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FOR   JUSTICE

TAKE  A  MINUTE  TO  MEDITATE  TODAY

06/06/11  through  06/12/11   6-23
MONDAY 

Jesus said to the eleven disciples, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 

-         Matthew 28:18:20 

  

The first thing the Feast of the Ascension teaches to us – the truth of what Jesus said and what he tried to insist upon to his disciples: “Be humble.  Be ready to be the servant of all.  If you want the first place in my kingdom don’t try to be over all, don’t try to be all important.  Be humble.  Be ready to serve.”  That’s how you become first in the reign of God. 

  

But then, also, from the Feast of the Ascension we must understand and it is very clear, that Jesus is giving us a commission.  As his followers we have work to do.  It was spelled out by Luke in that passage from Acts, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the Earth.”  He’s talking to you and me!  “You will be my witnesses.”  Jesus put no limit on it.  He talked to those first disciples, those in Jerusalem, and Judea, and Samaria, but then to the ends of the Earth.  The community of the disciples of Jesus, which is our church, we are to be his witnesses.  Go, proclaim the reign of God.  Teach all nations.  Take this message everywhere.  Jesus is telling us: “You are the ones who do my work.  Carry on what I do.” 

-         Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 

  

TUESDAY 

Brothers and sisters: May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to Jesus’ call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great might. 

-         Ephesians 1:18-19 

  

Look about you with Christ’s eyes, listen with his ears, feel and think with his heart and mind.  Are you ready to give all as he did for truth and justice?  We must listen deeply.  We must respond with a renewed social action that stems from the universal love that knows no bounds.  In this way, we ensure that our works of mercy and justice become hope in action for others. 

-         Pope Benedict XVI 

  

WEDNESDAY 

When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you.  For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. 

-         Luke 14:13-13 

  
God, permit that after my death and burial with you, I may rise again to a new and completely spiritual life. 

  

I want this Easter-time to become both more “interior” and more “exterior,” however paradoxical that may seem.  I want to live in a more complete, intimate union with God.  I want prayer to be the foundation of my spiritual life, my surest means of ministry, my best form of charity; my suffering, with my usual voluntary mortifications, will also be the means I will use for doing some good for others and drawing near to the heart of God. 

  

But exteriorly I will become, through God’s grace, more gentle, more loving, engaged always and exclusively with others, their pleasure, their good, and above all, their spiritual well-being.  This in all simplicity, forgetting myself, and making of my entire spiritual life a life hidden in Jesus Christ.  And then I want more and more through prayer and my simple effort to establish in myself and manifest to others the joy, the holy, tender, unspeakable joy of Jesus.  My immense weakness allows me to approach him only with great effort.  He often makes me walk in darkness, on a dry path where the flowers of joy can scarcely grow.  Yet my will to be his is stronger than ever, and he will accept, as a sacrifice of love, the gift of these struggles, these multiple sufferings. 

  

My spiritual isolation, the constant and painful injuries caused by those who are hostile or indifferent, especially when they are near and dear to me, the sadness of feeling not up to the great work to be accomplished, the suffering of my heart, the difficulties of my life, the misery of physical weakness – this is the rocky soil, my God, in which you will cause joy to grow.  And out of all this you will make, for many, salvation and graces of every kind; for me, expiation and holiness; for you, glory. 

-         Elisabeth Leseur 

  

THURSDAY 

Open my eyes, that I may consider the wonders of your law.  I am a wayfarer of earth; hide not your commands from me.  My soul is consumed with longing for your ordinances at all times. 

-         Psalms 119:18-20 

  

Christ, let me see You in others; Christ, let others see You in me; Christ, let me see.  You are the caller; You are the poor; You are the stranger at the door.  You are the wanderer, the unfed; you are the homeless with no bed.  You are the man driven insane; you are the child crying in pain.  You are the other who comes to me.  Open my eyes that I may see. 

-         This is Church 
  

FRIDAY 

My son, if you receive my words and treasure my commands, turning your ear to wisdom, inclining your heart, then will you understand the fear of the Lord; the knowledge of God you will find; for the Lord gives wisdom, from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.  He has counsel in store for the upright, he is the shield of those who walk honestly, guarding the paths of justice. 

-         Proverbs 2:1-2, 5-8 

  

Johann Amos Comenius (1592-1670) is best known for his innovations in pedagogy, but one cannot gain an adequate appreciation of his educational ideas without recognizing his religious and metaphysical convictions.  Despite the prevalent human suffering of his day, Comenius remained optimistic about the future of mankind, as he believed in the immanence of God and the imminence of God’s kingdom on Earth.  As God’s creations, humans were necessarily good, not corrupt.  Comenius also felt that Christ’s Second Coming would end human strife but that people themselves could act in ushering the new millennium by engaging in pansophy, or the lifelong study of an encyclopedic system of human knowledge.  By seeing the harmony among everything in the universe, all human beings would come to acknowledge God’s glory and presence in themselves and in nature. 

  

Comenius found fault with many of the educational practices of his day.  In particular, he disapproved of the scholastic tradition of studying grammar and memorizing texts.  He lamented the haphazard and severe teaching methods in European schools, which tended to diminish student interest in learning.  Finally, Comenius felt that all children – whether male or female, rich or poor, gifted or mentally challenged—were entitle to a full education, and he regretted that only a privileged few received formal schooling. 

  

Comenius urged all people to recognize the interconnections and harmony among philosophical, theological, scientific, social, and political facts and ideas.  That way, one could reconcile three seemingly distant worlds: the natural, the human, and the divine.  Viewing the human mind as infinite in its capacity (as the benevolent gift of God), Comenius advocated universal education so that the souls of all people would be enlightened in this fashion.  Though universal education and pedagogy, pansophy would eliminate human prejudice and lead to human perfection – a state of being that God had intended for man.  

-         stateuniversity 

  

Fast from the darkness.  Promote the right to education and understanding for all. 

http://education.stateuniversity.com/pages/1868/Comenius-Johann-1592-1670.html 

  

SATURDAY 

Johannes Amos Comenius (Komensky) was a bishop of the Church of the Bohemian Brethen, who partly because of the Thirty Years’ War, lived much of his life as an exile in Poland, England, Sweden, Germany, Hungry, and Holland.  His success as a teacher, and his industry in preparing graded materials for young pupils, led both the English and the Swedish government to consult him in connection with their programs of educational reform.  The Didactica Magna was written in Bohemian between 1628 and 1632, but was first published in a Latin version at Amsterdam in 1657. 

  

Comenius believed that he was merely implementing two suggestions made by Martin Luther in 1525, who asked first, that there be schools founded in every town and village for the instruction of all children “in useful knowledge, in morality, and in religion,” instead of resisting learning, children might be drawn to it.  Comenius brought to his task the enthusiasm of an age which is remembered for the work of Francis Bacon and Rene’ Descartes. 

  

In spite of the wars that had left him homeless, Comenius believed that a new day was drawing in Europe.  Scientific advances and mechanical inventions suggested to him that great benefits would accrue to morality and religion if men were to bring to the cultivation of human nature the same diligence and acumen which they had applied to understanding and mastering the physical environment. 

  

Comenius is a reminder, however, that the harbingers of the New Learning did not completely break the ties with the Platonized Christianity which underlies so much of Western culture.  He believed that the visible world was created to be a nursery for man, and that it would endure no longer than was necessary for the number of the elect to be filled up.  He writes that man’s life occurs in “the mother’s womb, the earth, and the heaven.”  As the first place of life is preparatory to the second, so the second is preparatory to the third, and the third will abide forever. 

  

Education, as Comenius describes it , is but the preparatory part of man’s life on earth.  Unlike other infants, the human child must be taught if it is to realize its full potentialities.  There is one, and only one, way to do this efficiently: specialists must take the children in hand and fashion them into men and women, or, more specifically, into Christian men and women.  Because of the limited number of years which God has allotted to man on earth, it is of upmost importance that the education be completed by the time the person reaches physical maturity. 

  

The scope of man’s education, says Comenius, corresponds to the tripartite nature of the soul.  Man’s intellect is given him for the purpose of knowledge; his will for the purpose of choosing between what is advantageous and what is harmful; his memory for the retention of all things hitherto learned and for reminding him of his dependence upon and his duty toward God.  “From this it follows,” Comenius writes, “that man is naturally required to be: (1) acquainted with all things; (2) endowed with power over all things and over himself; (3) to refer himself and all things to God, the source of all.”  Man’s chief end, says Comenius, is to serve God, His creatures and ourselves, and to enjoy the happiness that comes from knowing, using, and loving these three rightly.  Both as respects serving and enjoying, “Learning, Virtue, and Piety” are essential prerequisites.  All else (health, strength, beauty, riches, honor, friendship, good-fortune, long life) are “but extrinsic ornaments of life,” like case of a watch or the trappings of a horse.  “It follows, therefore, that we advance toward our ultimate end in proportion as we pursue Learning, Virtue, and Piety in this world.” 

  

Comenius recognizes no limits to the scope of human knowledge.  He accepts the view that man is a microcosm, in which the whole universe is inwardly comprehended.  All knowledge is present to man, just as a plant or tree is present in the seed.  He cites Pythagoras as saying that, because man naturally possesses all knowledge, a boy of seven, if properly questioned, should be able answer all questions of philosophy; and, except that he believes that the mind ripens more slowly than Pythagoras suggests, Comenius agrees.  In another place, however, he cites Aristotle’s teaching that the mind is “a blank tablet on which nothing was written, but on which all things, may be engraved.”  That there may be a conflict between thinking of the mind as a seed and as a blank tablet does not seem to have occurred to him.  (Part 1 of  3) 

-         Translated by M.W. Keatinge 

  

SUNDAY 

Work for six days, and rest on the seventh.                                                                                  - Exodus 23:12 

  

Be still, and know that I am God. 

- Psalms 46:10 

FOR  JUSTICE

TAKE  A  MINUTE  TO  MEDITATE  TODAY

06/13/11  through  06/19/11   6-24
MONDAY 

Jesus said to the disciples, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” 

-         John 20:21-23 

  

The coming of the Spirit transformed the early Christian community.  Locked doors were opened.  Fear was replaced by courage.  Peace was proclaimed.  The power to forgive sins was present.  Those who were afraid spoke boldly.  Thousands heard the message in their own language. 

  

The coming of the Spirit today is reflected in our social values.  In a world of racism and xenophobia, the Spirit speaks to people of every nation under heaven.  In a world of fear and doubt, the Spirit inspires people to open doors to speak out.  In a world of selfishness, competition, and control, the Spirit gives that are shared for the benefit of all.  In a world where many people lack basic freedoms, the Spirit invites us to work for honesty and freedom for all.  In a world with war and violence, the Spirit proclaims a message of peace to all.  In a world of great wealth and affluence, the Spirit call us again to a special concern for the poor. 

  

Maybe the greatest manifestation of the Spirit is when people have the grace to identify with the needs and struggles of the world, to listen to those who are poor or oppressed, and to speak up for justice. 

-         Fr. John Bucki 

  

TUESDAY 

I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory to be strengthened with the power through his Spirit in the inner self, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through fait; that you, rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones what is the breath and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

-         Ephesians 3:14-19 

  

May Christ inflame the desires of all people to break through the barriers which divide them, to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to learn to understand one another; and to pardon those who have done them wrong.  Through Christ’s power and inspiration may all peoples welcome each other to their hearts as brothers and sisters, and may the peace they long for ever flower and ever reign among them. 

-         Pope John XXIII 

  

WEDNESDAY 

Wisdom is a kindly spirit, yet she acquits not the blasphemer of his guilty lips; because God is the witness of his inmost self and the sure observer of his heart and the listener to his tongue.  For the spirit of the Lord fills the world, is all-embracing, and knows what man says. 

-         Wisdom 1:6-7 

  

Eternal Wisdom alone enlightens every man that comes into this world.  He alone came from heaven to teach the secrets of God.  We have no real teacher except the incarnate Wisdom, whose name is Jesus Christ.  He alone brings all the works of God to perfection, especially the saints, for he shows them what they must do and teaches them to appreciate and put into practice all he taught them… 

  

If anyone desires to possess a deep, holy, and special knowledge of the treasures of grace and nature, and not merely dry, common, and superficial knowledge, he must make every effort to acquire Wisdom.  Without him, man is nothing in the sight of God, no matter how learned he may appear in the eyes of men… 

  

Eternal Wisdom is so rich and generous; how can anyone who possesses him be poor?  He is so gentle, attractive, and tender; how then can anyone who possesses him be unhappy?  But among all those who seek Eternal Wisdom, how many can honestly say with Solomon, “I have resolved to process him?”  The majority on men do not make such a resolution with real sincerity.  Their decisions are mere wishful thinking or at best weak and wavering resolves.  That is why they never find Eternal Wisdom… 

  

St. Gregory has this comment to make on Solomon’s self-praise, “Those whom God has chosen to write his sacred words are filed with the Holy Spirit.  In a way, they seem to rise above themselves and enter into the very one who possesses them.  Thus they become mouthpieces of God himself, for they are concerned with God alone in everything they say, and they speak of themselves as though speaking of someone else.” 

-         St. Louis de Monfort 

  

THURSDAY 

When the Advocate comes whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth that proceeds from the Father, he will testify to me.  And you also testify, because you have been with me from the beginning…  When he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth.  He will not speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will declare to you the things that are coming.  He will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it to you. 

-         John 15:26-27, 16:13-15 
  

Finding one’s own voice, however haltingly, imparts the power of the Spirit crying out.  The boldness to hear the claim of conscience and follow its deep impulses even in the face of loss; the courage to taste righteous anger and allow it to motivate critical resistance to evil; the willingness to utter the prophetic word – these occurrences inscribe the movement of the Spirit’s compassion into the ambiguity of the world. 

-         Sr. Elizabeth Johnson 

  

FRIDAY 

For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery…  For you were called for freedom, brothers.   Do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one another through love. 

-         Galatians 5:1-1, 13-13 

  

As the year 2010 drew to a close, a series of disturbing events brought into sharp relief the challenges confronting the partisans of global freedom.  The increasing truculence of the world’s most powerful authoritarian regimes has coincided with growing inability or unwillingness on the part of the world’s democracies to meet the authoritarian challenge, with important consequences for the state of global freedom.  According to Freedom in the World 2011, the latest edition of Freedom House’s annual survey of global political rights and civil liberties, conditions worsened for the fifth consecutive year in 2010.  While the decline for the year was less extensive than in some years past, the multiyear spate of backsliding is the longest of its kind since the survey published in 1972, and threatens gains dating to the post-Cold War era in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the former Soviet bloc. 

  

The number of countries designated as “Free” in 2010 stood at 87 (a loss of two), representing 45 percent of the world’s 194 polities and 43 percent of the global population.  The number of countries qualifying as “Partly Free” stood at 60 (a gain of 2), or 31 percent of all countries assessed and 22 percent of the world’s total.  A total of 47 (unchanged) countries were deemed “Not Free”, representing 24 percent of the world’s polities and 35 percent of the global population.  It is important to note that more than half of this number lives in just one country: China. 

-         Arch Puddington 
  

Fast from accepting today’s slavery.  Work for freedom and human rights for all. 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/images/File/fiw/FIW_Overview_2011.pdf 

  

SATURDAY 

In the Didactica Magna, Johannes Comenius admits that, “exact or deep knowledge” of  all the arts and sciences is more than any man can acquire in a whole lifetime, much less during his formative years; nevertheless, since the child of God is destined to know all things, his education should be universal in scope.  That is to say, he should learn the principles, causes, and uses of all important things in the world; for he must never, in his journey through life, encounter anything so strange to him that he cannot form a true judgment concerning it and turn it to its proper use. 

  

To this end, a systematic organization of education is necessary.  Everywhere, in nature as well as in art, says Comenius, order is “the soul of affairs.’  He sites as examples the solar system, insect societies, the human body, military organizations, and machines.  Seemingly impossible undertakings are brought to completion by “the all-ruling force of order; that is to say, the force derived from arranging all the parts concerned according to their number, size, and importance, and in such a manner that each one shall perform its own proper function as well as work harmoniously with and assist other parts whose action is necessary to produce the desired result.”  If the goal of educating all children in all knowledge seems a formidable one, says Comenius, that is because we have not hitherto acquired the educational art. 

  

“Didactic,” says Comenius, “signifies the art of teaching.”  He calls his work the “Great Didactic” because it comprises “the whole art of teaching all things to all men, and indeed of teaching them with certainty, so that the result cannot fail to follow.”  The business of any art is to eliminate chance by means of circumspection.  By studying nature and learning its way, the artist or craftsman is able to bring things to pass with the same infallible certainty which characterizes the course of nature itself.  Hitherto teachers have possessed no art, comparable to that of the engineer or the horticulturalist, which would enable them to say, “In so many years I will bring this youth to such and such a point; I will educate him in such and such a way.”  But Comenius expresses confidence that his method will supply the lack. 

  

 Comenius’s universal claims for his method rest upon his avowedly a priori method.  Unlike educationists who depend merely upon experience, he sought out the principles upon which education must be based.  His method consists in finding suitable analogies in nature and in the crafts.  For example, a bird chooses the springtime to multiply its species; similarly, a gardener, to set out his plants; so, “the education of men should be commenced in the springtime of life.”  Again, before the bird lays an egg, it prepares a nest; a gardener, before he begins to set plants, has the soil, the tools, and the tender slips all in readiness; so the teacher must first prepare maps, phrase books, diagrams, and models, and must observe the right order in presenting subject matter. 

  

Although Comenius sometimes writes as if the mind develops organically, all that he means to suggest is that the texture of the brain is at some times better suited to receive impressions than at others.  For the most part, he uses purely mechanical models.  The mechanism of a clock interests him, and it suggests a model for understanding everything in creation.  Not merely man’s bodily movements, but those of his soul also, may be understood in “the weights” of desire which incline it this way and that, with reason serving as an “escapement” which makes it possible to blend the active and passive elements.  More pertinent to the educational art is the parallel with printing.  Comenius invents the term “didachography’ after the analogy of “typography,” and he develops at length the concept of impressing knowledge on the mind by uniform symbols (“class-books”), ink (“the voice of the teacher”), and the pressure (“the school-discipline, which keep the pupils up to their work and compels them to learn”).  “Our discovery of didachography,” says Comenius, “facilitates the multiplication of learned men in precisely the same way that the discovery of printing facilitated the multiplication of books,” enabling us for the first time to expect the fulfillment of the divine prediction, “The earth shall be full of the knowledge of God, as the waters cover the sea.”  (Part 2 of 3) 

-         Translated by M.W. Keatinge 

  

SUNDAY 

Work for six days, and rest on the seventh.                                                                                  - Exodus 23:12 

  

Be still, and know that I am God. 

FORWARD to a friend 

CONTACT US:  forjustice43@gmail.com 

                            To receive weekly meditations.  To submit Scripture and Quote Meditations. 
