






Throughout the Bible, there is a repeating 
theme and mandate to extend hospitality 
to the stranger, that is, to the one who is 
not “us.” The stranger, then and now, is an 
outsider, a non-member of the groups we 
are a part of. The stranger is often feared, 
looks or talks differently, and is almost 
always vulnerable, for all these reasons. 

The Bible and the moral map of Christianity have always insisted that 
faithfulness to God will necessarily include hospitality to the ones we call 
strangers. In Leviticus, we read, “You shall treat the alien (stranger) who 
resides with you no differently than the natives born among you; have the 
same love for the stranger as for yourself.” This theme is repeated in 
Deuteronomy: “You shall also love the stranger,” with the reminder that “you 
were strangers in a strange land.” And, of course, many lectionary cycles 
conclude the liturgical year with the reading from Matthew 25, in which Jesus 
observes that the relationship we have with the hungry, the naked, and the 
stranger reflects and determines the relationship we have with God. 

The topic of immigration is essentially a spiritual drama about how human 
beings respond to the presence of strangers. It is, in effect, an unveiling of 
our spiritual breadth and depth. The spiritually mature person will recognize 
her/his human self in the stranger – alone, afraid, anxious, rejected, 
suspected. And the spiritually mature community will defy the suspiciousness 
of the culture and choose to welcome and embrace the stranger. It is part 
of the tradition of welcoming refugees, providing asylum, establishing a just 
immigration policy and celebrating diversity. It is a living acknowledgement 
that God makes each of us precious.

What is often not so highlighted in the conversation about immigration, 
unfortunately, is the richness that comes with a welcoming embrace of the 
stranger. It is an absolutely unique and rich experience to connect with those 
who come from different places, often with very different and sometimes 
desperate experiences, who come with some measure of vulnerability and 
attendant appreciation of any kind of hospitality.  We can become vessels  
of hope and restoration. We can lighten the load of suffering and  
desperation. We can discover our better and truest selves as we make 
unexpected friendships.

We live poorer lives when we choose to absent ourselves from the ministry of 
hospitality to and justice for the stranger.  And we defy the longing of our God 
when we turn away those who are desperate and different. 

The Golden Rule, drawn from Matthew 7:12, highlights the truth that we 
should treat others as we would have them treat us. And, so, you and I have 
to answer the question of how we would want to be treated if we walked as 
strangers, immigrants, outsiders. And, assuming we answer the question 
honestly, we know in our hearts what must be done.  

NOTE FROM JACK
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A Summons

A conference for people who
want to make a real difference.

Oct. 8-9 in Kansas City, MO

Join Jack Jezreel and others to meet
the challenge of providing social

service ministries in today’s parish. 

to Build

NCRonline.org/summons
for complete information

JustMatters Module: Crossing Borders:  
Migration, Theology, and the Human Journey

As with many important issues facing us today, immigration is a 
complex and daunting topic.  It is also one of the most critical and 
controversial issues of our day, an issue that is affecting not only 
our own country but countries around the world.  This JustMatters 
module, written by Daniel G. Groody, csc, and Mary J. Miller, 
provides participants a chance to find common ground and to 
discover more about themselves and the millions of people who 
are on the move in every part of the world.  The eight sessions 
include topics such as the contemporary debate, the history of 
migration, root causes of migration, the bible and migration, and 
human trafficking.  For more information and a registration form 
go to http://www.justfaith.org/JF1252.html. 



JustFaith Ministries provides an email 

network called GradNet to allow 

JustFaith graduates to stay connected. 

To join, send an email to GradNet@
justfaith.org giving your name, the 

year you graduated and the parish 

where you completed JustFaith.

If you have comments, ideas or 

suggestions for an article, or if you 

would like to share digital pictures 

of JustFaith groups in action, please 

contact: david@justfaith.org.

We rely on the generous 

financial support of our 

graduates and friends.  

Making a donation to  

JustFaith is easy! Just go to 

www.justfaith.org and click  

on the “Donations” button.  

As always, we appreciate your 

investment in our work.
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One of the most heated debates around 
kitchen tables and parishes in the United 
States is immigration policy. Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS) continues to find 
that many people are forced to migrate 
as rapid economic change eliminates 
employment and, at times, even basic 
survival alternatives. Here are two 
examples to better understand why 
people move from their communities.

In Washington State, American apple 
growers were negotiating fair wages when 
they learned that their farm laborers once 
owned their own orchards in Mexico. In 
a trade agreement, the U.S. negotiated a 
deal where U.S. growers could sell their 
apples in Mexico; consequently, it was 
cheaper to buy U.S. apples in Mexico than 
locally grown apples. 

This resulted in many Mexican orchard 
owners going out of business. To survive 
they went north.

In 2001, coffee farmers made their 
living growing coffee in Nicaragua 
while unaware of significant changes 
in the world market.  The International 
Coffee Agreement regulated the price 
of coffee through quotas, but in 1989 it 
collapsed.  Without the quotas, Vietnam 
rapidly increased its coffee production, 
climbing from the 42nd ranked producer 
to the second largest producer of coffee 
worldwide in less than a decade. The 
world market was flooded with coffee and 
the global price plummeted.  As a result, 
Nicaraguan farmers could no longer make 
enough coffee profits to even cover their  
planting costs. Many made the difficult 

decision to leave their families and  
head north looking for work to support 
their families. 

These stories demonstrate how the 
forces of globalization impact individuals 
who have no control over the international 
market or multi-national trade 
agreements affecting their livelihoods. 
CRS designed innovative programs to 
address these crises. 

In 2004, CRS responded to the challenges 
of the Mexican apple farmers by linking 
Mexican farmers with Broetje First 
Fruits of Washington and their advanced 
technology for harvesting apples. The 
program helped farmers improve the size 
and quality of their harvests improving  
the quality of life for farming families  
and decreasing their need to migrate  
to the U.S.

In Nicaragua, CRS responded with a short-
term emergency program that helped 
5,000 families in nearly 60 coffee-growing 
communities meet their dietary needs 
and avoid abandoning the coffee farms.  
As a part of a long-term strategy, CRS staff 
and partners helped organize hundreds 
of farmers into Fair Trade cooperatives. 
The farmers achieve greater economies 
of scale and enjoy more leverage in 
negotiating fair prices for their coffee.  
Most importantly, farmers support their 
communities by investing proceeds from 
their coffee sales in water wells, health 
clinics and schools.

CRS has also connected Nicaraguan 
coffee farmers with its U.S. coffee 
partners. These cooperatives in Nicaragua 
sell certified Fair Trade and organic 
coffee to companies that participate in 
the CRS Fair Trade Coffee Program.

To learn more about CRS-supported 
cooperatives in Nicaragua, visit  
http://www.crsfairtrade.org/coffee.

Global Forces. Individual Choices?           
By Kimberly Mazyck,  Church Relations Manager, Catholic Relief Services

In a trade agreement, the U.S. 
negotiated a deal where U.S. growers 
could sell their apples in Mexico; 
consequently, it was cheaper to buy 
U.S. apples in Mexico than locally 
grown apples. 
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Ending Greater Hunger Risk
By Michele Learner,  Bread for the World staff

As the United States works to revitalize our faltering economy, 
Bread for the World continues to emphasize the needs of 
hungry and poor people by addressing hunger on two fronts: 
meeting immediate needs and getting families out of poverty 
for good. 

To address immediate hunger needs, Bread works in Congress 
to advocate for a strong national nutrition safety net. This year 
we are focusing our efforts on the reauthorization of the Child 
Nutrition Act – the bill that sets policies for school lunch and 
breakfast programs, summer and afterschool food programs, 
and the Special Supplementary Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC). 

Half of all infants in the United States participate in WIC, 
while more than 18 million low-income children receive free 
lunch each school day. Bread calls on Congress to improve 
child nutrition programs to better meet the needs of hungry 
children, including minority and immigrant populations that 
are often at greater than average risk of hunger and poverty. 
Hunger could be significantly reduced simply by reaching 
more eligible children – through expanding services and 
making it easier to enroll. For more information on Bread’s 
recommendations for child nutrition reauthorization, read  
our background paper Nourishing All Our Children by going  
to http://www.bread.org and search for the February/March 
2009 newsletter.

Bread continues to support SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, formerly the Food Stamp Program), which 
currently helps buy groceries for one in every 10 people in the 
United States. In recent years, Bread for the World has worked 
to fight against limitations on legal immigrants’ eligibility for 
this important nutrition program. We continue to call on the 
restoration of access to SNAP for legal immigrants. 

For a long-term solution to hunger, Bread advocates in 
Congress for policies that help low-income families move 
out of poverty for good. Bread has stressed to Congress the 
importance of jobs that can support a family; programs that 
support workers, such as child care, health care, and the 
Earned Income Tax Credit; and strategies to help families 
save and build assets. For more information, read or order 
Bread for the World Institute’s 2008 Hunger Report, Working 
Harder for Working Families, at www.bread.org . In November, 
we will release our 2010 Hunger Report which will focus on 
the transformation of the U.S. economy now taking place and 
the policies needed to reduce poverty and protect the most 
vulnerable people. 

www.bread.org

By Rachel Lustig,  Director of Parish Social Ministry, Catholic Charities USA

“Anti-immigrant sentiment was bad 
before the economic downturn; 
but, the atmosphere for immigrants 
here legally and illegally has become 
worse,” says Maricella Garcia, 
Director of Catholic Charities 
Immigrant Services in Little Rock, AR. 
The most obvious sign is the increased 
victimization of immigrants. 

People wanting immigrant 
services now have to wait 
3 months for an initial visit 
as opposed to the 2-4 
weeks wait of just a few 
years ago. The wait list is 
growing for two reasons. 

“Clients are arriving with 
more complex situations,” explains 
Garcia, “Either they have been victims 
of crimes, like robbery or domestic 
violence, or they have other problems 
like job loss or tax preparation needs.” 
These clients take more time to 
serve. Secondly, Catholic Charities is 
also serving more people, increasing 
the number of people served with 
domestic violence issues by 50% over a 
few years ago. 

Catholic Charities USA is adding 
its perspective to the economic 
recovery design process to ensure 
that vulnerable groups, including our 
immigrant communities, are not being 
left out. Rev. Larry J. Snyder, president 
of Catholic Charities USA, says, 
“American recovery from economic 
disaster depends on our capacity to 
include each member of our society in 
that recovery. Recovery must include 
all.” This philosophy is built on a living 
Catholic social and moral tradition that 
considers the life and dignity of the 
person to be paramount. 

In 2005, Catholic Charities USA 
published Justice for Newcomers: 
A Catholic Call for Solidarity and 

Reform. This policy paper states, 
“Migrants and newcomers possess 
all the rights and corresponding 
responsibilities recognized by the 
Church. These do not derive from 
membership in a state or from 
immigration status, but from the 
inherent dignity of every person. In 
our view, citizenship does not confer 
rights, personhood does.” 

In our view, citizenship does not 
confer rights, personhood does.” 

Less than five years later, the reality 
has changed, but our values have 
not. Catholic Charities will continue 
to work tirelessly on every level to 
ensure that the rights and dignity of  
all people are being protected. 

Great things are happening because 
of these tireless efforts. For example, 
Catholic Charities has been pivotal 
to creating the Arkansas Little Rock 
Civil Rights group to respond to the 
increase in criminal activity targeted 
at immigrants by building bridges 
between the immigrant community 
and law enforcement agencies. 

Catholic Charities USA’s members 
– more than 1,700 local Catholic 
Charities agencies and institutions 
nationwide – provided services to 
over 375,000 immigrants and 80,000 
refugees in 2007. Overall, they provide 
help and create hope for nearly 8 
million people a year regardless 
of religious, social, or economic 
backgrounds. For almost 300 years, 
Catholic Charities agencies have 
worked to reduce poverty by providing 
a myriad of vital services in their 
communities, ranging from health care 
and job training to food and housing. 
In 2010, Catholic Charities USA 
celebrates its centennial anniversary. 

www.catholiccharitiesinfo.org

Join with Us to Say, “Economic Recovery Must Include All!”

Licensed under Creative Commons



You shall treat the alien (stranger) 
who resides with you no differently 
than the natives born among you; 
have the same love for the stranger 
as for yourself. For you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt.

 – Leviticus 19:33-34

A Prayer for Immigrant Justice

Blessed are You, Lord God, King  
of all creation.

Through Your goodness, we live  
in this land that You have so  
richly blessed.

Help us always to recognize our 
blessings come from You, and 
remind us to share them with 
others, especially those who come 
to us today from other lands.

Help us to be generous, just, and 
welcoming, as You have been  
and are generous to us.

(Justice for Immigrants,  
Catholic Campaign for  
Immigration Reform)
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Lupe works 18 hours in a factory. His 
children Lupita, Sandra and Alicia 
are exemplary students in school. 
Lupe’s wife, Maria, works 6 hours a 
day at a local fast food restaurant. 
They attend Holy Family Church. Lupe 
is an usher and attends ESL classes 
after Mass. Three weeks ago, Lupe 
was swept from the assembly line 
job by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. Maria had his special 
dinner prepared to celebrate the 
kids’ great report cards from school. 
Lupe never made it home. Instead, 
he was deported to Mexico. His 
family worries about his safety, 
the rent, food, how to cope. Maria, 
herself fearful of detection, has 
nowhere to turn. 

Gerardo works for a home builder. 
He supports his disabled mother, 
Helena. He lives in the shadows 
and survives in constant fear of 
deportation and of what would 
happen to his mother if he is taken 
away. He volunteers as a coach for 
the church soccer team and is the 
unofficial caretaker of the grounds 
at the parish. He has been mugged 
leaving the grocery store after 
cashing his paycheck. Fearful of 
detection, he cannot report these 
crimes. The last time he sustained 
severe injuries as he fought to keep 
his hard earned wages. Fear of 
deportation also keeps him from 
going to county hospital.

Lupe’s family and Gerardo 
both turned to the 
Catholic Church for 
assistance. 
The Church 
has a long 
history 
of being 

concerned about immigration and 
the treatment of those who struggle 
as newcomers to our shores. Among 
the efforts funded by the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD) are initiatives that confront 
conditions and laws that undermine 
the dignity of immigrant families.  

The Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition (TIRRC) is 
a statewide, immigrant and refugee-
led collaboration whose mission is to 
empower immigrants and refugees 
throughout Tennessee to develop a 
unified voice, defend their rights, and 
create an atmosphere in which they 
are viewed as positive contributors 
to the state. TIRRC leaders work 
hard to formalize and strengthen 
the collaboration and have identified 
and incorporated over thirty-five new 
immigrant and refugee/ally groups 
into the Coalition, expanding the total 
number of member organizations  
to forty-five. Through extensive 
cross-ethnic organizing work, TIRRC 
has become one of the most  
diverse immigrant rights coalitions  
in the country. 

These are just a few of the countless 
efforts throughout the county 
that seek to bring our sisters and 
brothers out of the shadows and into 
a shared sense of humanity.

Bringing Brothers and Sisters Out of the Shadows 
By RALPH McCLOUD,  Director of the Catholic  Campaign for Human Development

www.usccb.org/cchd
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So then you are no longer strangers 
and sojourners, but you are fellow 

citizens with the holy ones and 
members of the 

household of God           
          – Ephesians 2:19

Border wall, Tijuana, Mexico, by Martha Diebold

Image by celikins, licensed 
under Creative Commons
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JustFaith changes people…Those people change the world.

Welcome New Graduates!

JustFaith Introductory Workshops...  
the best way to get new groups started!
July 29 – Cincinnati, OH, Contact: Tony Stieritz tstieritz@catholiccincinnati.org

July 30 – Dayton, OH, Contact: Pam Long plong@catholiccincinnati.org

August 5 – Oakland/Pleasanton, CA, Contact: Meg Bowerman lmjtbow@pacbell.net

August 6 – San Jose, CA, Contact: Pat Plant pat@sanjosepby.org

August 8 – Littleton, CO, Contact: Kristin Steadman kristins@waterstonechurch.org

August 29 – Atlanta, GA, Contact: Susan Sullivan ssullivan@archatl.com

September 20 – Ft. Pierre, SD, Contact: Rory Ehlers rehlers@pie.midco.net

For updates to this schedule see the webpage at http://justfaith.org/JF133.html

With this issue of JustFaith Voices, we welcome over 3,000 new people 
who completed one of the JustFaith Ministries programs this year. 
We urge everyone to stay in touch with us through Voices and our email 
newsletter, GradNet. Other JustFaith Ministries activities you might  
want to be aware of include: 

Engaging Spirituality trainings ...  
for those interested in facilitating  
this new program

July 25th – Joliet, IL, Contact: Joyce Ruhaak joyceru@dioceseofjoliet.org

August 1st – Orlando (Melbourne), FL, Contact: Mary Kay Kantz mkkantz@live.com

August 1st – Milwaukee, WI, Contact: Pam Lownik pamlownik@me.com

August 8th-- Tidewater, VA, Contact: Tim McCarthy mccarthyt@aol.com

August 15th-- Denver, CO, Contact: Jeri Dwyer jdwyer@st-andrew-umc.com 

August 15th – St. Louis, MO, Contact: Pat Dougherty doughertyjp@sbcglobal.net

August 15th – Los Angeles, CA, Contact: John Tullius tullius5@ca.rr.com

August 22nd – Cincinnati, OH, Contact: Tony Steiritz tstieritz@catholiccincinnati.org

August 29th – Oakland, CA, Contact: Meg Bowerman lmjtbow@pacbell.net

September 5th – Cheyenne, WY, Contact: Ed Boenish eboenisch@bresnan.net

September 12th – Oklahoma City, OK, Contact: Becky VanPool bvanpool@
catholiccharitiesok.org

September 19th – Arlington, VA, Contact: Anne Murphy ampm02@earthlink.net

September 26th – Louisville, KY, Contact: spirituality@justfaith.org

October 3rd – Hartford, CT, Contact: Cori Thibodeau cthibodeau@oua-adh.org

March 13th 2010-- Oshkosh, WI, Contact: Steve Herro, sherro@gbdioc.org

For updates to this listing of Engaging Spirituality trainings see the webpage at  

http://justfaith.org/JF126.html 




