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Note to Co-Facilitators 

This week begins a consideration of the tricky and sensitive issue of the use of violence. It is intuitively clear 
that it is difficult to mesh the realities we call “love” and “violence,” especially when one is dealing with a 
Christian definition of love that embraces the totality of the world.    

On one hand, war is hell. War is awful. The carnage of human bodies and destruction of cultures and places 
leaves wounds that take generations to heal. We can’t but imagine that God weeps as sons and daughters are 
sent to destroy each other.   

On the other hand, without some adequate form of defense many peoples have been brutalized, enslaved and 
nearly eradicated by those whose use of violence was unbridled. One needs only to consider the plight of 
native peoples in North America and Africa during the last 250 years. And, so Christianity continues to 
struggle with the ethics of self-defense and warfare. 

Walter Wink’s book, The Powers That Be, will force your group to think hard about what constitutes—from 
a Gospel perspective—an appropriate use of violence. The author seeks to be faithful to the New Testament 
and also make relevant applications to the contemporary world we live in. At the very least, your group will be 
challenged to think and pray.   

To assist with the reading, we hope your group will find the “Notes to Participants” helpful. The challenge of 
these next three weeks will be to assist participants with differentiating between the Christian tradition and 
the nationalist tradition. Most people in most countries (except those living in countries where the 
political/military leadership oppresses its own people) are trained to defend—at least intellectually—their 
country against others. “My country right or wrong,” we hear.  Of course, this will not suffice for the faithful 
Christian, but it is difficult to put new wine in old wineskins.   

So, we recommend that the challenge you set before your group is to engage in the question about violence 
from the perspective of what is faithful to God, what is loving for the entire human family, and at least how 
violence can be reduced and restrained.   

As always, you and your group will be in our prayers.   

Week Twenty-Three Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-Three 

□ Review Week Twenty-Three session information.  

□ Copy Week 23 Handouts (Note to Participants). 

□ Bring your JustFaith group’s copy of Prayers for The New Social Awakening and find “For 

Peace,” page 51. Assign a prayer reader or divide prayer among group members. 

□ Gather prayer items: a Bible, a pillar candle, a small pitcher with water, a large bowl, CD player 

and music of your choice. You may wish to have a towel available.  

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Micah 6:6-8. 
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Timing of the Session 

  

Activity Minutes 

Opening prayer 15 

Discuss reading 60 

Break 15 

Business 5 

Discuss Discernment Activity 50 

Closing prayer  5 

Total 150 

 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:   A Bible marked at Micah 6:6-8, Prayers for The New Social Awakening, a pillar 

candle, a small pitcher with water, a large bowl, CD player and reflective music 

Symbols:    Water for commissioning    

Environment: Put the candle, bowl, and pitcher of water in the center of the circle. 

 

Introducing the Symbols 

Light the candle. Pour a small amount of water from the pitcher into the bowl. Holding up the bowl 
of water, introduce the symbol with these words: 

Water – blessing and commissioning…baptism and healing…flood of refreshment.  

 

Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle holding the bowl of water, and share these words: 

My brothers and sisters, at baptism we are claimed as holy, servant and prophetic 

people. With this ancient sign of God’s life-giving blessing, healing and hope is 
conferred; prophets and servants are commissioned into the ministry of God’s peace.  

 

Kneel or stands in front of the bowl, dip your hands into the water, and lift them up, allowing the 

water to trickle back into the bowl. Invite the participants to do similarly with these words:  
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In the waters of baptism, God claims us as God’s own – commissioned as instruments 
of peace in the world. Come to the waters. Feel drenched in its promise. Feel claimed 

by its calling. 

 

When everyone has dipped their hands in the waters, the leader begins the call to prayer.  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice.  

Scripture Reading 

Read Micah 6:6-8.  

Pause for a minute of silent reflection. Then, invite the assigned reader to read “For Peace” (page 

51) from Prayers for The New Social Awakening.  

 

Prayer of the Heart  

After a couple of minutes, introduce the mantra prayer (Psalm 46:10) in this way:  

Leader:  Let us take prayer to heart. Echo this simple prayer, line by line:  

  Be still and know that I am God.  

All:   Be still and know that I am God.  

Leader: Be still and know. 

All:  Be still and know. 

Leader: Be still. 

All:  Be still. 

Leader: Let this stillness prayer echo in our hearts.  

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader: Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth. May our hearts be 
opened. Let us say “Amen.” 
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First Half (60 minutes) 

Discuss Reading  

 The Powers That Be, pages 1-62 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Martin Niemoeller,” pages 266-273 

1. Think of an institution—workplace, community organization, alumni club, athletic league, school, 

etc.—with which you are associated.  In what ways does it work well and do good?  In what ways 
is it fallen? 

2. In the past, when you thought of Paul’s phrase, “principalities and powers,” how did you       
“visualize” them?  Did you grow up in your church thinking about “powers” and social         

realities—like the World Bank or the International Monetary Fund—or only about personal faith 
and individual commitment and service?   

3. On page 5, Wink writes, “Corporations and governments are ‘creatures’ whose sole purpose is to 
serve the general welfare. And when they refuse to do so, their spirituality becomes diseased.” 

Comment on this statement, referring to a corporation or government that is meant to serve but 
has become “diseased.” 

4. Referring to Wink’s descriptions of the five worldviews (pages 15-21), what is your      worldview? 
How much are you influenced by each of the worldviews? In what way do these worldviews 

prevent you from becoming a whole, healthy, loving person? Are you “caught” in any of them?  

5. It has been said that many of us are “practical atheists.” We worship once a week and live the rest 

of the time by the values of a materialistic society of self-indulgence. We celebrate the power of 
God on Sunday and spend the rest of the week ignoring that power. We pray but don’t really 

believe our prayers change anything. Do you agree with this assessment? If so, in what ways 
might we and our culture be shaped by this understanding? What would be the implications of 

such a perspective on working for justice? 

6. In his interview in Cloud of Witnesses, Martin Niemoeller describes the conflict in Nazi 

Germany: “The issue was whether one saw Jesus as the highest authority, or Hitler” (page 269).  
How does this question translate many years later to our lives as U.S. citizens?   

7. “This Myth of Redemptive Violence is the real myth of the modern world. It, and not Judaism or 
Christianity or Islam, is the dominant religion in our society today” (The Powers that Be, page 

42). What social realities can you point to that support or challenge this statement?  

8. Where do you see violence in your own life?   

9. How do you see the Myth of Redemptive Violence being lived out in world politics today? What 
nations or groups or organizations are working to create nonviolent alternatives?  

10. Have someone in the group read the bottom section (question and answer) on page 272 of Cloud 
of Witnesses. How do you respond to Niemoeller’s interpretation of the great commandment?    
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Break (15 minutes) 

 

Business Items (5 minutes) 

1. Assign reading: The Powers That Be, pages 63-127; Cloud of Witnesses, “George 

Zabelka,” pages 231-237; and “Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Four.”  

2. Distribute Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Four.  

3. Remind participants of closing retreat dates and location. 

 

Second Half (50 minutes) 

Discuss Discernment Exercise  

Break into groups of three or four. Ask participants to share some of their r eflections from this 
exercise, which was assigned last week (Week 22: Attachment B). You may want to have a few extra 

copies of this handout available at this session.  

 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Returning to the Symbols 

Hold up the pitcher of water and bowl; offer these words of blessing: 

We are prophetic people, abundantly blessed.  Let us share God’s blessing, spread 

God’s abundance and commission other prophetic voices to announce God’s love and 
defend the vulnerable.  

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need.  (Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, please 

do so.  
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Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me: 

Be still and know that I am God.  

All:   Be still and know that I am God.  

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, while we 

work, as we rest and when we pray for one another. Call to mind those who are 
suffering or are in despair or fear. 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.   

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.   

May we extend God’s peace to all! 

 
 


