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Note to Co-Facilitators 

The focus of the discussion in the first half of Week Twenty-One emphasizes one of the 

underlying assumptions of the JustFaith process, namely that conversion often happens 
when some kind of experience jostles us out of our self-satisfaction or comfort zone. The 

repeated life-testimony of many of the great people of faith is how God changed them in the 
holy process of being made uncomfortable. God’s truth and call can be recognized when we 

are vulnerable, open and seeking.  God’s truth is less well received when we are married to 
the thought of our personal, moral or political superiority. One of the roles that ideology or 

partisan politics typically plays is to distract us from being open to other truths and wisdom. 
Ideology typically serves to convince us that we are right. There is little room for God in that 

scenario. 

So, experiences that can open us in fresh and powerful ways to God’s call are often 

experiences that make us rethink our comfortable and self-protective assumptions. Robert 
McAfee Brown’s book, Unexpected News, is exactly the kind of text that presses us to 

reconsider assumptions. It is a book that can unsettle people. Those who are open to being 
challenged will find the book helpful. Those who are not open will probably dislike the 

book. Rather than framing the issues raised in the text with the common political categories 
of “right” and “left,” “conservative” and “liberal,” we encourage you to frame the 

conversation using biblical categories of “those on the bottom who have been exploited and 
ignored” and “those on top who are satiated and even self-preoccupied.” Know that 

Unexpected News asks us to see the world through the lens of those on the bottom.   

Finally, remember that this conversion work, like all things important, includes some risk. As 

we learn to see the world from the Gospel perspective - the perspective of those who have 
been exploited or ignored – we may encounter resistance from those operating out of a 

different outlook. Some who you love may reject this new perspective. Some who you love 
may find your newfound outlook threatening or too risky. Indeed, there is risk in responding 

to God’s call. Our safe strongholds may be shaken, our easy answers may be dissected. And 
yet, there is grace in that risk – grace that calls us to accompany our global neighbors, grace 

that builds relationships and breaks down barriers, grace that enables us to feel the presence 
of God’s kingdom drawing near. In this risky journey of transformation, may you find 

outposts of grace along the way – in your group meetings, in your immersion experiences, in 
your prayer life and in the testimony of those whose perspectives you may now encounter.  
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Week Twenty-One Components 

Preparation for Week Twenty-One 

□ Review Week Twenty-One session information. 

□ Copy Week 21 Handouts (Attachment A and Note to Participants) 

□ Bring your JustFaith group’s copy of Prayers for The New Social Awakening and find 

“For Those Who Hold Power and Responsibility,” page 85. Assure that this week’s 
prayer has been assigned a prayer reader or that it has been divided for the group 
members to read in segments.  

□ Gather prayer items: A Bible, candle, branch with thorns, a cross and your choice of other 
items to create a prayer environment.  

□ Assign a Scripture Reader for Matthew 5:1-12. 

 

Timing of the Session 

 

Activity Minutes 

Opening prayer 15 

Discuss difficult/transforming 
experiences 

50 

Break 15 

Business 10 

Discuss reading 55 

Closing prayer 5 

Total 150 

 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

You will need:  Bible marked at Matthew 5:1-12, Prayers for The New Social 
Awakening, a candle, a small branch with thorns and a cross  

Symbol: Branch with thorns – symbol of suffering  

Environment: Place the cross and candle in the center of the circle. 
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Introducing the Symbols 

When the group has gathered, hold up the branch with thorns and briefly introduce the 

symbol with these words:  

The witness of the faithful who have chosen solidarity with the poor,  

those who hunger and suffer for righteousness’ sake.  

 

Call to Prayer 

Sit in the circle, holding the branch, and share these words: 

My brothers and sisters…  

those who are peacemakers and protest violence,   

those who remain faithful against all odds,  

those who lose their lives in discipleship, 

we call these people witnesses to Christ’s suffering.  

Jesus has shown us that faithfulness leads to self-giving, that discipleship is 
costly, that compassion leads to solidarity with those who are oppressed.  

We, who are witnesses of God’s loving-justice in a violent and divided world, 
see in the cross a symbol of solidarity and a sign of hope.  

Call to mind those places around our world where people are suffering the 
violence of persecution, deprivation and alienation. Pray for those people 

whose witness cries out to God for justice.  

Pass the branch with thorns carefully to the person seated on the right. Invite participants to 

hold the symbol for a brief moment of silent prayer before passing it around the circle. Offer 
this prayer while the thorns move round the circle:  

Jesus, in your name we gather. You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body. 

To listen . . . to share . . . to learn . . . to care . . .  

and to pray for one another. 

Move within us. Move among us.  

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice. 

When the branch with thorns has gone around the circle, place them on top of the cross.  
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Scripture Reading 

Read Matthew 5:1-12. Pause for a minute of silent reflection, then share these words:  

As we hear this Scripture read for a second time, listen for word or phrase that deeply 
resonates with you. 

 

Ask the Scripture reader to read the passage again. Pause again for a minute of silence, then 

invite participants to speak out loud the word or phrase that resonated with them. After 
everyone has had an opportunity to speak a word or phrase, ask the group to reflect silently 

on this question:  

Where does the content of this Scripture touch my life today?  

 

Pause briefly before asking the designated reader begin the prayer, “For Those Who Hold 

Power and Responsibility,” page 85 of Prayers for The New Social Awakening. 

 

Prayer of the Heart   

After a couple of minutes of silent reflection, introduce the mantra prayer in this way:  

Leader: Let us take prayer to heart.  Echo this simple prayer, line by line: 

If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

All:   If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

Leader:  We are called to bear one another’s burdens.  

All:   We are called to bear one another’s burdens.   

Leader: Let this prayer echo in our hearts. 

 

Rite of Blessing  

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts. May we speak your truth. May our 
hearts be opened. Let us say “Amen.” 
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First Half (50minutes) 

Discuss Difficult/Transforming Experiences 

Distribute Week 21: Attachment A to participants. Introduce this next section with these or 

similar words:  

One of the underlying assumptions of the JustFaith process is that personal 

transformation often happens only when some kind of experience jostles us 
out of our comfort zone. The repeated life-testimony of many great people of 

faith is how God changed them in the holy process of being made 
uncomfortable. Many of the people we have read about in Cloud of Witnesses 

were them-selves shaken out of their complacency by an experience that left 
them unsettled and searching for a new path. We will now take some time to 

consider our own potentially transforming experiences.  

 

Break (15 minutes) 

 

Business Items (10minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next week: Unexpected News, pages 89-116, 127-141, 150-161 and 
“Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Two.”  

2. Distribute Note to Participants for Week Twenty-Two.  

3. Provide information as needed on an upcoming Immersion Experience.  

4. Remind participants of the Closing Retreat dates.  

 

Second Half (55 minutes) 

Discuss Reading   

 Unexpected News, pages 11-48, 63-73 

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Oscar Romero,” pages 274-279  

1. On page 16 of Unexpected News, the author offers this personal conclusion: At 
least I am beginning to be able to name the sin from which the Bible tells me I 

need liberation: complacency.” What is your reaction to his summation?  

2. Chapter Two of Unexpected News includes the phrase “God Takes Sides.” Are 

you convinced by the author’s argument that God does indeed take sides? Does 
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this mean that God doesn’t love everyone? When is it appropriate for us to take 

sides? In what ways do you remember Jesus taking sides? Does God side with the 
bully or the bullied? What hope does God extend to the bully?  

3. Drawing from question #1 on page 70, Aristotle’s definition of justice is given as 
“rendering to each child his or her due.” Spend two minutes journaling on what is 

absolutely necessary for you to live a decent and meaningful life.  

Write the group’s responses on the board or a flip chart.  After all responses are recorded 

on the board, consider:  

What, then, is due to every human being? Who is responsible to see that each 

person receives what is due? 

4. The prophetic dimension of the Bible speaks to love’s confrontation with evil. 

Love names the evil, denounces the evil, and calls the evil to repentance. And 
there is great risk in this. Comment on those you know personally who seem to 

fill this prophetic role in your church and in our world.  

5. Romero felt that faith compelled him to criticize his own country, even at the risk 

of being called unpatriotic and un-Christian. When is it appropriate for Christians 
to critique the government from the perspective of faith and justice and to stand 

against certain kinds of behavior or policies?   

6. Have someone read the third paragraph on page 278 of Cloud of Witnesses that begins 

with “In Tejutla . . .” In such a reality, what would you expect people there to pray 
about? Given that similar realities exist in our world today, what should we pray 

for?   

7.  

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Returning to the Symbol 

Hold up the cross and the thorns and offer these words of blessing: 

May those who cry out for justice move us to stand with them and, in 

solidarity, share in their suffering, aware that prophecy leads to persecution 
and justice leads to the cross.   

 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 
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We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in need.  
(Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to offer, 
please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Return to the mantra prayer and invite the group to echo it again.  

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me : 

If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

All:   If one of our brothers or sisters suffers, we all suffer.  

Leader:  We are called to bear one another’s burdens.  

All:   We are called to bear one another’s burdens.   

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we walk, 

while we work, as we rest and when we pray for one another.  Call to 
mind those who are suffering in despair or fear.  

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers.  

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all!  


