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Note to Co-Facilitators 

The focus of the discussion in the first half of Week Twenty-One emphasizes one of the 

underlying assumptions of the JustFaith process, namely that conversion often happens 
when some kind of experience jostles us out of our self-satisfaction or comfort zone. The 

repeated life-testimony of many of the great people of faith is how God changed them in the 
holy process of being made uncomfortable. God’s truth and call can be recognized when we 

are vulnerable, open and seeking.  God’s truth is less well received when we are married to 
the thought of our personal, moral or political superiority. One of the roles that ideology or 

partisan politics typically plays is to distract us from being open to other truths and wisdom. 
Ideology typically serves to convince us that we are right. There is little room for God in that 

scenario. 

So, experiences that can open us in fresh and powerful ways to God’s call are often 

experiences that make us rethink our comfortable and self-protective assumptions. Robert 
McAfee Brown’s book, Unexpected News, is exactly the kind of text that presses us to 

reconsider assumptions. It is a book that can unsettle people. Those who are open to being 
challenged will find the book helpful. Those who are not open will probably dislike the 

book. Rather than framing the issues raised in the text with the common political categories 
of “right” and “left,” “conservative” and “liberal,” we encourage you to frame the 

conversation using biblical categories of “those on the bottom who have been exploited and 
ignored” and “those on top who are satiated and even self-preoccupied.” Know that 

Unexpected News asks us to see the world through the lens of those on the bottom.   

Finally, remember that this conversion work, like all things important, includes some risk. As 

we learn to see the world from the Gospel perspective - the perspective of those who have 
been exploited or ignored – we may encounter resistance from those operating out of a 

different outlook. Some who you love may reject this new perspective. Some who you love 
may find your newfound outlook threatening or too risky. Indeed, there is risk in responding 

to God’s call. Our safe strongholds may be shaken, our easy answers may be dissected. And 
yet, there is grace in that risk – grace that calls us to accompany our global neighbors, grace 

that builds relationships and breaks down barriers, grace that enables us to feel the presence 
of God’s kingdom drawing near. In this risky journey of transformation, may you find 

outposts of grace along the way – in your group meetings, in your immersion experiences, in 
your prayer life and in the testimony of those whose perspectives you may now encounter.  
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Week Twenty-One Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-One 

□ Review Week Twenty-One session information. 

□ Copy Week 21 Handouts (Attachment A and Note to Participants) 
□ Bring your JustFaith group’s copy of Prayers for The New Social Awakening and find 

“For Those Who Hold Power and Responsibility,” page 85. Assure that this week’s 
prayer has been assigned a prayer reader or that it has been divided for the group 
members to read in segments.  

□ Gather prayer items: A Bible, candle, branch with thorns, a cross and your choice of other 
items to create a prayer environment.  

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Matthew 5:1-12. 

 

Timing of the Session 

 

Activity Minutes 

Opening prayer 15 

Discuss difficult/transforming 
experiences 

50 

Break 15 

Business 10 

Discuss reading 55 

Closing prayer 5 

Total 150 

 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:  Bible marked at Matthew 5:1-12, Prayers for The New Social 
Awakening, a candle, a small branch with thorns and a cross  

Symbol: Branch with thorns – symbol of suffering  

Environment: Place the cross and candle in the center of the circle. 
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Introducing the Symbols 

When the group has gathered, hold up the branch with thorns and briefly introduce the 

symbol with these words:  

The witness of the faithful who have chosen solidarity with the poor,  

those who hunger and suffer for righteousness’ sake.  

 

Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle, holding the branch, and share these words: 

My brothers and sisters…  

those who are peacemakers and protest violence,   

those who remain faithful against all odds,  

those who lose their lives in discipleship, 

we call these people witnesses to Christ’s suffering.  

Jesus has shown us that faithfulness leads to self-giving, that discipleship is 
costly, that compassion leads to solidarity with those who are oppressed.  

We, who are witnesses of God’s loving-justice in a violent and divided world, 
see in the cross a symbol of solidarity and a sign of hope.  

Call to mind those places around our world where people are suffering the 
violence of persecution, deprivation and alienation. Pray for those people 

whose witness cries out to God for justice.  

Pass the branch with thorns carefully to the person seated on the right. Invite participants to 

hold the symbol for a brief moment of silent prayer before passing it around the circle. Offer 
this prayer while the thorns move round the circle:  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice. 

When the branch with thorns has gone around the circle, place them on top of the cross.  
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Scripture Reading 

Read Matthew 5:1-12. Pause for a minute of silent reflection, then share these words:  

As we hear this Scripture read for a second time, listen for word or phrase that deeply 
resonates with you. 

 

Ask the Scripture reader to read the passage again. Pause again for a minute of silence, then 

invite participants to speak out loud the word or phrase that resonated with them. After 
everyone has had an opportunity to speak a word or phrase, ask the group to reflect silently 

on this question:  

Where does the content of this Scripture touch my life today?  

 

Pause briefly before asking the designated reader begin the prayer, “For Those Who Hold 

Power and Responsibility,” page 85 of Prayers for The New Social Awakening. 

 

Prayer of the Heart   

After a couple of minutes of silent reflection, introduce the mantra prayer in this way:  

Leader: Let us take prayer to heart.  Echo this simple prayer, line by line: 

If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

All:   If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

Leader:  We are called to bear one another’s burdens.  

All:   We are called to bear one another’s burdens.   

Leader: Let this prayer echo in our hearts. 

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth. May our 
hearts be opened. Let us say “Amen.” 
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First Half (50minutes) 

Discuss Difficult/Transforming Experiences 

Distribute Week 21: Attachment A to participants. Introduce this next section with these or 

similar words:  

One of the underlying assumptions of the JustFaith process is that personal 

transformation often happens only when some kind of experience jostles us 
out of our comfort zone. The repeated life-testimony of many great people of 

faith is how God changed them in the holy process of being made 
uncomfortable. Many of the people we have read about in Cloud of Witnesses 

were them-selves shaken out of their complacency by an experience that left 
them unsettled and searching for a new path. We will now take some time to 

consider our own potentially transforming experiences.  

 

Break (15 minutes) 

 

Business Items (10minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next week: Unexpected News, pages 89-116, 127-141, 150-161 and 
“Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Two.”  

2. Distribute Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Two.  

3. Provide information as needed on an upcoming Immersion Experience.  

4. Remind participants of the Closing Retreat dates.  

 

Second Half (55 minutes) 

Discuss Reading   

 Unexpected News, pages 11-48, 63-73 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Oscar Romero,” pages 274-279  

1. On page 16 of Unexpected News, the author offers this personal conclusion: At 
least I am beginning to be able to name the sin from which the Bible tells me I 

need liberation: complacency.” What is your reaction to his summation?  

2. Chapter Two of Unexpected News includes the phrase “God Takes Sides.” Are 

you convinced by the author’s argument that God does indeed take sides? Does 
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this mean that God doesn’t love everyone? When is it appropriate for us to take 

sides? In what ways do you remember Jesus taking sides? Does God side with the 
bully or the bullied? What hope does God extend to the bully?  

3. Drawing from question #1 on page 70, Aristotle’s definition of justice is given as 
“rendering to each child his or her due.” Spend two minutes journaling on what is 

absolutely necessary for you to live a decent and meaningful life.  

Write the group’s responses on the board or a flip chart.  After all responses are recorded 

on the board, consider:  

What, then, is due to every human being? Who is responsible to see that each 

person receives what is due? 

4. The prophetic dimension of the Bible speaks to love’s confrontation with evil. 

Love names the evil, denounces the evil, and calls the evil to repentance. And 
there is great risk in this. Comment on those you know personally who seem to 

fill this prophetic role in your church and in our world.  

5. Romero felt that faith compelled him to criticize his own country, even at the risk 

of being called unpatriotic and un-Christian. When is it appropriate for Christians 
to critique the government from the perspective of faith and justice and to stand 

against certain kinds of behavior or policies?   

6. Have someone read the third paragraph on page 278 of Cloud of Witnesses that begins 

with “In Tejutla . . .” In such a reality, what would you expect people there to pray 
about? Given that similar realities exist in our world today, what should we pray 

for?   

7.  

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Returning to the Symbol 

Hold up the cross and the thorns and offer these words of blessing: 

May those who cry out for justice move us to stand with them and, in 

solidarity, share in their suffering, aware that prophecy leads to persecution 
and justice leads to the cross.   

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 
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We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need.  
(Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, 
please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me : 

If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

All:   If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

Leader:  We are called to bear one another’s burdens.  

All:   We are called to bear one another’s burdens.   

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, 

while we work, as we rest and when we pray for one another.  Call to 
mind those who are suffering in despair or fear.  

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.  

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all!  
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Note to Co-Facilitators 

As you will notice, the first and second half of this week’s session and many of the rest of the 
remaining eight sessions are composed of two somewhat different agendas:  one half will focus on 
the reading; the other half will focus, in one form or another, on “next steps.” Sometimes this focus 
on “next steps” will include a straightforward exercise (like this week); other times it will involve a 
video or speaker.   

As JustFaith moves into its final weeks, it is, of course, appropriate that participants consider how 
they can translate their experience into practice. Without any prompting, many will be asking, “What 
do I do next?” For some, the answers to this question might come easily, but for many it will not. 
So, here are some observations that you might want to share with your group when the time seems 
right.  

First, JustFaith is, for many, the beginning of an exploration that has no immediate end in sight. In 
other words, the journey has just begun and is ongoing, so participants are to be encouraged to 
continue to explore and experiment after JustFaith is over. It might very well be that there are many 
more steps to be taken before some kind of clear answer comes. And even after an answer comes, it 
can change.   

Second, action can clarify thought. Many of us make the assumption that we have to know exactly 
what we think we want to do before we do it. It is more likely that we will discover what we want to 
do by first doing it. Encourage your group members not to be paralyzed by a lack of direction. 
There is a lot that needs to be done. Just dive in. Think about it. Pray about it. See where God 
touches your heart.   

Third, the next step is not just action. Next steps include action AND prayer; continued learning 
AND being connected with a community living out its mission. Rushing to action without a broader 
set of commitments is the recipe for burnout and cynicism. Ideally, churches are places where 
prayer, continued learning and mission are central. Encourage your group members to be very 
deliberate about all of these ingredients. Some helps will be offered in the weeks to come with a tool 
provided by JustFaith Ministries titled, “Engaging the World Together.”   

Finally, as noted above, beginning this week and continuing through the end of the program, 
JustFaith will engage participants in some discernment experiences to assist in this process. 
Encourage your group to take time to pray, ask, discern, be open and be still. It is hard to undertake 
discernment when one is over-busy or over-stimulated. Creating space to hear how God is calling us 
to serve is an important early and ongoing step along this journey.  
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Week Twenty-Two Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-Two 

□ Review Week Twenty-Two session information.  

□ Copy Week 22 Handouts (Attachments A and B and Note to Participants). 

□ Locate copies of The Powers That Be to distribute.  

□ Gather prayer items: Bible, newspaper, wrapping paper and ribbons, small trash bag 
to collect paper. Gift wrap the Bible with ribbons and tape. Using a recent edition of a 

newspaper, wrap the Bible first in several (six or seven) layers of newspaper before 
finally wrapping it with festive paper and ribbons.  

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Deuteronomy 14:28 – 15:4. 

 

Timing of the Session 

 

Activity Minutes 

Opening prayer 15 

Discuss ten areas of 

social ministry 

55 

Break 15 

Business 10 

Discuss reading 50 

Closing prayer  5 

Total 150 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:  Gift-wrapped Bible marked at Deuteronomy 14:28 – 15:4. Have a 
small trash bag available. Set aside one or two pages of a newspaper for 

the closing prayer. 

Symbols:  Newspaper, wrappings and Bible       

Environment:  Place the candle in the center of the circle. 
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Introducing the Symbols 

Hold up the gift-wrapped Bible in the center of the circle  and introduce the symbol with 

these words: 

An unexpected gift, wrapped in mystery… 

opened with care and received with joy. 

 

Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle holding the gift and share these words: 

My brothers and sisters… 

when was the last time you received unexpected news?  

 

Pass the wrapped gift to the person seated on the right. Invite participants to hold it for a 
brief moment, then carefully and reverently remove one layer of the wrapping before passing 

it on. Offer the call to prayer while the gift moves around the circle:  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice.  

Gather up all the wrapping and pile it in the center of the circle.  Place the unwrapped Bible 
on top of all the wrapping paper. 

 

Meditation    

Ask the group to reflect on these questions:  

What surprising breakthrough or new understandings have come from this 
JustFaith process?  How has this circle of people become a gift to you?  

After a minute of silence, pick up a layer of the wrappings and share these words: 
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The gift of God’s word comes wrapped in layers visible and invisible.  

After a pause, pick up a second layer of the discarded wrapping, fold it and place it in the 
trash bag to be recycled saying:  

There is a layer of shared culture and common history that shapes our 
identity. 

Pause, then pick up another wrapping, fold and place it in the bag…  

There is a layer decorated with assumptions accumulated from our personal 

life experiences. These color our understanding and define our priorities.  

Pause, then pick up another wrapping, fold and place it in the bag…  

There is a layer of formation and education that defines our faith and values 
and informs our activities. 

Pause, then pick up the remaining layers and place them in the recycling bag…  

There are the events and signs of our times, the focusing lenses through which 

we search for meaning and recognize God breaking into our common story.  

Pause, then pick up the Bible and hold it up…  

We sift through these layers, deciding what to discard and what to hold onto, 
until we are struck by the unexpected news that speaks to the heart of our 

reality. Let us now listen to God’s word.  

 

Scripture Reading 

Read Deuteronomy 14:28 – 15:4. 

 

Prayer of the Heart 

After a couple of minutes of silent reflection on the Scripture, introduce the mantra prayer 
(adapted from Psalm 33: 4-5) in this way:  

Leader:   Let us take prayer to heart. Echo this simple prayer, line by line: 

  The word of God is upright,  

All:   The word of God is upright, 

Leader:   And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.   

All:  And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.  
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Leader: Our God loves justice and right;  

All:  Our God loves justice and right;  

Leader: And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God.  

All:  And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God. 

Leader: Let this prayer echo in our hearts. 

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth.  May our 

hearts be opened.  Let us say “Amen.”  

First Half (55 minutes) 

Reflect on Ten Options of Social Ministry 

Pass out copies of Week 22: Attachment A. Invite participants to spend twenty minutes 

reflecting and making notes on this handout. This exercise will expose participants to various 
types of social ministry work and begin their process of discernment. They will continue to 

reflect and discern for the remaining weeks of the program and during the closing retreat.  

Ask participants to save their notes on this activity and bring it with them to the closing 

retreat. 

After 20 minutes, set up small groups of four or five and ask participants to share their 

reflections in the small groups. (35 minutes) 

Break (15 minutes) 

Business Items (10 minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next session: The Powers That Be, pages 1-62; Cloud of 
Witnesses, “Martin Niemoeller,” pages 266-273; and Note to Participants.  

2. Distribute Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Three.  

3. Distribute Discernment Exercise for Week 23 (Week 22: Attachment B).  Ask 

participants to set aside at least 30 minutes in the coming week to reflect on these 
questions. Ask them to come prepared next week to share their reflections.  

4. Distribute copies of The Powers That Be. 
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Second Half (50 minutes) 

Discuss Reading  

Co-facilitators should preview the questions and start the discussion with a couple of pre-

selected questions. Do not be concerned about covering all questions.  

 Unexpected News, pages 89-116,127-141 and 150-161 

1. Share with the group a passage from this week’s reading that you found especially helpful 

or challenging. 

2. On page 89, the author notes, “It all seems askew, for while the poor do get a lot of 

attention in the Bible, the nonpoor get a lot of attention in the church and usually end up 
running things. One reason for this is that the nonpoor have become the official 

interpreters of the Scriptures and have managed to take most of the sting out of passages 
dealing with the poor.” Do these words seem accurate? Why or why not?  

3. Consider the last paragraph on page 104. What spiritual exercises/lifestyle choices must 
we make to be sure that we do not fall prey to our appetite for comfort and security?   

4. On page 157, Brown writes, “Where does this leave middle-class, well-intentioned, 
sincerely- committed mainline church folks?  If we are still listening, it leaves us battered, 

wounded, macerated.  It may also leave us resentful and angry at being assaulted from a 
different direction in every chapter. ‘This is Good News?’” How do you respond to 

Brown’s assessment? 

5. Brown writes on page 158, “We should also realize that the source of our discomfort is 

not  third world Christians trying to put us down. It is not they who are giving us a bad 
time; rather, the Bible is giving us a bad time. They have not created a new biblical 

message to make us feel guilty; they are only calling attention to the old biblical message 
we have camouflaged for centuries in order not to feel guilty.” What is your reaction to 

this statement? Do you ever feel discomforted by what you read in the Bible?  

6. On page 160, Brown writes, “The great hope, surely, is that we can begin to be liberated 

from some of the false gods—the Bible calls them ‘idols’—that have held us in 
captivity.” What false gods do you wrestle with?    

7. How do we, as a people of faith, challenge the status quo—which might threaten our 
fellow church members—and still maintain friendships with them? 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright 2014 by JustFaith Ministries • www.justfaith.org • 502-429-0865 
Week 22 • Page 8 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Returning to the Symbol 

Pick up the Bible and a fresh page from a newspaper. Wrap the paper around the Bible, and 

offer these words of blessing:  

May we welcome God’s Word, honestly and humbly,  

as unexpected news for a broken world. 

May our lives be a proclamation of good news to those who are poor.   

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need. 

(Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, 

please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me: 

The word of God is upright,  

All:  The word of God is upright, 

Leader:   And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.   

All:   And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.  

Leader: Our God loves justice and right;  

All:  Our God loves justice and right;  

Leader: And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God.  

All:  And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God. 
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Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, 

while we work, as we rest and when we pray for one another. Call to 
mind those who are suffering in despair or fear.  

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.  

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all! 
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Note to Co-Facilitators 

This week begins a consideration of the tricky and sensitive issue of the use of violence. It is intuitively clear 
that it is difficult to mesh the realities we call “love” and “violence,” especially when one is dealing with a 
Christian definition of love that embraces the totality of the world.    

On one hand, war is hell. War is awful. The carnage of human bodies and destruction of cultures and places 
leaves wounds that take generations to heal. We can’t but imagine that God weeps as sons and daughters are 
sent to destroy each other.   

On the other hand, without some adequate form of defense many peoples have been brutalized, enslaved and 
nearly eradicated by those whose use of violence was unbridled. One needs only to consider the plight of 
native peoples in North America and Africa during the last 250 years. And, so Christianity continues to 
struggle with the ethics of self-defense and warfare. 

Walter Wink’s book, The Powers That Be, will force your group to think hard about what constitutes—from 
a Gospel perspective—an appropriate use of violence. The author seeks to be faithful to the New Testament 
and also make relevant applications to the contemporary world we live in. At the very least, your group will be 
challenged to think and pray.   

To assist with the reading, we hope your group will find the “Notes to Participants” helpful. The challenge of 
these next three weeks will be to assist participants with differentiating between the Christian tradition and 
the nationalist tradition. Most people in most countries (except those living in countries where the 
political/military leadership oppresses its own people) are trained to defend—at least intellectually—their 
country against others. “My country right or wrong,” we hear.  Of course, this will not suffice for the faithful 
Christian, but it is difficult to put new wine in old wineskins.   

So, we recommend that the challenge you set before your group is to engage in the question about violence 
from the perspective of what is faithful to God, what is loving for the entire human family, and at least how 
violence can be reduced and restrained.   

As always, you and your group will be in our prayers.   

Week Twenty-Three Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-Three 

□ Review Week Twenty-Three session information.  

□ Copy Week 23 Handouts (Note to Participants). 

□ Bring your JustFaith group’s copy of Prayers for The New Social Awakening and find “For 

Peace,” page 51. Assign a prayer reader or divide prayer among group members. 

□ Gather prayer items: a Bible, a pillar candle, a small pitcher with water, a large bowl, CD player 

and music of your choice. You may wish to have a towel available.  

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Micah 6:6-8. 
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Timing of the Session 

  

Activity Minutes 

Opening prayer 15 

Discuss reading 60 

Break 15 

Business 5 

Discuss Discernment Activity 50 

Closing prayer  5 

Total 150 

 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:   A Bible marked at Micah 6:6-8, Prayers for The New Social Awakening, a pillar 

candle, a small pitcher with water, a large bowl, CD player and reflective music 

Symbols:    Water for commissioning    

Environment: Put the candle, bowl, and pitcher of water in the center of the circle. 

 

Introducing the Symbols 

Light the candle. Pour a small amount of water from the pitcher into the bowl. Holding up the bowl 
of water, introduce the symbol with these words: 

Water – blessing and commissioning…baptism and healing…flood of refreshment.  

 

Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle holding the bowl of water, and share these words: 

My brothers and sisters, at baptism we are claimed as holy, servant and prophetic 

people. With this ancient sign of God’s life-giving blessing, healing and hope is 
conferred; prophets and servants are commissioned into the ministry of God’s peace.  

 

Kneel or stands in front of the bowl, dip your hands into the water, and lift them up, allowing the 

water to trickle back into the bowl. Invite the participants to do similarly with these words:  
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In the waters of baptism, God claims us as God’s own – commissioned as instruments 
of peace in the world. Come to the waters. Feel drenched in its promise. Feel claimed 

by its calling. 

 

When everyone has dipped their hands in the waters, the leader begins the call to prayer.  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice.  

Scripture Reading 

Read Micah 6:6-8.  

Pause for a minute of silent reflection. Then, invite the assigned reader to read “For Peace” (page 

51) from Prayers for The New Social Awakening.  

 

Prayer of the Heart  

After a couple of minutes, introduce the mantra prayer (Psalm 46:10) in this way:  

Leader:  Let us take prayer to heart. Echo this simple prayer, line by line:  

  Be still and know that I am God.  

All:   Be still and know that I am God.  

Leader: Be still and know. 

All:  Be still and know. 

Leader: Be still. 

All:  Be still. 

Leader: Let this stillness prayer echo in our hearts.  

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader: Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth. May our hearts be 
opened. Let us say “Amen.” 
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First Half (60 minutes) 

Discuss Reading  

 The Powers That Be, pages 1-62 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Martin Niemoeller,” pages 266-273 

1. Think of an institution—workplace, community organization, alumni club, athletic league, school, 

etc.—with which you are associated.  In what ways does it work well and do good?  In what ways 
is it fallen? 

2. In the past, when you thought of Paul’s phrase, “principalities and powers,” how did you       
“visualize” them?  Did you grow up in your church thinking about “powers” and social         

realities—like the World Bank or the International Monetary Fund—or only about personal faith 
and individual commitment and service?   

3. On page 5, Wink writes, “Corporations and governments are ‘creatures’ whose sole purpose is to 
serve the general welfare. And when they refuse to do so, their spirituality becomes diseased.” 

Comment on this statement, referring to a corporation or government that is meant to serve but 
has become “diseased.” 

4. Referring to Wink’s descriptions of the five worldviews (pages 15-21), what is your      worldview? 
How much are you influenced by each of the worldviews? In what way do these worldviews 

prevent you from becoming a whole, healthy, loving person? Are you “caught” in any of them?  

5. It has been said that many of us are “practical atheists.” We worship once a week and live the rest 

of the time by the values of a materialistic society of self-indulgence. We celebrate the power of 
God on Sunday and spend the rest of the week ignoring that power. We pray but don’t really 

believe our prayers change anything. Do you agree with this assessment? If so, in what ways 
might we and our culture be shaped by this understanding? What would be the implications of 

such a perspective on working for justice? 

6. In his interview in Cloud of Witnesses, Martin Niemoeller describes the conflict in Nazi 

Germany: “The issue was whether one saw Jesus as the highest authority, or Hitler” (page 269).  
How does this question translate many years later to our lives as U.S. citizens?   

7. “This Myth of Redemptive Violence is the real myth of the modern world. It, and not Judaism or 
Christianity or Islam, is the dominant religion in our society today” (The Powers that Be, page 

42). What social realities can you point to that support or challenge this statement?  

8. Where do you see violence in your own life?   

9. How do you see the Myth of Redemptive Violence being lived out in world politics today? What 
nations or groups or organizations are working to create nonviolent alternatives?  

10. Have someone in the group read the bottom section (question and answer) on page 272 of Cloud 
of Witnesses. How do you respond to Niemoeller’s interpretation of the great commandment?    
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Break (15 minutes) 

 

Business Items (5 minutes) 

1. Assign reading: The Powers That Be, pages 63-127; Cloud of Witnesses, “George 

Zabelka,” pages 231-237; and “Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Four.”  

2. Distribute Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Four.  

3. Remind participants of closing retreat dates and location. 

 

Second Half (50 minutes) 

Discuss Discernment Exercise  

Break into groups of three or four. Ask participants to share some of their r eflections from this 
exercise, which was assigned last week (Week 22: Attachment B). You may want to have a few extra 

copies of this handout available at this session.  

 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Returning to the Symbols 

Hold up the pitcher of water and bowl; offer these words of blessing: 

We are prophetic people, abundantly blessed.  Let us share God’s blessing, spread 

God’s abundance and commission other prophetic voices to announce God’s love and 
defend the vulnerable.  

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need.  (Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, please 

do so.  
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Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me: 

Be still and know that I am God.  

All:   Be still and know that I am God.  

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, while we 

work, as we rest and when we pray for one another. Call to mind those who are 
suffering or are in despair or fear. 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.   

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.   

May we extend God’s peace to all! 
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Note to Co-Facilitators 

This week’s session continues the process of engaging participants in the question of “What next?” 
by introducing the group to the work of the Christian hunger lobby organization, Bread for the 
World. By hearing from someone who is involved with this outstanding organization, our hope is 
that participants will begin to understand the power that can be created and channeled for God’s 
work when Christians come together from across the country. It is our conviction that there is no 
finer ecumenical organization than Bread for the World when it comes to advocating on behalf of 
those who suffer from hunger and its related effects.   

The consideration of nonviolence and Jesus’ call to “love our enemy” in The Powers That Be draws 
us into a consideration of one of the great Christian spiritual commitments. The history of 
Christianity is seasoned with the remarkable stories of people who were apparently drawn so deeply 
into God’s bottomless compassion that they lost any sense of fear for their own lives. They seemed 
to draw from some deep well of intimacy with God’s Spirit that allowed them to transcend fear, 
hate, and vengeance, and embrace and forgive those who would do them wrong. Was there a more 
significant news story in 2006 than the forgiving reaction of the Amish to the killing of the five girls 
in the one-room school in Bart Township, Pennsylvania? Is there a more compelling witness than 
the Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation (MVFR) who, despite having experienced a family 
member murdered, oppose the death penalty. Then there is a long list of people, many anonymous, 
who gave up their lives so others could live. 

This kind of behavior speaks of new life in Christ, the kind of behavior that can only come with a 
deep and profound experience of God’s transforming love. This kind of reckless, forgiving , fearless 
love is too much to ask of anyone, but it is something that we as a Christian community are not 
surprised by. God’s Spirit will blow where it will; we can only make ourselves open to its life -
changing, world-changing nudge.  

Week Twenty-Four Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-Four   

□ Review Week Twenty-Four session information.  

□ Copy Week 24 Handouts (Note to Participants).  

□ Confirm with guest speaker(s) one week before and one day before session.  

□ Bring your JustFaith group’s copy of Prayers for The New Social Awakening and find 

“For Peace Seekers,” page 130. Assure that this week’s prayer has been assigned a 
prayer reader or that it has been divided for the group members to read in segments.  

□ Gather prayer items: A Bible, a large candle, prayer cloth, and cross.  

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Luke 6:27-36. 
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Timing of the Session 

Activity Time 

Opening prayer 15 

Guest speaker on Bread for the 

World 

60 

Break 15 

Business 5 

Discuss reading 50 

Closing prayer    5 

Total time 150 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:    A Bible marked at Luke 6:27-36, Prayers for The New Social Awakening, a 
large candle, prayer cloth, and cross  

Symbols:  Clenched fist and open palm – the power of violence and the power of 
nonviolence   

Environment:      Set the candle and cross on the prayer cloth. Light the candle and dim the 
lights.  

Introducing the Symbols 

Walk into the center of the circle and hold up a hand in a clenched fist. Introduce the 
symbol with these words:  

The clenched fist. The threat of violence. The willingness to hurt and beat and 
maim and kill the other. The clenched fist. The warning of physical harm. The 

clenched fist. A sign of fear, the opposite of love. 

The facilitator drops her/his left arm and raises his/her right arm; then with palm open and 

facing up, slowly introduces the symbol with these words: 

The open palm.  Receptive. Open. Inviting. Unthreatening. The open palm.  

Ready for handshakes or joining hands or prayer. The open palm.  
Courageous. Determined. Unafraid. A sign of love.   
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Call to Prayer 

Stand in the circle and pray aloud: 

Gracious God— source of wonder and mystery—we pause to consider the 

possibilities of our lives.   

Raise your clenched fist again: 

We can do as we are told is normal: retaliate, threaten, oppress, do minate, 
exploit and destroy. Or, 

Gently open your hand into a receptive posture, as if catching raindrops:  

We can extend the hand of friendship, the hand that shares and cares for the 

distress of the world.  We shall all pass from this life. The quality of our lives 
will not be determined by how long they were but by the depths of our love 

and compassion. Do we choose to scar our lives and this world with violence? 
Or do we choose to bless this world with love, even suffering love, as did our 

savior and our God? 

 

Have a seat in the circle. Invite participants to clench their left fists and hold their right 
hands open and upward. After a pause, offer the call to prayer:  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice.  

 

Scripture Reading 

Read Luke 6:27-36. Pause for a minute of silent reflection before reading the prayer “For 
Peace Seekers” (page 130) from Prayers for The New Social Awakening.  
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Prayer of the Heart 

Introduce the mantra prayer in this way:  

Leader: Let us take prayer to heart. Echo this simple prayer, line by line. Then 

echo the whole prayer.  

Leader:     Participants:  

Not by might,     Not by might,  

Not by power,     Not by power,  

But by My Spirit,     But by My Spirit,  

Says the Lord.     Says the Lord. 

Leader:   Not by might, not by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord. 

All repeat:  Not by might, not by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord. 

Leader: Let this prayer echo in our hearts. 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth. May our 

hearts be opened. Let us say “Amen.” 

First Half (60 minutes) 

Guest Speaker to Discuss Bread for the World 

Invite your Bread for the World regional organizer, a local Bread for the World leader, or a 

member of Bread for the World to address your group about the work that Bread for the 
World is involved in and how you and your church can get involved.  To learn who might be 

able to visit your group, visit Bread for the World’s website at 
www.bread.org/contact/regional.html  or contact the national office for Church Outreach at 

202-688-1106. 

Allow time for discussion and for participants to ask any questions that might have been 

prompted by Bread for the World’s website.  

 

Break (15 minutes) 

 

http://www.bread.org/contact/regional.html
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Business Items (5 minutes) 

1. Assign the reading for next week: The Powers That Be, pages 128-200; Cloud of 

Witnesses, “Dietrich Bonhoeffer,” pages 261-265; and “Note to Participants for 
Week Twenty-Five.”  

2. Distribute “Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Five.”  

Second Half (50 minutes) 

Discuss Reading 

 The Powers That Be, pages 63-127  

 Cloud of Witnesses, “George Zabelka,” pp. 231-237 

1. Look over Chapter Three in The Power That Be; choose one interpretation of a teaching 

of Jesus that differs from what you were taught. Lift it up for discussion by the group. 
Are traditional teachings in our churches also influenced by the Domination System?   

2. The prophets often condemned the accumulation of wealth while so many were 
impoverished.  They also condemned judges who took bribes and ruled against poor 

people in favor of the rich.  Where do we see similar behavior in our society today?  

3. Wink states that Jesus’ ministry taught us, “Violent revolution fails because it is not      

revolutionary enough. It changes the rulers but not the rules, the end but not the means” 
(page 81).  Apply this statement to the “war against terrorism.” 

4. Ask the group to share their reactions to reading George Zabelka’s view of just war from 
the Cloud of Witnesses book.   

5. Consider the forgiving reaction of the Amish community to the murder of five girls in 
the one-room school in Bart Township, Pennsylvania in 2006.  The authors of the book, 

Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy write, “What we learn from the 
Amish, both at Nickel Mines and more generally, is that how we choose to move on 

from tragic injustice is culturally formed. For the Amish, who bring their own religious 
resources to bear on injustice, the preferred way to live on with meaning and hope is to 

offer forgiveness—and offer it quickly. That offer, including the willingness to forego 
vengeance, does not undo the tragedy or pardon the wrong. It does, however, constitute 

a first step toward a future that is more hopeful, and potentially less violent, than it 
would otherwise be.” (Quoted from Christianity Today, web version posted 9 Sep 2007.)  

How does the culture in which we live and which we create help us or hinder us from 
choosing forgiveness over vengeance? 

6. Express the feelings that reading this material on Christian nonviolence stirs up in you.  
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Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle. Ask each participant to extend their hands, palms up: 

We can extend the hand of friendship, a hand to care for the distress of the 

world. We shall all pass from this life. The quality of our lives will not be 
determined by how long we live, but by the depth of our love and compassion.  

Invite participants to link hands in prayer: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need.  

(Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, 

please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader: Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me: 

  Not by might, not by power   

All:   Not by might, not by power  

Leader:  But by My Spirit, says the Lord.  

All:  But by My Spirit, says the Lord. 

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, 
while we work, as we rest, and when we pray for one another. Call to 

mind those who are suffering in despair or fear. 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.  

With a sign of peace, we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all! 



  Week Nine 
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Note to Co-Facilitators 

This will be the last week for examining, specifically, the role of nonviolence in our world, our community 
and our own personal values. This week’s session includes an inspiring and compelling video titled A Force 
More Powerful. Due to time restraints, only two segments from this six-segment video series are able to be 
included in the JustFaith program. However, this is such a rich resource that your group may want to watch 
the remaining four segments at another time. This is a video, like many of the JustFaith videos, that you will 
want to share with your church community, when appropriate.  

As you wind this final curve of the topic of nonviolence, note any specific tensions that have arisen in your 
JustFaith group. What shifts or changes have you seen in your group members? Was the topic of nonviolence 
a difficult one for your group to engage? Or did it seem less difficult than other topics used throughout the 
JustFaith program. Conversation regarding nonviolence can seem personal for many reasons, whether on a 
theological level or on a broader level of personal beliefs and convictions. World circumstances and context 
can also influence these conversations. How might you image a conversation about nonviolence being 
different in a time of peace versus a time of war? How might conversation have been different among a group 
of refugees or with those who have faced domestic abuse? Indeed, members of your JustFaith group have 
probably faced violence in different forms throughout their lives. We hope that this focused examination of 
nonviolence has been life-giving for you and your group, enabling you to share in prayerful exploration and 
discernment. 

Next week, your group will begin to focus more carefully upon how God is calling you and your group. In 
these final five weeks of the JustFaith program, your group will focus on two important elements of calling: 
communal and personal discernment. Starting next week, your group will begin exploring the power of 
communal calling with the text Doing Justice: Congregations and Community Organizing, by Dennis 
Jacobsen. The final book of the JustFaith Program, Let Your Life Speak, by Parker Palmer, will help group 
members discern how God is personally calling them to respond to this JustFaith journey – a journey that is 
just one step along the wide path toward discipleship.  

Week Twenty-Five Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-Five 

□ Review Week Twenty-Five session information.  

□ Copy Week 25 Handouts (Note to Participants).  

□ Locate DVD of “A Force More Powerful” and assure availability of equipment.  

□ Locate copies of the book Doing Justice: Congregations and Community Organizing.  

□ Bring your JustFaith group’s copy of Prayers for The New Social Awakening and find “To 

Claim God’s Vision of a New Earth,” page 145. Assign a prayer reader.  

□ Gather prayer items: a Bible, a knife and a garden trowel (small shovel), instrumental music 
and other items as desired.   

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Revelation 21:1-4. 
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Timing of the Session   

 

Activity Minutes 

Opening prayer 15 

View video 60 

Break 10 

Business   5 

Discuss assigned reading and 
video 

55 

Closing prayer    5 

Total 150 

 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:  A Bible marked at Revelation 21:1-4, Prayers for The New Social Awakening, 

instrumental music, a knife and a garden trowel   

Symbols: Knife – a symbol of potential harm; garden trowel – a symbol of nurturing life and 

care           

Environment:    Instrumental music softly playing in background 

 

Introducing the Symbols 

Hold up the knife into the center of the circle and introduce the symbol with these words: 

A knife…or a sword…or a gun. Metal and wood – things we make for purposes of 
harm. They are made and sold for profit. For all who taste the fruit of such tools, tears 

are shed in human agony.   

 

Place the knife in the center of the circle. Hold up the garden trowel and offer these words: 

A trowel…or a shovel…or a plow. Metal and wood – things we make for purposes of 

nurturing life, tilling the soil. They are made to help us grow food, used for 
sustenance. For all who taste the fruit of such tools, there is satisfaction and gladness. 

Children grow. Parents celebrate. Human joy. 
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Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle holding the knife and garden trowel, then share: 

Gracious God, for metal and wood, there are many purposes. They are but building 
materials to be used for death, or for life. So, too, are our lives but flesh and blood, 

which can be spent for death or for life. 

Make us a people of life who give our lives over to the work of nurture and joy.  

Pass the knife and the trowel to the person seated on the right. Invite participants to hold the 
symbols for a brief moment before passing them around the circle. Offer the call to prayer while the 

symbols move around the circle:  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Have someone read Revelation 21:1-4. Pause for a minute of silent reflection before beginning the 
prayer “To Claim God’s Vision of a New Earth” (page 145) from Prayers for The New Social 

Awakening.  

 

Prayer of the Heart 

Introduce the mantra prayer this way:  

Leader: Let us take prayer to heart. Echo this simple prayer from the Good News 

according to Matthew, line by line: 

  But I say to you, love your enemies…  

All:   But I say to you, love your enemies,  

Leader:   And pray for those who persecute you… 

All:   And pray for those who persecute you,  

Leader: So that you may be sons and daughters of God.   
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All:  So that you may be sons and daughters of God.  

Leader: Let this prayer echo in our hearts. 

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth. May our hearts be 
opened. Let us say “Amen.” 

 

First Half (60 minutes) 

View DVD 

View the “Poland” and “Chile” segments of the second disc of the video series, “A Force More 

Powerful.” Prepare the DVD player in advance, so that it will start with the “Poland” segment; the 
“Chile” segment will follow automatically.   

Introduce this film with these or similar words:  

“A Force More Powerful” is a documentary on how nonviolent power overcame 

oppression and authoritarian rule. It documents how millions of people during the last 
century, which was the most violent in history, chose to oppose the forces of brutality 

with nonviolent means and how they won. We will watch two of the six stories that are 
part of this documentary. The first one will be on the striking workers in Poland 

demanding independent labor unions in a communist system. The second will be the 
story of the nonviolent protests against the military dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet 

in Chile. We will discuss the video after our break. 

Break (10 minutes) 

 

Business Items (5 minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next week: Doing Justice: Congregations and Community Organizing, 
pp. ix - 49 and “Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Six.”  

2. Distribute Note to Participants for “Week Twenty-Six.  

3. Pass out copies of Doing Justice. 

4. Remind participants of the Closing Retreat weekend dates.  
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Second Half (55 minutes) 

Discuss Video and Reading* 

 “A Force More Powerful”  

 The Powers That Be, pages 128-200 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Dietrich Bonhoeffer,” pages 261-265 

1. Share your reaction to the video. What inspired you? What troubled you?  

2. If there are members of your group who participated in any nonviolent resistance  movements (ie. 
Civil Rights Movement), encourage them to tell their stories of actively resisting the injustice.  

2. Wink states that no Christian should be involved in a war unless just war criteria are met     (page 
132). What wars that you know of have met just war criteria?  

3. Have someone read from Cloud of Witnesses beginning with the last two lines on page 263 and 
continuing on the next page up to the indented quote. What do you think of Bonhoeffer’s choice 

to participate in the assassination plot on Hitler’s life?   

4. Wink lists the essential conditions for a just war o n page 132. Many religious leaders applied 

these criteria to the war on Iraq and found that several were not met. What do you think? What 
other options could the U.S. administration have employed?  

5. Tell a story about how you employed or observed nonviolent techniques to mediate or settle 
conflicts at home, school, work or elsewhere.  

6. Wink states: “As we begin to acknowledge our own inner shadow, we become more tolerant     of 
the shadow in others. As we begin to love the enemy within, we develop the compassion      we 

need to love the enemy without” (page 165). How do we come to grips with our inner darkness?  

7. Wink states that “change in even one person thus changes what God can thereby do in the 

world” (pages 185-186).  Discuss how this relates to you and your JustFaith group or your church 
community.  

8. Industrial workers play key roles in several of the stories presented in the video. Why have 
workers and their unions often been such effective vehicles for nonviolent action? What forms of 

leverage do workers possess that ordinary civilians do not? 

* After viewing these two portions of “A Force More Powerful,” participants may wonder whether 

there are any examples of nonviolent resistance in the United States comparable to those they have 
seen in the video.  One example you can highlight now or after the discussion of the film is the 

annual protest/prayer vigil held at the School of the Americas, located on the U.S. Army base in Ft. 
Benning, Georgia.  The School of the Americas (now called the Western Hemisphere Institute for 

Security Cooperation) has trained perpetrators of human rights abuses in Central and South America 
including some of the attackers who killed Archbishop Oscar Romero in March 1980 and six Jesuit 
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priests, their housekeeper and her daughter at the University of Central America in El Salvador in 

November 1989.  The annual vigil is timed to coincide with the anniversary of the murders at the 
university.  

Since 1990 people of faith from all over the country have gathered at the gates of Ft. Benning to  pray 
for the closing of the school.  Indeed, it is the largest annual protest/prayer vigil in the country with 

more than 25,000 people involved this past November.     

 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Returning to the Symbol 

Pick up the knife and trowel and offer this prayer of blessing: 

The tools and gifts of our lives are meant by God for good, not evil; for life, not death.  

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need.  (Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, please 
do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me : 

   But I say to you, love your enemies.  

All:   But I say to you, love your enemies.  

Leader:   And pray for those who persecute you. 

All:   And pray for those who persecute you. 

Leader: So that you may be sons and daughters of God.  

All:  So that you may be sons and daughters of God.  
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Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, while we 

work, as we rest…and when we pray for one another.  Call to mind those who 
are suffering or are in despair or fear. 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace  

 Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.  

With a sign of peace, we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all! 
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