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Notes to Participants 

Phase 2 

JustFaith Catholic 

 
Keep this document for all of Phase 2. It contains the reading assignments for each session as well 

as helpful information that will offer context for group discussions. 

 

Readings/Assignments 

Please make every effort to complete the readings and other assignments and to review the 
handouts prior to each session. The readings are are offered to help you explore the session’s topic 
from a new perspective. 

We invite you also to light a candle and find a comfortable and quiet place to complete the readings. 
Spend time savoring the readings rather than rushing through them. If you encounter an idea that 
you find particularly thought-provoking, you may want to jot it down to help you prepare for the 
next group discussion. Notice what thoughts, feelings, and ideas are stirred within as you read. As 
always, be open to the work of the Spirit. 

There also is a Participant Resource Page on our website where you will access additional program 

resources throughout the program. Visit and bookmark the website: tinyurl.com/jfc2014-2015.  

 

Session 7: Global Poverty 

 Compassion, Chapter 4, pages 47-59 

 The Joy of the Gospel, Chapter 2, pages 37-75 

 Solidarity Will Transform the World, Foreword and 
Introduction, pages ix-xi and 3-10 

 Notes to Participants, pages 3-7 

Session 8: Poverty in the USA 

 Compassion, Chapter 5, pages 60-73 

 Solidarity Will Transform the World, Chapter 1, pages 11-
35 

 Notes to Participants, pages 8-9 

http://tinyurl.com/jfcparticipant234695
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Session 9: Addressing Food 
Insecurity 

 Bread for the World 2014 Hunger Report, Chapter 2 

 Compassion, Chapter 6, pages 74-84 

 Notes to Participants, page 10 

Session 10: Addressing Poverty One 
Issue at a Time 

 Solidarity Will Transform the World, Chapters 4-5, pages 
97-150 

 Watch 2 CRS videos (total 15 minutes). (liink found on 
Participant Resource Page) 

 Notes to Participants, pages 11-12 

Session 11: Children and Poverty 

 Jonathan Kozol speech at Amherst (links found on 
Participant Resource Page) 

 Notes to Participants, page 13 

Session 12: Poor and Empowered 

 The Catholic Campaign for Human Development: The History 
of the Catholic Bishop’s Domestic Anti-Poverty Program  (link 
found on Participant Resource Page) 

 Notes to Participants, pages 14-17 

 

All JustFaith program documents, including the Notes to Participants and the Session Handouts, 
are for participants in registered groups to use during the program year, per the licensing agreement. 
Do not copy, share, or forward without permission. 
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Session 7 Preparation 

What does it mean to be faithful to Christ? 

As the Christian vision of love and justice is applied to the world, God’s love and justice draws us 
into the lives of those who are in peril or in harm’s way. The Biblical tradition rightly observes that 
those who are economically poor stand in the middle of that peril. Human dignity is degraded and 
violated by the lack of access to food, housing, healthcare, and work.  

It is not surprising that Catholic social teaching articulates an “option for the poor,” which 
describes for us the direction of compassion. This phrase—option for the poor—expresses a 
posture that is both pastoral and prophetic. This principle of Catholic social teaching calls us and 
challenges us to make those who are poor a priority in our lives.  

One of the challenges of responding to the Christian call to “stand with the poor” is the matter of 
learning a new vocabulary of values. Most of us hold assumptions about poverty and/or have been 
taught to think of poverty through the lens of politics, the lens of failure, or the lens of 
unimportance. We hear that the poor are lazy or unmotivated; we are told they have nothing to 
offer us. They are not “players” in our lives. JustFaith, however, asks you to stand with the poor 
through a lens of compassion, a lens of solidarity, and a lens of community. 

As you continue your reading and dialogue, stay with and pray about any discomfort you may feel 
about the topics or the dialogues. Hold your fellow group members in love if they express feelings 
of anger or pain or sadness.  

Through your JustFaith group, you have the opportunity to encounter different perspectives with 
love and respect. Seize this opportunity! Our world desperately needs more people talking with love 
and respect as we all try to navigate the troubled waters of global poverty, conflict and violence.  

 

Dialogue Reflection 

Dialogue is often a new skill for many JustFaith participants. We live in—and are accustomed to—a 
world where all too often communication is short, lacks real substance, and is directed one way. 
Before Session 7, spend some time reflecting on your dialogue skills. Pay particular attention to 
those topics that have caused—or continue to cause—a judgment, a curt response, or visceral 
reaction in you.  

As you prepare for this session, spend some time with the following questions. Before you begin to 
answer them, though, re-read “The Role of Dialogue in JustFaith” in the Phase 1 Notes to 
Participants.  

Your group will have a brief discussion on dialogue during Session 7. 
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Reviewing 
dialogue’s desired 

behaviors, what 
behaviors did I 

demonstrate that 
promoted the 
conversation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewing the 
behaviors to 
avoid, what 

behaviors did I 
demonstrate that 

hindered the 
conversation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What could I do 
differently next 

time to promote a 
compassionate 
conversation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signs of the Times 

In chapter 2 of Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis states: “I do exhort all the communities to an ‘ever 

watchful scrutiny of the signs of the times’. This is in fact a grave responsibility, since certain 

present realities, unless effectively dealt with, are capable of setting off processes of dehumanization 

which would then be hard to reverse”(51).   
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He goes on to state: “In our time humanity is experiencing a turning-point in its history, as we can 

see from the advances being made in so many fields. We can only praise the steps being taken to 

improve people’s welfare in areas such as health care, education and communications. At the same 

time we have to remember that the majority of our contemporaries are barely living from day to 

day, with dire consequences. A number of diseases are spreading. The hearts of many people are 

gripped by fear and desperation, even in the so-called rich countries. The joy of living frequently 

fades, lack of respect for others and violence are on the rise, and inequality is increasingly evident. It 

is a struggle to live and, often, to live with precious little dignity” (52).  

As you enter Phase 2 of the JustFaith journey, you will consider various aspects of global poverty—

i.e., poverty in the United States and abroad. Some of the realities and “signs of the times” will be 

discouraging. Others will be hopeful and will call you to action. As you consider these realities and 

signs of the times, keep in mind that Pope Francis warns all Christians against becoming like 

“mummies in a museum” (83) or being “disillusioned pessimists and sourpusses” (85)! 

Take some quiet time in preparation for Session 7 to consider the following information (source: 

Hunger and Poverty Facts - link is on Participant Resource Page too): 

 Worldwide, the number of hungry people has dropped significantly over the past two 

decades, but 842 million people continue to struggle with hunger every day. 

 Worldwide, 1.2 billion people still live in extreme poverty — on less than $1.25 per day. 

 Roughly 1 billion men, women, and children are food-insecure. 

 We live in the world’s wealthiest nation. Yet 14.5 percent of U.S. households—nearly 49 

million Americans, including 15.9 million children—struggle to put food on the table. 

 In the United States, hunger is not caused by a scarcity of food, but rather the continued 

prevalence of poverty. Both issues must be addressed in our continued efforts to help those 

Jesus called “the least of these” (Matthew 25:45). 

 

Spiritual Practice 

“But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not 
by others, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”  
Mt. 6: 17-18 

What drew you into JustFaith? Often times JustFaith attracts people because deep inside all of us 
there is a gnawing hunger and a hope for a world more just and livable—a world promised by God 
and announced by Jesus as good news for the poor.  

To connect to that hunger, JustFaith offers spiritual practices or activities designed to deepen our 

http://www.bread.org/hunger/global/facts.html
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connection with God and with God’s people in need. During the next week you will be encouraged 
to adopt an ancient practice that we share with people of many faith traditions—the practice of 
fasting from food.  

We live in a culture that focuses on dieting yet squirms at the notion of fasting. In our world, which 
offers us too much to eat, it is easy to forget that eating is a moral and spiritual act. Reducing our 
intake of food for a day, perhaps skipping a meal, can become an outward sign of a heartfelt desire 
for change, a profound way of connecting faith to life. 

Fasting provides a change of perspective, a heightened sense of awareness, and sometimes 
discomfort, as well as an emptiness that can teach us much about how to live so that others might 
eat. One in three human beings on our planet lives with hunger every day! 

But fasting is about much more than food. It is an intentional, conscientious choice to make 
ourselves more susceptible, available, and reachable. When we fast, we are weakened. Our resistance 
is lowered. We realize how little it takes for us to become needy, dependent, and hungry. It is 
amazing how the lack of a little bit of food can change the way we look at the world. Paradoxically, 
fasting is also about slowing down.  

Fasting is a full-body prayer, a way of inviting God into our lives. 
We have forgotten who we are called to be when people are allowed 
to suffer and die in our world because of indifference. We all know 
the numbers; it happens every day, and despite our efforts, we still 
can’t prevent tens of thousands of people from dying each day of 
hunger-related diseases. Is it any wonder then that in a hungry world 
God comes to us as bread broken?  

We have to let this social breakdown and spiritual crisis get to us—
get into our hearts, into our bellies, under our skin. Starvation is one way violence enters our world. 
Those who love life cherish it and do what they can to protect it. Fasting is one way of responding 
to the deaths of so many of God’s children, by physically reminding ourselves on a regular basis 
that we are fragile and dependent on God. 

 Fasting with attention to the needs of others frees us to care more deeply and more effectively. It is 
also a profound act of solidarity. When you feel the twinge of hunger, know that you are joining 
your life to an invisible thread of solidarity with millions of your brothers and sisters and with 
Christ who blessed those who are hungry.  

You are empowered to set the parameters of the fast according to your physical ability (fasting from 
one, two, or three meals, for example). We encourage you to try it for three separate days between 
Sessions 7 and 9. Be gentle and tolerant of your limitations. This is prayer, not an endurance test. It 
is recognition of our weakness before God and of our need for one another. You will have the 
opportunity to discuss your experience in Session 9. 
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 JustFaith Program Roster 

At JustFaith Ministries, it’s our mission to help form, inform, and transform people of faith by 
offering programs and resources that sustain them in their compassionate commitment to build a 
more just and peaceful world. In addition to offering programs like JustFaith, we also offer 
resources for you to use once the program is over—resources designed to help you more fully live 
your faith. 

During Session 7, your group will take a few minutes to complete a group roster. Filling in your 
contact information will enable you to receive resources and information (both electronic and print) 
from JustFaith Ministries and possibly no more than two mailings per year from each of our partner 
organizations: Bread for the World, Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief 
Services, and Maryknoll.  

We strongly believe that you will find the mailings you receive—all of which are limited in number 
and scope—to be valuable and supportive tools for engaging our broken world in a compassionate, 
faith-filled way. Of course, if you decide that you don’t agree, you may choose to stop receiving 
communications from our partners or from us at any time. Furthermore, we promise never to share 
your information with any organizations or persons unaffiliated with JustFaith Ministries.  

Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the JustFaith Ministries office at 
502-429-0865 or mary@justfaith.org. 

 

mailto:mary@justfaith.org
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Session 8 Preparation 

Poverty in the United States 

In addition to the reading for this week, set aside about 15-20 minutes to go to the PovertyUSA.org 
website; find the link on the Participant Resource Page. The PovertyUSA.org website, which is an 
educational initiative from the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, includes many useful 
tools and sources of information about poverty in the United States. 

To begin your exploration of this site, take the Poverty USA quiz, which you will find by going to 
the gray banner in the middle of the page to “Poverty Resources” and following the drop-down 
menu to Quiz. Here you can test your current knowledge with a set of True/False questions. After 
you answer each question, the quiz will give you a fact about poverty to illustrate the data behind 
each question. 

Another part of the main page that may draw your attention is the animated video entitled, “Poverty 
USA Tour” that you will find in the lower left-hand corner. This brief video points to some of the 
difficulties that people living right at the poverty line experience on a regular basis. 

Finally, if you need a sign of hope among all of the statistics, then take a few minutes to read one of 
the “Stories of Hope,” which talks about the many different ways groups of people are finding 
solutions to poverty.  

 

Spiritual Practice 

Remember to set aside a day this week to fast from food as part of the spiritual practice for this 
phase. As in Phase 1, you set the parameters for your practice. Offer your spiritual practice with a 
prayerful and receptive heart. 

 

 “Radical” Compassion 

During Phase 1, you were introduced to the film Portrait of a Radical. The word “radical” can evoke a 
variety of responses because the word itself can take on a variety of meanings. Common 
associations with the word “radical” may include “extremist,” “renegade,” or “fanatic.” A more 
literal definition of the word “radical” is “going to the roots.” 

To be a radical in the sense used in the film is to be a holistic advocate, one who seeks the why 
behind every situation. The radical both cares for the men, women, and children who suffer poverty 
and oppression and, by “going to the roots,” works to ensure that no others are sent adrift without 
resources and hope for a better life. A radical is one who views the world through a prophetic lens—
who is dissatisfied with the band aids available but who hopes, instead, for transformation. This 
sense of radical—a life of overwhelming, holistic compassion—is the example offered in Christ. 
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Throughout the Gospels, we see Jesus “going to the roots,” empowering his followers to become 
agents of the Kingdom of God. We see him 
teaching fishermen that they, too, can 
perform miracles (Mt 17:14-20). We hear of 
him breaking bread with the hungry (Mk 
6:32-44), giving “living water” to the outcast   
(Jn 4:4-42), and resisting that which 
dishonors God (Lk 19:45-47).  

Indeed, in his very birth Jesus “went to the 
roots,” by being born a Palestinian Jew 
under Roman occupation, such that “the 
least of these” might feel empowered by the 
Spirit of the Living God.  

Such stories of Jesus “going to the roots” 
exemplify the radical nature of God’s love and compassion. 

Consider, for a moment, the figures, such as Fr. Greg Boyle, whom you have encountered so far. 
How have their ministries modeled this radical nature of God’s compassion? How has their ministry 
affected your notion of discipleship? In what radical ways might God be calling you? 

May God’s radical compassion surround you and empower you to “go to the roots” in your life. 
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Session 9 Preparation 

Taking Action to End Hunger Through Advocacy 

Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge 
righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy. (Proverbs 31:8-9) 

This verse from Proverbs is but one instance in the Scriptures when the people of God are called to 
advocate for and address injustices suffered by the poor—the anawim. “Anawim” is a Hebrew word 
that means “the poor calling on God for deliverance.” This word is often used in the Psalms, 
including Psalm 37:11, “Blessed are the anawim for they shall inherit the land.” Various English 
translations use the word humble, meek, or oppressed, but in Hebrew, it clearly refers to those who 
have been crushed by injustice. 

Throughout Scripture we find many stories of people seeking justice, and we read about God’s 
response. The key redemption story is the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt. The Exodus 
story has stirred hope among oppressed people ever since. God hears and answers their cries. 

As Israel moved out of the wilderness to settle the land, kings, priests, and elders became 
responsible for the nation’s observance of the law. When the law was not upheld, or when those in 
power became corrupt, God sent messengers to call for repentance and for a return to right 
relationships. These messengers were the prophets and their ministry was to call the powerful to 
compassion. 

In Session 9, you will be connected with a 21st century version of calling on the powers and 
principalities to right the wrongs of society including learning how to use one effective strategy to 
create political change. The focus will be on legislative advocacy—writing letters and calling on our 
political leaders to change policies that affect the poor, the anawim of our society. 

Active participation in the political process is a long-standing role for people of faith in the U.S. In 
the last U.S Catholic Bishops’ pastoral statement, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, we read:  

“The Catholic community brings important assets to the political dialogue about our nation’s 
future. We bring a consistent moral framework—drawn from basic human reason that is 
illuminated by Scripture and the teaching of the Church—for assessing issues, political 
platforms, and campaigns. We also bring broad experience in serving those in need—
educating the young, caring for the sick, sheltering the homeless, helping women who face 
difficult pregnancies, feeding the hungry, welcoming immigrants and refugees, reaching out 
in global solidarity, and pursuing peace.  

“In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political 
life is a moral obligation. This obligation is rooted in our baptismal commitment to follow 
Jesus Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do.” (#12, 13) 

During Session 9 you will learn about the Bread for the World Offering of Letters, an annual letter 
writing campaign that takes place in churches throughout the United States. These letters are 
focused on persuading and supporting our legislators to establish policies to end hunger and 
poverty in our world.  
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Session 10 Preparation 

Hope for the End of Global Poverty 

In preparation for Session 10, take time to watch two short, online films from Catholic Relief 
Services. Links to the films are found on the Participant Resource Page. 

 

Prophetic Moral Vision 

One of the roles of the prophets is to help people gain or regain their sight—their moral vision, if 
you will. Faith plays an unusual and mysterious role in our lives, giving us a way of understanding 
the world—a lens by which to interpret events and to discern the path for our lives. Interestingly, 
the way of Jesus and the way of the prophets lead us to see our brothers and sisters who so often go 
unseen. This way of faith helps us to perceive injustice and gain insight for those things that do 
harm, thereby giving us the vision to pursue forgiveness and reconciliation.  

The challenge for the Biblical prophets, and for us, is how to help our communities develop such 
prophetic moral vision—to see what so often goes unseen. It is not as simple as quoting statistics or 
shouting “Feed the hungry!” To tell each other that there are hungry people is not the recipe for 
conversion or compassion. Cognitively knowing that there are hungry people is certainly part of the 
formula, but this simple knowledge rarely leads to great changes of any kind.   

What does seem to arouse our vision—our “faith-sightedness”—is when we go deeper, when 
messages or appeals impact our brains and our hearts and our guts and our spirit. Such “faith-
sightedness” is born from relationship, from experience, from resonance. It is found in the 
transitions from the objective to the subjective—from seeing the world through the brain to 
perceiving it holistically. When statistics become enfleshed with experience, story, and humanity, we 
begin to see that behind every fact and figure is a beloved child of God.  

There are many ways to develop a personal sense of prophetic moral vision. Many people gain this 
lens after an experience of immersion, where new and sometimes uncomfortable boundaries are 
crossed, stories are shared, and relationships are developed. Many find this new vision in small 
groups where people join together for honest sharing, open learning, and prayerful attention. 
Sometimes it helps when all elements of our humanity are engaged—our minds, yes, which find 
stimulation in books, but also our eyes and ears in watching videos and hearing stories; our spirits in 
praying; our hearts in honest and compassionate community. This is what JustFaith seeks to 
provide: a space for developing prophetic moral vision by engaging all of our intelligences.  

Week after week, JustFaith offers readings, videos, speakers, and exercises that are designed to help 
us see through the lens of faith. For most of us, this is hard work and can be challenging. It can be 
stressful and disheartening and overwhelming. But it is part of the gospel journey. Indeed, the 
Gospel does re-orient us, but first it must dis-orient us. Being drawn into the message of God’s 
radical love for us all is certainly wonderful, but it comes with growing pains.  

One of the ideas you will encounter during the next several weeks will be the implication of U.S. 
and other developed nations involvement in the economic, political, and environmental crises of 
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many poorer countries. Throughout history, richer countries have taken advantage of smaller, less 
powerful countries. The historical record indicates that governments are not always good and 
sometimes even very wrong.  

While the historical record documents the above, it may be difficult for some of us to define 
citizenship in a way that allows for critique of our government and even a kind of holy skepticism 
toward the dangers of governmental power. To question authority—even when clearly 
appropriate—potentially puts us at odds with our neighbors, our friends, and even our family. 

As you discuss the global economy or our relationships with developing countries, the question that 
must always be asked first is, “What does it mean to be faithful to Christ?” We may be tempted to 
ask other competing questions like “What does it mean to be faithful to my family, my country, my 
neighbors, my political opinions, etc.?” Nevertheless, in the conversations on the subject of 
allegiance, you are encouraged to focus on other questions: Who is the God of our lives? Who are 
we responsible to? What are we responsible for? Who is my neighbor and what does that ask of me? 

These growing pains and challenges can be attended to through the great gift of prayer. Prayer is 
expressed in many ways but is typically characterized by quiet, silence, solitude, reflection. It is our 
heart’s way of listening and integrating—of dealing with this shift from viewing the world as a given 
to viewing it prophetically.  

As you travel through the weekly messages of JustFaith, take some time to be quiet, to silently 
reflect on all you are hearing, seeing, reading, and learning. Light a candle and allow yourself time to 
be attentive, to think, to breathe, and to be mindful that God is present to us and among us.  
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Session 11 Preparation 

 Kozol and Children in Poverty 

For the first half of Session 11, your group will have a guest speaker who will speak about children 
in your community who are poor, those living in poverty. As you enter this session, come prepared 
with an open heart and receptive heart, ready to learn and not to judge.  

In preparation for Session 11, take time to watch the six online segments of a talk that Jonathan 
Kozol presented at Amherst University on “Education in America.” The total time for these six, 
short talks is 50 minutes. The links for the segments are on the Participant Resource Page. 

Jonathan Kozol will be a familiar name to people who participated in or facilitated the JustFaith 
program several years ago. Kozol is the author of Amazing Grace, a book the JustFaith program used 
for many years to illustrate the impact of urban poverty on children, families, and communities. It 
tells poignant stories of people living in the South Bronx in one of the poorest neighborhoods in 
the United States. Now, some 25 years later, Kozol has a new book, Fires in the Ashes, in which he 
returns to the scene of his prizewinning books Rachel and Her Children and Amazing Grace, and to the 
children whose lives he shared, to tell of their journeys and unexpected victories as they grew into 
adulthood. 

For nearly 50 years, Kozol has written about the inequalities inflicted upon children for no reason 
but the accident of being born into poverty within a wealthy nation. He has persistently crossed the 
lines of class and race, first as a teacher, then as an author, to write about the children he has called 
“the outcasts of our nation’s ingenuity.”  

Kozol, however, is not a distant or detached reporter. His own life (he comes from a family of 
wealth and privilege, is a Rhodes Scholar and Harvard graduate) has been radically transformed by 
the children who have trusted and befriended him. After his experiences in Mott Haven and the 
South Bronx, he founded The Education Action Fund to provide direct support for many of the 
children and adults portrayed in his books and to others living in profoundly segregated inner-city 
neighborhoods that are served by underfunded and overcrowded schools. The foundation has 
demonstrated that a small amount of money at a time of need for a family can prevent a minor 
setback from escalating into the kind of financial emergency that disrupts a child’s education and 
draws a family deeper into destitution.  
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Session 12 Preparation 

Holding Ground before You Can Gain Ground 

Holding Ground, the documentary that preceded Gaining Ground (which you will view during Session 
12) was used by JustFaith groups for many years. Holding Ground tells a story of hope, a story of 
struggle, and a story of a community being reborn as its residents come together. In 1985, after 
years of mismanagement, decay, and neglect—after literally being dumped on with the city’s trash—
the residents of Dudley Street in Roxbury, Massachusetts, learned that local groups were planning 
to revitalize their neighborhood without their participation. As urban planners began to propose 
ways to gentrify this community south of Boston, the people living in this blighted neighborhood 
took over. They formed the Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative (DSNI) to create a community 
plan, force the city to haul out the trash, build new housing, and unite as a community.  

DSNI’s members represented all residents of the community—African-American, Latino, Cape 
Verdean, and European-American—as they fought to close down illegal trash dumps, gain 
unprecedented control of land from City Hall, and create a comprehensive plan to rebuild their 
community. Through the voices of committed residents, activists and city officials, Holding Ground 
shows how a Boston neighborhood was able to create and carry out its own agenda for change. 

Throughout the film, it depicts the broader social aspects of DSNI. The Young Architects and 
Planners Project provided the community’s youth with basic architectural skills that they used in 
building models for two planned community centers. DSNI also confronted the problem of drug 
dealing at the only park in the neighborhood. Despite a lack of local bank and developer 
investment, DSNI finally broke ground on new housing in 1993. Ultimately the film celebrates how 
people, as well as a neighborhood, are changed when they work together in an organized way to 
change the systems and structures that had kept them marginalized for so many years. 

In preparation for Session 11, view an 11-minute synopsis of Holding Ground (link found on the 
Participant Resource Page). This brief video introduces the situation that existed around Dudley 
Street before the community organized for change, and it introduces many of the people you will 
meet in Gaining Ground. 

Gaining Ground then picks up the story to show how the community fared during the Great 
American Recession that began in 2008 and how the people and community have changed in 25 
years of community organizing. 
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Partner Profiles 

As noted in Phase 1, JustFaith Ministries works in close collaboration with the following four 
organizations. Each of these organizations addresses issues related to poverty and actively supports 
some of the key principles of Catholic social teaching through their work. These brief profiles 
(providing different information at the end of each phase of the JustFaith program) are offered to 
help you understand how these organizations make an option for (and with) the poor and how they 
connect human life and dignity with compassion through their work.  

 

Bread for the World  

On the eve of the new millennium, Pope John Paul II said, “Our world is entering the new 
millennium burdened by the contradictions of an economic, cultural and technological progress 
which offers immense possibilities to a fortunate few, while leaving millions of others not only on 
the margins of progress but in living conditions far below the minimum demanded by human 
dignity. How can it be that even today there are still people dying of hunger? ” (Novo Millennio 
Ineunte, 50) 

Catholic social teaching tells us that food is a basic and fundamental right of all human beings. 
Yet, over 1.5 billion people in poor countries live on less than $1.25 a day and cannot feed 
themselves. Every day, almost 16,000 children die from hunger-related causes. In the United States, 
14.3 percent of households struggle to put food on the table. More than one in five American 
children is at risk of hunger.  

Research bears out that we can end hunger in our lifetime. But everyone, including our federal 
government, must do their part. The U.S. government can have a huge impact around the world if 
our leaders make ending hunger a priority. It is up to us to let them know this is important to us as 
Catholics. Are we compassionate enough to act? Learn more at www.bread.org. 

 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD)  

CCHD lives out the gospel call of Luke 4:18 by helping low-income communities in the U.S. 
address poverty through community organizing and economic development. 

Fr. John Trapp in Florida says, “I always thought as a pastor, I was doing a great job feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, working with the poor and those struggling, but I came to experience 
that I was only doing part of the gospel mandate.”  

He describes how community organizing work through CCHD has been a transformative 
conversion experience for him and his parish. CCHD training helped his parishioners respond to 
their baptismal call and become people of mission who are not content with the status quo. On 
housing, school discipline, crime, and drugs, Fr. Trapp says his parishioners “take responsibility, do 
research, raise up issues, and deal with our elected and appointed officials.”  

Catholics Confront Global Poverty is an initiative of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and Catholic Relief Services that calls on Catholics to defend the life and dignity of people 

http://www.bread.org/
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living in poverty throughout the world, and to urge our nation to act in response to the many faces 
of poverty through advocacy and action. 

At Our Lady of Soledad in Coachella, CA, the youth of the parish participated in a fast and retreat 
at which they learned about their brothers and sisters in Christ who experience poverty around the 
world. The youth wrote prayers about poverty; contributed to a mural in order to educate others; 
visited migrant families to learn about worker injustice; participated in a scavenger hunt about 
global inequality; and engaged in action in solidarity with our brothers and sisters around the world. 

Visit the Catholics Confront Global Poverty website for webinars, action alerts, and ideas to help 
you pray, learn and act to fight poverty. www.confrontglobalpoverty.org 

Learn more at www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/ or 
www.povertyusa.org/.  

 

Catholic Relief Services 

Each day, women around the world spend a total of 200 million hours collecting water. In addition, 
lack of sanitation is the world’s leading cause of infection.  

Working with local communities in the poorest countries of the world, CRS: 

 Brings pumps and wells close to villages so that children can attend school and women have 
more time for other daily priorities; 

 Provides rural communities access to latrines and water faucets for the first time and trains 
families and teachers on the importance of good hygiene and water purification practices; 
and  

 Assists with the building of irrigation systems and reservoirs that store water for the growing 
season and help during recurring, prolonged droughts.  
 

In addition, access to financial institutions is usually limited or nonexistent for the poorest of the 
poor. If there is a bank, most often the minimum savings required to open an account is usually 
high, and the charges to open an account or apply for a loan are often prohibitive for poor 
households. CRS has stepped in and designed Savings and Internal Lending Communities (SILC) to 
help fill that gap. With SILC, the amount of money handled is affordable, easier to manage and is 
within reach of the poor. SILC provides flexible financial solutions to vulnerable groups such as 
women, poor farmers, orphans and youth and does so in a manner that is sustainable. Learn more 
at http://crs.org/. 

 

Maryknoll  

Because of the pervasive presence of poverty and the lack of work options and resources for so 
many people in the world, Maryknoll missioners recognize that economic development as a vital 
part of their ministry. 

http://www.confrontglobalpoverty.org/
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/
http://www.povertyusa.org/
http://crs.org/
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In Zimbabwe, the Maryknoll sisters help people engage in sustainable agriculture and develop self-
reliance. In other parts of Africa, they have initiated a cottage industry where young women 
(orphans whose parents died of AIDS) learn to be self-reliant. The young women make sweaters, 
school uniforms, vestments, cards, necklaces, and other goods and also learn how to apply for small 
loans to set up small businesses to support their families.  

One way Maryknoll addresses economic justice is through the work of the Maryknoll Office for 
Global Concerns, which focuses on globalization and its impact; trade and investment, especially 
multilateral trade agreements and their impact; and the debt crisis, including illegitimate debt, the 
impact of macroeconomic reforms as a condition for debt relief, proposals for debt arbitration, the 
impact of corruption on debt cancellation and possible solutions. 
 

Maryknoll asks … Did You Know? 

 Repeated debt crises in the 1980s and 1990s gave creditors, including the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund, a handle to reshape the economies of over 100 countries. 

 Maryknoll works closely with the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR), 
which uses shareholder resolutions and other forms of pressure to try to bring about positive 
changes in corporate policies. 

 Millions of people work without regular income or benefits. 
 

Learn more at: 
www.maryknoll.org  •   www.maryknollaffiliates.org 

 
www.friendsacrossborders.org  •   www.maryknollogc.org 

 

http://www.maryknoll.org/
http://www.maryknollaffiliates.org/
http://www.friendsacrossborders.org/
http://www.maryknollogc.org/

