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Note to Co-Facilitators 

Regarding this week’s session, it includes a rather unusual video (“Portrait of a Radical”) 
about Jesus that features the words of three very skilled commentators.  The hope is to 
complement this week’s reading and to see Jesus with new eyes and increased understanding.  
This video is meant to be an artful way of getting at some facets of Jesus’ life and ministry 
that are difficult to communicate in theological or formulaic expression.  It is also a kind of 
supplement or lens by which to understand the lives of the witnesses we read about each 
week.  It should stimulate a lot of conversation. 

Additionally, this week you will distribute a budgeting activity – Week 9: Participant 
Handout C – for members of your group to complete over the course of the coming week. 
In this budgeting activity, group members will receive a scenario – Week 9: Participant 
Handout B – and, throughout the next week, will be charged with creating a monthly 
budget for this individual or family.  The activity is meant to create an awareness of the 
challenges facing the working poor in our communities.  Encourage your group members to 
approach this activity realistically, resisting the temptation to pursue this exercise as a game. 
It may be helpful to provide your group members with suggestions for resources to use 
while doing this activity:   

 www.apartments.com – this website will help participants identify the price range for 
apartments in zip codes near you) 

 http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu – this website will help participants to estimate 
the cost of living in your community or region; the calculator lists typical expenses, 
the living wage, and typical wages for the selected location. 

Be mindful that participants in your group will probably come from a variety of socio-
economic experiences.  The budgeting activity may resemble their lived reality. Be sensitive 
to this and encourage people to share their stories as they feel able.  Encourage the rest of 
the group to listen to these stories with compassion and care. 

Week Nine Components 

Prepare for Week Nine 

□ Review Week Nine session information. 

□ Copy Week Nine handouts.  

□ Copy and cut “Budget Activity” scenarios (Week 9: Attachment B) so that each 
person receives one scenario (some members will receive the same scenario). 

□ Gather prayer items. 

□ Locate DVD “Portrait of a Radical” and assure access to a DVD player. 

http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu/
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Timing of the Session 

Activity Minutes 

Prayer 10 

Discuss Reading 45 

Break 10 

Business 10 

View Video 50 

Discuss Video 20 

Closing prayer 5 

Total 150 

 

Welcome 

Welcome participants.  Begin with prayer. 

 

Opening Prayer (10 minutes) 

Items needed: Prayer cloth, a candle and Bible. Mark the Bible at Exodus 3:1-10.  
Assign a Scripture reader and two readers for the prayer.   

Environment:    If possible, play instrumental music in the background and dim the 
overhead lights. 

 

Distribute Week 9: Participant Handout A. Begin prayer with a moment of silence.   

 

Scripture Reading 

Read Exodus 3: 1-10.  Pause for a moment of silent reflection. 

Hold up the Scriptures for all to see, then place the Bible on the center table. 

 

Continue the prayer by following Week 9: Participant Handout A. 
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First Half (45 minutes) 

Discussion Questions  

 Compassion, pages 47-84  

 Cloud of Witnesses, “Dorothy Day,” pages 9-14  

Questions below focus on the Compassion text.  However, consider the thoughts and example of Dorothy Day 
in your discussion.  

 

1. “When there is no community that can mediate between world needs and personal 
responses,” the authors of Compassion note, “the burden of the world can only be a 
crushing burden” (p. 51). Describe your own experience of being overwhelmed by world 
need.  

2. “In the Christian community, we can know about hunger, oppression, torture, and the 
nuclear threat without giving into a fatalistic resignation and withdrawing into a 
preoccupation with personal survival. In the Christian community, we can fully recognize the 
condition of our society without panicking” (p. 54). How has the company of other 
committed people been a source of support and encouragement for you?  

3. “Voluntary displacement . . . leads us to see with others what we could not see before, to 
feel with others what we could not feel before, to hear with others what we could not hear 
before”  (p. 64). How have you experienced “seeing” something or someone you could not 
see before because you went to a place on the margins of life or society?  

4. “Quite often we will discover that we are asked to follow our Lord to places we would 
rather not go. But when we have learned to see him in the small displacements of our daily 
lives, the greater call will not seem so great after all. We then will find the courage to follow 
him and be amazed by our freedom to do so” (p. 73). How might this quotation be reflected 
in what we know of Dorothy Day’s life and personal commitment to the poor?  

5. “To pay attention to others with the desire to make them the center and to make their 
interest our own is a real form of self-emptying, since to be able to receive others into our 
intimate inner space we must be empty. That is why listening is so difficult” (p. 79). As your 
group proceeds in this exploration of compassion and justice, it is important for the group to 
model self-emptying and listening. Ask your group how it can become more adept at 
listening to each other each week.  

6. “In a world that puts such emphasis on success, our concern for a career constantly tends 
to make us deaf to our vocation” (p. 82). Discuss your own experience of the tension 
between “the call of success” and the call of God. 
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Break (10 minutes) 

 

Business Items (10 minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next session: Make Poverty Personal, pages 136-157; Cloud of 
Witnesses, “Henri Nouwen,” pages 72-77; and “Note to Participants for Week 
Ten.”   

2. Assign “Budget Activity.” Present the activity with these or similar words: “While 
much of our study thus far has focused on poverty, one group who is often 
overlooked is the working poor. The designation “working poor” is generally 
understood as those who work regularly but whose income leaves them below the 
federal poverty level. This week, each of you will be given a scenario reflective of 
real situations. Based upon the scenario, you will be asked to create a monthly 
budget. As you work on the budget throughout this coming week, please 
approach it realistically. Next week we will spend time reflecting upon and 
discussing this activity.”  

3. Distribute “Budget Activity” scenarios (Week 9: Attachment B), “Budget 
Activity” (Week 9: Attachment C) and “Note to Participants for Week Ten.” 

4. Review plans for upcoming immersion experience, if needed. 

5. Remind participants to complete their program evaluation after every session. 

 

Second Half (70 minutes) 

View and Discuss Film 

View “Portrait of a Radical” (50 minutes).  This film uses penetrating commentary, powerful 
images and music to move the viewer beyond the intellect and into a space where the 
dynamic nature of Jesus can be experienced.  It attempts to draw the viewer into a space 
where Jesus can be seen from the perspective of his radical, compassionate and inclusive 
teachings. While watching the film, ask participants to jot down some ideas that they find 
important in preparation for discussion.   

After the video, ask the group what ideas they found most interesting and helpful in the 
video.  Also, ask if there were points made in the video that reminded them of any of the 
people described in our assigned readings.  (20 minutes) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright 2014 by JustFaith Ministries • www.justfaith.org • 502-429-0865 
Week 9 • Page 6 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

A Circle of Prayer   

Ask the group to form a tight circle and link hands.  Invite any participants who have a 
prayer, a concern, or a request to briefly share it with the group: 

 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another.   (Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to 
offer, please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Leader:  Let us take prayer to heart.  Repeat these words after me: 

  Open my eyes, O God, that I may see     
  the misery and suffering of your people. 

All:   Open my eyes, O God, that I may see the misery and suffering of your people. 

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we 
walk, while we work, as we rest and when we pray for one another.  
Call to mind those who are suffering, in despair or fear. 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers. 

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all!  

 

 


