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Note to Co-Facilitators 

This week, we will explore ways of promoting justice formation in your church by spreading the 
word about JustFaith Ministries.  Part of social ministry is to teach justice. There are several 
opportunities for participants to be involved in this aspect of social ministry. The first opportunity is  
for participants to become involved in the planning group for the next JustFaith program at your 
church. The “Getting Started 2012-13” document describes a detailed recruitment process. Current 
participants can help in a number of ways, and these will be discussed during this week’s session. It 
might be helpful to review the “Getting Started” document before this session.  

The second opportunity is to spread the word about JustFaith to other churches. Faith communities 
that have had a transformational experience this year might be interested in promoting JustFaith at a 
neighboring church. Members of your group can volunteer to do an information session at another 
congregation or by meeting with a few church members to introduce the program and provide 
testimony about the program. The church can be selected based on proximity, interest expressed, or 
connections that already exist between congregations.  This could be a group activity or could be 
assigned to designated participants. (See “Spreading the Word,” Week 30: Attachment A.)   

Both of these opportunities help current participants integrate their own JustFaith experience by 
helping them reflect on the personal impact of the program, and it gives participants an opportunity 
to be involved in promoting justice formation and education.   

During this session be sure to express your gratitude for the faithfulness, honesty and courage of all 
participants to stay with the program. Also, thank them for their many contributions and questions 
that have added to the richness of the discussions. In addition to expressing your gratitude, be sure 
to have ample opportunities to celebrate this community and the journey you have shared. 

 

Week Thirty Components 

Preparation for Week Thirty 

□ Review Session Thirty information. 

□ Copy Week 30 Handouts (Attachments A and B).  

□ Select song for opening prayer. Choose a song that is related to our call for service 

that the group would be familiar with.    

□ Finalize plans for celebration during this session. Shorten or eliminate this segme nt 
depending on other celebration plans that may happen outside of this session. Adjust 

timing of session segments as needed. 

□ Gather prayer items or delegate: small travel bag, Bible, large candle, prayer cloth, 

selected song and CD or tape player. 
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Timing of the Session  

Activity Minutes 

Prayer 10 

Discuss Spreading the Word 30 

Business 5 

Celebration 95 

Closing prayer 10 

Total 150 

 

Opening Prayer (10 minutes) 

You will need:   Small travel bag, Bible, selected song and CD or tape player  

Symbols:   Small travel bag, leaving, on a journey, being pulled toward a destination      

Environment:    Large candle and prayer cloth 

 

Introducing the Symbols 

When the group has gathered, hold up the travel bag into the center of the circle. Introduce 
the symbol with these words: 

A travel bag. A sign that a new journey is about to begin. A new adventure is 
being embarked upon. The bag will only carry a few things; most things must 

be left behind. There is no way to know exactly how the journey will go, 
except to pack a bag and go.   

Hold up the Bible and place it in the center with these words: 

Grounded in Scripture, hearing the Gospel call, 

we travel with God as our guide. 

 

Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle holding the small travel bag and share  these words: 
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Gracious God, (tonight/today) one journey ends and another begins. Be with 

us as we come to the end of this long adventure called JustFaith, and be with 
us as we begin a much longer one called a just life.  

Bless our travels, O God, as we journey from the love and support of this 
group into new experiences and new commitments. We thank you for the gift 

of compassion, the gifts of each other, and for the gift of your presence among 
us. 

 

Pass the travel bag and the Bible. Invite participants to hold each symbol for a brief moment 

of silent prayer before passing the symbols. Offer the call to prayer while the travel bag and 
Bible move around the circle:  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice.  

 

When the travel bag and Bible have gone around the circle, replace them in the center.  

 

Reflection 

Play your selected song. Choose a song that is related to our call for service that the group 
would be familiar with. Allow a minute of silent reflection after the song.  

 

Prayer of the Heart  

 After a couple of minutes, introduce the mantra prayer (from Isaiah 40: 31) in this way:  

Leader: Let us take prayer to heart.  Echo this simple prayer, line by line.   

Leader:      Participants:  

Those who wait for the Lord  

Shall renew their strength.  

They shall run and not be weary. 

They shall walk and not faint.  
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They shall mount up with wings like 

eagles.  

Those who wait for the Lord  

Shall renew their strength.  

They shall run and not be weary.  

They shall walk and not faint.  

They shall mount up with wings like 

eagles.  

Leader: Let this prayer echo in our hearts. 

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth. May our 

hearts be opened. Let us say “Amen.” 

 

First Half (60 minutes) 

Discuss “Spreading the Word” (30 minutes) 

 Distribute Week 30: Attachment A. 

Engage participants in a discussion focused on spreading JustFaith to other church members 
and possibly even other congregations. Options include being part of the planning 

committee for next year’s group at your church (refer to the “ JustFaith Program Recruiting 
Best Practices” document), participating in an information session, staffing a JustFaith table 

before or after worship services, and providing personal testimony to other church groups. 
Share these options and ask if any participants want to sign up to participate in these 

activities. Discuss any other components of recruiting for another JustFaith Ministries’ 
program that you feel would be helpful. 

In addition, ask if each participant would commit to having an in-depth conversation with at 
least three other church members about the JustFaith program and their personal 

experiences with the program. These intentional sit-down conversations (instead of a passing 
conversation in the church aisle on Sunday) are an effective way to recruit participants for 

the next JustFaith group. In addition, relaying their personal experiences is very helpful for 
participants as they continue to integrate what they have learned.    

Finally, there may be an opportunity to approach a neighboring church regarding using the 
program. If the group would like to do this, Attachment A provides a helpful outline for this 

process. Review the attachment and ask if this is an option some members of the group 
would be willing to implement at a neighboring church.  
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Business Items (5 minutes) 

1. Review the logistics of the Closing Retreat. Remind participants they will need to 

bring the “Ten Social Ministry Options” worksheet from Week 22 and the 
“Discernment Exercises” from Weeks 23 and 29, and the “Engaging the World 

Together” document.  

2. Remind and encourage participants to complete their online evaluations for Weeks 

21-30. For group members who do not feel comfortable completing these online 
evaluations, invite a member of the group to print the online form for them to 

complete and mail into the JustFaith Ministries Offices. 

3. Review details of graduation and celebration event, if appropriate.  

4. Remind participants that they will be part of a growing national network of JustFaith 
Ministries graduates that can stay connected through GradNet and other graduate 

ministry opportunities that were outlined in their graduate note from JustFaith 
Ministries.  

Second Half (95 minutes) 

 Celebration 

This can be shortened depending on what plans have been made for a larger celebration at 
another time. 

 

Closing Prayer (10 minutes) 

Meditation 

Distribute Week 30: Attachment B. Begin with these words:  

As the Passover story is told, the ancient Hebrews have fallen on some truly 
hard times. Enslaved in Egypt, they have lost their autonomy, but not their 

identity. When a charismatic leader rises up and urges them to trust in their 
God and seize their freedom, they rejoice. But not for long. Freedom sounds 

good to them, but the steps required to win it are daunting.  

Alla Renée Bozarth has created a Passover reading that captures some of these 
arduous expectations.  Often, our invitations to freedom look scary and full of 

loss and doubt. How often have we faced a choice between the safe and 
predictable and the unknowable? And sometimes we don’t even feel like we 

have a choice. Life broadsides us with a loss—death, divorce, loss of job—and 
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we have to move on. We can’t take it all with us. We have to trust that God will 

provide for us to have what it takes to move through a difficult and uncharted 
time in our lives. 

 

Invite participants to take turns reading the meditation.  

Offer a minute of silence once the meditation has been read.  

 

Returning to the Symbols   

Pick up the travel bag and the Bible. Offer these words of blessing:   

Bless us on this journey, O God.  Be our guide along the way.  

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need. 
(Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, 
please do so.  

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.  

With a sign of peace, we affirm one another for the journey ahead. 

May we extend God’s peace to all! 

 

End with wishes for peace and blessings. 


