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Note to Co-Facilitators 

One concern that gets expressed each year by some co-facilitators is that there is not enough 
time in the session to cover all of the material.  This concern is sometimes accompanied by 
anxiety or frustration since the assumption is that there is a certain body of material that must 
be covered, that every page of every book must be discussed, that every discussion question 
must be addressed by everyone in the group, etc.  However, we encourage you not to let this 
be an annoyance.   

First, remember that JustFaith groups vary significantly in size and in talkativeness; what it 
takes one group to do in an hour, another group might do in ten minutes.  It is important 
that the materials include enough discussion questions for even the quickest of groups.  That 
means the same amount of material that will be just enough for one group but will simply be 
more than many groups can get through.  

Second, the purpose of each session is to engage the group in a thoughtful, prayerful and 
interesting consideration of how and where the Gospel is inviting each of us. That means 
that if the group has had a session that was characterized by good prayer, some stimulating 
content, and compelling and important dialogue, it was a success regardless of how many 
discussion questions were covered.  Whether the group covers one question or all of the 
questions, if the interaction is challenging, respectful and provocative, then it has been a very 
good use of two and a half hours. Choose questions that you believe will be most stimulating 
for your group and allow the conversation to develop around them. 

Third, JustFaith is not a course.  There is not a body of material that has to be covered to 
complete the “class.”  It is more about community building than it is about information.   
Encourage your group to think of each session as a social engagement or a prayer experience 
instead of a task to be accomplished.  This will help everyone savor the time together instead 
of worrying about what supposedly did not get accomplished.  Remember, enjoy the 
journey.  

Thank you for the generosity of your commitment to this experience! 

 

Week Six Components 

Preparation for Week Six 

□ Review Week Six session information. 

□ Copy Week Six handouts.  

□ Gather prayer items.  
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Timing of the Session 

Activity Minutes 

Prayer 15 

Discuss Group Process 60 

Break 15 

Business 10 

Discuss reading 40 

Closing prayer 10 

Total 150 

 

Welcome 

Welcome participants warmly, then begin with prayer. 

Opening Prayer (15 minutes) 

Items needed: A heart made of any kind of material (paper, stone, metal, clay, etc.), a small 
votive candle, and a Bible marked at Luke 10: 25-37 

Symbol(s): Heart – a symbol of love, compassion, care for others 

       Flame – a symbol of the fire of compassion burning in our hearts 

Environment:    Play soft instrumental music in the background 

 

Introducing the Symbol  

When the group has gathered, bring the heart into the center of the circle.  Introduce the 
symbol with these words: 

A heart – symbol of love, compassion, caring for others. 

 

Place the heart in the center of the circle.  Hold up the candle in the center of the circle.  
Introduce the symbol with these words: 

A flame – symbol of the fire of compassion burning in our hearts. 
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Call to Prayer 

Pick up both symbols and introduce the ritual with these words: 

This is our heart that we open to our suffering brothers and sisters 
throughout our community and our world.   

This is the flame of love for others, freely gifted from our God,      
burning in our hearts. 

As symbols of the prophetic promise we each possess, we hold these up 
in prayer and ask for your grace, oh God. 

Pass the heart and flame around the circle; invite participants to hold the symbols for a brief 
moment of prayer before passing them.  As the symbols are passed, offer these words: 

Jesus, in your name we gather.  You are here in our midst. 

In the presence of your Spirit, we become your body: 

to listen, to share, to learn, to care, and to pray for one another. 

Move within us.  Move among us. 

Spirit of Compassion, bind us to one another.  

Propel us out into your world to be your compassionate justice.   

When the heart and flame have gone around the circle, replace them in the center.  Invite the 
group to join hands in a circle and offers this prayer:   

God of love, let your compassion burn brightly within us so that we 
might see our brothers and sisters in need and join in their struggles. 

 (Pause for a minute of silence.)  We pray in Your Name, AMEN. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Read Luke 10: 25-37. Pause for silent reflection.   

Leader: We have heard this parable many times in our lives, and each time 
it reveals something new.  In one reading, it shows us how Jesus 
and his teachings were tested. At another reading, it displays the 
seeming simplicity of Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor. 
In another reading, it unveils a story of how people react to one in 
need.  Where do we see ourselves in this parable?  

(Pause)  
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Can we love our neighbor who looks like the dirty, smelly stranger 
begging for money on the street?   Or do we walk by like the priest 
and Levite?  How can we grow into the love that Jesus talks about 
and become more like the Samaritan? 

(Pause) 

 

Re-read verses 36-37. Pause once more for silent reflection. 

Distribute Week 6: Participant Handout A.  Share Dom Helder Camara’s prayer together. 

 

Prayer of the Heart 

After a brief pause, introduce the mantra prayer in this way:  

Echo this simple prayer from the Gospel of John. 

 

Leader:     Participants: 

I give you a new commandment: I give you a new commandment: 

That you love one another…  That you love one another, 

Just as I have loved you.   Just as I have loved you. 

 

Leader: I give you a new commandment:  That you love one another, just 
as I have loved you. 

All: I give you a new commandment:  That you love one another, just as I 
have loved you. 

Leader:   Holy Spirit, inspire our thoughts.  May we speak your truth.  May 
our hearts be opened.  Amen. 
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First Half (60 minutes) 

Discuss Dialogue Exercise (30 minutes)  

Revisit the Information on Dialogue in Week 5: Participant Handout B.  Ask the group:  

 Was the information on dialogue new to you?  

 What is your response to this information?  

 In what ways do you find this information helpful?  

 In what ways do you find this information challenging?  

Break the group in small groups of three people each. Have each participant share 
information about the personal conversation that they analyzed with the desired behaviors 
list. Also have them answer the question “Which desired behavior(s) will be most difficult 
for me?” (15 minutes)  

Bring the group back together. Inform the group that we will try to use the desired behaviors 
in conversations during this program. Considering the difficulty of some of the topics we 
will discuss, this may be a challenge at times. We ask that each participant strive to help the 
group have good dialogue versus discussions or debates. These behaviors and the group 
guidelines will be our reference points for communication throughout the program.  

 

Discuss Group Process (30 minutes)  

Distribute copies of the group guidelines from Week 6: Participant Handout B.  Allow a 
couple of minutes for participants to review the guidelines. Co-facilitators then pose the 
questions below to the group. During this discussion, discuss aspects of group process that 
are going well and ideas of how to improve the group’s process.  

 What are the good aspects of our group’s process? 

 Which guidelines does the group follow consistently?  

 Which guidelines does the group need to pay attention to?  

 Does the group stay on track or is it easily brought back to the topic at hand?  

 Has there been conflict or tension during the meetings that could have been 
addressed differently?  

 What recommendations do group members have for future meetings? How will these 
recommendations be implemented?  
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Break (15 minutes) 

 

Business Items (10 minutes) 

1. Assign reading for next week: Tattoos on the Heart, pages 61-128; Cloud of Witnesses, 
“Clarence Jordan,” pages 60-65; and “Note to Participants for Week Seven.”  

2. Distribute “Note to Participants for Week Seven.” 

3. Reminder of Spiritual Practice assigned last week:  Ask participants to purposefully 
notice the diversity of incomes or socio-economic groups (or lack of) as they go through 
these weeks.  Ask them to take particular notice in their immediate and extended family, 
neighborhoods, workplace, grocery store, school, church, theatre, gym, volunteer 
location, etc.  Also ask participants to notice the economic diversity among those whom 
they talk to over the next two weeks.  The group will be discussing this at the next 
session. 

4. Provide information on upcoming immersion experiences, as needed. 

Second Half (40 minutes) 

Discussion Questions 

 Make Poverty Personal, pages 83-135 

1. People understand prophecy in a variety of ways. Barker writes of the “three prongs” of 
prophecy: critiquing rooted in knowledge of God, warning of God’s coming, and offering of 
a radical vision of shalom. How does Barker’s understanding of prophecy differ from others 
you have known?  What definition of prophecy has been most influential for your faith?  

2. Who have you considered to be “prophets”? What characteristics qualified them as 
“prophetic” to you? 

3. To be prophetic, one must seek to know God. Barker writes, “really to know God is to 
engage with the Lord’s compassion and justice.” (p. 88) When in your life have you felt you 
really knew God?  

4. On page 98, Barker shares the following quote from Ron Sider: “If one is a member of a 
privileged class that profits from structural evil, and if one does nothing to try to change 
things, he or she stands guilty before God. Social evil is just as displeasing to God as 
personal evil. And it is more subtle.” In small groups of two or three, share your reactions to 
this quote. What does Sider mean by “structural evil”? Where have you seen it? 
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5. Barker’s third prong of prophecy involves offering “an alternate vision, a hope for the 
future.” (p. 99) What alternative vision would you offer for the world? What alternate vision 
might someone in poverty offer?  

6. On page 116, Barker writes, “Many Christians are more like the rich young ruler than any 
other New Testament character. Well-resourced, bright, charming, able to engage in religious 
discussion – talk about poverty, even…” In what ways do you agree with this claim? Why 
might most Christians resemble the rich young ruler over and above other New Testament 
characters, like Peter? 

7. In discussing how people approach faith, Barker writes that “too much contemporary 
Christianity is more like magic than true faith” (p. 119) because, like the rich young ruler, 
faith functions as a means to a particular end.  When in your life have you approached faith 
in such a way? How did this vary from Jesus’ call to “deny yourself, take up your cross, and 
follow me”?  

8. On page 126, Barker writes about the “Reign” or “Kingdom of God” as central to the 
ministry of Christ. He writes, “Jesus’ central concern was not socializing people into his 
church, but proclaiming the reign of God.” How do you view the relationship between the 
role of “church” and the “reign of God”? What has your relationship been to each? 

9. On page 132, Barker explores the risks in the statement, “We are blessed to be a blessing.” 
He offers a different understanding of “blessing,” saying “God’s blessing today is not found 
in leather wallets, but among the cries of multitudes facing poverty. For there we find Jesus’ 
presence, longing to intervene through his body, the church.” Where in your community is 
God’s blessing? How is Jesus longing to intervene there?  

 

Closing Prayer (5 minutes) 

Removing the Symbol 

Pick up the heart and with these words of blessing take it out of the circle: 

May our hearts become filled with compassion. 

 

Pick up the candle and with these words take it out of the circle: 

May our hearts burn with a love for God’s people. 
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A Circle of Prayer   

Invite the group to form a tight circle and link hands: 

We are disciples on a journey. 

We are the body of Christ, broken for this world. 

Let us quietly pray for one another and for our brothers and sisters in 
need.  (Pause)  

If someone has a concern, a word of encouragement, or a short prayer to 
offer, please do so.  

 

Words to Live By 

Leader:  Let us again take prayer to heart. Repeat the prayer after me: 

I give you a new commandment: 

All:   I give you a new commandment: 

Leader:  That you love one another, just as I have loved you. 

All:   That you love one another, just as I have loved you. 

Leader: May this prayer echo in our hearts throughout the week, as we 
walk, while we work, as we rest, and when we pray for one another.   
Call to mind those who are suffering, in despair or fear. 

 

A Sign of God’s Peace 

Leader: Now we share in the peace for which our world hungers. 

With a sign of peace we affirm one another for the journey ahead. 

May we extend God’s peace to all! 

 

 

 


