
Note to Participants  

for Week Two 

Reading Assignment 

for Week Two 

Compassion, pages 1-20  

Cloud of Witnesses,   

“St. Francis of Assisi,”  

pages 3-8 
 

Before beginning your 

reading, invoke the Spirit 

of God with these words 

from Psalm 86:11:  

 

“Teach me your ways, 

Compassionate God, that I 

may walk in your truth; give 

me an undivided heart to 

revere your name.”  
 

Focus Question for 

Your Reading: 

Starting on the bottom 

of page 17 in Compas-

sion we read, “This all-

pervasive competition, 

which reaches into the 

smallest corners of our 

relationships, prevents 

us from entering into 

full solidarity with each 

other, and stands in the 

way of our being com-

passionate.  We prefer to 

keep compassion on the 

periphery of our com-

petitive lives.”  When in 

your life have you kept 

your compassion on the 

periphery? Why?  

We are pleased you 

have chosen to partici-

pate in the program 

and we are committed 

to doing everything we 

can to provide you with 

a rich, blessing-filled, 

challenging and life-

giving experience. Be 

warned however:     

everyone gets jostled a 

bit. 

  

As you prepare for the 

second week of the pro-

gram, we want to high-

light that JustFaith is 

not a class. There is no 

one person who is the 

teacher. There are no 

tests. There is no grade 

and this is not primar-

ily about information. 

JustFaith is about 

transformation, about 

God’s moving us from 

one kind of life and 

love to another. Trans-

formation happens best 

in community.  

 

Throughout history, 

experience has shown 

that the Spirit seems 

most potent and power-

ful in and among lov-

ing human relation-

ships. The power of the 

program is a product of 

the interaction, the 

sharing, the respect and 

care that participants 

demonstrate toward 

each other. This puts a 

responsibility on your 

shoulders; your commit-

ment to the group is an 

important part of what 

happens throughout the 

year. What you bring 

in the way of open-

ness, preparation and 

thoughtfulness will 

make the program 

that much richer for 

everyone.  

 

Related to this point, 

those who invest much 

of themselves in the 

process get a lot out of 

it. The converse is also 

true. So, you are asked 

and encouraged to take 

the process seriously. Do 

the reading and do it 

with focus. Integrate the 

readings and discus-

sions into your prayer 

life and your activities 

during the week. This 

will take time and     

discipline, but you will 

reap spiritual benefits 

as the program evolves.  

Also, put the retreat 

dates and immersion 

experiences in your  

calendar and make 

them a priority. Do this 

for yourself and for the  

others who will benefit 

from your dedication. 

There is no doubt that 

the program asks a lot, 

but that is part of what 

will make the process 

worthwhile for you.  

 

Blessings on your     

JustFaith journey! 

Welcome to the JustFaith Journey! 



with God to transform the world. 

So in the coming weeks, keep your 

heart, your ears, your eyes, and 

your mind open to seeing the 

world in a new way. 

moving and painful to see. 

“When Did I See You Hungry?” 

provides a glimpse of a large 

part of the world that gets unno-

ticed—a part of the world that 

God sees, cares for, and dwells 

within. Part of the JustFaith 

journey is to provide a glimpse of 

a large part of the world that 

frequently goes unnoticed, that 

doesn’t make the news, and that 

isn’t always pretty. By commit-

ting to acknowledge the often 

unnoticed, we are drawn into 

God’s work of compassion—work 

that transforms us such that, in 

community, we may partner 

The reading for next week is 

from the book Compassion: A 

Reflection on the Christian 

Life by Henri Nouwen and 

several of his colleagues. This 

book is a lovely starting point 

and foundation for what we 

will do throughout the year. 

Therefore, read this material 

thoughtfully, unhurriedly and 

prayerfully. This is important 

material and, if you can, read 

and re-read the assignment in 

preparation for next week. 

 

Also, be prepared for a short 

video next week that is both 
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Preparations for Next Week’s Session 

 

The JustFaith program is of-

fered to church groups nation-

wide by JustFaith Ministries, a 

faith-based nonprofit organiza-

tion that develops resources for 

committed Christians seeking 

lives of faithful discipleship.  We welcome you 

into this mission of building prayerful and com-

passionate communities that care for the most 

vulnerable among us, reaching out in love and 

service to heal our broken world. 

 

Since 2001, JustFaith Ministries has been help-

ing form, inform and transform individuals and 

faith communities, creating opportunities that 

invite the Holy Spirit to enter more fully into 

our daily lives and guide our responses to the 

needs of the world. Our vision is focused on 

supporting people like you who are being  

transformed by the challenges of the Gospel,  

helping sustain your compassionate commit-

ment to build a more just and peaceful world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JustFaith Ministries is able to bring these re-

sources to you through the generosity of donors. 

We are humbled and grateful that our ministry 

receives over half of its funding from the charita-

ble contributions of program participants and 

graduates. 

We invite you to learn more about the broad array 

of resources we offer to young people and adults 

by visiting our website www.justfaith.org or find-

ing us on  

Facebook. 

 

Peace and every blessing, 

 
Jack Jezreel 

Executive Director 

JustFaith Ministries 

 

 

Welcome to JustFaith Ministries! 

“What does God require of you but to do justice, and to love kind-

ness, and to walk humbly with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

http://www.justfaith.org
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Week 1: Participant Handout A 

JustFaith Reading Assignments: Weeks 1-10 

 

 

Week Meeting Date Assignment 

1 
 

 
             None 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 Compassion, pages 1-20 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “St. Francis of Assisi,” pages 3-8 

 Review “Group Guidelines,” Week 1: Attachment B 

 “Note to Participants for Week Two” 

3 
 

 

 

 Compassion, pages 21-43 

 “Note to Participants for Week Three” 

4 
 

 

 

 Make Poverty Personal, pages 15-63 

 “Note to Participants for Week Four” 

5 
 

 

 

 Tattoos on the Heart, pages 1-60 

 “Note to Participants for Week Five” 

6 
 

 

 

 Make Poverty Personal, pages 83-135 

 “Note to Participants for Week Six” 

7 

 

 

 

 

 Tattoos on the Heart, pages 61-128 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Clarence Jordan,” pages 60-65 

 “Note to Participants for Week Seven” 

8  
 Tattoos on the Heart, pages 129-212 

 “Note to Participants for Week Eight” 

9 

 

 

 

 

 Compassion, pages 47-84 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Dorothy Day,” pages 9-14 

 “Note to Participants for Week Nine” 

10  

 Make Poverty Personal, pages 136-157 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Henri Nouwen,” pages 72-77 

 “Note to Participants for Week Ten” 
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Week 1: Participant Handout B 

JustFaith Group Guidelines 

Please read this carefully and bring it with you to next week’s session. Consider which of 
these guidelines will be easiest and which will be most difficult for you to abide by. Also 
consider some practical and kind ways the group could hold each other accountable. 

 

God has created each of us uniquely, and I recognize that everyone comes to this 
experience with different backgrounds, experiences and views. I commit to honoring 
differences, knowing they add to the richness of the group's experience.  

God frequently speaks through the unfamiliar and different. I will listen intently in 
order to fully understand different points of view, realizing these other views will help 
with my own evolving journey.  

Listening is an act of love and care. I will practice sacred listening and listen with 
respect (i.e., no side conversations, no interruptions).  

How I treat another person is much more important than my opinions and 
perspectives. I recognize that we are looking for truthful insights within potentially 
different views. I will respectfully seek clarification of other perspectives to add to 
my understanding. If I choose to disagree with a perspective that is different from 
mine, I will do this respectfully and lovingly. 

Because God made us, all persons are of equal importance and value, and all voices 
are important. I commit to assuring that everyone has an opportunity to speak, and 
I will encourage others to speak before I speak again.  

God has given each of us gifts that are given in the hope and expectation that these 
gifts will be shared. I will participate fully, share in the responsibility for the group's 
process and experience, and commit to faithful attendance and doing the assignments 
and readings.  

Trust and respect must be offered as the terms of being together in this journey of 
faith. I will honor that everything that is shared within this group is to stay within this 
group. 
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Dear JustFaith participant, 

At JustFaith Ministries, it’s our mission to help form, inform, and transform people of faith by 
offering programs and resources that sustain them in their compassionate commitment to build a 
more just and peaceful world. 

In addition offering programs like JustFaith, we also offer resources for you to utilize once the 
program is over—resources designed to help you more fully live your faith. 

During this session, your group will take a few minutes to complete a group roster. Filling in your 
contact information will enable you to receive resources and information (both electronic and print) 
from JustFaith Ministries and two mailings per year from our partner organization, Bread for the 
World.  

We strongly believe that you will find the mailings you receive—all of which are limited in number 
and scope—to be valuable and supportive tools for engaging our broken world in a compassionate, 
faith-filled way. Of course, if you decide that you don’t agree, you may choose to stop receiving 
communications from our partners or from us at any time. Furthermore, we promise never to share 
your information with any organizations or persons unaffiliated with JustFaith Ministries.  

Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

With gratitude, 

JustFaith Ministries Staff 

Office: 502-429-0865  

 



Reading Assignment 

for Week Three 

Compassion, pages 21-
43 
 
Before beginning your 
reading, invoke the Wis-
dom of God with these 
words,  
 
“Happy are those who find 
wisdom, and those who get 
understanding, for her in-
come is better than silver, 
and her revenue better 
than gold.” (Proverbs 
3:13-14) 
 

Focus Question for 

Your Reading: 

 

On page 27, the authors 

write “Compassion is no 

longer a virtue that we 

must exercise in special 

circumstances or an  

attitude that we must 

call upon when other 

ways of responding have 

been exhausted, but it is 

the natural way of being 

in the world.”  In what 

ways in your daily life 

can you use compassion 

as your first response? 

When is it more chal-

lenging to respond with 

compassion? Why? 
 

 

Making a space for 

prayer to be shared 

and experienced is 

fundamental to every 

JustFaith gathering. 

There is a Haitian 

proverb that states: 

“We see from where 

we stand!” While 

these words are a di-

rect challenge for us 

to relocate ourselves 

(literally and physi-

cally) to be with 

those who suffer, the 

proverb also speaks 

to the role of prayer 

as a place in which to 

stand, a place which 

offers new and life-

altering perspectives. 

In fact, the way we 

pray informs the way 

we live, and likewise 

the way we live 

shapes the way we 

pray.  

 

Sincere and heartfelt 

prayer actually 

changes us from the 

inside out, so that we 

see, understand and 

appreciate reality 

from a very different 

place.  

 

Rather than a tinted 

lens that colors or 

disguises reality, 

prayer is the act of 

opening up our lives 

and our world to new 

avenues and creative 

forces, allowing God’s 

Spirit to work on us, 

in us and though us. 

Prayer changes eve-

rything, precisely be-

cause we allow God 

in, and let the Holy 

Spirit reorganize and 

reframe our uni-

verse. Therefore, 

anyone attempting to 

 

 live with justice and 

integrity is, in the 

words of the old 

spiritual, “standing 

in the need of 

prayer.”  

 

Just as food nour-

ishes our bodies, so 

prayer regenerates 

and sustains us in 

much deeper ways. 

Those who have been 

in the company of a 

person of prayer will 

affirm that prayerful 

people are easily rec-

ognized. They tend to 

be grounded and cen-

tered, their hearts 

softened; they are 

focused and atten-

tive.  

 

But what is heartfelt 

prayer? How do we  
 

Continued on page 2 

 

When you call upon me, and come and pray 

to me, I will hear you. When you search for 

me you will find me; if you seek me with all 

your heart, I will let you find me, says the 

Lord.    Jeremiah 29: 12-14  

 

Prayer is not asking for what you think you 

want, but asking to be changed in ways you 

can’t imagine.   Kathleen Norris  

Prayer that opens us to the Spirit 

Note to Participants  

for Week Three 



NOTE TO PARTICIPANTS  

During the Opening Prayer for 

Week Three, you will hear a pas-

sage from the Gospel 

according to Matthew 

which contains this 

saying from Jesus, 

“Therefore I tell you, 

do not worry about 

your life, what you will 

eat...or what you will 

wear...Consider the 

lilies of the field, how 

they grow; they nei-

ther toil nor spin.”  

These words can be quite chal-

lenging for those of us living in 

the most affluent country in the 

world. All around us we see 

newspaper ads for 

department stores, 

magazine ads for 

the latest fash-

ions, and an end-

less cycle of televi-

sion ads for things 

that marketers try 

to convince us that 

we need. What 

Jesus is challeng-

ing us to do is to 

not be worried 

about the material things in life, 

but to “strive first for the king-

dom of God”—to focus our en-

ergy and our attention on the 

things that are important to 

God—caring for our brothers 

and sisters, making peace where 

there is enmity, and helping to 

create a world that works for 

everyone. 

Take the time to read the entire 

passage from Matthew this 

week (Matt. 6:25-34). Perhaps 

incorporate this reading into 

your daily prayer, and ask your-

self each day how this scripture 

challenges you personally. What 

does it call you to do differently? 

ally prayer that touches and 

comes from the heart of our 

lives. More important than 

words, readings or gestures, 

prayer is about attitude, envi-

ronment and openness. There 

are important elements or 

tools that can be helpful in 

opening a prayerful space 

within and around us. Set-

ting, ritual, silence, and sym-

bol all serve to wake us up 

and hone our senses to the 

reality that we are immersed 

in the presence of the sacred 

and standing on holy ground.  

Continued from page 1 

 

know when we are really 

praying? These are valid and 

important questions, for true 

prayer is not about saying the 

correct words or following 

choreographed motions or 

reading inspirational quotes, 

though it might include any 

and all of these. In its es-

sence, prayer is a state of be-

ing, a space we inhabit, and a 

place in which we can be fully 

present and attentive. Heart-

felt prayer, therefore, is liter-

Throughout the JustFaith 

process, you will notice an 

effort to create settings and 

use symbols, rituals and si-

lence to create a context for 

prayer. As much as you can, 

open yourself to these experi-

ences and seek the God  

always present and often  

ignored.  

 

And we, the JustFaith Minis-

tries staff, will keep you in 

our prayers.  

“Consider the lilies of the field…” 
Striving for the Kingdom of God 

         PAGE 2 

A Note About Gerry Straub, Filmmaker of “When Did I See You Hungry” 
 

Following a powerful conversion experience, Gerry Straub left a successful career as producer of television 

soap operas in order to dedicate his profession in service to the poor. Since 1995, Gerry Straub has created 

films and written books that seek to raise awareness of the plight of the world’s poor. He has lived with 

the poor in cities around the world, always seeking how best to communicate their plight. He hopes that 

his films will inspire people to join him in following Jesus, one who lived with and cared for the poor and 

marginalized of this world.  
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Week 2 Participant Handout A 

Opening Prayer: Communion of Hopeful Witnesses 

 

Leader: The twentieth century was an age of revolutions and technological 
discoveries, an age of wars and genocide, a time of great darkness 
and enlightenment, an age of prophets, martyrs and witnesses.  
Imagine the twentieth century without the light of even one of these 
faithful witnesses.  They are hope against hope to guide us in the 
twenty-first century.  We call on these witnesses of hope for our time 
to inspire us . . . To be salt to our world . . .  To be light to our eyes. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Read Matthew 5:13-15.  Pause for silent reflection.   

Read verses 13-16.  Pause for reflection.         

 

Leader:                         All: 

William Stringfellow, social critic…      Be light to our eyes. 

Sophie Scholl, martyr of the White Rose…   Be salt to our world. 

Brother Roger of Taize, prophet of unity…  Be light to our eyes. 

Mother Teresa, servant of the poorest…   Be salt to our world. 

Mohandes Gandhi, great soul of peace…   Be light to our eyes. 

Dorothy Soelle, teacher of justice…    Be salt to our world.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian of resistance…  Be light to our eyes. 

Fannie Lou Hamer, civil rights prophet…   Be salt to our world. 

Albert Schweitzer, healer and teacher…   Be light to our eyes. 

Dorothy Day, peace activist & friend of the poor… Be salt to our world. 
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Leader:                         All: 

Eberhard Arnold, founder of peace communities… Be light to our eyes. 

Harriet Tubman, visionary and abolitionist…  Be salt to our world 

Oscar Romero, archbishop, martyr of San Salvador… Be light to our eyes. 

Alicia Domon, leader of mothers of the disappeared… Be salt to our world. 

Martin Luther King Jr., prophet of liberation…  Be light to our eyes. 

Sojourner Truth, woman of spiritual power…  Be salt to our world. 

Clarence Jordan, farmer and reconciler…   Be light to our eyes. 

Anna Reeves Jarvis, advocate for women and healer… Be salt to our world. 

A.J. Muste, peacemaker and peace teacher…   Be light to our eyes. 

Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross… Be salt to our world. 

Dag Hammarskjold, mystic and statesman…  Be light to our eyes. 

(Add other witnesses of hope . . .) 

All you grace-filled men and women, 

salt and light for our world…     Inspire us. 
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Week 2 Participant Handout B 

Closing Prayer 

 

Leader: Our Father . . .     

All: who always stands with the weak, the powerless, the poor, the abandoned, the 
sick, the aged, the very young, …and those who, by victim of circumstance, 
bear the heat of the day. 

Leader: Who art in heaven  . . .  

All: where everything will be reversed, where the first will be last and the last will 
be first, but where all will be well and every manner of being will be well. 

Leader: Hallowed be thy name . . .  

All: may we always acknowledge your holiness, respecting that your ways are not 
our ways, your standards are not our standards.  May the reverence we give 
your name pull us out of the selfishness that prevents us from seeing the pain 
of our neighbor. 

Leader: Your kingdom come . . .  

All: help us to create a world where, beyond our own needs and hurts, we will do 
justice, love tenderly, and walk humbly with you and each other. 

Leader: Your will be done . . .  

All: open our freedom to let you in so that the complete mutuality that 
characterizes your life might flow through our veins and thus the life that we 
help generate may radiate your equal love for all and your special love for the 
poor.  

Leader: On earth as in heaven . . .  

All: may the work of our hands, the temples and structures we build in this world, 
reflect the temple and the structure of your glory so that the joy, graciousness, 
tenderness, and justice of heaven will show forth within all of our structures 
on earth. 

Leader: Give . . . 

All:  life and love to us and help us to see always everything as gift.  Help us to 
know that nothing comes to us by right and that we must give because we 
have been given to.  Help us realize that we must give to the poor, not 
because they need it, but because our own health depends upon our giving to 
them. 
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Leader: Us . . .  

All: the truly plural us.  Give not just to our own but to everyone, including those 
who are very different than the narrow us.  Give your gifts to all of us equally. 

Leader: This day . . . 

All: not tomorrow.  Do not let us push things off into some indefinite future so 
that we can continue to live justified lives in the face of injustice because we 
can make good excuses for our inactivity. 

Leader: Our daily bread . . .  

All: so that each person in the world may have enough food, enough clean water, 
enough clean air, adequate health care, and sufficient access to education so as 
to have the sustenance for a healthy life.  Teach us to give from our 
sustenance and not just from our surplus. 

Leader: And forgive us our trespasses . . .  

All: forgive us our blindness toward our neighbor, our self-preoccupation, our 
racism, our sexism, and our incurable propensity to worry only about 
ourselves and our own.  Forgive us our capacity to watch the evening news 
and do nothing about it. 

Leader: As we forgive those who trespass against us . . . 

All: help us to forgive those who victimize us.  Help us to mellow out in spirit, to 
not grow bitter with age, to forgive the imperfect parents and systems that 
wounded, cursed and ignored us. 

Leader: And do not put us to the test . . .  

All: do not judge us only by whether we have fed the hungry, given clothing to the 
naked, visited the sick, or tried to mend the systems that victimized the poor.  
Spare us this test for none of us can stand before your gospel scrutiny.  Give 
us, instead, more days to mend our ways, our selfishness, and our systems. 

Leader: But deliver us from evil . . .  

All: that is, from the blindness that lets us continue to participate in anonymous 
systems within which we need not see who gets less as we get more.   

Amen. 

 

From The Holy Longing: The Search for A Christian Spirituality by Ronald Rolheiser, copyright  1998 
by Ronald Rolheiser. Used with Permission 



Reading Assignment 

for Week Four 

Make Poverty Personal, 
pages 15-63 
 
Before beginning your 
reading, meditate briefly 
on these words from 
Psalm 51:6: 
 
 “You desire truth in the 
inward being; therefore 
teach me wisdom in my se-
cret heart.”  
 

Focus Question for 

Your Reading: 

What does it mean to 

“make poverty personal”? 

new vocabulary of val-

ues, if you will. Most of 

us have been taught to 

think of poverty, for 

example, through the 

lens of politics, through 

the lens of failure or 

through the lens of un-

importance. We hear 

that the poor are lazy 

or unmotivated; we are 

told they have nothing 

to offer us. They are 

not “players” in our 

lives.  

 

One of the challenges 

of faith is to put aside 

“the world’s” vocabu-

lary and to adopt a new 

vocabulary. We are 

called to reject the 

world’s opinion and 

labeling of the poor.  

Further, we are also 

called to resist the po-

litical labels of our soci-

ety. Instead, we are 

Making an Option for the Poor 

As the Christian vision 

of love and justice is 

applied to the world, 

the “logic” of God’s love 

and justice draws us 

into the lives of those 

who are in peril or in 

harm’s way. And the 

Biblical tradition 

rightly observes that 

those who are economi-

cally poor stand in the 

middle of that peril.  

 

Everything human is 

degraded and violated 

by the lack of access to 

food, housing, health-

care, and work. So, it is 

not surprising that 

Christian theology ar-

ticulates an “option for 

the poor,” which de-

scribes for us the direc-

tion of compassion. 

This phrase expresses 

a posture that is both 

pastoral and prophetic. 

Our readings speak to 

the call and challenge 

of making the poor a 

priority in our lives.  

 

One of the challenges 

of responding to the 

Christian call to “stand 

with the poor” is the 

matter of learning a 

encouraged to consider 

how people are defined 

by their faith, rather 

than just their politics. 

For instance, some 

work for welfare re-

form, not because they 

are “liberal” but be-

cause they believe that 

Christ calls them to 

care for society’s most 

vulnerable. Some advo-

cate for low taxes, not 

because they are 

“conservative” but be-

cause they believe it is 

one way to help the 

poor. Some are dedi-

cated to the care of the 

environment, not be-

cause they are “tree 

huggers” but because 

they believe creation is 

God’s holy gift. When it 

comes to any issue ex-

plored in this Just-

Faith journey, before 

considering political 

loyalties, let us first 

consider, “What does it 

mean for me to be 

faithful to God?”  

 

Yes, every one of us 

can and should engage  
 

Continued on page 2 

 

 

Note to Participants  

for Week Four 



Shane Claiborne was raised in east Tennes-

see, attended Eastern University, and 

served for a time with Mother Teresa in Cal-

cutta, India. He is the author of several 

books including The Irresistible Revolution, 

Jesus for President, and Becoming the An-

swer to Our Prayers. Shane speaks over 100 

times a year at various locations around the 

world. He has given academic seminars at 

Vanderbilt University, Duke University, 

Pepperdine University, Wheaton College, 

Princeton University, Goshen College and 

Harvard University. He also speaks at vari-

ous denominational gatherings, festivals, 

and conferences around the globe. Shane’s 

work has been featured in everything from 

Fox News and the Wall Street Journal to 

CNN and National Public Radio. 

 

For more information about Shane Clai-

borne and the work of The Simple Way, visit 

these websites: 

 

www.thesimpleway.org/shane/ 

 

www.thesimpleway.org 
              Excerpts from www.thesimpleway.org 

versation during a JustFaith 

session. It is true that Just-

Faith draws people from all 

kinds of political inclinations 

and passions. These affiliations 

can be real assets to the Just-

Faith process and to the com-

munity of faith, but they can 

also stand as barriers to seeing 

a larger good and possibility. 

These affiliations can also cre-

ate some tension in any group if 

passions run too high. Remem-

ber, the task before each one of 

us is not to make a primary 

commitment to being “liberal” 

Continued from page 1 

 

ourselves in the political arena, 

but our agenda is not dictated 

by any political party.  

Our lives—personal, political,    

economic—are to be lived with 

faith in the meaning and mes-

sage of Christ, with a commit-

ment to see that all our broth-

ers and sisters know justice 

and live with dignity.  

In summary, we encourage all 

JustFaith participants to relax 

their grip on their political af-

filiations when engaged in con-

or “conservative” and then fig-

ure out how to make that look 

Christian. The task is to 

make a primary commit-

ment to being Christian and 

then figure out how to ex-

press that in a world that 

never has perfect political 

options.  

 

Blessings on the journey!  
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Next week, you will watch an interview with 

Shane Claiborne. Shane is a founding mem-

ber of The Simple Way, a community in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, committed to 

modeling themselves after the Early 

Church. Living in the Kensington neighbor-

hood of Philadelphia, Shane and other mem-

bers of The Simple Way build community 

with their neighbors who often represent the 

forgotten in society. Members of The Simple 

Way serve meals and tutor neighborhood 

children. Central to their purpose is that 

they live in community and share their lives 

with God’s children in one of Philadelphia’s 

most challenged neighborhoods. 

 

Shane Claiborne and “The Simple Way” 
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Week 3: Participant Handout A 

Prayer of St. Francis (Adapted) 

 

Leader:   Lord, make me, (reader’s first name), an instrument of your peace. 

All:   Lord, make us an instrument of your peace. 

Reader B:  Gracious God, where there is hatred, let me, (reader’s name), sow love. 

All:   Gracious God, where there is hatred let us sow love. 

Reader C:  Loving Creator, where there is injury, let me, (reader’s name), offer forgiveness. 

All:   Loving Creator, where there is hatred, let us offer forgiveness. 

Reader D:  Compassionate Redeemer, where there is doubt, let me, (reader’s name), have 
faith. 

All:   Compassionate Redeemer, where there is doubt, let us have faith. 

Reader E:  Merciful Spirit, where there is despair, let me, (reader’s name), bring hope. 

All:   Merciful Spirit, where there is despair, let us bring hope. 

Reader F:  Author of Life, where there is darkness, let me (reader’s name), shine your light. 

All:   Author of Life, where there is darkness, let us shine your light. 

Reader G:  God of Resurrection, where there is sadness, let me, (reader’s name), bring joy. 

All:   God of Resurrection, where there is sadness, let us bring joy. 

Reader H:   O Divine Master, grant that I, (reader’s name), may not so much seek to be 
consoled, as to console. 

All:  O Divine Master, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console. 

Reader I:  O Servant God, grant that I, (reader’s name), may not so much seek to be 
understood as to understand. 

All:  O Servant God, grant that we may not so much seek to be understood as to understand. 

Reader J:  Author of Life, grant that I (reader’s name), may not so much seek to be loved as 
to love. 

All:  Author of Life, grant that we may not so much seek to be loved as to love; for it is in 
giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in dying to self that 
we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
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Week 3: Participant Handout B 

Scripture Study: “SPL – Study, Pray, Live” 

Throughout the JustFaith process, you will be encouraged to engage with many texts.  The text that 
links them all – that shapes our understanding of God and our understanding of ourselves as God’s 
people – is the Bible.  For many, the Bible is a very familiar text.  You may have memories from your 
childhood of acting out Bible stories in Vacation Bible School; you may know Scriptures from years of 
hearing sermons or attending Sunday School; you may use the Bible as a daily devotional piece. Many 
people, though, consider the Bible an intimidating text. Perhaps you were not raised in a church; 
perhaps your faith tradition does not emphasize reading the Bible.  Still, many of you may feel 
intimidated by the weight of the Bible – the history, the challenging lessons, the disturbing stories. No 
matter where you find yourself in your relationship with the Bible, we all have room to grow and 
deepen our understanding of this most formative Christian text. 

We in North America often link the work understand with comprehend. We believe that because we recite 
the facts and figures, we understand what is before us. For example, have you ever memorized the words 
to a song, only to later realize what the song was actually about?  Just because we know something does 
not always mean that we understand it.  In Ancient Hebrew, the word for “to know,” yadah, encompassed 
the whole range of understanding. It meant understanding with the mind, but it also meant 
understanding with the heart and with the body: it meant personal understanding, communal 
understanding, and understanding that makes space for the views of “the other” or those we don’t 
personally know. Such a level of understanding goes beyond how most of us engage with the world 
and, more particularly for JustFaith, how we engage with the Bible.  

To achieve this level of understanding, communities use a process called “SPL,” or “Study, Pray, Live.”  
This process unpacks preconceived understandings, encourages the use of Scripture as devotion, and 
draws people into embodied action.  The SPL process is helpful in both individual and communal 
contexts.  It will be a way for you to engage the Scriptures throughout the JustFaith program.  

 

Step 1: Study (20 minutes) 

The purpose of this step is to study not only the text, but our own understandings of the text. The 
group considers the role the text plays in society, in their individual lives, and in the lives of their faith 
communities. The group will also consider what filters, or lenses, are used when engaging the text as 
well as the filters that others might use. 

1. Have a person read through the passage. As a group, consider: 

a. In what previous contexts have you heard this text? How was it interpreted there? What 
implications have those interpretations had for you personally? Communally? 

b. What have you generally considered the “point” of this text to be? 

c. How might this passage appear to a man? A woman? A child? An economist? A social 
worker? A homeless person? A single mother? A person from a minority population? A 
person in a developing nation? 
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Step 2: Pray (10 minutes) 

The purpose of this step is to engage the text as a devotional piece. It is this step that moves our 
hearing from the level of the mind into the level of the heart. We hear the text not in order to “pick it 
apart;” rather, we listen as a means of prayer, letting it resonate with and sink into our very beings. 

 

A) Have someone read the passage aloud. The group will listen for a word or phrase that they 
notice or that strikes them in any way. 

 Following the reading, share your word or phrase, without explanation. 

B) Have another person read the passage aloud. The group will listen again for any word or phrase 
that they notice or that strikes them in any way. These may be the same as the first hearing, or a 
new word or phrase. 

 Following the reading, share your word or phrase, without explanation. 

C) Have someone read the passage a final time. The group will listen with discerning hearts for 
what the text is telling them. 

 Following the reading, briefly share what message you discerned. 

 

Step 3: Live (15 minutes) 

The purpose of this step is to engage the text as a call to action. It is this step of hearing that considers 
how the text is calling the group to respond. The level of understanding again shifts, this time from the 
heart toward purposeful action.  

 

1. As a group, develop an action statement as a direct response to the text. In your action 
statement, you may wish to consider such questions as: 

a. What action can we do immediately as a response to the text? 

b. What action can we do down the road as a response to the text? 

c. What “tools” will we need to fulfill our action statement? 

d. How can others support us in fulfilling our action statement? 



Thomas Merton, the 

Trappist monk whose 

prolific writing is widely 

appreciated by all kinds 

of believers, commented, 

“Our souls are like ath-

letes that need oppo-

nents worthy of them if 

they are to be tried and 

extended and pushed to 

the full use of their pow-

ers.” One of the inten-

tions of the JustFaith 

process is to provide 

some exercise for your 

soul and heart—

something that will 

stretch and expand the 

capacities of your faith 

life. During JustFaith, 

you will encounter many 

challenging books, vid-

eos, speakers and ex-

periences. The effort 

here is to provide you 

access to a part of our 

world and a part of the 

Christian tradition that 

so often goes unnoticed 

or unmentioned.  

 

Ultimately, the hope of 

JustFaith is that you 

will discover something 

that will inspire new 

insight, new passion 

and new choices. We 

sometimes call this 

“conversion,” 

“transformation,” or 

“metanoia.” The bottom 

line is that we all hope 

to encounter something 

that helps us grow – 

grow in faith, grow in 

understanding, grow in 

love, grow in our rela-

tionship with God. Of 

course, it all sounds 

good. But often the  

actual experience of 

change is a bit more 

tumultuous. We seem 

to prefer the familiar, 

the easy, the comfort-

able. It is not exactly 

surprising that Jesus—

who seemed to spend 

his life prompting 

change in others—was 

also often surrounded 

by tension, controversy 

and conflict. Change 

can be HARD. We so 

often resist it, even if 

we know it’s the right 

thing to do.  

 

If your experience in 

JustFaith is anything 

 

Note to Participants  

Reading Assignment 

for Week Five 

Tattoos on the Heart, 
pages 1-60 
 

Before beginning your 
reading, reflect on the 
words of the Psalmist: 
 
“I will sing of loyalty and 
of justice; to you O Lord, 
I will sing. I will study the 
way that is blameless. 
When shall I attain 
it?” (Psalm 101:1-2) 
 

Focus Question for 

Your Reading: 

Note the emotional 

responses you have as 

you read this book. 

Spend some time 

thinking about the 

source of those  

responses. 

like it has been for 

thousands of others, 

there is a good chance 

that you will bump up 

against some ideas that 

challenge you. This is 

perfectly understand-

able, even normal. 

However, try to        

remember to pray this 

process: Be open. Be 

calm. Look for under-

standing. Seek wisdom.  

There is a good chance 

that in the company of 

other committed people 

of faith there is some-

thing to learn and 

something that will 

draw you into a deeper 

understanding and  

maturity. So, always,    

before getting defen-

sive, whisper a quiet 

prayer to yourself to 

look more deeply at the 

topic. Be prepared for 

some discomfort and 

struggle – it seems to 

be the path of growth.  

Note to Participants  

for Week Five 



This coming week, we will be-

gin to more closely consider 

poverty in our local contexts. 

As we begin this exploration, it 

is often helpful and inspiring to 

see how others have responded 

to the presence of poverty in 

their own contexts. Father 

Gregory Boyle provides an   

inspiring example of how one 

person’s faith called him to  

address the needs of his local 

community.  

 

Born in Los Angeles, Father 

Greg served as Chaplain of the 

Islasas Marias Penal Colony in 

Mexico and Folsom Prison    

before returning to Los Angeles 

to serve at Dolores Mission. 

While there, Fr. Greg began a 

program called “Jobs for a    

Future” (JFF), which was an 

effort to address the rising 

problems of gang-involved 

youth. JFF included founding 

an elementary school, a day 

care program, and an employ-

ment placement program for 

young people.  

 

In 1992, Fr. Greg launched 

Homeboy Bakery, whose mis-

sion was “to create an environ-

ment that provided training, 

work experience, and above all, 

the opportunity for rival gang 

members to work side by side.” 

The bakery’s success led to the 

creation of other businesses, 

including Homeboy Silkscreen, 

Homeboy Maintenance, and 

Homegirl Café. These are the 

businesses of the non-profit  or-

ganization, Homeboy Industries. 

 

Homeboy Industries helps tran-

sition young people out of gang-

related activities. It even houses 

a tattoo-removal facility so that 

previous gang members can re-

move their gang-related  tattoos. 

In addition to gaining work ex-

perience, Homeboy Industries 

provides young people with the 

opportunity to shape their iden-

tity beyond gang affiliation. 

They can engage in the powerful 

work of reconciliation each day, 

as they labor alongside their for-

mer rivals. 

 

As you begin your reading of 

Tattoos on the Heart, be aware 

that the stories told connect 

with real, lived experience. 

They are not stories shared for 

sentimental purposes but are 

stories shared to give voice to 

those whose stories often go 

unheard or, misunderstood. 

Tattoos on the Heart is a       

delight to read and a challenge. 

There are stories that are 

heartbreaking and hilarious; 

inspiring and disturbing. The 

language through which these 

stories are shared is the lan-

guage of Father Boyle’s reality. 

He often mixes Spanish into 

the English, and he sometimes 

quotes profanity. His words, 

however, reflect the environ-

ment that has shaped his min-

istry, and he includes them in 

order to depict his experience 

with honesty and authenticity. 

 

We hope that you will read Tat-

toos on the Heart thoughtfully, 

gently reflecting on how each 

vignette represents a real, lived 

experience. As you read, it is 

our prayer that you will find 

the reading to be challenging, 

thought-provoking, and hope-

ful. 

 

For more information, see: 

 

www.homeboy-industries.org 

Father Greg Boyle, S.J. and Homeboy Industries 
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Reading Assignment 

for Week Six 

Make Poverty Personal, 
pages 83-135 
 
Also, be sure to complete 
the homework assign-
ment from the Week 5: 
Attachment A handout 
 

Before beginning your read-
ing, contemplate the word 
of God,  
 
“O taste and see that the 
Lord is good; happy are 
those who take refuge in 
God.” (Psalm 34:8) 
 

Focus Question for 

Your Reading: 

On page 83, Barker de-

fines “radical” as liter-

ally meaning “going to 

the roots.” As you read 

this week about how Je-

sus and the prophets 

went to the roots, con-

sider the “roots” in your 

life that you have en-

gaged or struggled with. 

In what ways was your 

experience of “going to 

the roots” radical. What 

roots in our current 

world need to be exam-

ined? 

Many Christians 

have heard the 

saying, “If you 

want peace, work 

for justice.” Father 

Greg Boyle, the 

author of Tattoos 

on the Heart, takes 

this concept one 

step further, pro-

viding a similar 

but often less spo-

ken truth: 

“without kinship, 

there can be no jus-

tice.” His words echo 

those of Mother Teresa 

of Calcutta: “if we have 

no peace it is because 

we have forgotten that 

we belong to one an-

other.” Through kin-

ship – deep, personal 

relationship – justice 

and peace become more 

than mere dreams. 

They become realizable 

goals. 

 

It is the beckoning of 

Jesus that our lives be 

drawn into kinship, 

including with those 

who are wounded, 

abandoned, despised, 

neglected, and desper-

ate. Kinship is differ-

ent than charitable 

contributions and dif-

ferent than political 

action. While both 

charitable giving and 

political action are im-

portant, the first and 

critical step is kinship. 

Kinship speaks to rela-

tionship, friendship, 

rapport, community. It 

speaks to the dissolu-

tion of “us” and “them.” 

It embraces an ethic of 

seeing God’s image in 

each person, recogniz-

ing the face of Christ in 

one’s brothers and sis-

ters. Kinship means 

that we are about each 

other’s care and com-

pany.  

 

What this also means 

is that, for some of us, 

we must place our-

selves in new places to 

be with new people. 

Kinship means pres-

ence and time. 

What is most pri-

mary in the life of 

compassion is 

presence and time: 

being with and 

sharing with oth-

ers. The Gospel 

calls us to a new 

set of priorities; 

we must refashion 

and reprioritize 

our lives for a new 

way of living, a 

new way of being. To 

be “born again” in 

Christ, we must be 

open to being with all 

of God’s creation, shar-

ing our time in the 

company of God’s    

children.  

 

As JustFaith unfolds, 

consider how embrac-

ing kinship might look 

for you. How might you 

be called to spend time 

in contexts with people 

you have not previ-

ously known? Perhaps 

you may feel called to 

spend an hour with an 

elderly neighbor. 

Maybe you will feel led 

to share conversation 

with a homeless 

brother or sister at  
 

Continued on page 2 

The transformative power of kinship 

Note to Participants  

for Week Six 



Continued from page 1 

 

your church’s soup-kitchen. Maybe it means be-

coming a mentor to a child. Or perhaps it is 

something as simple as spending time with a co-

worker you barely know. Even the small ges-

tures can be signs of grace – signs that we do 

more than simply share this world; that we do, 

indeed, belong to one another. 

 

Obviously, we do not do these things to show 

the world how kind or selfless we are. Rather, 

we recognize that through community, God 

works in powerfully transformative ways.  By 

Bread for the World: Solidarity through Advocacy 
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Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge right-

eously, defend the rights of the poor and needy. (Proverbs 31:8-9) 

Since 2007, Bread for the 

World, the largest Christian 

anti-hunger organization in the 

United States, has partnered 

with JustFaith Ministries in 

offering this version of the pro-

gram. 

Bread for the World is a        

collective Christian voice urging 

decision makers in the United 

States to end hunger at home 

and abroad. By organizing    

individuals and faith communi-

ties, Bread for the World works 

to change policies, programs, 

and conditions that allow hun-

ger and poverty to persist. 

Through organizing a collective, 

faith-based voice, Bread pro-

vides help and opportunity at 

local, national, and  interna-

tional levels. 

As Bread for the World’s web-

site states:  

“We can end hunger in our 

time. Everyone, including our 

government, must do their 

part. With the stroke of a pen, 

policies are made that redirect 

millions of dollars and affect 

millions of lives. By making 

our voices heard in Congress, 

we make our nation’s laws 

more fair and compassionate to 

people in need.” 

Bread for the World members 

write personal letters and 

emails and meet with members 

of Congress. Working through 

churches, campuses, and other 

organizations, Bread engages 

and encourages people to join in 

the work of advocacy. 

Each year, Bread for the World 

invites churches across the 

country to take up a nationwide 

Offering of Letters to Congress 

on an issue that is important to 

hungry and poor people. 

As a non-profit, Bread for the 

World works in a bipartisan 

way. Its network of thousands 

of individual members, 

churches, and denominations 

ensures Bread’s presence in all 

U.S. congressional districts.  

Together, Bread works to build 

the political commitment 

needed to overcome hunger and 

poverty.                                                    

Excerpted from www.bread.org 

sharing time with our sisters and brothers who 

are vulnerable, we open ourselves to perceiving 

how God’s grace is at work throughout the world. 

We discover—in the building of kinship—God’s 

presence in the experience itself. We discover 

ourselves to be capable of a deeper and wider 

love than we might have thought possible. A love 

that, indeed, makes justice and peace truly pos-

sible. 

 

Blessings on the journey!  
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Week 5 Participant Handout A 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Read John 12:24-26.  Pause for reflection.  

 

The following readings are excerpts from the homilies of Oscar Romero. 

Reader A:  Those who, in the biblical phrase, would save their lives—that is, those who want 
to get along, who don’t want commitments, who don’t want to get into problems, who want to 
stay outside of a situation that demands the involvement of all of us—they will lose their lives.  
What a terrible thing to have lived quite comfortably, with no suffering, not getting involved in 
problems, quite tranquil, quite settled, with good connections politically, economically, socially 
– lacking nothing, having everything.  To what good?  They will lose their lives. 

(Pause) 

Reader B:  Jesus Christ and the gospel are not two separate things.  The gospel is not a 
biography of Christ; for St. Paul, the gospel is the living power of God.  Reading the gospel is 
not like reading an ordinary book.  You have to fill yourself with faith and stress the living Jesus 
Christ, the revelation of the Father.  You must feel . . . that Christ is God’s homily preaching to 
you while you try to fill yourself with the divine power that has come in Christ Jesus. 

(Pause) 

Reader C:  I would not want to live the life of many of today’s powerful, who don’t live a real 
life.  They live under guard, they live with uneasy consciences, they live in anxiety.  That is not 
life.  If you obey God’s law, you will live.  Although they kill me, I have no emptiness.  If I die 
with a good conscience, with a clean heart that has produced only works of goodness—what 
can death do to me? 

(Pause) 

Reader A:  This is the beauty of prayer and of Christian life: coming to understand that a God 
who converses with humans has created them and has lifted them up, with the capacity of 
saying “I” and “you.”  That is what God has done; human beings are God’s other self.  He has 
lifted us up so that he can talk with us and share his joys, his generosity, his grandeur.  He is the 
God who converses with us.  

(Pause) 

Reader B:  Many would like a preaching so spiritualized that it leaves sinners unbothered and 
does not term idolaters those who kneel before money and power.  A preaching that says 
nothing about the sinful environment in which the gospel is reflected upon is not the gospel.    
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(Pause) 

Reader C:  A Church that doesn’t provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a word of 
God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a work of God that doesn’t touch the real sin of the 
society in which it is being proclaimed—what gospel is that?  Very nice, pious considerations 
that don’t bother anyone, that’s the way many would like preaching to be.  Those preachers 
who avoid every thorny matter so as not to be harassed, so as not to have conflicts and 
difficulties, do not light up the world they live in. 

 

Pause for a few minutes of silent reflection. 

 

Read John 12:24-26 once more.  Pause for reflection. 

AMEN. 

 

Oscar Romero. The Violence of Love. Compiled and translated by James R. Brockman, S.J. 
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2004). Originally published by San Francisco: Harper & Row, 
1988.  
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Week 5 Participant Handout B 

Information on Dialogue   

The Gospel calls us to be a people filled with love for others who translate this love into a life 
that is centered on the care for each other.  JustFaith participants are people committed to living 
peacefully from a place of compassion. Intentionality is required to cultivate this approach in 
our communications. Throughout JustFaith, there will be diverse and sometimes divergent ideas 
expressed; communities are often comprised of people of diverse, perhaps conflicting, 
perspectives.  In order to seek understanding through our conversations, we hope to use the 
process of dialogue. 

 

Differences between Discussion and Dialogue* 

Discussion Dialogue 

The individual’s goal is often to bring others 
over to his or her way of thinking. 

The group’s goal is to explore and expand 
understanding of a topic and incorporate varied 
perspectives. 

Individuals present and defend different 
views.  

The focus is on listening to one another, putting 
aside one’s own views in order to fully listen to 
others. 

There is a search for the best view to support 
a decision or action. 

There is a free-flowing exploration of the 
complexities of an issue. 

There is a back-and-forth discussion of 
differing and often opposing views. 

People are not primarily in opposition, but looking 
for deeper insight and clarity. 

Controversial topics often become sources 
of tension. 

Controversial topics become discussible because 
participants are seeking to increase their 
understanding and because they care about each 
other. 

There is a constant flow of conversation 
with someone always speaking. 

The pace of the conversation varies with times of 
silence for thinking and absorbing what has been 
said. 

*Peter Senge, The Fifth Discipline: The Art & Practice of the Learning Organization (New York: Doubleday, 
1990), pages  239–243.  

 

What is Dialogue? 

The goal of most conversations and discussions is to exchange information or comments in 
order to seek a solution to a problem, state our own perspective, or share an opinion or 
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experience.  In contrast, dialogue is a method of communicating that has a primary goal of 
increasing common understanding and shared meaning around an issue, concern, or problem.  
The process of dialogue is one where deep, sacred listening occurs in which individual 
perspectives are broadened and collective understanding and knowledge develops. 

Dialogue engages the collective spirit of others.  As followers of Christ, we struggle to always 
be people of compassionate conversations, seeking guidance by the Spirit.  In our 
communications, we must engage the best in each person, recognizing that the Spirit is at work 
in us and in those with whom we are communicating.  Dialogue has the potential to make 
significant connections; as the power of shared understanding is realized, community is built.  
Dialogue can lead to great personal and group transformations and profound change. 

 

Participant Dialogue Guide 

The following table** describes communication behaviors conducive to dialogue: 

 Desired Behavior Behavior to Avoid 

My intent when speaking is 
to: 

Contribute to the discussion with 
a goal of shared learning 

Win people over to my view 

I respond emotionally:  By remaining unattached to my 
personal views and perspectives 

By believing my perspective is the 
best  

I listen: With focused attention, 
compassion and care 

With distracted attention, possibly 
thinking of my response 

I listen:  With awareness of judgments but 
suspending these judgments 

With judging thoughts of other’s 
perspectives  

I listen: With curiosity and interest, 
respecting and appreciating 
differences 

With defensiveness when the view is 
different than mine 

I respond to or question 
others by: 

Communicating with respect, 
care and compassion 

Putting people on the defensive 

I help the communication 
process by: 

Asking questions in a way so as 
to open up the conversation, 
helping to obtain a broader 
understanding of the issue  

Making comments, asking questions, 
or using body language that had an 
effect of closing down the 
conversation 

I respond to questions by: Allowing others to explore my 
thinking, experiences and 
perspectives 

Becoming defensive when others ask 
for clarification or more information 

** Ellinor, Linda and Gerard, Glenna.  Dialogue: Rediscover the Transforming Power of Conversation. (John 
Wiley and Sons.  New York, 1998)  
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Personal Reflection 

Think of a recent conversation that you had with someone and that you feel did not go well.  
Reflect on this conversation and answer the following questions. 

 

Looking at the desired behaviors above, what behaviors did I demonstrate that promoted the conversation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking at the behaviors to avoid, what behaviors did I demonstrate that hindered the conversation? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

What could I do differently next time to promote a compassionate conversation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring these answers to the next JustFaith session. 
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