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Note to Co-Facilitators 

This week’s session draws upon two powerful resources – Father Greg Boyle’s experiences 
as shared in Tattoos on the Heart and Diane Sawyer’s exploration into the experiences of 
children in Camden, New Jersey. Both of these resources convey real, lived experiences 
within very different regions of the United States. While much of the material—books, 
videos, speakers, immersion experiences—would seem to focus on what is going on in the 
world, the real focus of JustFaith is on how what is going on in the world touches the hearts 
of participants.  JustFaith is interested in the interior journey of who do we care about and 
why, what commitments can we make, what kind of love do we have to share, what 
obstacles impede our embrace of God’s invitation, and so on.  It is not uncommon for 
JustFaith to touch places very deep in the participant, and there is both grace and danger in 
this.  Because JustFaith addresses core values and core meanings, individual responses can be 
strong in one direction or another.  It is not uncommon early in the process for some 
participants to put up great resistance, and this takes the form of all kinds of argument and 
criticism.  This is very understandable and should be dealt with patiently.  This is also a good 
time to review the Co-Facilitators Responsibilities document, especially the helpful hints for 
group process situations. 
 
On the other hand, it is perhaps appropriate at this point in the JustFaith process to take 
careful notice if you have members of your group who simply are not ready for the rest of 
the journey.  It is sometimes the case that someone has joined a JustFaith group for the 
wrong reasons or finds her/himself simply unready for the material or tends mostly to 
disrupt and impede the weekly sessions.  In the last case, you might notice growing 
resentment in the group.  These are all signs that it might be appropriate to ask this 
participant privately about his or her responses to the program and possibly ask the person if 
he/she would like to consider dropping out.  It is often the case that people who really 
dislike the program continue anyway because they feel obligated.  Gently encourage them to 
consider whether or not they feel like they can be an asset to the group or if it would be 
more helpful to discontinue. 
 
Ultimately, our hope is that by weaving together rich resources – academic and experiential, 
theological and contemplative – the process of JustFaith will integrate the mind and heart, 
yielding wisdom and commitment.   
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Week Seven Components 

Preparation for Week Seven 
□ Review Week Seven session information. 

□ Copy Week Seven handouts. 

□ Locate DVD “Waiting on the World to Change” and assure DVD player is available. 

□ Gather prayer items. 

□ Locate white board or flip chart paper and markers. 
 

Timing of the Session 
 

Activity Minutes 

Prayer 10 

Discuss reading 30 

Discuss Spiritual Practice  30 

Break 10 

Business 5 

View Video 40 

Discuss Video 20 

Closing prayer 5 

Total 150 

 

Welcome 

Welcome participants warmly. Begin with prayer. 
 
 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

  
Distribute Week 7: Participant Handout.  Follow the directions for prayer. 
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First Half (60 minutes) 

Discussion Questions (30 minutes) 

 Tattoos on the Heart, pages 61-128 

 Cloud of Witnesses, pages 60-65 

Begin by asking participants to reflect quietly on these three questions: 

1. What are your early memories of poor people or of being poor yourself? 

2. What did people close to you say to you about poverty, about poor people? 

3. What experiences as an adult have you had of poverty in the world? 

Invite participants to briefly share a response with the person sitting next to them. This one-
on-one discussion allows participants to share their own experiences with poverty and their 
own emotional responses to the reading.  (10 minutes)   

In the larger group, consider these questions: 

1. In our discussions of the book, Compassion, Nouwen offers his definition of 
compassion, and you have been encouraged to express your own understanding of this 
concept. What is your reaction to the prison inmate’s definition at the bottom of page 62 
and Fr. Boyle’s reflection in the following paragraph? How does this insight change or 
enhance your own understanding? 

2. Who in our society bears the weight of the “toxic shame” mentioned on page 70? 
[Facilitators: As the group responds to this question, post the list on a white board or flip 
chart paper.] Then ask the group: Would you be willing to eat with any of these people or 
groups of people? What fear or awkwardness would you need to overcome to bridge the 
gap and share a meal with them? 

3. On pages 81-82, we read how Memo’s compassion for the poor of Pritchard, Alabama, 
moved him to see the suffering of others. Whose suffering do you see? Has your 
compassion grown to embrace it? Has your “core wound” found solidarity with 
another’s wound? 

4. Christian writers throughout the centuries have variously described Christian hope. Fr. 
Boyle offers his insights at the bottom of page 86 and the top of page 87. How do you 
understand the virtue of hope? 

5. Why is it so hard for those who have led lives of poverty to believe that they too are “the 
light of the world”? Why is it so hard for us to believe this of ourselves at times? 

6. What is your response to the author’s statement on page 124: “Meeting the world with a 
loving heart will determine what we find there.” Reflecting on Pedro’s story as told on 
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pages 125-128, who has held the flashlight for you? For whom have you held the 
flashlight? 

7. Clarence Jordan described fear as “the polio of the soul which prevents our walking by 
faith” (p. 64).  Share your own experiences of fear or breaking through fear. 

8. How is Clarence Jordan’s witness instructive for those committed to addressing racism 
and poverty?   

 

Discuss Spiritual Practice (30 minutes) 

Go around the room and ask each person to briefly share their observations from the 
spiritual exercise assigned two weeks ago.  (Participants were to purposefully notice the 
diversity of incomes and socio-economic groups (or lack of) and take particular notice in 
their immediate and extended family, neighborhoods, workplace, grocery store, school, 
church, theatre, gym, volunteer location, etc.  Participants were also asked to notice the 
economic diversity among those to whom they talk over the last two weeks.)   

Ask the group why they think they saw what they saw.  That is, why is the world that they 
experience organized the way it is?  Could it be different? 

 

Break (15 minutes) 

 

Business Items (10 minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next week: Tattoos on the Heart, pages 129 - 212 and “Note to 
Participants for Week Eight.”    

2. Distribute “Note to Participants for Week Eight.” 

3. Investigation of Denominational/Nondenominational Resources on church social 
teaching:  Ask all members of the group to do some research this week (via 
internet, if this is most convenient) to discover what resources are available within 
each person’s theological tradition that encourages the ministry of mercy and 
justice (declarations from leadership, creeds, policies, pastoral letters, etc.).  Ask 
everyone to bring printed samples, if possible, of what they find.   
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Second Half (60 minutes) 

View and Discuss Film 

View “Waiting on the World to Change” (40 minutes).  This film follows the lives of three 
young people living in Camden, New Jersey: 6-year-old Moochie, who dreams of becoming a 
judge; Billy Joe, a high school senior determined to be the first in his family to graduate from 
high school; and 4-year-old Ivan, a homeless boy whose one dream is to have a room of his 
own.  Diane Sawyer follows a year in their lives through Camden – the poorest and most 
dangerous city in America, sometimes called “Murder City USA.” 

When the video ends, invite the group to pause for a few minutes of silence. Within the 
silence, ask them to reflect: What are your prayers for these young people? 

After the silent reflection, offer these questions for dialogue (20 minutes): 

What did you find most hopeful in the film? What was most distressing? 

How do the lives of children in your community compare with the lives of 
children in Camden? 

How do you feel knowing that such experiences exist in America?  

 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands.  Offer this prayer: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another.   (Pause)  

If you feel moved to share, please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Leader: Let us take prayer to heart.  Repeat this verse from Psalm 116: 

  Gracious is the Lord and righteous; yes, our God is merciful. 

All:   Gracious is the Lord and righteous; yes, our God is merciful. 
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Leader: I was brought low, and God saved me. 

All:  I was brought low, and God saved me. 

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we 
walk, while we work, as we rest and when we pray for one another.  
Call to mind those who are suffering, in despair or fear. 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now, we share in the peace for which our world hungers. 

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead.  

May we extend God’s peace to all!  

 


