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                         YOUTH/HIGH SCHOOL 

Session Twelve 

FOR THE GOOD OF ALL 
1 HOUR 

 

This session (with the exception of the Signing) takes place after the first hour at the local social service agency. 

Signing is done immediately before the agency visit. 

Overview J-Walkers examine the labels on their clothing and revisit the costs our systems of 

production bring to bear upon God’s people. They reflect on the potential of friendship as the 

“right relationship” toward life that ties our well-being to the welfare of all that has been neglected, 

injured or estranged. 

Aim  J-Walkers are affirmed as friends for life, who commit to personal choices and 

relationships that promote well-being. 

Environment In a designated meeting spot at the agency, arrange a circle of chairs. Put the prayer 

cloth in the center and place the Bible, candle, and newspaper on the cloth. Place the friendship 

bracelets in a small basket. Have the other materials close at hand. Write the session title (For the 

Good of All) on the prayer cloth. J-Walkers should bring their journals and pens. 

SUPPLIES FOR THIS SESSION: BROUGHT BY: 

Prayer cloth, candle, and matches   

Markers and chime (or small bell)  

Bible marked at John 15:12-17  

CD player and companion CD  

Piece of sidewalk chalk  

Current newspaper   

Woven “friendship” bracelets (one for each J-Walker)*  

Small basket  

10 index cards   

Copy of the Co-Facilitation Schedule  

Copies of the Commissioning Retreat permission slip   
*Hand-woven bracelets are widely available; for information on fair trade craft outlets, check out Uwww.globalexchange.org UH 

or HUwww.fairtradefederation.com UH. 
 

CO-FACILITATOR TASKS:  DONE BY: 

Review materials and gather supplies.  

Delegate facilitation roles.  

Write the session title on the prayer cloth.  

Identify a practical challenge to offer the group.  

Review the “friends’ prayer” (page 5) and match the descriptions 
to the J-Walkers in your group. 

 

Since this is your final scheduled visit as a group, consider how 
you might show your gratitude to the people at the agency. 

 

 

http://www.globalexchange.org/
http://www.fairtradefederation.com/
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    GATHERING 5 minutes + 20 minutes  
 

You will need… a piece of sidewalk chalk; a pillar candle and matches; a recent newspaper; a copy of 
Everyday Justice; journals and pens. 
 

BEFORE THE AGENCY VISIT (5 MINUTES): 
 

1.1 Signing 
You will need… a piece of sidewalk chalk. 

 
Gather everyone into a circle outside the agency: 

 

We come here to recognize ourselves in the eyes of those we call friends. 
After many meetings, the stories of our friends are now ours, 
and our stories have become theirs. 
The intersection of our lives is holy ground. 

 
Use the chalk to mark a cross on the pavement in the center of the circle: 

 

This is the sign of the one who gave up his life for his friends. 
In silence we fall into the presence of the God of all life. 

  
After a minute of silence, continue:  

 

  We silently mark ourselves with a cross.  
 Loving God, living Christ, giving Spirit, bind us to one another. 
 
Lead the group into the agency.  

 
 
 
AFTER THE AGENCY VISIT (20 MINUTES): 
 

1.2 Praying the News 
You will need… a recent newspaper. 

Pray a news story.  

Close with a response prayer, such as Lord have mercy or Lamb of God…  

(For a full description of “Praying the News,” see Step One Overview, Attachment A.) 
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                         YOUTH/HIGH SCHOOL 

1.3 Opening Dialogue  
You will need… a copy of Everyday Justice; journals and pens. 

 

Open space for J-Walkers to share thoughts and feelings from today’s agency visit, their reading 

of Everyday Justice, their journal reflection and prayer time, or the spiritual practice. If needed, 

begin by reminding everyone: 

Dialogue is about listening and sharing. This is not a debate. Anyone can share, 

no one is required to speak, and all are expected to listen. 

As the dialogue closes, thank everyone for sharing and listening. 

 

    LISTENING 20 minutes 
  

You will need… the basket of friendship bracelets; the index cards; the Bible marked at John 15:12-17; the 
CD player and companion CD cued to “I’ll Stand with You”. 
 

2.1 Symbol 
You will need… the basket of friendship bracelets. 

 

Hold up the basket of bracelets: 

 

Friendship enriches and complicates life. 
It broadens our understanding and has the power to transform us. 

 
Pass the basket around the circle. Ask each person to take one bracelet and hold it in their hands: 

 

Our friendships define our lives, demonstrate our values, and describe our faith. 
If you want know what we believe in, look for those who would call us “friend.” 
When those we call “neighbors” look to us as “friends,” service has blossomed 
into solidarity.  
 

2.2 Presenting the Theme (15 minutes)  

You will need… index cards; the Bible marked at John 15:12-17; the CD player and Companion CD. 

 

Lead the group in this echo prayer (Psalm 25:6):  

 

Co-facilitator prays:      J-Walkers repeat: 

Remember your mercy, O God…   Remember your mercy, O God… 

And the love you have shown us from old. And the love you have shown us from old. 
(Pause and repeat.) 
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                         YOUTH/HIGH SCHOOL 

Instruct J-Walkers to pair up. Hand an index card to each pair. Ask them to check the labels on 

their clothes, footwear, hats, cell phones, purses, wallets, watches, eyewear, and other personal 

items, and list on their card all the countries where these items were manufactured. Give J-

Walkers three minutes to make their lists. After three minutes, invite each pair to read aloud the 

names of the countries they listed. Write them on the cloth in a circle around the session title: 

 

From the socks on our feet to the rocks in our jewelry, 
we are wrapped into one another’s lives. 
Every accessory tells a story; every purchase makes a statement. 
This list exposes our personal investment 
in the world of goods and services.  
There are hidden costs in every element of our lives. 
 

Ask people to pick up their friendship bracelets: 

 

God’s children were not created to endure survival wages or inhuman 
conditions. Good cannot come from the manufacture of suffering.  
How can we be mindful of these “hidden costs” 
in a world that so often takes exploitation for granted?   

  

Read out the names of the countries on the cloth.  

 

Imagine with me the faces of the people who work to produce and package our 
goods. 
Jesus commands us to love them as neighbor—as friend. 
Our social teachings do not permit us to use people.  
They invite us to consider how our actions promote shalom—the well-being of 
all life. Friends are never complacent about each other’s welfare.  

 

╬ Read John 15:12-17 – Love one another, as I have loved you. 

 

From our morning shower to our bedtime ritual, 
we are involved in countless transactions with life.  
We cannot absolve ourselves from our daily responsibility to promote life. 
“Choose life!” pleads God. “Be compassionate!” commands Jesus. 
The prophets instruct us: “Write the covenant of love on your hearts, 
wear it on your forehead and wrap it around your wrists…lest you forget!” 
 

♫ “I’ll Stand with You” from the Companion CD – As the song plays, ask J-Walkers 

to tie the friendship bracelets they are each holding around the wrist of a neighbor in the circle so 

that everyone is wearing a bracelet.  
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                         YOUTH/HIGH SCHOOL 

When the song finishes, both co-facilitators alternate reading the following reflection. 

Choose and read one line for each J-Walker until each one has been named and blessed: 

 

(Name), you are a  …friend to lonely and homebound people. 

(Name), you are a …friend to those longing for release from prisons and detention centers. 

(Name), you are a …friend of refugees, migrants, foreigners and strangers. 

(Name), you are a …friend to the earth and all of her creatures. 

(Name), you are a …friend to the unborn, and those who are fragile, sick, and suffering. 

(Name), you are a …friend of people living with mental or physical disabilities. 

(Name), you are a …friend to those who suffer poverty, especially children. 

(Name), you are a …friend of those who are elderly and feeble. 

(Name), you are a …friend to those awaiting execution and the victims of violence. 

(Name), you are a …friend to people who are persecuted and marginalized by society. 

(Name), you are a …friend to all who have been brutalized by war. 

(Name), you are a …friend of those who have been abused and violated. 

(Name), you are a …friend to people who are sold as slaves, exploited and forced to labor. 

(Name), you are a …friend of people who are hungry for food, for respect, for justice. 

 
Conclude with this finally invitation:  
 

These “right relationships” are doorways into God’s House. 
Wear these bands, woven by people unknown yet connected to us, 
as a sign of your commitment to live for the good of all.  
 

 

    SHARING 15 minutes 
 

You will need… journals and pens; CD player and reflective music (optional); markers. 
 

3.1 Journal Reflection 

 

◙ Open space for journaling and silent reflection. You may choose to play 

reflective background music. After a time, call everyone back to the circle. 
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3.2 Dialogue 

 

Invite people to share their thoughts on today’s session, time at the margins, the spiritual 

practice, or the readings. Use the following questions to spark dialogue, if necessary: 

 

When have you been surprised by someone who welcomed or befriended you? 
 
If friendships are an indication of what we value and who we care about,  
what do your friendships reveal about you? 
 
Tell us about a person who has influenced your opinion, outlook, or attitude 
toward someone or something in your life. 

 

Invite those who wish to write a word or phrase of wisdom from the session on the prayer cloth. 

 

    SENDING 5 minutes 
 

You will need… a copy of the co-facilitation schedule; retreat permission slips. 

 

4.1 Solidarity Challenge 
 

Encourage the group to stay faithful to the spiritual practice introduced during Session Eleven 

(Reconciliation and Collaboration) and offer one practical action everyone in the group can take 

together to be mindful of the “hidden costs” of global production. (Co-facilitators decide on this 

practical action before the session.)  

 

4.2 Announcements 
 

Remind the group of the following: 

 Date, time, location and co-facilitators for the Commissioning Retreat. Pass out the 

permission slips and finalize any last details with the group. 

 Remind J-Walkers that they are encouraged to invite family, friends and other supporters 

to the final hour of the retreat for a commissioning rite. 

 

4.3 Closing 

 

Strike the chime once. Invite the group to stand together for a moment of silence.  

Pick up the lighted candle and close with the ancient blessing of Moses (Numbers 6:24-26): 

     

God, bless us…  God, keep us… God, make your face to shine upon us… 
God, be gracious to us…    And grant us your peace…  Amen. 

 

End by sharing a sign of peace, with a word of thanks and a reminder to pray for one another.  
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