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Session Overview and Materials 

Session Focus: Poverty in the USA 

Set chairs in a circle around the prayer table. 

Section Timing 

Opening Prayer 5 minutes 

DVD: Waiting on the World to Change 60 minutes 

BREAK 10 minutes 

Business Items 10 minutes 

Connecting with Poverty in Your Community 20 minutes 

New Perspectives Dialogue: reflecting on the readings 40 minutes 

Closing Prayer 5 minutes 

 

Session Checklist  

For the group: 
□ Large pillar candle and matches 

□ Bible 

□ A chime or bell 

□ Reflective music 

□ DVD player and TV  

□ DVD: Waiting on the World to Change 

□ Print outs of the Living Wage 
calculations for your community and 
for the city of Camden, New Jersey, 
from http://livingwage.mit.edu/  

□ Flipchart paper and markers (optional) 

□ Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church or a print out of Paragraph 54 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://livingwage.mit.edu/
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Session Notes for the Co-Facilitators 

A key concept in Catholic social teaching is called subsidiarity. For many participants, this word and 
its meaning may be unfamiliar. Thomas Groome, a professor of theology and pastoral ministry at 
Boston College, describes it this way:   

Subsidiarity encourages addressing social needs at the lowest level effective, instead of 
expecting everything to be done at the macro level of the state. In other words, let local 
organizations and groups do the most they can, retaining as much freedom and initiative as 
possible throughout society. On the other hand, the principle of societal agency reflects the 
state’s responsibility to step in and provide whatever else is needed for personal and 
common good. 

Thomas Groome, Educating for Life: A Spiritual Vision for Every Teacher and Parent 
(Allen, TX: Thomas More Publishers, 1998), 371-372. 

 

As we explore the systemic nature of poverty and the individual lives it affects, subsidiarity will 
surface because it is related to empowerment and effective change. As part of your preparation for 
this week’s discussion, visit Living Wage Calculator and look at what a living wage is in your 
community and for Camden, New Jersey, which is featured in this session’s film, Waiting on the 
World to Change. This information will be used during the discussion. You can also access this link 
from the Participant Resource page at tinyurl.com/jfc2014-2015.  

Participants in your group will probably come from a variety of socio-economic experiences, and 
one or two might find that Waiting on the World to Change resembles their lived reality or past 
experiences. If this is the case, encourage people to share these experiences as they are comfortable 
and encourage the rest of the group to listen with compassion and care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://livingwage.mit.edu/
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Welcome and Opening Prayer (5 minutes) 

Items needed:  A Bible marked at 1 John 4: 20-21, a chime or bell. 

Environment: If possible, play instrumental music in the background. 

 

Welcome participants. Describe the session using these or similar words:  

Today, we will connect with poverty in America through  
a DVD about life in Camden, New Jersey, which is frequently recognized  

as one of America’s poorest and most violent cities. Let us begin with prayer. 

 

Light the pillar candle on the prayer table. 

 

Call to Prayer 

Read with quiet reverence: 

Leader: Most Holy One, You who created all people in your image,  

we come to you with heavy hearts… 

for we begin to see more clearly the suffering of our brothers and sisters 

in our community, in our nation, and in our world. 

We give thanks for the wisdom your Holy Spirit offers us 

and we pray for an ever-growing experience of your love and compassion  

toward all people in the world. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Read 1 John 4: 20-21.  Pause for two full minutes of silent reflection. 

Strike a chime or gently ring the bell to end the silence.  

Offer these words for further reflection: 

When we surrender each day to God’s will in our lives—each time we pray the Lord’s 
Prayer—we affirm that God can remake and reshape our lives to fit new purposes that the 

Holy Spirit makes for us. But how do we know what those purposes are?  How can we 
discern what God has in mind for us? Just as the prophets, saints, and sages of all times 
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have discovered, we can know God’s will by listening and looking and seeking the hand of 
the Creator in the world around us. 

 

Rite of Blessing  

Invite participants to follow you as you mark a cross on your forehead, lips, and heart: 

Bless with me the thoughts, the words, and the stirrings of our hearts that we will share in 
dialogue: 

(Cross forehead) Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts… 

(Cross lips)   May we speak your truth… 

(Cross heart)  May our hearts be opened. 

AMEN. 

Waiting on the World to Change DVD (60 minutes) 

Introduce the DVD with these or similar words:  

This 2007 episode from the 20/20 ABC News program follows the lives of three young 
people living in Camden, New Jersey: 6-year-old Moochie, who dreams of being a judge; 

Billy Joe, a high school senior determined to be the first in his family to graduate from high 
school; and 4-year-old Ivan, a homeless boy whose one dream is to have a room of his own.  

Diane Sawyer follows a year in their lives through Camden, one of the poorest and most 
dangerous city in America, sometimes called “Murder City USA.” 

 
In early 2014, Camden was once again rated as the most violent city in the United States 
and made the list for Top 10 Most Dangerous Cities in the World in a group of cities that 

included places in Somalia, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. 
 

Play the DVD, Waiting on the World to Change (40 minutes).  

Following the film, invite participants to briefly share their reactions (20 minutes). Prompt dialogue 
with these questions:  

1. What one word or phrase sums up your reaction to these stories from Camden? (Go 
around the circle and encourage everyone to share their response to this question.) 

2. Where do you see signs of hope in these stories? 

3. Share the statistics below and then ask: How do these statistics speak to the hopes 
and hurdles of children growing up in Camden? 
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You may want to write the statistics in the chart below on flipchart paper or white board. Most of 
these numbers are from 2012 (latest statistics available from the U.S. Census Bureau, American 
Community Survey). The affluent city mentioned in the 20/20 segment was Morristown, New 
Jersey. Statistics for both cities are provided for comparison: 

 In early 2013 the state of New Jersey transferred the responsibility of policing Camden from 
the city to the county. Camden recorded 57 homicides in 2013, down from 67 the year 
before and violent crime of all types fell 38% year-over-year in January 2014.  

 Nearly one of every four children in the United States lives in poverty. 

 

 Camden, 
New Jersey 

Morristown, 
New Jersey 

% With high school diploma or 
higher education 

64% 85% 

% Unemployed 23.9% 5.7% 

% With less than $10,000 in 
annual income 

17% 4.4% 

% Living below the poverty 
line 

35.2% 10.8% 

% Children under 18 living 
below the poverty line 

52% 18.1% 

 

BREAK (10 minutes) 

Invite participants to share refreshments (if provided). 

 

Business Items (10 minutes) 

1. Discuss details for the Journey to Justice Day (or other Phase 2 Immersion Experience if not 
doing Journey to Justice at this time), if necessary. 

2. Remind participants about the spiritual practice. The group will discuss their responses to 
fasting during the next session. 
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Connecting with Poverty in Your Community/State (20 minutes) 

Using the information from the Living Wage calculation and the PovertyUSA.org website, briefly 
respond to the following two questions.  

1. Highlight some of the numbers from the living wage calculations comparing your city with 
Camden, New Jersey. What is surprising or revealing about some of these numbers?  

2. In Waiting on the World to Change, the film connects the children living in the impoverished 
area to children living in the wealthier section of the state. What parts of your community do 
you recognize in this dichotomy? What are a few differences you experience or see in the 
lives of people living in the more and less affluent parts of your city/state? 

 

New Perspectives Dialogue: reflecting on the readings (40 minutes) 

Share the following quotation as a preface to the dialogue. 

In the introduction of Solidarity Will Transform the World (page 4), we read, “Hope has 
consequences. If we live within hope, we overcome ‘cynicism, indifference, and cowardice’ 

and develop the courage to begin to transform the world.” 

You will not be able to cover all of the questions that follow, so choose questions that seem most 
appropriate to prompt dialogue for your group. Do discuss at least one question from each of the 
two books. 

1. As a person of faith viewing God’s people through a lens of compassion, what types of 
government and corporate policies and actions related to those living in poverty would you 
advocate for to demonstrate hope and courage?  

2. In chapter one of Solidarity Will Transform the World, we read of families along the Mexico-
U.S. border who are making choices based on their economic circumstances. 

 What are the “push” factors that cause a person to leave his/her country?  

 What are the “pull” factors that attract a person to come to the United States?  

 Which of these factors—hope, courage, cynicism, indifference, and cowardice—are 
included in the national dialogue around immigration?  

3. How would you describe the true measure of the success of Bancomún and micro-credit in 
Nogales? What practices in the micro-finance projects do you think most contribute to this 
success?  
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4. “Voluntary displacement . . . leads us to see with others what we could not see before, to feel 
with others what we could not feel before, to hear with others what we could not hear 
before” (Compassion, page 64). Ask how members of the group have experienced “seeing” 
something or someone they could not see before because he/she went to a place on the 
margins of life or society. 

5. “Quite often we will discover that we are asked to follow our Lord to places we would rather 
not go. But when we have learned to see him in the small displacements of our daily lives, 
the greater call will not seem so great after all.  We then will find the courage to follow him 
and be amazed by our freedom to do so” (Compassion, page 73). What are some of the small 
displacements you have experienced? How have they helped you to have the courage for 
even greater voluntary displacement? 

 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Read aloud paragraph 54 (page 23) from the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. Pause at 
the end to allow each person to prayerfully reflect on the text.  

 

Words to Live By 

Leader: Let us take this prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me: 

  Let us build the city of God. May our tears be turned into dancing.   

All:   Let us build the city of God.  May our tears be turned into dancing.   

Leader: For the Lord, our Light and our Love, has turned the night into day.   

All:  For the Lord, our Light and our Love, has turned the night into day.   

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, while we 
work, as we rest and when we pray for one another.   

Call to mind those who are suffering, in despair or fear. (Pause) 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

 Leader: Now, we share in the peace for which our world hungers. 

With a sign of peace, we affirm one another for the journey ahead. 

May we extend God’s peace to all! 


