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Note to Co-Facilitators 

As you will notice, the first and second half of this week’s session and many of the rest of the 
remaining eight sessions are composed of two somewhat different agendas:  one half will focus on 
the reading; the other half will focus, in one form or another, on “next steps.” Sometimes this focus 
on “next steps” will include a straightforward exercise (like this week); other times it will involve a 
video or speaker.   

As JustFaith moves into its final weeks, it is, of course, appropriate that participants consider how 
they can translate their experience into practice. Without any prompting, many will be asking, “What 
do I do next?” For some, the answers to this question might come easily, but for many it will not. 
So, here are some observations that you might want to share with your group when the time seems 
right.  

First, JustFaith is, for many, the beginning of an exploration that has no immediate end in sight. In 
other words, the journey has just begun and is ongoing, so participants are to be encouraged to 
continue to explore and experiment after JustFaith is over. It might very well be that there are many 
more steps to be taken before some kind of clear answer comes. And even after an answer comes, it 
can change.   

Second, action can clarify thought. Many of us make the assumption that we have to know exactly 
what we think we want to do before we do it. It is more likely that we will discover what we want to 
do by first doing it. Encourage your group members not to be paralyzed by a lack of direction. 
There is a lot that needs to be done. Just dive in. Think about it. Pray about it. See where God 
touches your heart.   

Third, the next step is not just action. Next steps include action AND prayer; continued learning 
AND being connected with a community living out its mission. Rushing to action without a broader 
set of commitments is the recipe for burnout and cynicism. Ideally, churches are places where 
prayer, continued learning and mission are central. Encourage your group members to be very 
deliberate about all of these ingredients. Some helps will be offered in the weeks to come with a tool 
provided by JustFaith Ministries titled, “Engaging the World Together.”   

Finally, as noted above, beginning this week and continuing through the end of the program, 
JustFaith will engage participants in some discernment experiences to assist in this process. 
Encourage your group to take time to pray, ask, discern, be open and be still. It is hard to undertake 
discernment when one is over-busy or over-stimulated. Creating space to hear how God is calling us 
to serve is an important early and ongoing step along this journey.  

 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright 2014 by JustFaith Ministries • www.justfaith.org • 502-429-0865 
Week 22 • Page 3 

Week Twenty-Two Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-Two 

□ Review Week Twenty-Two session information.  

□ Copy Week 22 Handouts (Attachments A and B and Note to Participants). 

□ Locate copies of The Powers That Be to distribute.  

□ Gather prayer items: Bible, newspaper, wrapping paper and ribbons, small trash bag 
to collect paper. Gift wrap the Bible with ribbons and tape. Using a recent edition of a 

newspaper, wrap the Bible first in several (six or seven) layers of newspaper before 
finally wrapping it with festive paper and ribbons.  

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Deuteronomy 14:28 – 15:4. 

 

Timing of the Session 

 

Activity Minutes 

Opening prayer 15 

Discuss ten areas of 

social ministry 

55 

Break 15 

Business 10 

Discuss reading 50 

Closing prayer  5 

Total 150 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:  Gift-wrapped Bible marked at Deuteronomy 14:28 – 15:4. Have a 
small trash bag available. Set aside one or two pages of a newspaper for 

the closing prayer. 

Symbols:  Newspaper, wrappings and Bible       

Environment:  Place the candle in the center of the circle. 
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Introducing the Symbols 

Hold up the gift-wrapped Bible in the center of the circle  and introduce the symbol with 

these words: 

An unexpected gift, wrapped in mystery… 

opened with care and received with joy. 

 

Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle holding the gift and share these words: 

My brothers and sisters… 

when was the last time you received unexpected news?  

 

Pass the wrapped gift to the person seated on the right. Invite participants to hold it for a 
brief moment, then carefully and reverently remove one layer of the wrapping before passing 

it on. Offer the call to prayer while the gift moves around the circle:  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice.  

Gather up all the wrapping and pile it in the center of the circle.  Place the unwrapped Bible 
on top of all the wrapping paper. 

 

Meditation    

Ask the group to reflect on these questions:  

What surprising breakthrough or new understandings have come from this 
JustFaith process?  How has this circle of people become a gift to you?  

After a minute of silence, pick up a layer of the wrappings and share these words: 
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The gift of God’s word comes wrapped in layers visible and invisible.  

After a pause, pick up a second layer of the discarded wrapping, fold it and place it in the 
trash bag to be recycled saying:  

There is a layer of shared culture and common history that shapes our 
identity. 

Pause, then pick up another wrapping, fold and place it in the bag…  

There is a layer decorated with assumptions accumulated from our personal 

life experiences. These color our understanding and define our priorities.  

Pause, then pick up another wrapping, fold and place it in the bag…  

There is a layer of formation and education that defines our faith and values 
and informs our activities. 

Pause, then pick up the remaining layers and place them in the recycling bag…  

There are the events and signs of our times, the focusing lenses through which 

we search for meaning and recognize God breaking into our common story.  

Pause, then pick up the Bible and hold it up…  

We sift through these layers, deciding what to discard and what to hold onto, 
until we are struck by the unexpected news that speaks to the heart of our 

reality. Let us now listen to God’s word.  

 

Scripture Reading 

Read Deuteronomy 14:28 – 15:4. 

 

Prayer of the Heart 

After a couple of minutes of silent reflection on the Scripture, introduce the mantra prayer 
(adapted from Psalm 33: 4-5) in this way:  

Leader:   Let us take prayer to heart. Echo this simple prayer, line by line: 

  The word of God is upright,  

All:   The word of God is upright, 

Leader:   And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.   

All:  And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.  
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Leader: Our God loves justice and right;  

All:  Our God loves justice and right;  

Leader: And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God.  

All:  And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God. 

Leader: Let this prayer echo in our hearts. 

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth.  May our 

hearts be opened.  Let us say “Amen.”  

First Half (55 minutes) 

Reflect on Ten Options of Social Ministry 

Pass out copies of Week 22: Attachment A. Invite participants to spend twenty minutes 

reflecting and making notes on this handout. This exercise will expose participants to various 
types of social ministry work and begin their process of discernment. They will continue to 

reflect and discern for the remaining weeks of the program and during the closing retreat.  

Ask participants to save their notes on this activity and bring it with them to the closing 

retreat. 

After 20 minutes, set up small groups of four or five and ask participants to share their 

reflections in the small groups. (35 minutes) 

Break (15 minutes) 

Business Items (10 minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next session: The Powers That Be, pages 1-62; Cloud of 
Witnesses, “Martin Niemoeller,” pages 266-273; and Note to Participants.  

2. Distribute Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Three.  

3. Distribute Discernment Exercise for Week 23 (Week 22: Attachment B).  Ask 

participants to set aside at least 30 minutes in the coming week to reflect on these 
questions. Ask them to come prepared next week to share their reflections.  

4. Distribute copies of The Powers That Be. 
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Second Half (50 minutes) 

Discuss Reading  

Co-facilitators should preview the questions and start the discussion with a couple of pre-

selected questions. Do not be concerned about covering all questions.  

 Unexpected News, pages 89-116,127-141 and 150-161 

1. Share with the group a passage from this week’s reading that you found especially helpful 

or challenging. 

2. On page 89, the author notes, “It all seems askew, for while the poor do get a lot of 

attention in the Bible, the nonpoor get a lot of attention in the church and usually end up 
running things. One reason for this is that the nonpoor have become the official 

interpreters of the Scriptures and have managed to take most of the sting out of passages 
dealing with the poor.” Do these words seem accurate? Why or why not?  

3. Consider the last paragraph on page 104. What spiritual exercises/lifestyle choices must 
we make to be sure that we do not fall prey to our appetite for comfort and security?   

4. On page 157, Brown writes, “Where does this leave middle-class, well-intentioned, 
sincerely- committed mainline church folks?  If we are still listening, it leaves us battered, 

wounded, macerated.  It may also leave us resentful and angry at being assaulted from a 
different direction in every chapter. ‘This is Good News?’” How do you respond to 

Brown’s assessment? 

5. Brown writes on page 158, “We should also realize that the source of our discomfort is 

not  third world Christians trying to put us down. It is not they who are giving us a bad 
time; rather, the Bible is giving us a bad time. They have not created a new biblical 

message to make us feel guilty; they are only calling attention to the old biblical message 
we have camouflaged for centuries in order not to feel guilty.” What is your reaction to 

this statement? Do you ever feel discomforted by what you read in the Bible?  

6. On page 160, Brown writes, “The great hope, surely, is that we can begin to be liberated 

from some of the false gods—the Bible calls them ‘idols’—that have held us in 
captivity.” What false gods do you wrestle with?    

7. How do we, as a people of faith, challenge the status quo—which might threaten our 
fellow church members—and still maintain friendships with them? 
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Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Returning to the Symbol 

Pick up the Bible and a fresh page from a newspaper. Wrap the paper around the Bible, and 

offer these words of blessing:  

May we welcome God’s Word, honestly and humbly,  

as unexpected news for a broken world. 

May our lives be a proclamation of good news to those who are poor.   

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need. 

(Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, 

please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me: 

The word of God is upright,  

All:  The word of God is upright, 

Leader:   And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.   

All:   And all God’s work is done in faithfulness.  

Leader: Our God loves justice and right;  

All:  Our God loves justice and right;  

Leader: And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God.  

All:  And the earth is full of the steadfast love of God. 
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Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, 

while we work, as we rest and when we pray for one another. Call to 
mind those who are suffering in despair or fear.  

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.  

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all! 

 

 


