love.”  This 
topic will further our knowledge of migration and help us to navigate through even 
more of the terrain of this complicated and contentious landscape. 
 
Learning Objectives for Session Five:  

1. To understand the basic principles of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) using “A 
God of Life, A Civilization of Love” 

2. To understand how CST applies to immigration issues in the U.S. 
3. To understand the Church’s position in terms of the common good, solidarity 

and justice, the preferential option for the poor, and the rights and 
responsibilities of migrants 

                                                      
31

 Isaia Birollo, interview on Dying to Live: An Immigrant Journey (DVD), Daniel G. Groody, executive 

producer (Notre Dame, IN: Groody River Films, 2005). 



 

                                              Copyrighted material                                                              36 

JustFaith Ministries · www.justfaith.org · (502) 429-0865 
 

 

   

Opening Prayer 
 
All:  Lord, help us see migration and the migrant through the eyes of faith. 
 
Reader 1:  More people are on the move today than ever before and for too many of 
them it is not by choice.  Lord, have mercy on these, your children. 
 
Reader 2:  Nearly all countries are experiencing the migration phenomenon in one 
way or another and it affects their social, economic, political, and religious life.  Lord, 
have mercy on all countries of our world. 
  
Reader 3:  There are generous responses of compassion made by people of good 
will and organizations that come to the defense of persons who suffer because of 
their migration.  Lord, have mercy on these contemporary Good Samaritans. 
 
Reader 4:  Migration raises a truly ethical question: what kind of world do we need 
where the international economic order will support a more equitable distribution 
of the goods of the earth and reduce the need for large flows of migrants?  Lord, 
have mercy on all world leaders and people of good will who work and long for this 
kind of justice. 
 
Reader 5:  The situation of the migrant is a challenge – an obvious challenge to the 
migrant, but also a challenge to the faith and love of believers to make come true 
Jesus’ statement, “I was a stranger and you made me welcome” (Mt 25:35).  Lord, 
have mercy on those in both these challenging circumstances. 
 
Reader 6:  Like the migrant, to follow Christ means to walk behind Him and be in 
transit in the world because “there is no eternal city for us in this life” (Heb 13:14). 
The believer is always a temporary resident, a guest wherever he may be.  Lord, 
have mercy on all who seek to live in this world but who look beyond for a final 
home. 
 
All:  Lord, help us see migration and the migrant through the eyes of faith.  Amen.32 
 
 

READINGS 
 

 Read “A God of Life, A Civilization of Love,” chapter four, of Globalization, 
Spirituality, and Justice, and be prepared to discuss the following questions at 
the next session: 
 

                                                      
32

 Prayer inspired by phrases in the Vatican document, “The Love of Christ Toward Migrants” (Vatican 

City, 2004).  Available at: 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/migrants/documents/rc_pc_migrants_doc_2004051

4_erga-migrantes-caritas-christi_en.html   (Last accessed August 25, 2008.) 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/migrants/documents/rc_pc_migrants_doc_20040514_erga-migrantes-caritas-christi_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/migrants/documents/rc_pc_migrants_doc_20040514_erga-migrantes-caritas-christi_en.html
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1. What are a few of the imbalances in society that Catholic Social Teaching seeks 
to address? 
 

2. Which of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching modeled in the title, “A God of 
Life,” do you see as most pertinent to migration? 

 
3. In what ways do you think we as a Church and we as a society have not lived up 

to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching? 

 
 

 Read “The Love of Christ Toward Migrants,” and be prepared to discuss the 
following questions at the next session:  

 
1. After reading section 39-43 (“Welcome and Solidarity”), think about your own 

faith community and describe practical ways in which a genuine welcome, as 
Christ has welcomed us, can be or is being shown to immigrants.  If these ideas 
are not already being implemented in your church, what would it take to start 
them? 
 

2. After reading sections 46-47 and 49-50 (“Popular Piety” and “Catholic 
Migrants”), think about how familiar the liturgy at your church is to you and how 
you feel about it.  Describe some of the new ideas, traditions, practices, and 
devotions that immigrant Catholics might bring or are bringing with them to 
your church.  How would you feel or how do you feel about these “new ways” 
being incorporated into the life of your parish community?  How do you think 
most of your fellow parishioners might feel or do feel?  Is there or do you think 
there would there be much resistance, or would changes be implemented 
relatively easily?  Why or why not? 

 
3. After reading sections 101-104 (“The Church and Christians, Sign of Hope”), 

describe how the foreigner/the immigrant can be a messenger from and for God.  
How does the immigrant remind us that we are all a pilgrim people?  How do we 
see the face of Christ in the face of the migrant? 

 
 

 Read the following “Rule of Law” fact sheet and consider the statements and 
questions that follow.   
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The “Rule of Law” Requires Comprehensive Reform 
of the U.S. Immigration System 

By Donald Kerwin33 

Anti-immigrant groups have invoked the “rule of law” to oppose immigration reform 
legislation that is designed to create an orderly, regulated system of admission to 
the United States. 

At the same time, they cite the “rule of law” to support legislation that prevents 
immigrants from obtaining housing, identification, police protection, and other basic 
services. 
In short, they nonsensically invoke the “rule of law” to oppose reform of a system 
that is characterized by illegality and to support measures that will invariably 
increase illegality. 
They do so by mistakenly equating the “rule of law” with the concept of “law and 
order.”  Yet even police states honor the “rule of law” in the sense of “rule by law.”  In 
fact, repressive states are supremely efficient at enforcing the law. 

The “rule of law,” in the full sense of this term, requires legal systems to honor 
human rights and to support procedurally fair, prospective, and even-handedly 
applied laws. 
The U.S. immigration system offends the rule of law by dividing families, excluding 
millions of people from legal protections, endangering refugees, and putting in place 
patently unfair procedures.  In particular: 

 U.S. undocumented residents face crime, exploitation, and abuse.  Anti-
immigrant measures deprive them of housing and basic services.  Increased 
police enforcement of federal immigration laws effectively denies them access 
to police protection.  In short, the undocumented do not receive the law’s 
protections, only its sanctions. 

 In 1997, the U.S. Department of State reported that 3.5 million persons who had 
been approved for family-based visas had not yet received them.  Most of those 
approved remain in the United States with their families, waiting for years for 
their visas to become available.  When they leave the country to pick up their 
visas, they will be barred from re-entering for years based on their past 
“unlawful presence.” 

 The relatively open U.S. job market accommodates more than 7 million 
undocumented workers.  However, the United States provides visas for no more 
than 5,000 unskilled workers each year.  The lack of coherence between U.S. 
labor needs and its immigration system is inconsistent with the “rule of law.” 

                                                      
33 Donald Kerwin is the former Executive Director of the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. 
("CLINIC") and currently Vice President for Programs at the Migration Policy in Washington, D.C.  
The authors gratefully acknowledge Mr. Kerwin’s gracious contribution by preparing this document 
for the module. 
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 More than three million U.S. children who are citizens have at least one parent 
without legal status.  The Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
guarantees citizenship to those born or naturalized in the United States and 
“subject to its jurisdiction.”  In 2007, 96 Members of Congress co-sponsored 
legislation interpreting the phrase “subject to its jurisdiction” to exclude the 
children of undocumented persons.  The attempt by lawmakers to subvert the 
U.S. Constitution by legislative sleight-of-hand is an egregious challenge to the 
“rule of law.” 

 Repeated studies have affirmed that the outcome of deportation cases, which 
can lead to death, torture, and permanent banishment from the country, turn 
more on legal representation, detention, and the individual judge than on the 
merits of an underlying claim. 

 More than one-sixth of persons who express a fear of returning to their home 
countries at a U.S. port-of-entry are deported without being afforded access to 
the U.S. asylum system. 

 An immigration system that honored the “rule of law” would protect those 
fleeing persecution and violence; it would encourage immigrants to cooperate 
with the police; its court decisions would turn on the strength of an underlying 
claim; its admission policies would expedite family reunification and serve the 
nation’s need for both high-end and less skilled workers; and it would provide 
millions of hardworking immigrants with a path to legal status. 

 These reforms would enable our U.S immigration system to honor the “rule of 
law.” They would also allow the United States (and make it proud) to enforce its 
immigration laws. 

 
 
Questions to consider in preparation for discussion during the next session: 
 
1.  Migrants and newcomers possess all the rights and corresponding  
responsibilities recognized by the Church. These do not derive from membership in 
a state or from immigration status, but from the inherent dignity of every person.  
Citizenship does not confer rights, personhood does.   
 

How do we reconcile the above statement with the current state of our 
immigration policy which is based on a misinterpretation of “rule of law” as 
set forth in the fact sheet we read for this session? 
 

2.  Immigrants leave their homes due to gross poverty, war, human rights violations, 
natural disaster, and economic upheaval. They seek to escape conditions that offend 
their dignity. They come to work, to support (and join) their families, and to live in 
safety. They come to exercise their God-given rights and to fulfill their basic human 
responsibilities. “Rule of law” concerns are not trivial, but U.S. immigration policies 
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deny many immigrants a legal way to meet their most solemn responsibilities, 
particularly to their families.   
 

How would you explain to someone who does not understand that the worth 
and dignity of each person (natural or human law) transcends civil law or 
“rule of law”. 

 
Closing Prayer and Blessing 

 
Leader: 
 (Reflection) Catholic teaching has a long and rich tradition in 

defending the right to migrate. Based on the life and teachings of 
Jesus, the Church's teaching has provided the basis for the 
development of basic principles regarding the right to migrate for 
those attempting to exercise their God-given human rights. Catholic 
teaching also states that the root causes of migration–poverty, 
injustice, religious intolerance, armed conflicts–must be addressed so 
that migrants can remain in their homeland and support their 
families.34 

 
All:  Lord, help us see migration and the migrant through the eyes of faith. 
 
Reader 1:  We witness, directly or indirectly, the human consequences of migration 
in every day life. We witness the vulnerability of people on all sides of the migration 
issue.  
 
Reader 2:  Including families devastated by the loss of loved ones who have 
undertaken the migration journey and children left alone when parents have to go. 
 
Reader 3:  We observe the struggles of landowners and enforcement personnel 
who seek to preserve the common good without violating the dignity of the migrant.  
 
Reader 4:  We share in the concern of religious and social service providers who, 
without violating civil law, attempt to respond to the migrant knocking at the door. 
 
Reader 5:  We see much injustice and violence against migrants and much suffering 
and despair among them because civil and church structures are still inadequate to 
accommodate their basic needs. 
 
Reader 6:  We judge ourselves as a community of faith by the way we treat the most 
vulnerable among us. 
 

                                                      
34

 USCCB, “Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of Hope” (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2003), 

par 28.  Available at: http://www.usccb.org/mrs/stranger.shtml  (Last accessed August 25, 2008.) 

http://www.usccb.org/mrs/stranger.shtml
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All:  Lord, help us see migration and the migrant through the eyes of faith.35 
 
Leader:  Migration is an authentic sign of the times. To such a sign we must take 
action to strengthen the faith, hope, and charity of migrants and all the people of 
God. This sign is a call to transformation of our social, economic, and political 
structures so that they create the conditions conducive to development for all, 
without exclusion and discrimination against any person in any circumstance.  
 
 (Blessing) May the God of life fill you with a holy desire to be part of the 
 transformation response, for it begins first in the heart and can only grow  

And multiply when it has taken root there.  May God bless your desire and  
your action.   Amen. 

 
Leader:  Help us, God, to go in peace from this place gratefully reminded of the gift 
you have given us to live in this world in this time.  Help us to prayerfully and 
reverently acknowledge our responsibility to your children in most need and 
commit ourselves to working for justice on their behalf.  Amen. 
 
 
Facilitator concludes the prayer and the session by extinguishing the candle. 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                      
35

 Prayer inspired by phrases in the USCCB document “Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of 

Hope.” 
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 SESSION SIX 

 
 

 

 

Slavery in America 

 
We want less of them to get across, but we still want enough of them to get across.  
We want them to be recyclable.  We don’t want them to be people who establish 
roots in the United States.  We want mainly younger men, and what we certainly 
don’t want is for them to come with wife and children because that implies deep 
demographic changes that we don’t want to happen.36 
 

Claudia Smith 

 

Note to  Participants          
 
As with migration across the southern U.S. border, our topic this week, modern-day 
slavery (also known as human trafficking and human slavery) hits us in our own 
backyard.  Not only is human slavery a global problem, but it is a problem in the 
United States, as well; and like immigration, it is an issue that must be faced.  We 
cannot solve what we refuse to acknowledge.  The problem is shocking and painful 
in its reality.  This session seeks not to play upon your emotions so much as to 
engage your intellect.  We need to understand what human slavery is by definition 
and terminology, develop a feel for the scope of the problem, and situate it within 
the context of human rights abuse.  We cannot solve what we cannot acknowledge.  
With this in mind we begin our study of this painful subject. 
 
Learning Objectives for Session Six:  

1. To understand the terminology and scope of modern-day slavery  
2. To situate modern-day slavery in the context of human rights abuse 
3. To understand that modern-day slavery is a problem in the U.S. 

 
 
 
                                                      
36

 Claudia Smith, interview on Dying to Live: An Immigrant Journey (DVD), Daniel G. Groody, executive 

producer (Notre Dame, IN: Groody River Films, 2005). 
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Opening Prayer  
 

All:  God of life, look with mercy on your people. 
 
Reader 1:  God, we acknowledge that you fashioned us in your own image and 
infused us with dignity and honor.  Forgive us when we fail to see ourselves in this 
way. 
 
Reader 2:  God, we acknowledge that your image, and the dignity and honor it 
carries, has been bestowed on all your children.  Forgive us when we fail to see 
others in this way.  
 
Reader 3:  God, we can only come before you in humility and in inexplicable 
confusion regarding this crime that strips away a person’s dignity at its very core.  
We confess that we don’t understand how this can happen.  
 
Reader 4:  God, we pray for all who have fallen prey to the scourge of human 
slavery, the victims of this crime lured by the deceit and greed of others and driven 
by their own vulnerability and need. 
 
Reader 5:  God, we ask you to sustain these sisters and brothers, help them to not 
abandon hope, and while they cannot flee their captors, enable them to flee to You in 
their spirits. 
 
Reader 6:  God, protect in a special way the children who have been taken away 
from their families and now live in fear and want.  Protect them from the lasting 
scars of their ordeal. 
 
Reader 7:  God, now help us especially to not only have compassion for the victims 
of slavery, but to inform ourselves so we are in a better position to help create 
positive change. 
 
All:  God of life, look with mercy on your people.  Amen. 

 
 

READINGS 
 

 Read both of the following fact sheets below prior to the next session.   
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Modern Day Slavery 
W

h
at

 i
s 

it
? 

 
Human trafficking and human slavery are two terms that are used essentially 
interchangeably in the literature. 

“Human trafficking is defined as the recruitment, harboring, transportation, 
provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services through the use of 
force, fraud, or coercion, for the purpose of subjecting that person to 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.”  (Trafficking 
Victims' Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005.) 

Note that human trafficking is not “alien smuggling” or “illegal immigration.” 
Smuggling involves a contractual relationship between the person being 
smuggled and the coyotes or other agents, for the purpose of crossing an 
international border. Once in the destination country, the relationship among 
the individuals ends because the fee has been paid up front. 

 According to U.S. law, alien smuggling is a crime against the state. Both 
the agent and the individual being smuggled commit a crime against the 
state. 

 Human trafficking, on the other hand, is a crime against a person—the 
person being sold or transported for labor or services through the use of 
force, coercion, or fraud, for the purposes of involuntary servitude, debt 
bondage, peonage, or slavery. 

Trafficking also includes illegal adoptions where children are sold, and the 
trafficking of human organs. 

 

W
h

er
e 

is
 it

? 
 S

u
re

ly
 n

o
t 

h
er

e!
 Women, children, and also vulnerable men, work in factories, fields, 

restaurants, hotels, homes, and in every facet of the sex industry.  This slavery 
exists in every country, including the United States.  It has never been cheaper 
to own a slave than it is today. 

 Trafficking of women and children for the sex industry, for labor in 
sweatshops, plantations, mines, on farms, as beggars, and as domestic 
servants is nearly invisible, but an estimated 50,000- 70,000 women and 
children are trafficked annually to the United States.  Most are trafficked 
by small crime rings and loosely connected criminal networks. 

 Trafficked persons live in every state, and trafficking also includes those 
who are transported within the U.S. 

 Trafficking victims in the U.S. traditionally come from Southeast Asia and 
Latin America, however, increasingly, they are coming from the New 
Independent States and Central and Eastern Europe. 
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The United Nations estimates that over two million women and girls are 
taken from their homeland into other countries under false pretenses for 
the purposes of forced labor, domestic servitude, or sexual exploitation. 

The United Nations estimates that 4 million men, women, and children are 
bought and sold each year. 
Trafficking and slavery are never “stand alone crimes.” They are linked to 
money laundering, drug trafficking, document forgery, human smuggling, 
rape, and torture. 
The U.S. State Department’s 2005 “Trafficking in Persons” report notes that 
at any given time in our world, 12.3 million women, men, and children are 
enslaved in forced labor, bonded labor, sexual servitude, involuntary 
servitude, or domestic servitude. 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation reports that, in the U.S. alone, 
trafficking and slavery generate 9.5 billion dollars a year. 

 

C
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 Experts in the field say that one of the most difficult realities in the 
trafficking issue is the propensity of governments worldwide to treat 
trafficked persons as criminals or as unwanted, undocumented workers 
rather than as people with human rights who are being violated. 
The reality of trafficking and slavery remains mostly invisible in many 
cultures and countries. In the United States, trafficking for labor or the sex 
trade often occurs right in our local communities. We simply do not see it. 
Nor do we recognize the women, children, and men who are the victims. 
This modern-day slave trade is also a significant health issue, as the global 
sex market is a vehicle for the spread of HIV-AIDS and other diseases. 
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There are federal laws against human trafficking and many, but not all, 
states have laws that support and compliment the federal laws.  There are 
also international standards, protocols, and conventions that provide a 
framework in which the countries can address the issue of trafficking. 
When signed and ratified, these instruments are binding at the juridical 
level.  Specific information on these laws can be found on the internet. 
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Vulnerability, due to: 

 Cultural factors including equity and equal right of women, equal 
rights of children, history of bonded labor, customs of early or 
involuntary poverty, particularly when it causes survival-based 
decision making. 

 Lack of education regarding how to access survival resources, 
employment, and needed services (traffickers lure their victims away 
from their families with the promise of a good job in another country; 
upon arrival, their passports are confiscated and they are taken into 
brothels, farm fields, factories, or domestic servitude; they seldom 
receive any money, nor do their families; escape is virtually 
impossible as they are made to fear retaliation against their families if 
they attempt to flee.) 

 Economic conditions/lack of life-sustaining work in country of origin. 

 Marriage. 

 Inequity related to ethnic, cultural, or language demographics. 

 Social and political instability, including escaping war, persecution, 
violence, poverty, environmental disasters, or human rights violations. 
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Greed, including: 

 Exploitation of labor to maintain low cost structures in response to 
consumer demand for very inexpensive products, corporate 
promotion of cheap human and material goods and services, and 
Western consumer demand for cheap goods. 

 Trafficking is lucrative. It is the third largest criminal industry in the 
world today, after arms and drug dealing, and is the fastest growing.  
Traffickers generate billions of dollars in profits every year while 
victimizing millions of people around the globe. A U.S. government 
report published in 2004 estimates that 600,000-800,000 people 
worldwide are trafficked across borders each year. This figure does 
not include those who are trafficked internally. 

 Sex trafficking is one of the most lucrative sectors of the trade in 
people, and involves sexual exploitation in prostitution or 
pornography, bride trafficking, and commercial sexual abuse of 
children. Labor trafficking is widespread not only in situations of 
domestic servitude and small-scale labor operations, but also in 
sweatshops and farms that are subcontracted to major multinational 
corporations. 
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 Market demand for commercial sexual exploitation continues to 
increase, which overwhelmingly impacts women and girls and fuels 
the growth of human trafficking. This includes first-world and local 
demand for sex tourism and pornography. 

 

C
au

se
s 

P
ar

t 
2

  Globalization as it reflects the global flow of migration, labor and 
capital, the feminization of migration, violations of human rights and 
corporate practices which destabilize grassroots communities and 
thwart alternative livelihood economic policies. 
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Corruption: 

 In government. 

 In law enforcement. 

 Of fundamental human values. 
 

Sources: 

The information for this fact sheet was gleaned from several 
internet sources.  The authors are grateful to the Sisters of the 
Divine Savior at:  http://www.sdssisters.org/slavery/ (last accessed 
Feb. 15, 2012), and the Stop Trafficking! Anti-Human Trafficking 
Newsletterhttp://www.stopenslavement.org/index.html (last 
accessed February 15, 2012.) 

 

 
*********** 

 

Sweatshops and Fair Trade 
Human Slavery – Do We Contribute? 

Sweatshops – an old fashioned word we’d like to think had gone away: 

 Sweatshops produce half of all clothing sold in the U.S., so, unwittingly, most of 
us support the global sweatshop industry.  Some sweatshop workers are 
confined against their wills because they are victims of trafficking. 

 Sweatshops are workplaces where young women, men, and girls labor for 
poverty wages in conditions that are unsafe, degrading, and often abusive.  
Workers breathe toxic fumes, handle carcinogenic materials and operate 
machines with no safety mechanisms.  Women are fired if they become 
pregnant. 

http://www.sdssisters.org/slavery/
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 The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that more than half of the country’s 
22,000 sewing shops, and as much as 66% of garment factories in Los Angeles 
and New York violate minimum wage and overtime laws. 

 According to the U.S. Department of Labor, workers typically receive less than 
3% of the retail price of clothing made in a U.S. sweatshop and as little as one-
half of 1% of the retail price of clothing sewn overseas. 

 Sweatshop workers are often denied basic human freedoms, like the right to 
join a union, attend religious services, seek medical treatment, quit, or marry.  
If they complain, they are fired.  If they organize to improve their conditions, 
they are fired and blacklisted from other employment. 

 The rules of the global economy allow large corporations to operate in secrecy, 
free from public oversight, while exploiting the most vulnerable people around 
the globe. 

 Increasing competition, where the lowest bidder gets the jobs, is worsening the 
sweatshop crisis.  Countries around the world will accept the poorest wages 
and working conditions and the weakest health and safety standards to get 
contracts. 

 The enormous buying power of brand name companies, often thousands of 
miles from the factory floor, allows them to dictate extremely low prices and 
breakneck delivery schedules to local producers. 

 The trademark “Made in the USA” is deceptive.  According to the U.S. 
Department of Labor, workers on American Samoa “were beaten…and 
provided food so inadequate that some were walking skeletons…while 
producing clothes for U.S. retailers such as Wal-Mart, J.C. Penny, Sears, and 
Target.” 

 
 

Statements about Modern Day Slavery 
 
All citizens should note the following: 
 

 The U.S. is a destination country for those who are being trafficked. 
 Victims of trafficking originate from such countries as Russia, the Ukraine, 

Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, the Czech 
Republic, Mexico, and India. 

 Everyone can help identify victims of trafficking by looking for a person who: 
-- Has inexplicable physical injuries; 
-- Exhibits fear and/or signs of trauma; 
-- Is unable to speak English, but has a companion speak for her/him even  
    when there is a neutral interpreter present; 
-- Is unable to produce documentation of his/her identity and legal  
    residential status; 
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-- Is unable to leave the residence or move about freely or alone; 
-- Changes housing locations frequently. 

 
Closing Prayer and Blessing 

 
Leader 

(Reflection)  Slavery is not just the shameful stuff of history books.  It exists 
today, according to both migrant advocates and federal prosecutors.  In fact, 
given the labor system that supplies many of the state’s largest groves and 
farms with migrant field hands, instances of slavery may be inevitable.37    

 
All:  Lord, because of your great love, have mercy on us. 
 
Reader 1:  Lord, we are deeply saddened by what we have learned.  Please seal the 
facts and the emotions of this time of study to our hearts and minds.  Help us not to 
our sisters and brothers, adults and children, who are forced to live out this 
nightmare. 
 
Reader 2:  Lord, prompt us, by your Spirit, to often remember the victims of slavery 
in our prayers, and not only that but move us to take action on their behalf. 
 
Reader 3:  Lord, we pray as well for the perpetrators of human slavery.  Convict 
their hearts of the heinousness of their offenses, and bring them to a place of 
remorse and repentance. 
 
Reader 4:  Lord, we pray for the law enforcement and judicial personnel who 
investigate, stop, and prosecute these crimes.  Help them to be compassionate and 
just. 
 
Reader 5:  Lord, we pray also for the advocates who work tirelessly on the issue of 
human slavery.  Strengthen their resolve, provide the needed resources, and give 
them an extra measure of ability and empathy for those they help. 
 
Leader:  Lord, we confess to you that the information on human slavery is not easy 
to hear and learn.  Help us to not dismiss this topic because it is so distasteful, but 
rather to live with it and let it work on us and change us.  Each of us can have an 
impact whether simply by being aware and being the inquisitive neighbor, by 
helping to inform others, or by involving ourselves in advocacy.  Lord, help each of 
us to see how we can help.      
  

                                                      
37

 Modern-Day Slavery: A Palm Beech Post Special Report “Used and Abused,” various staff writers, 

December 7-9, 2003, 2. 
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 (Blessing)  May the God who neither slumbers nor sleeps, keep you in God’s 
 perfect care.  May God walk before you, with you, and behind you.  May God 
 grant you peace. 
 
Leader:  Help us, Lord, though our hearts are troubled because of the reality of 
human slavery, let us go in peace from this place reminded of your love and 
compassion.  Renew within us the certainty that one day you will make all things 
right.  And, Lord, until then, give us wisdom to decide how we can be your hands and 
feet in the world, on this issue and many others.  Amen. 
 
 
Facilitator will conclude the prayer and the session by extinguishing the candle. 
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 SESSION SEVEN 

 
 

 

The Human Face of the Migrant 

 
. . . [T]he experience of the immigrant is one who is poor, without resources, is 
anonymous, is really not seen as having any status; they’re “illegal,” they’re “aliens.”  
These are the terms applied to them.  But when we are aware of our faith heritage, 
as Christians, we realize that in the view of the gospels, in the person of Jesus 
himself, where society may rob the immigrant of any dignity and self-respect, quite 
the contrary is true within our own deepest spiritual values.  We value the person of 
the immigrant as a human being, as a child of God, but even more because their lives 
are in solidarity with the way that Jesus and many of the early Christians and the 
people of God before that had to live.  This is a sense of dignity, a sense of value as a 
human being that is inherent and that has to be recognized and accepted.38 
 

Donald Senior 

 

Note to  Participants          
As we learned in Session One of our course, the immigration debate is not a simple 
one, and there are many valid claims and positions that represent the many voices 
in the debate.  However, there is one voice that often goes unheard when we talk 
about the problems with our immigration policy, the costs associated with 
controlling the borders, and the need for enhanced national security.  Those most 
affected by migration laws but often those least heard from are the migrants 
themselves.   
 
In our session this week we will seek to listen more attentively to the voice of 
migrants, to understand the risks that migrants take for the opportunity to live 
more dignified lives and to see in them a mirror of ourselves, a reflection of Christ, 
and a call to human solidarity.    

 
Learning Objectives for Session Seven: 

1. To discover the people who are the heart of migration and often forgotten in 
public debates  

                                                      
38

 Donald Senior, interview on Dying to Live: An Immigrant Journey (DVD), Daniel G. Groody, executive 

producer (Notre Dame, IN: Groody River Films, 2005). 
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2. To understand the risks, dangers, and rewards of the migrant’s/immigrant’s 
journey 

3. To highlight the inherent dignity of every person and to name the higher 
laws that transcend civil laws 

 
Opening Prayer 

 
All:  God, we come before you asking that you meet with us through the presence of 
your Holy Spirit.  Teach us your truth and make us willing hearers and learners. 
 
Reader 1:  God, your word tells us that you see the misery of your people, hear 
them cry, and are concerned about their suffering (Ex 3:7).  
 
Reader 2:  You tell us that you hear the groaning of your people who are enslaved 
(Ex 6:5). 
 
Reader 3:  We know that you will certainly hear the cry of the widow and the 
orphan if they are taken advantage of (Ex 22:22). 
 
Reader 4:  We know that you have commanded that “aliens” are not to be 
mistreated or oppressed (Ex 22:21).  
 
Reader 5:  God, you have said that those who are already needy are not to be 
financially exploited (Ex 22:25-27).  
 
Reader 6:  And, you tell us not to deny justice to the poor people among us when 
they see help through the law (Ex 23:6). 
 
All:  God, we know what you have said.  Help us to not merely listen to your word, 
and so deceive ourselves, but to do what it says (Jas 1:22).  For we know you have 
also said that anyone who knows the good he ought to do and does not do it, sins 
(Jas 4:17).  We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
READINGS 

 
 A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey: Theological Perspectives on Migration, 

chapter 16, “¿Cuantos Más? The Crucified Peoples at the U.S.-Mexico Border” 
by Gioacchino Campese, pages 271-298 
 

 Welcoming Christ in the Migrant, seven page pamphlet from the USCCB, 
online 
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“A Prayer for Spiritual Immigrants” 
 
The following prayer, “A Prayer for Spiritual Immigrants” written by Fr. Daniel G. 
Groody, csc ), will said by all at the close of the DVD, One Border, One Body. 
 
 
  God of life, 
 Give us a vision of our earthly journey.  
 Guide us on our pilgrimage through this world.  
 Be our constant companion as we find our way. 
 Help us when we get lost. 
 Strengthen us in times of fear. 
 Grant us the courage to cross the borders that divide 
 And break down the walls that exclude. 
 May we offer a welcome to all,  
 Especially our neighbor in need.  
 And at the end of our sojourn, 
 As we cross the border of death, 
 Lead us to our true homeland, 
 Where we hope to know at last your eternal embrace 
 And be united as one body in Christ. 
 Amen.39  

 
Closing Prayer and Blessing 

 
Leader:    

In the dynamic process of creating community with all, the Church favors the 
most needy, and among these are migrants, refugees, and culturally different 
groups . . . . It is against the common good and unacceptable to have a double 
society, one visible with rights and one invisible without rights—a voiceless 
underground of undocumented persons. . . . Yet, the church is also aware that 
there is a concomitant responsibility for newcomers to “exercise the rights 
and duties of citizens to build community and nation.”40 
 
The white candle that we have lit each week has been our prayer candle and 
has also represented our own migration stories and our relatives who 
migrated to this country in search of a better life.  Tonight our candle takes 
on yet another significance.  Now it also represents all the migrants who 
make the heart wrenching decision to leave their homes and families to seek 
a more dignified life in the United States, and most especially the well over 

                                                      
39

 The Notre Dame Book of Prayer, Heidi Schlumpf, ed. (Notre Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press, 2010), 7-8. 
40 National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Together a New People, Pastoral Statement on Migrants and 

Refugees, November 8, 1986 (Washington, D.C.: United States Catholic Conference, 1987), 9-10. 
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2000 migrants who have died trying to cross our southern border – some 
identified, and some whose names and lives are known to God alone. 
 

 
All:  God, you are good and forgiving, and your love for us seems to know no bounds.  
Once again hear the prayers that we lift to you. 
 
Reader 1:  God, we pray for all of our brothers and sisters in all of the Central and 
South  American countries, but most especially for our nearest neighbors in Mexico. 
 
Reader 2:  We pray that you will help all those who do not have enough resources 
to live, and that you will show us how we can be your hands, feet, voice, and heart to 
these neighbors. 
 
Reader 3:  We pray for the governments in these countries, and God, where they are 
oppressive and violent, unjust and corrupt, please show the way to justice and 
peace. 
 
Reader 4:  God, help us to be involved in finding solutions to the structural 
injustices that keep people in a cycle of poverty and thereby cause many to have to 
migrate in order to live. 
 
Reader 5:  And help us, God, to welcome the stranger as you have welcomed us.  
Help us to see Jesus in the face of the migrant, and to recognize a human face just 
like our own there too. 
Leader:  God, you have given us the gospel as a gift and a challenge.  As we learn the 
gospel, we learn to know what Jesus valued most.  As we become disciples we come 
to value as well what Jesus valued most.  As we read the stories of how he ate with 
the marginalized and the outcasts, embraced the lepers, and healed the sick, we 
come to know how much he valued the least of his brothers and sisters.  Help us, 
Father, take up the gospel challenge to love and serve the least of our brothers and 
sisters as well. 
 

(Blessing) May the God of life fill us with a holy desire to see all who cross 
our path as a gift and a blessing.  May we so trust God with our lives that we 
are not afraid to build relationships with those who are different from us and 
those who may need our love and help.  Amen. 

 
Leader:  Help us, O God, to go in peace from this place reminded that there is really 
no “us and them.”  There is really only “us.”  We are all brothers and sisters in you; 
we are indeed one family.  Continue to make us willing to allow what we have 
learned to transform our hearts and lives.  Amen. 
 
 
Facilitator will conclude the prayer and the session by extinguishing the candle. 
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 SESSION EIGHT 
 
 

 

 

The Eucharist and a Theology of Migration 

 
Another dimension of Latino/Latina migration is that the church has to incorporate 
these people into itself.  It has to call forth their gifts.  It has to call forth their 
ministries.  It’s not enough for us to have a voice for people who are marginalized or 
oppressed.  We have to work to give them a voice.  We have to work to give them a 
role in the church.  We need to open the minds and the hearts of the people in the 
receiving churches, and help the migrants see that they are also the church and they 
need to be part of what the church is and part of the church’s mission.41 
 

Steven Bevans 

 

Note to  Participants          
 

Please bring your calendars to Session Eight. 
 
Congratulations!  You have completed seven long weeks of fairly intensive - and 
certainly important - study and discussion related to migration and immigration.  
During this final session of the JustFaith Ministries Crossing Borders: Migration, 
Theology, and the Human Journey module, you will be engaged in discussions related 
to: 

 Your experience at the migrant mass or worship service, 
 The theology of migration, 
 What you might do with all the information you have been given – i.e., what 

activity you might now engage in collectively and/or individually.  
  
You have spent eight weeks on reading and reflection, discussion and discovery, 
formation and prayer.  As you have seen, the immigration debate is indeed a 
complex one, and there are many competing voices.  But, above the clamoring 
voices, if we listen, we can hear the still, small voice of God calling us to the table, to 
relationships, to love and service with and for all those who come to us in the person 
                                                      
41

 Steven Bevans, interview on Dying to Live: An Immigrant Journey (DVD), Daniel G. Groody, executive 

producer (Notre Dame, IN: Groody River Films, 2005). 
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of the stranger.  And nourished at the table, we have the strength to “bear one 
another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Gal 6:2). 
 
In this our last session, we will look for the connections between the Eucharist and 
migration, continue to work to transcend not only physical borders but also the 
borders in our hearts, and to enrich our understanding of what it means to be 
human and what it means to be Christian.  We will also discuss where we might go 
from here. 
 
Following this final session, be sure to complete the online evaluation for this 
module. The evaluation should not take more than fifteen minutes to complete.  It 
can be accessed at: http://justfaith.org/JustMatters/Evaluations/immigration.html.  
These evaluations are very important to the ongoing development of this and other 
JustFaith Ministries modules.  Please complete the online evaluations within two 
weeks.  It is important to note that once you start the evaluation you will need to 
complete the whole thing at that time.   

 
Learning Objectives for Session Eight: 

1. To understand the critical correlation between the Eucharist and migration, 
especially as it gives expression to the Body of Christ and the Kingdom of God 

2. To understand that physical borders are political constructions that have 
value but are not fixed absolutes and indeed must be transcended. 

3. To understand migration in light of what it means to be human and what it 
means to be Christian 

4. To identify some next steps 

 
Opening Prayer 

 
Leader:  Our candle has symbolized many things throughout these weeks of study 
and growth – our own migration stories and our relatives who migrated, all the 
migrants, refugees, and internally displaced persons on the move around the globe, 
and the migrants who have died crossing the U.S. – Mexico border.  Tonight (today) 
our prayer candle takes on one more significance.  Tonight (today) the candle burns 
not only for these others that we have mentioned and the miracles that we pray 
might take place for them, but it also burns for us.  As we light the candle tonight 
(today), we ask that God will take all that we have learned and experienced in this 
course, seal it to our hearts, and use it in our lives as we seek to be disciples who 
value most what Jesus valued most, and be doers of the word and not hearers only. 
 
All:  O God, we lift our hearts to you. 
 
Reader 1:  With joy we praise your holy name, our God. 
 

http://justfaith.org/JustMatters/Evaluations/immigration.html
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Reader 2:  In our best moments we remember that it is you who are the source of 
our joy because you have covered us with your grace and showered us with your 
love. 
 
Reader 3:  We recognize that our needs are met by your provision and our hearts 
sing with wonder at your generosity toward your children. 
 
Reader 4:  Make our joy even more complete, our God, by reconciling us to our 
sisters and brothers. 
 
Reader 5:  Make us one people; make us one in the bond of love. 
 
All:  God, meet with us again through the presence of your Holy Spirit.  Teach us 
your truth and make us willing hearers and learners and ultimately doers.  Amen. 

 
REFLECTION and READING 

 
Spend some quiet time this week journaling about the readings, discussions, and 
your experiences in the group over the last seven weeks.  Also reflect and do some 
journaling on your experience with the migrant/immigrant worship service this 
past week.  You may want to use some or all of the following questions to guide your 
reflection on the worship service:    
 

1. How did it feel to celebrate the Eucharist with this particular community? 
Were you excited, curious, uncomfortable, nervous? What was it like to 
experience a familiar rite in a different language?  What did this 
experience mean to you? 

2. How many understood the language of the migrants of this community?  
How much did you understand? 

3. If you are not fluent in the language of this community, how much did 
your familiarity with the rite of the Eucharist help you?   

4. What was your reaction to the music of the liturgy?  How did it affect your 
experience of worship? 

5. What was it like to be part of a community that spoke a different language 
and came from a culture different from your own?  Did anyone from this 
parish make you feel welcomed or did you feel like a stranger the whole 
time?   

6. If there was a fellowship time after the liturgy did anyone from the parish 
invite you to join them?  If so, what was that experience like?  If not, how 
did you feel about that?  Why do you think such an invitation was not 
extended? 

7. Did you feel any disorientation?  Can you see how disorientation can be a 
means to understanding how an “outsider” feels when they come into our 
gatherings? 
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 Read the “Fruit of the Vine and Work of Human Hands” from A Promised 
Land, A Perilous Journey: Theological Perspectives in Migration.   

 
Options for Action 

 
During the closing session for the Crossing Borders module, participants will identify 
opportunities for moving beyond reading, discussing, and studying to considering 
acting together on some of the things learned.   
 

 Read “From the Prescription Pad – Some Options for Action” (below).  
 

 Review the online resource, Engaging the World Together, and the JustFaith 
Ministries, A Multilayered Ministry note below. 

 
 
 

From the Prescription Pad – Some Options for Action 

Medicine Being Taken, But Refills Are Needed 
The following are currently being done by Catholic Relief Services to help alleviate 
the cycle of poverty that leads to migration.  They honor the right of people not to 
migrate: 

 Microcredit program in Northern Mexico provides small business loans to: 

  Workers who have lost their jobs when the foreign factories they worked for 
moved on to other parts of the world where labor is even cheaper. 

  Workers who have aged out or are otherwise unable to continue to work for 
foreign factories still in Mexico. 

  Workers who cannot find work in the factories. 

 Microcredit program for small farmers to expand their operations: 

  Develop fair trade linkages between apple growers in Chihuahua and apple 
growers in Washington state. 

   Provide technical advice. 

   Develop new market niches. 

   Connect Latino growers in Mexico and Latino growers in Washington so 
they are able to collaborate rather than compete. 

Policy Prescriptions Not Yet Filled: 

 Bring undocumented migrants living in the shadows in the U.S. out into the open 
without fear of deportation, so they can fully participate in the life to which they 
contribute so much.  Many own homes, pay taxes, and have children in school, 
but they do not reap the benefits that should go along with their contributions. 
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 Reform the family migration system so families can reunite in a timely manner. 

 Offer fair employment that allows workers to come to the U.S. legally, through 
visas, to work legally in industry areas where there is a documented need for 
their labor. 

  A path to legal residency and ultimately to citizenship if it is earned by the 
worker. 

 Over-haul current border enforcement strategies. 

  Decrease militarization at the border.  If we have safe, legal ways for people 
to cross, and we know who they are, and can provide them with 
documentation, there is no reason for the border to be a military zone. 

 Help shape development and economic conditions in countries sending people 
our way. 

  Ensure our aid policies and trade agreements really support sustainable, 
equitable development that creates stable jobs for the large majorities in 
these countries, not like our current policies where only a small group of 
people have benefited—where the economic benefit remains in the hands of 
very few while the large majority tend to get poorer and more marginalized. 
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From Pax Christi USA 
In the summer of 2009, Pax Christi USA published a 12 page resource called, 
“The War at Home: Focus on Immigration,” which sought to address the 
racism that is often veiled in our nation’s conversation around immigration, 
as well as connecting the wars we wage abroad—like in Afghanistan—with 
the “wars” we wage right here at home, specifically the war against 
immigrants. Pax Christi USA is active on a number of immigration issues 
including the militarization of the border, just immigration reform policy, 
and the demonization of immigrants. If you are interested in taking further 
action on this issue, we offer up-to-date resources for prayer, study and 
action on our website, www.paxchristiusa.org, under the heading, “The War 
at Home: Immigration.” 

From the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
Work with a CCHD-funded group to support immigrants as they seek 
economic opportunity, dignity and respect in their new communities.  
Contact Donna Grimes, dgrimes@usccb.org. 

Learn from and adapt innovative models for addressing immigration issues 
such as: 

 The Kino Border Initiative, a collaborative, bi-national ministry with a 
foot on each side of the borders provides humanitarian assistance; 
education and formation; research and advocacy.  Visit 
www.kinoborderinitiative.org. 

http://www.paxchristiusa.org/
mailto:dgrimes@usccb.org
http://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/
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 Café Justo, a farmer-owned cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, 
Chiapas Mexico, formed to address the causes of labor migration from 
Mexico to the U.S., enables coffee farmers to earn a living and remain in 
Mexico.  To learn more and support this effort go to www.justcoffee.org. 

 Dioceses without Borders, a ten-year collaboration between the 
dioceses of Phoenix and Tucson in the U.S. and the Archdiocese of 
Hermosillo in Mexico, guided by the belief that Church doesn’t stop at 
the border.  For more information contact Joanne Welter, Director Office 
of Human Dignity and Life jwelter@diocesetucson.org. 

 
The authors gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Todd Scribner, Education Outreach Coordinator 
in the Office of Migration and Refugee Services at the USCCB, in the preparation of this fact sheet. 

 
Closing Prayer, Blessing … and Sending Forth! 

 
Begin with a minute of silent reflection. 
 
All:  God, you are good and forgiving, and your love for us seems to know no bounds.  
Once again hear the prayers that we lift to you. 
 
Reader 1:  Thank you, God, for giving us open hearts and minds, and for helping us 
 learn. 
 
Reader 2:  Help us continue to be open to your call on our lives and to remember 
that whatever we do for the least of our sisters and brothers, we do for you. 
 
Reader 3:  Thank you, God, for our leader(s) who has (have) put great effort into 
preparation these many weeks in order to help us learn about immigration. 
 
Reader 4:  Help us to remember what we have learned, continue to learn, keep 
current on this issue, and have the courage to share what we know with others. 
 
Reader 5:  Thank you, God, for allowing us to be a part of the plan for your Kingdom 
on earth and for giving us the privilege of representing you to others. 
 
Reader 6:  Help us to formulate ways that we can put our new knowledge into 
action that makes a difference in the immigration debate; help us to be agents of 
change in big and small ways; help us to imitate you. 
 
All:  We pray to You, asking these things in the strong name of Jesus and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Leader:  As we have clearly seen, the Eucharist is not only our intimate connection 
with God, but a living metaphor of the migrant life.  God pours Christ’s life into our 

http://www.justcoffee.org/
mailto:jwelter@diocesetucson.org
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lives when we partake of the sacred supper.  The body and blood of Jesus gives us 
strength to live, to bring peace, and to lift high the light of faith.  Through the gift of 
the Eucharist we have the strength to tell the good news and to do good in the 
world, especially to our sisters and brothers whose lives are reflected in it.    
 

(Blessing)  May our God and our Lord Jesus clear the way for you.  May the 
Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone 
else.  May God strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy 
in the presence of our God when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones 
(1 Thess 3:11-13).  Amen. 

 
Leader:  Our time is ended.  Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Extend a sign of peace to one another. 
 
 
Facilitator concludes the prayer and the Crossing Borders program by extinguishing 
the candle. 
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NOTE TO ALL PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS  
 

JustFaith Ministries 
A Multilayered Ministry of Formation 

 

 Congratulations on completing a JustFaith 
Ministries (JFM) JustMatters module.  JFM provides 
programs that transform people and expand their 
commitment to social ministry. Through these life-
changing opportunities, members of a church can study, 
explore and experience Christ’s call to care for the poor 
and vulnerable in a lively, challenging, multifaceted 
process in the context of a small faith community. 
 Jack Jezreel, M.Div., the founder and Executive 
Director of JustFaith Ministries, introduced the original 
JustFaith program in 1989 while working in a parish in 
Louisville, Kentucky. It was immediately and dramatically 
successful. Since then, over 30,000 people have 
participated in various JustFaith Ministries programs in 
over 1,500 churches across the country.  
 JustFaith Ministries, in conjunction with its 
partners, makes available introductory workshops, 
curriculum, resources, a website, and support services. 
While JustFaith Ministries was born from the success of 

the JustFaith program, the organization now includes the following layers of opportunity for 
faith formation, in addition to the other ten JustMatters modules.  
 
JustFaith focuses on discipleship and the call to be about God’s dream of justice and compassion 

in a world scarred by the domestic and global crisis called poverty.  
 
Engaging Spirituality presents a spiritual deepening process that invites small groups to explore 

the intersection between contemplative presence and social action. 
 
JusticeWalking (J-Walking) forms small communities of older teens and adults to engage in a 

spiritual journey and exploration of the radical call of the Gospel. 
 
College JusticeWalking (J-Walking), a semester- long “Discipleship Journey,” forms small 

communities of college students as they experiment with living the Gospel message and the 
social implications of faith. 

 
JustFaith Ministries is able to offer these programs through the generosity of donors. 

 
 

 
 
 

JustFaith Ministries also provides an online document, Taking Action Resource Guide 
(http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/takeaction_resourceguide.pdf)  to help participants learn more 
and get involved in this and other issues.   
 

http://www.justfaith.org/graduates/pdf/takeaction_resourceguide.pdf

