
Reading Assignment 

for Week Eleven 

 

Rising to Common 
Ground, pages vii-35; 
Cloud of Witnesses, 
“Martin Luther King, Jr.,” 
pages 81-89   
 
Before beginning your 
reading, meditate briefly 
on the word of God from 
Micah 6:8: “The Lord has 
shown you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your 
God? 
 

Focus Question for  

Your Reading 

On the top of page 82 of 

Cloud of Witnesses, 

Martin Luther King,  

Jr. is described as 

“dangerous.”  Why are 

holiness and 

“dangerous” so often 

linked?   

Reflecting on the mate-

rials engaged so far in 

JustFaith, like Tattoos 

on the Heart, and 

“Waiting on the World 

to Change,” it is easy to 

become overwhelmed 

by how reality can be-

come so harsh, so aw-

ful, so impossible for so 

many people. Our reac-

tions can be extreme. 

We may long to “fix” 

whatever pain we learn 

about. We may find 

ourselves feeling over-

whelmed by it all, 

daunted by enormous 

pains and injustices 

faced by our brothers 

and sisters. It can often 

be tempting to simply 

hide, to become com-

fortably distracted, to 

turn our gaze away.  

 

But God’s saving love 

will not allow it.  

 

If we—as holy people 

must—keep our gaze 

on the suffering of our 

sisters and brothers, 

we are then drawn into 

the questions of why is 

our world so wounded, 

why do our sisters and 

brothers suffer. When 

we ask these questions 

and earnestly seek an-

swers, new and diffi-

cult realities begin to 

be exposed. Next week, 

we begin the study of 

one of those realities: 

racism.  

 

The topic of racism is 

about as difficult as it 

comes. It seems that 

there is so much bad 

information, often ideo-

logically motivated, 

about race and racism 

that it is good to take a 

step back, gather as a 

community of faith, 

pray, and give it an-

other try. If you have 

never had the opportu-

nity to study racism 

within a community of 

faith, it is sometimes 

good advice to leave all 

the previous baggage 

behind. Pray, as we 

begin this process next 

week, for an open heart 

and an open mind.  

You will begin reading 

a book by Danny Dun-

can Collum, long-time 

writer for Sojourners 

magazine and profes-

sor of literature at 

Kentucky State Uni-

versity, a historically 

black, liberal studies 

institution. Collum 

himself is white, and 

his book is written 

with a white audience 

in mind. Collum’s book 

provides a historical 

approach to the topic of 

racism, and the book 

has been very well re-

ceived by JustFaith 

groups. It provides a 

wealth of information 

that makes the reality 

of racism less murky 

and unwieldy.  

 

Finally, as much as 

possible, approach the 

next three weeks not 

as a matter of arguing 

a political perspective 

but exploring how faith 

draws us into these 

important questions: 

why is our world so 

wounded and why do 

our sisters and broth-

ers suffer? Let us think 

of how it pleases God  

 
Continued on page 2 

 

Fixing Our Gaze on Racism 

Note to Participants  

for Week Eleven 



Throughout these first ten 

weeks of the JustFaith program, 

you have been exposed to experi-

ences of poverty from many an-

gles — from Gerard Thomas 

Straub’s film, “When Did I See 

You Hungry?” and Ash Barker’s 

experiences in Klong Toey, Thai-

land to Father Greg Boyle’s 

work in Los Angeles and the ex-

periences of children in Camden, 

New Jersey. This past week, 

your group was invited to ex-

plore the practical implications 

of budgeting on a low income – 

an exercise that sought to shed 

light on the challenges faced by 

millions of families within the 

United States.  

While the exercise sought to pro-

vide insight into real, constant 

challenges and negotiations 

faced by America’s working poor, 

there is no way it could account 

for all of the obstacles confront-

ing low-income families. Just 

consider, for a moment, how 

such commonplace costs as un-

expected medical care and treat-

ment, back to school supplies  

and uniforms, or increased heat-

ing and cooling costs due to ex-

treme weather might affect a 

low-income person’s ability to 

make their budget. What might 

have to give? What affect might 

not affording transportation/

rent/food for a time have on 

one’s living situation? 

Often the stories of the working 

poor go unheard. Low income 

individuals often interact with, 

work alongside, and provide ser-

vices for middle and upper class 

individuals. Rarely, though, do 

the working poor have the 

chance to share their stories. 

If you are interested in further 

exploring the experiences and 

challenges faced by the working 

poor, here are several resources 

that may be of interest to you. The 

JustFaith staff encourages you to 

continue your exploration of this 

topic, and we particularly encour-

age you to seek out viewpoints 

that may be starkly different from 

your own. Growth comes from 

seeking understanding.  

Waging a Living (DVD) 

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Get-

ting by in America by Barbara 

Ehrenreich 

America’s Struggle against Pov-

erty in the Twentieth Century by 

James T. Patterson 

The Working Poor: Invisible in 

America by David K. Shipler 

Class Matters by bell hooks 

American Working-Class Litera-

ture: An Anthology edited by 

Nicholas Coles and Janet Zandy  

Budgeting with the Working Poor 
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Let us pray to God that we can 

live lives that speak to forgive-

ness, reconciliation and restora-

tion. 

breaks our Creator’s heart to see 

some at risk, abandoned and left 

at the mercy of disinterest and 

apathy.  

Continued from page 1 

 

whenever all of God’s children 

understand and relate to each 

other as brothers and sisters. 

Let us also think of how it 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable net-

work of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects 

all indirectly. Never again can we afford to live with the narrow, provincial ‘outside agitator’ 

idea. Anyone who lives inside the United States can never be considered an outsider  

anywhere within its bounds.” 

     Martin Luther King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 
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Week 10: Participant Handout A 

Opening Prayer 

Meditation 

Reader One:  Our towns, our cities, our communities are composed of neighborhoods, 
networks of relationships.  If any of us have ever flown over our city, it looks like a seamless 
tapestry of roads and buildings and trees and patterns of houses.  But here on the ground, it 
is not so seamless. Neighborhoods begin and end.     

(Pause) 

Reader Two:  Beauty frequently gives way to blemish, even if gradually.  Prosperity gathers 
itself into clusters.  Poverty is left in the pockets of neglect and abandonment.  Our maps 
obscure the divisions that keep us apart.       

(Pause) 

Reader Three:  But this is God’s world and God uses a different map, a more truthful map.  
Jesus walked the streets of his place and people and walked especially in the places of the 
poor, as if to say: this place is holy; this place is loved; and this place has dignity.  In his life 
and in his words and in his steps, Jesus declared that the places of the poor were God’s 
places.  He asks us to follow him.      

(Pause) 

The leader takes the incense and wafts the incense to the four corners of the map. 

Leader:  All people are God’s people.  All places are God’s places.  All places are holy.   We 
walk with Jesus to the places that are ignored and neglected and impoverished.  These are 
our people.  

 

The leader takes the incense and, wafting the incense around the circle of participants. 

Leader:  All people are God’s people.  All places are God’s places.  All places are holy.  Make 
us a people who walk with Jesus to the places that are ignored and neglected and 
impoverished.  These are our people. 

The leader then sets the incense in a bowl or container on top of the map. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Read Matthew 25:31-40. 



Reading Assignment 

for Week Seven 

Tattoos on the Heart, 
pages 61--128; Cloud of 
Witnesses, “Clarence 

Jordan,” pages 60-65  

 

Before beginning your 
reading, invoke the Spirit 
of God with these words:  
 

Open my eyes, Lord, help 
me to see like you.  Open 
my ears, Lord, help me to 
hear your truth.  
 
Focus Question for      

Your Reading 

On page 72, Greg Boyle 

writes, “The strategy of 

Jesus is not centered in 

taking the right stand 

on issues, but rather in 

standing in the right 

place—with the outcast 

and those relegated to 

the margins.” Where do 

you find yourself stand-

ing right now? 

One of the roles of 

the prophets is to 

help their people 

gain or regain their 

sight—their moral 

vision.   Faith plays 

an unusual and mys-

terious role in our 

lives, giving us a way 

of understanding the 

world—a lens if you 

will—by which to 

interpret events and by 

which to discern the 

path for our lives.  In-

terestingly, the way of 

Jesus and the way of 

the prophets lead us to 

see our brothers and 

sisters who so often go 

unseen.  This way 

helps us to perceive 

injustice and gain sight 

for that which does 

harm, thereby enabling 

us with a vision for  

forgiveness and  
reconciliation.  

The challenge for the 

Biblical prophets (and 

for us) is how to help 

our communities de-

velop such prophetic 

moral vision – to see 

what so often goes un-

seen.  It is not as  
simple as quoting sta-

tistics or shouting 

“Feed the hungry!”  To 

tell each other that 

there are hungry peo-

ple is not the recipe for 

conversion or compas-

sion.  Knowing that 

there are hungry peo-

ple is certainly part of 

the formula, but this 

simple knowledge 

rarely leads to great 

changes of any kind.  

What does seem to 

arouse our vision – our 

“faith-sightedness” – is 

when we go deeper, 

when messages or ap-

peals impact our brains 

and our hearts and our 

guts and our spirit.  

Such “faith-

sightedness” is born 

from relationship, from 

experience, from reso-

nance. It is found in 

the transitions from 

the objective to the 

subjective – from see-

ing the world through 

the brain to perceiving 

it holistically. This is 

when statistics become 

enfleshed with experi-

ence, story, and hu-

manity – when we be-

gin to see that behind 

every fact and figure is 

a beloved child of God.  

There are many ways 

to develop a personal 

sense of prophetic 

moral vision. Many 

people gain this lens 

after an experience of 

immersion, where 

boundaries are crossed, 

stories are shared, and 

relationships are devel-

oped. Many find this 

new vision in small 

groups where people 

can join together for 

honest sharing, open 

learning, and prayerful 

attention. Sometimes it 

helps when all ele-

ments of our humanity 

are engaged – our 

minds, yes, which find 

stimulation in books, 

but also our eyes and 

ears in watching videos 

and hearing stories;  

Continued on page 2 

Prophetic Moral Vision 

Note to Participants  

for Week Seven 



During next week’s session, 

you will have time to discuss 

how you experienced the 

spiritual practice of noticing 

socio-economic diversity. For 

the past two weeks, you 

have been invited to notice 

the diversity of incomes and 

socio-economic groups (or 

lack thereof) within your 

community. Specifically, you 

were encouraged to perceive 

how this diversity presents it-

self in your usual, day-to-day 

contexts: within your family, in 

your neighborhood, at your 

workplace, the grocery store, 

school, church, theatre, gym, 

etc. Consider for a moment: 

how, in this time of intention-

ally focusing your gaze in a par-

ticular way, have you viewed 

your world differently? Have 

you been surprised by what you 

have seen? 

Spiritual practices such as this 

one are important elements of 

the JustFaith process. They 

show us that often the most 

powerful teacher can be the 

Holy Spirit, who gives us vision 

to understand what had seemed 

rote in new, life-giving ways. 

Through intentional, focused 

practices, we open ourselves to 

the power of God in the mun-

dane, taken-for-granted spaces 

in our lives, eternally working 

to bring about transforma-

tions—no matter how small.  

And yet, just because they are 

spiritual does not mean that 

they are easy. Indeed, often the 

Spirit calls us to places that 

may at first feel uncomfort-

able, perhaps because they 

shine a new light, unveil an 

unnoticed reality, or draw us 

to the boundaries in our lives 

that keep us feeling “safe.” 

However, from the example of 

the Hebrews, the prophets, the 

disciples, and Christ, we know 

that this journey of following 

God is not always “safe.” But it 

is holy—holy living that enables 

us to perceive the world with 

new eyes, recognize unnoticed 

realities before us, and know 

that God is present within it all.  

May you find these spiritual 

practices to be uncomfortable 

and yet revelatory; precarious 

and yet Spirit-led. May you 

learn to dwell with the Spirit 

who dwells with you—

accompanying you in your joys, 

in your struggles, and in your 

journey toward seeing the world 

with new eyes. 

heartening and overwhelming. 

But it is part of the Gospel  
journey. Indeed, the Gospel does 

re-orient us, but first it must  
dis-orient us.  Being drawn into 

the message of God’s radical love 

for us all is certainly wonderful, 

but it comes with growing pains.   

These growing pains can most 

helpfully be cared for through 

the great gift of prayer.  Prayer 

is expressed in many ways but it 

is typically characterized by 

quiet, silence, solitude, reflec-

tion.  It is our heart’s way of  
listening and integrating – of 

Continued from page 1 

our spirits in praying; our hearts 

in honest and compassionate 

community. This is what Just-

Faith seeks to provide: a space 

for developing prophetic moral 

vision by engaging all of our  

intelligences.  

Week after week JustFaith  
offers readings, videos, speakers, 

and exercises that are designed 

to help us see through the lens 

of faith.  For most of us, this is 

hard work and can be challeng-

ing.  It can be stressful and dis-

dealing with this shift from 

viewing the world as a given to 

viewing it prophetically.  So, as 

you travel through the weekly 

messages of JustFaith, give 

yourself time to integrate.  Take 

some time for quiet.  Light a 

candle in the dark of the evening 

and allow yourself time to be 

attentive, to think, to breathe, to 

relax and to be mindful that God 

is present to us and among us.  

May it be so. 

Spiritual Practices:  
Noticing Socio-Economic Diversity 
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Week 6 Participant Handout A  

Opening Prayer 

Reader 1:       Come Lord, break open my heart.  

Fill me with compassion. 

  Let my heart burn with love for others.   

Open my heart, Lord.  

(Pause) 

Come Lord, open wide my eyes.   

Help me to see with compassion. 

  Let my eyes see your blessed people.   

  (Pause) 

  Come Lord, open up my ears.    

Help me to hear the stories of those you love. 

  Let my heart respond to your favorite ones.   

(Pause) 

  Ablaze with your love, awakened to your call, 

  Be with me as I join with the struggles of others.  

  (Pause) 

All:  Come, Lord.  Do not smile and say you are already with us.   

Millions do not know you, and to us who do, what is the difference?   

What is the point of your presence if our lives do not alter?   

Change our lives; shatter our complacency.   

Make your word our life’s purpose.   

Take away the quietness of a clear conscience.   

Press us uncomfortably. 

For only thus that other peace is made, your peace.     

     (from Dom Helder Camara, The Desert Is Fertile, 1974) 
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Week 6 Participant Handout B  

JustFaith Group Guidelines  

 

God has created each of us uniquely, and I recognize that everyone comes to this 
experience with very different backgrounds, experiences and views.  I commit to 
honoring differences, knowing they add to the richness of the group's experience.  

God frequently speaks through the unfamiliar and different.  I will listen intently in 
order to fully understand different points of view, realizing these other views will help 
with my own evolving journey.   

Listening is an act of love and care.  I will practice sacred listening and listen with 
respect (i.e., no side conversations, no interruptions).   

How I treat another person is much more important than my opinions and perspectives.  
I recognize that we are looking for truthful insights within potentially different views.  I 
will respectfully seek clarification of other perspectives to add to my understanding.  
If I choose to disagree with a perspective that is different from mine, I will do this 
respectfully and lovingly. 

Because God made us, all persons are of equal importance and value, and all voices are 
important.  I commit to assuring that everyone has an opportunity to speak, and I 
will encourage others to speak before I speak again.   

God has given each of us gifts that are given in the hope and expectation that these gifts 
will be shared.  I will participate fully, share in the responsibility for the group's process 
and experience, and commit to faithful attendance and doing the assignments and 
readings at all sessions.   

Trust and respect must be offered as the terms of being together in this journey of faith.  
I will honor that everything that is shared within this group is to stay within this group.   

 



Reading Assignment 
for Week Eight 

Tattoos on the Heart, 
pages 129-212 

 
Before beginning your 
reading, reflect on this 
Scripture from Jeremiah 
18:6.   
 

“Can I not do with you, O 
house of Israel, just as this 
potter has done? says the 
Lord.  Just like the clay in 
the potter’s hand, so are   
you in my hand.”  

Focus Question for     
Your Reading 

Consider a time when 
you were fully present to 
another’s pain, suffer-
ing, or grief—what Greg 
Boyle calls “standing” 
with the other person, 
no matter what hap-
pens. Ask yourself, who 
might you find it diffi-
cult to “stand” beside?  

 

The tug of God’s com-
passion draws us into 
the protection and care 
of each other. This in-
stinct and mission to be 
concerned and commit-
ted to each other’s well 
being expresses itself in 
myriad ways. In fami-
lies, it expresses itself as 
the affection and nur-
ture of spouse and chil-
dren. In neighborhoods, 
it translates into show-
ing attention to the eld-
erly, delivering meals to 
new mothers and shar-
ing garden tools. In the 
larger context of human 
relationships, it ex-
presses itself as civic 
and social responsibility.  

While there are many 
ways to describe how 
compassion can be ex-
pressed in the larger 
social order, it is helpful 
to delineate two kinds of 
complementary and 
critical responses:   
charity and justice.  

Charity  

Of the two, charity is 
more widely practiced 
and perhaps more im-
mediately understand-
able. It involves the   
effort to address the   
effects of observable and 
immediate human need. 
We know it as soup 
kitchens, food banks, 

clothing collections, home-
less shelters and disaster 
relief. Charity, at its best, 
is an expression of gener-
osity, love and even      
sacrifice.  

Charity itself has many 
variations and levels of 
commitment. In its most 
immature form, charity 
can be expressed from a 
distance and can be used 
to maintain distance. 
Charitable donations, for 
example, are a good and 
necessary thing in the con-
text of human need;  

however, charity of this 
sort can be used to dis-
tance oneself from those 
whom one pities but de-
sires not to be near. For 
this reason, a more spiri-
tually mature response 
frequently includes some 
kind of person-to-person 
engagement with those 
who are in a vulnerable 
situation. Such personal 
interaction allows for hu-
man contact, real experi-
ence and insight that help 
us to better understand 
the need as well as the 

most appropriate and 
effective responses. It is 
important that efforts to 
address serious human 
needs should be con-
stantly evaluated and 
prayerfully critiqued. 
Examples of misdirected 
charity are a testimony 
that a sincere and chari-
table heart is not 
enough; it must also be 
well informed. To be 
well informed, it must 
be involved.  

Justice  

To begin to delineate 
some of the differences 
between charity and 
justice, consider this 
tale:  

There once was a small, 
prosperous village lo-
cated near a river. One 
day a villager noticed a 
baby floating down the 
river and ran to save it 
from drowning. The next 
day there were two ba-
bies and the villager 
needed help to rescue the 
babies. Each day there 
were more babies float-
ing down the river and 
villagers soon had to 
organize in order to save  
as many as possible. One 
day someone asked why  
not go upstream to find 
out who is placing these  
 
Continued on page 2 

Charity and Justice 

Note to Participants  
for Week Eight 



 
Why is it important to deal with the 
root causes of problems? In many 
ways, it is simply the natural exten-
sion of God’s love of all of us and our 
love for each other. Consider the 
real life example of a volunteer who 
worked for years as the part-time 
manager of a soup kitchen; while he 
was glad to see hungry and vulner-
able people get a good meal, it 
dawned on him one day that the 
soup kitchen was really not the so-
lution to the problem of homeless-
ness, hunger and the attendant 
problems that were also obvious in 
that context – mental illness, addic-
tion and underemployment to name 
a few. “After the meal was over,” he 
asked himself, “what happened to 
these people? What did they have to 

Continued from page 1 
 
babies in the river. But the elders 
rejected the idea, saying all avail-
able hands were needed to save the 
babies in the river. "But don't you 
see, if we find out who is throwing 
them in, we can stop the problem 
and no babies will drown. We can 
eliminate the cause of the problem." 
The elders decided that approach 
was too risky so the numbers of   
babies in the river continued to   
increase daily.  
 
As the story suggests, the work of 
justice is the work of addressing 
root causes of problems (What is 
going on up river?) instead of just 
the symptoms of a problem (babies 
floating in the river).  

look forward to after they left the 
soup kitchen? Did he even care?” 
Furthermore, we might ask the 
question of where is the dignity for 
those who are forced day after day 
to seek help in this kind of situa-
tion? While charity is a critical re-
sponse to today’s most immediate 
needs, the work of justice considers 
the long-term reality and seeks to 
impact society so that the dehuman-
izing need itself is reduced and 
eliminated.  
 

Charity and justice are complemen-
tary expressions of our call to  
attend to our neighbors in crisis; 
neither is adequate unto itself in 
light of the extensive needs that 
surround us. 
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During last 
week’s session, 
you were given 
a view into the 
lives of chil-
dren living in 
Camden, New 
Jersey. You 
learned of 6-year-old Moochie, who 
dreams of being a judge; of Billy 
Joe, a high school senior determined 
to be the first in his family to gradu-
ate from high school; and of 4-year-
old Ivan, a homeless boy whose one 
dream is to have a room of his own. 
Each of these children lives in Cam-
den, New Jersey which, at the time 
of the film’s production, was the 
poorest and most dangerous city in 
America, sometimes called “Murder 
City USA.” 

“Waiting on the World to Change” 
provides a glimpse into a commu-
nity often voiceless in society –   
children. The media may cover sto-
ries about children in America, re-
porting on schools and the state of 
education in America, but rarely are 
we afforded the opportunity to hear 
their stories from their own mouths. 
Rarely does anyone simply sit with 
children, chat with them, and let 

them share their dreams with the 
world. 

“Waiting on the World to Change” 
can leave one feeling at once hope-
ful and yet heartbroken. Perhaps 
it was shocking to see children 
living in such difficult situations. 
Perhaps it was surprising to see 
how hopeful some of the children 
remained. Perhaps it was startling 
to see that children living in the 
wealthiest nation in the world 
nonetheless face such obstacles, 
uncertainty, and poverty. 

One of the most jarring elements 
of this piece is its contextualiza-
tion in the broader American geog-
raphy. It is only a ten mile drive 
from Camden – “Murder City 
USA” – to Moorestown Township, 
once ranked the “Best City in 
America.” The children in Moores-
town describe their community as 
filled with pretty houses, trees, 
and flowers, while a boy in Cam-
den wondered if kids in Moores-
town “hear gunshots where they 
live.” 

Reflect for a moment: how is it 
that such disparity can exist in a 

nation like America – a nation 
shaped by ideals, morality, rights, 
and opportunity? How is it possi-
ble that within one 25 minute car 
trip, the living conditions can so 
drastically change? Further, how 
is it that the second-wealthiest 
state in the USA nonetheless 
holds such devastating poverty? 

And yet, the piece is not without 
hope. We learn that while money 
and donations help, it is love and 
compassion that truly count.    
Urban Promise, a non-profit in 
Camden serving youth through 
mentoring and tutoring, report 
that 90% of its children go on to 
college.  

Urban Promise and groups like it 
teach us how to move from despair 
to hope. It is the important shift 
from charity toward justice; from 
service toward immersion. When 
people invest in relationship – in 
hearing stories and walking along-
side children in need – the power-
ful, transformative “good news” of 
God can be shared – Good News 
that they are not forgotten, but 
cared for and loved by the 
neighbor in their midst. 

“Waiting on the World to Change” 
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Week 7: Participant Handout 

Opening Prayer 

Light the candle. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Read 1 John 4:19-21.  Pause for a full minute of silence.   

Slowly re-read each verse; pause for three breaths after each verse. 

 

Leader: Paul tells us “Where sin abounds, grace abounds even more.”  On the 
rubble of greed, God can birth generosity.  In the chaos of suffering, God 
can bring healing.  In the midst of injustice, God can make justice flow like 
a river.  The bricks that can build prisons or barriers are also bricks that can 
build homes and hospitals and schools. The City of God.   

Reader One: O God, give your judgment to your anointed that the people may be 
governed with justice and the poor with fairness. 

All:  A hopeful heart I offer you, O God, as I call upon your name.  (Pause) 

Reader Two: May the mountains echo peace and the hills justice.  May your anointed 
defend the poor and save the children of the needy.  May peace endure like 
the sun and the moon, from age to age, and descend like rain on the 
meadow, like showers watering the earth. 

All:  A hopeful heart I offer you, O God, as I call upon your name.  (Pause) 

Reader Three:  Justice shall flourish in those days, a profound peace from sea to sea and 
to the ends of the earth, until the moon shines no more.  Enemies shall fall, 
and hate shall be no more. 

All:  A hopeful heart I offer you, O God, as I call upon your name.  (Pause) 

Reader One: When the poor cry, they will be saved.  From oppression they will be 
rescued, for precious are their lives.  Your anointed will intercede and all 
will receive blessings. 

All:  A hopeful heart I offer you, O God, as I call upon your name.  (Pause) 
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Reader Two: May corn be abundant in the land and all the fields be robed in wheat.  May 
fruit trees be clothed with plenty and rustle like Lebanon cedars.  Like 
growing grass, may all cities flourish. 

All:    A hopeful heart I offer you, O God, as I call upon your name.  (Pause) 

Reader Three: As long as the sun and moon give light, may your anointed be blessed 
forever.  Every nation shall be blessed.  Beauty and glory rest in your name, 
O God. 

All:  God, all will receive blessing who call upon your name and seek to be holy 
as you are holy.  Amen. 

 

Close with a few minutes of prayerful silence.  

 

Adapted from, The Fire of Peace by Mary Lou Kownacki, pages. 93-95; Pax Christi, 1992.   

Used with permission from Pax Christi USA for use in the JustFaith syllabus only. 

 



Reading Assignment 

for Week Nine 

Compassion, pages 47-
84 and Cloud of Wit-
nesses, “Dorothy Day,” 

pages 9-14 

 
Before beginning your 
reading, meditate briefly 
on the word of God 
from Isaiah 61:1: 
 
 “The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring 
good news to the         
oppressed.” 
 

Focus Meditation for 

Your Reading 

As you do this week’s  

readings, keep in mind 

this quotation from 

Compassion, page 82:  

“In a world that puts 

such emphasis on suc-

cess, our concern for a 

career constantly tends 

to make us deaf to our 

vocation.”   

Next week’s ses-

sion will include 

a viewing of the 

film “Portrait of 

a Radical.” The 

word “radical” 

can evoke a va-

riety of re-

sponses because 

the word, itself, 

can take on a 

variety of mean-

ings. Common 

associations with the 

word “radical” may in-

clude “extremist,” 

“renegade,” or 

“fanatic.” Less common 

associations include 

the definition provided 

by Ash Barker in week 

six’s reading of Make 

Poverty Personal – that 

“radical” literally 

means, “going to the 

roots.” 

To be radical in this 

sense is to be a holistic 

advocate – one who 

seeks the why behind 

every situation. The 

radical both cares for 

the child sent down-

river and, by “going to 

the roots,” works to 

ensure that no others 

are sent adrift. A radi-

cal is one who views 

the world through a 

prophetic lens – who is 

dissatisfied with the band

-aids available but who 

hopes, instead, for trans-

formation. This sense of 

radical – a life of over-

whelming, holistic com-

passion – is the example 

offered in Christ. 

Throughout the Gospels, 

we see Jesus “going to the 

roots,” empowering his 

followers to become 

agents of the Kingdom of 

God. We see him teaching 

fisherman that they, too, 

can perform miracles (Mt 

17:14-20). We hear of him 

breaking bread with the 

hungry (Mk 6:32-44), giv-

ing “living water” to the 

outcast (Jn 4:4-42). In-

deed, in his very birth Je-

sus “went to the roots,” 

being born a Palestinian 

Jew under Roman occupa-

tion, such that “the least 

of these” might 

feel empowered 

by the Spirit of 

the Living God. 

Such stories of 

Jesus “going to 

the roots” ex-

emplify the 

radical nature 

of God’s com-

passion. 

Consider, for a 

moment, the figures 

you have encountered 

so far in JustFaith, fig-

ures like Francis of As-

sisi, Shane Claiborne, 

Greg Boyle, and, from 

this coming week, 

Dorothy Day. How 

have their ministries 

modeled this radical 

nature of God’s com-

passion? How have 

their models of minis-

try affected your notion 

of discipleship? In what 

radical ways might 

God be calling you? 

May God’s radical com-

passion surround you 

and empower you to 

“go to the roots” in your 

life. 

“Radical” Compassion 

Note to Participants  

for Week Nine 
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By Maureen Jorgensen  

As we completed our JustFaith 

journey, several people in our 

group found ourselves drawn to the 

idea of local food security. We were 

struck by the seemingly contradic-

tory problems of hunger and obe-

sity, which are often found in the 

same people. We realized that 

those who rely on food pantries eat 

mostly highly processed, non-

perishable foods. They lack access 

to more healthful foods. Our an-

swer to this is St. Isidore’s Garden 

at St. John Vianney in Colonia, NJ.  

Our pastor, Msgr. Edward O’Neill, 

allocated an area on the church 

property, on which we were able to 

build 32 raised beds. These give us 

just over 900 square feet of land on 

which we grow, tomatoes, peppers, 

green beans, lettuce, Swiss chard, 

spinach, collard greens, eggplant, 

cucumbers, squash, and a variety 

of herbs. All that we produce is 

donated to local food pantries. It 

is organically grown, picked fresh, 

and delivered several times a 

week. We are able to produce 

three seasons of vegetables, sup-

plying the food pantries from May 

through November.  

One of the best “side-effects” of 

our garden is that the whole com-

munity has come together to sup-

port it. Many people who have not 

gone through the JustFaith ex-

perience help to water, plant, har-

vest and deliver our produce. Lo-

cal businesses have been ex-

tremely generous in donating ma-

terials, funds, and labor to help 

us get the garden up and run-

ning, and to ensure its continua-

tion. We have heard from the vol-

unteers at the food pantries that 

the recipients are thrilled when 

they come in for their groceries 

and see fresh vegetables.  

JustFaith led us to a need right in 

our backyard, and the results 

have been amazing. When we 

started this journey, we had no 

idea where it would take us. We 

put our faith in the Holy Spirit, 

and it has been an incredible ride!  

Graduate Story: St. Isidore’s Garden in Colonia, New Jersey 

Christian leaders from many denomi-

nations , including Bread for the 

World’s David Beckmann, have joined 

together in recent months to defend 

the lives and dignity of poor and vul-

nerable people in the current budget 

debate. The release of a joint state-

ment, called the Circle of Protection, 

marks the strongest and most unified 

Christian voice in the ongoing budget 

debate.  Here is a portion of the state-

ment: 

“As Christian leaders, we are commit-

ted to fiscal responsibility and shared 

sacrifice. We are also committed to 

resist budget cuts that undermine the 

lives, dignity, and rights of poor and 

vulnerable people. Therefore, we 

join with others to form a Circle of 

Protection around programs that meet 

the essential needs of hungry and poor 

people at home and abroad.  

1. The nation needs to substantially 

reduce future deficits, but not at the 

expense of hungry and poor people.   

 

2. Funding focused on reducing pov-

erty should not be cut. It should be 

made as effective as possible, but not 

cut.  

3. We urge our leaders to protect and 

improve poverty-focused develop-

ment and humanitarian assistance to 

promote a better, safer world.   

4. National leaders must review and 

consider tax revenues, military 

spending, and entitlements in the 

search for ways to share sacrifice and 

cut deficits.   

5. A fundamental task is to create 

jobs and spur economic growth. De-

cent jobs at decent wages are the 

best path out of poverty, and restor-

ing growth is a powerful way to re-

duce deficits.  

6. The budget debate has a central 

moral dimension. Christians are ask-

ing how we protect “the least of 

these.” “What would Jesus cut?” 

“How do we share sacrifice?”  

7. As believers, we turn to God with 

prayer and fasting, to ask for guid-

ance as our nation makes decisions 

about our priorities as a people.   

8. God continues to shower our na-

tion and the world with blessings. As 

Christians, we are rooted in the love 

of God in Jesus Christ. Our task is to 

share these blessings with love and 

justice and with a special priority for 

those who are poor.  

Budgets are moral documents, and 

how we reduce future deficits are 

historic and defining moral choices. 

As Christian leaders, we urge Con-

gress and the administration to give 

moral priority to programs that pro-

tect the life and dignity of poor and 

vulnerable people in these difficult 

times, our broken economy, and our 

wounded world. It is the vocation and 

obligation of the church to speak and 

act on behalf of those Jesus called 

“the least of these.” This is our call-

ing, and we will strive to be faithful 

in carrying out this mission.” 

Bread for the World and the Circle of Protection 
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Week 8: Participant Handout A 

Meditation 
Make the number of needed copies and cut the prayer cards to distribute for prayer. 

 

 
 

Good people, 
Most royal greening verdancy, 

Rooted in the sun, 
You shine with radiant light. 

In this circle of existence 
You shine so finely, 

It surpasses understanding. 
God hugs you. 

You are encircled by the arms 
of the mystery of God. 

 

— Hildegard of Bingen 
 

 
 

Good people, 
Most royal greening verdancy, 

Rooted in the sun, 
You shine with radiant light. 

In this circle of existence 
You shine so finely, 

It surpasses understanding. 
God hugs you. 

You are encircled by the arms 
of the mystery of God. 

 

— Hildegard of Bingen 
 

 

 
 

Good people, 
Most royal greening verdancy, 

Rooted in the sun, 
You shine with radiant light. 

In this circle of existence 
You shine so finely, 

It surpasses understanding. 
God hugs you. 

You are encircled by the arms 
of the mystery of God. 

 

— Hildegard of Bingen 
 

 
 

Good people, 
Most royal greening verdancy, 

Rooted in the sun, 
You shine with radiant light. 

In this circle of existence 
You shine so finely, 

It surpasses understanding. 
God hugs you. 

You are encircled by the arms 
of the mystery of God. 

 

— Hildegard of Bingen 
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Week 8: Participant Handout B 

Charity and Justice 
 

 Charity Justice 

General 
Responses 

 Focuses on the needs of 
individuals, families and all 
creation 

 Looks at individual situations 

 Meets an immediate need 

 Addresses painful individual 
symptoms of social problems 

 Relies on the generosity of 
donors 

 Focuses on the rights of 
individuals, families, and all 
creation 

 Analyzes social situations or 
social structures 

 Works for long-term social 
change 

 Addresses the underlying 
social causes of individual 
problems 

 Relies on just laws and fair 
social structures 

Responses to 
Homelessness 

 Shelter homeless persons 

 Find jobs for homeless persons 

 Provide emergency assistance 
to prevent evictions 

 Reduce housing costs 
through tax credits or low-
income housing 

 Increase wages of working 
poor 

 Reform laws to protect 
tenant’s rights and enforce 
building codes 

Possible 
Responses to 
Hunger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Adapted from Leader’s Guide to Sharing Catholic Social Teaching. 
United States Catholic Conference of Bishops.  Washington, D.C., 2000. 



Reading Assignment 

for Week Ten 

Make Poverty Personal, 
pages 136-157; Cloud of 
Witnesses, “Henri Nou-

wen,” pages 72-77 

Activity Assignment 

for Week Ten 

“Budget Activity” 

 

Before beginning your 
reading, reflect on this 
passage from Psalm 139:  
 
“Search me, O God, and 
know my heart; test me 
and know my thoughts. See 
if there is any hurtful way 
in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting.” 
 

Focus Question for 

Your Reading 

How have you under-

stood the story of Pente-

cost? In what ways has 

the power of Pentecost 

led you in “the way ever-

lasting?”  

The scripture passage 

from this week’s session, 

Exodus 3:1-10, is power-

ful on many levels. First, 

it affirms that, indeed, 

we are not alone, that 

God knows of our suffer-

ing, hears our cry, and 

actively seeks to address 

that which seems with-

out hope. Second, it dem-

onstrates that God’s 

ways are not our ways, 

that God sees and un-

derstands the world in 

ways that go beyond 

what we deem 

“rational”; that, to us, 

God’s ways may seem 

reckless, inefficient, and 

sometimes downright 

risky. That Moses was 

chosen as God’s instru-

ment of peace demon-

strates God’s infinite 

vision, a vision whose 

breadth often perplexes 

us and challenges the 

very standards society 

upholds. 

How is it, we may won-

der, that Moses, a bro-

ken, cynical, doubtful 

man, was chosen by 

God? Why not one more 

qualified or more faith-

ful? But then, why were 

so many of our spiritual 

ancestors chosen? The 

conniving Jacob? The 

tempted David? The 

persecuting Saul? How 

could God know their 

brokenness and yet 

bless them as instru-

ments of God’s grace? 

Henri Nouwen, who you 

will read about for this 

week, wrote the follow-

ing in his book, Life of 

the Beloved: 

  “Our brokenness 

opened us to a deeper 

way of sharing our lives 

and offering each other 

hope. Just as bread 

needs to be broken in 

order to be given, so, 

too, do our lives. But 

that clearly does not 

mean that we should 

inflict pain on each 

other or others to make 

us better givers. Even 

though a broken glass 

can shine brightly, only 

a fool will break glass to 

make it shine! As mor-

tal people, brokenness is 

a reality of our existence, 

and as we befriend it 

and place it under the 

blessing, we will dis-

cover how much we have 

to give– much more than 

we may ever have 

dreamt.” 

Throughout history, bro-

ken, shattered, and 

doubt-filled people have 

been called to sow love 

in a hurting world. 

Dorothy Day once wrote 

that all her life she had 

been “haunted by God,” 

saying that no matter 

what dark or skeptical 

roads she travelled, she 

could feel the presence 

of God, calling her to 

share her gifts and the 

gifts she had forgotten 

that she had. 

Had we crafted such a 

plan for showing God’s 

hospitality, we might 

have picked different 

leaders. Maybe the 

Catholic Worker would 

have been organized by 

someone with a business 

background for running 

a non-profit. Maybe in 

our plan, we would have 

picked someone trained 

in theology or social 

Continued on page 2 

Brokenness and Blessing 

I mage by Jef Poskanzer  

Note to Participants  

for Week Ten 



As politicians are gearing up to 

share their views on the impor-

tant issues of our day, such as 

healthcare, immigration and the 

economy, you may be wondering 

about the relationship between 

faith and politics. What does our 

faith tradition tell us about this 

relationship?  

 

Our Biblical tradition, including 

the testimony of Jesus, speaks to 

God’s investment in all human 

affairs, including political reali-

ties. Our faith makes clear that 

discipleship involves many 

things: prayer, community, 

Christian education, worship 

and engagement in the decisions 

that impact the human family 

and especially the poor and vul-

nerable. The reality and struc-

tures that we label “political” 

are essentially about how the 

community will organize itself, 

who will benefit (and who 

won’t!), how resources will be 

shared, what constitutes priori-

ties and how they will be acted 

upon. In some ways, you could 

say that this is exactly what 

faith and church are about: com-

munity, sharing and values that 

ultimately steer our lives.  

 

Our faith compels us to be re-

sponsible for and responsive to 

the human reality. There are 

many ways to be a transforming 

presence to the human reality – 

person to person relationships, 

attentive prayer, prophetic 

choices, and faith-inspired po-

litical engagement. To engage in 

political participation as a per-

son seeking to follow Jesus is 

nothing more or less than faith 

expressing itself in a most    

critical way.  

God’s world needs good people, 

holy people, to be politically   

involved, to vote, to campaign, to 

influence campaigns, to advo-

cate, and to run for office. Politi-

cal engagement can be a most 

profound expression of gratitude 

and faithfulness to God.  

Some of the JustFaith materials 

may at times pose a direct chal-

lenge to current political per-

spectives or platforms. This is 

not surprising since the Gospel 

perspective can be a challenge to 

any political or economic status 

quo. Participants may also feel 

that only one view is presented 

in the materials. This is true; 

the program does focus on the 

view “from the bottom up,” from 

the perspective of the poor, vul-

nerable, and broken. This view, 

which is not often seen in main-

stream media, is the view that 

needs to come alive to each of us 

if we are to fully hear the Gospel 

message.  

Blessings on the journey!  

it is the compassion that is the 

truly illogical piece, the bound-

less love that holds fast when 

the world says to quit. But as 

Exodus 3:1-10 shows, God is be-

yond our vision of “logic.” God’s 

rationale transcends our 

“rationality.” Instead, God 

chooses the least of these, the 

doubters and the broken, to   

Continued from page 1 

work, someone credentialed, 

qualified, and experienced. 

However, as Nouwen said, 

“brokenness is a reality of our 

existence.” There are no 

“perfect” leaders, just broken 

people called by God to lives of 

compassion. And really, maybe 

respond to the cries of God’s     

people. 

May your JustFaith journey 

open you to hearing God’s call in 

your life, blessing the broken-

ness in you as a gift for the 

world. 

JustFaith in an Election Season  

NOTE TO PARTICIPANTS WEEK TEN           PAGE 2 
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Week 9: Participant Handout A 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: As the scriptures are placed on the table, we pause and reflect upon the power of 
prayer and of the Word of God in our lives. 

Let us respond in prayer together:  

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

Reader 1: One thing alone does God require and this do we seek to accomplish: to do 
justice, to love tenderly, to walk humbly with our God.  

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

Reader 2: Who heals the brokenhearted and binds the wounds of the oppressed, feeds the 
hungry, shelters the homeless, sets the imprisoned free: these are God’s disciples, 
God’s family, God’s friends.      

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

Reader 1: The word of God is a two-edged sword that cuts through all hypocrisy, prunes 
the unsuspecting, strikes at the root of evil, pierces to the heart. 

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

Reader 2: The word of God is a lamp to our feet, a lantern to our path, the light of the 
world crying out for a sign of hope and illumination.     

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

Reader 1: The word of God is a spark of life living among the rubble, igniting a global 
consciousness to ways we are one world only, a beacon burning deep in the 
hearts of those who seek justice and peace. 

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

Reader 2: The Word of God is the Word made flesh in every generation, in the outcasts of 
the system, on the margins of prestige and power, on the downside of tradition, 
in every face and every place where God’s own Spirit dwells.     

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

Reader 1: Happy are all who love God’s word and live it to the full, for they are like trees 
by rippling streams, birds that soar high singing, prophets of a new age bringing 
the Good News to all.      

All:    Happy are we who are doers of the word, who hear God’s word and keep it. 

          AMEN. 
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Week 9: Participant Handout B 

Budget Activity Scenarios 

Divide and distribute the following scenarios among group members. 

 

Scenario 1 

Mary is a single mother of three children: one pre-teen, one teenager, and one young adult. 
Recently, Mary’s oldest child went through a divorce, and she and her two children (ages 1 and 
3) moved in with Mary. Mary is the sole income earner for the household, working 40 hours 
per week in healthcare support and earning $18.00 per hour. Mary’s wages make her eligible to 
receive $97 in food stamps per month. Though Mary’s ex-husband has failed to pay child 
support, her daughter’s ex-husband pays $60 per month in child support. 

 

Scenario 2 

Fernando and Angela have a four-year-old son and another baby on the way. Fernando recently 
returned from Iraq, where he served in the Army Reserve unit. His company was not able to 
offer him the same job when he returned, so now he works there in the maintenance 
department making $12.00 per hour. Angela has been placed on bed rest until she delivers the 
baby in another month and currently has no income. Fernando does not qualify for veteran’s 
benefits, but he does qualify for $215 in food stamps each month. He would like to go back to 
school to improve his skills in communications equipment repair, which he did while serving in 
the military. 

 

Scenario 3 

Doris is 58-years-old and was recently laid off from the legal firm where she worked as a legal 
secretary for 25 years. She receives unemployment benefits of $1,385 each month. Her 12-year-
old granddaughter moved in with her two years ago when her son was sent to prison for drug 
trafficking. She receives no funds from the state department of child welfare to care for her 
granddaughter. She now qualifies for $126 in food stamps each month.  Both she and her 
granddaughter do not have health insurance; Doris requires blood pressure medication that 
costs $250 each month, and her granddaughter struggles with asthma. The asthma treatment 
can often cost as much as $500 per month during acute attacks when Doris takes her 
granddaughter to the hospital. 
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Week 9: Participant Handout C 

Budgeting Activity 

This is a basic budgeting activity designed to help you and your group consider the budgeting 
challenges faced by the working poor in America.  Some of you may be intimately aware of the 
challenges of budgeting on a low-income; some of you may not.  While this exercise is simple, 
please engage it prayerfully, knowing that it is a reality faced by the U.S. workforce. 

Based on your scenario, create a monthly budget for the household using actual resources in 
your community. You may use whatever resources you choose, including newspaper 
advertisements, websites, etc. Strive to maintain as high a standard of living as possible.  

 

Budget for Scenario: $__________.____ 

Monthly Income:  $__________.____ 

 

1) RENT          $__________.____ 

Consider: number of rooms needed; safety of the neighborhood; inclusion of utilities in rent. 

Other factors to consider: 

 

2) UTILITIES         $__________.____ 

Consider: age of the building; inclusion in rent 

Other factors to consider: 

 

 

3) CHILD CARE           $__________.____ 

Consider: proximity to home; certification; number of children 

Other factors to consider: 

 

 

4) FOOD                   $__________.____ 

Consider: food stamp eligibility; relation of nutrition to cost; cost of home-cooked vs. fast-food 

Other factors to consider: 
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5) TRANSPORTATION        $__________.____ 

Consider: costs of vehicle ownership; public transportation availability/cost/location/regularity 

Other factors to consider: 

 

 

6) HEALTH CARE       $__________.____ 

Consider: family prescription costs; frequency of medical care 

Other factors to consider:  

 

 

7) MISCELLANEOUS          $__________.____ 

Consider: clothing, household supplies, phone, diapers/wipes, debt repayment, cable, internet 

Other factors to consider: 

 

 

 

TOTAL REMAINING:                           __________ 

 

 

After completing your budget, reflect on the following questions: 

 Is this budget realistic? 

 What are regular costs you include in your personal budget that are not reflected 
in this budget? 

 What unexpected costs might impact this person’s ability to make their monthly 
budget? 

 What resources are available in your community for those who cannot meet their 
expenses? 

 How might this person make room for savings? What space is left for improving 
their standard of living? 
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